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PRE FACE 

T O T H E 

READER. 

N a Book that has not 
a Dedication prefix*d, 
there is a fort of Ne- 
ceffityof a Preface ', becaufe it 
looiks odd to Ikip from a Title- 
Page, to an Introdudion. How- 
ever, I did not alone confult that 
Part of Decency in my Reafons 
for this Preface, but penned it, 
with regard that I thought Ibnie- 
thing ought to be faid on the 
Work in general. 

A3 The 
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- PREFACE 

The kind Entertainment the 
Town gave to the Lack's Libra- 
ry^ the Succefs it met with, and 
the great Call there was fca- ity 
«V:en fiotti tkdmdft diiUnt43©un-^ 
ties, though it was Iwell'd out 
into three Vdhiihes, alid fold at 
a pretty handlbme Price, made, 
me think that a G e ntl e man*& 
Library might be a Copy of n» 
^eat Hazard to a Booldeller, and 
inake ah Edition of particular 
'XJk and Service to young Gen- 
ilemen coming ih^tp the World. 

WlLateVef Advantages we Iiave 
from Education J from Exampky, 
or Precept^ on bur firft Entrance 
on the Stage of Life, we meet 
ivith Accidents ^jid Temptations 
to withdraw us from Morality^ 
and ftand in need oifapplemen- 
/<?/ Inftrudion, arid a new Di- 
; redor» 
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tQ the Reader. 

reQx>r^ tbeSiifirmusHl ourCon- 
dndl. Views oi Pleafure^ and J«- 
fiabilily of Hufnour-, lead iis into 
zmouhxidlnco'nveniencesy againft 
which) we ar6 neither armed hj 
Prudence^ Rmfipy or CmtiTtenc^. 
As to the -Precepts xx»ntained in 
this Treatifej I have put them to- 
gether^ according to liiy Power,; 
in a Maiiiier that ihay inake theni 
ufefidmAmfef'faiMn^. T^ this 
End J as oftfcn as tny Memoiy 
fei^'d, I have interlpers'd thent 
T\^h ^ikfMfions in Poeiry) Exd^u^ 
pUltffomiliJ^sryy and^Ar/^w^ithot 
Mrtt&in Credit With the Sages of 
^ti^iff. The gay Part of the 
World are fe.fctlS3 at Mora/ifj^ 
wheaifa€*fely&ch3 when they think 
it fe all dfry and crabbed, and the 
Whoie/^^>»^ perai'dibr Ihfiruc- 
lim^ wiAaUtanyRe^rdtothek 
A 4 FleafiLF&- 
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PREFACE 

Pleafure^ that they cannot per- 
fuade themfelves to give it a Pe- 
rufal, or hold any Converfation 
with a Book, that does not by 
fome Art infinuate itfelf to their 
Fancies, and give them Diver fioriy 
to make the Ufe digefted: 

$ei vtiudt fueris ebfyntbia tetra medentes 
•<lum dare conantur^ prius orasfocula circum 
Continffint dulci mellis Jlaveque liquore. 

fays Lucretius ; as we anoint the 
Rims of the Cup with Honey 
to engage Children to drink up 
the bitter Potion, fo I have la- 
boured to humour the Squea- 
mifhneJs of the Times, foften 
the lifarfhnefs of Difcipline and 
Duty, and give them down in a 
Vehicle that is Iweet andpalatar 
ble : And to be yet the lefs de- 
spotic and ma^fterial in my 
Rules, I have all along endea- 
^ vour*d 
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to the Readeji. ■ 
vour'd, r2iX!!asx to recommend ^2in 
inforcey to counfelthajx oblige ; for 
asMoniieur^f^^r^, with much 
Modefly, premifed to his Book, 
What 1 have written is not dejign- 
edfof Maxims ; thofe are //i^Laws 
in Morality; and I have neither 
Genius nor Authority to qualify 
me for a Legiilator. 
^ DemoftheneSy in an Oration, to 
perfuade the Athenians not to 
'change any Law upon finall and 
frivolous Pretences, informs us of 
a Cuftom, which prevail'd among 
th^ I^crj(an\ That whatever Maii 
fliotild propofe to make any new 
Law, muft do it with a Rope 
about his Neck y which he was to 
be ftrangled in, if he did not car- 
ry his Point. This was fuch a 
Guard and Defence to the Laws, 
that they had but one new one 

made 
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P'k;ET Ac% &c, 

.ma$e in more than two Kimdiiretl 
Years. Had the pfefcribing^uies 
in Morality now ftoocl on the. 
fame Terms of Danger, Ifhould 
hare been lefs forward in ventu- 
ring to give this Afliftanee : How- 
ever, I fhould hav^ fcvaded the 
Penalty, becau/e, as I fhall anon 
more particularly oblerve, I have 
intruded but very little iV^<we7i^; 
If I have injured the Matter in. 
the Difp&fitiony and 4ilci*edited 
good Counfsl by ^ auhoard J^e- 
Hvery^ 1 am at the. Stake, an^ 
fliufl: lubmit to the (ienfure ; but 
hope the 'World will hot proceed 
with Rigour on Faults that owe 
their Being to an Impotence of 
Judgment, and Want of Power 
in Nature, to difcharge myfelf 
with more Sufficiency. 

CO N- 
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T H E 

Gentleman^s Library^ 



INTRODUCTION. 

E I N G the other Night in the 
Company of fome Ladies of 
a pohte Converfation, and' the 
Mixture of Sexes turning tlie 
8 Difcourfe upon the Raillery of 
each other, the briflc Florimely and her witty 
Aflbciates, ran. hard upon the Mens want of 
Condu(ft. Celadon^ who was the moft indu- 
•ftrious Advocate for the Party, with an oblig- 
ing .Smile aod infinuating Air, faid. That he 
hop^d the Ladies Jiow would not give his 
Sex tb6 Opportunity of retorting that Re-^ 
flection upon them, fince their Condudl, in 
B every 
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2 Introduction. 

every Stage of Life, was to be regulated by 
their Library : That if tlie Advice to a Dnugh- 
ier was too compendious to reform all their 
Errors, yet ^ree Volumes of Advice could 
not fail of correfting tvtvy faux pas. Florist 
tnel eafily perceiv'd the Malice of Celadon's 
Meaning, and ftriking in with his Irony, 
told him, She was not fo partial to the Pet- 
ticoat, but that Ihe would venture to confefs, 
flie believM, that many a Female Reader of 
thofc Leffons of Morality would ftill, 
through Indolence or Mifapprehenfion, re- 
main unimproved, and Rick to the darling 
Indecorums of frail Nature, Cuftom, and 
Fafhion : That ihe wifh*d the fame Learned 
Ladjfy who had wrote fo happily for her own 
Sex, would have cmployM fome few Pages 
on thofe lordly Creatures, who priding in the 
Advantages of Nature and fupcrior Endow- 
ments, think themlclves above the Guidance 
of Precepts : That for her part, (he had no 
fuch elevated Notions of their Capacities or 
Oeconomy \ had feen them carry*d away by 
Caprice and Humour as much as weak Wo- 
men, and believ*d could prove them as much 
the Subjea of Poetic Satire. What fays 
Dryden ? 

Men are hut Children of a larger Growth j 
Our Appetites as^ apt to change as Theirs^ 
And fuch a Craving toOy andfuU as vain : 

And 
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And yet the Soul^ Jhnt up in her dark RcofHp 
Viewing Jo ^learAbroady at Home fees nothing \ 
But like a Mole in Earthy hufy andhlind^ 
Works aU her Folly upj and c^Jis it outwards^ 
To tbe_ World's open View. 

Celadon here interrupting her Progrefs in 
Quotations, told her. Frailty was fo con- 
fpicuous and epidemical, that he did not 
care to put her to the Trouble of farther 
Proofs ; nor had any Thoughts of entring 
into a Debate with her, to aflert the Men 
free from Faults, either in Conduit or Prin- 
ciples : That he would rather chufe to im- 
peach them of Infirmity, but that it might 
be fear'd the Profecution would fooner har- 
den than convert. Not that he difputed, 
but by artful Methods, and apt Infinua- 
tions, Virtue^ Prudence^Jufticey and ConduS^ 
like the mechanical Parts of Life, might 
be taught and made acceptable : That as 
only a dull and impenetrable Ear could find 
no Charms, no Semation in Muftc ; fo only 
Abfence of Reafon^ and ftubbom Ignorance^ 
could refift the Harmony of Virtue feel- 
ingly recommended : For that Liber tinifm^ 
which fome wild young Fellows, for want 
of more happy Education^ miftake for Li- 
berty ^ fubjefts them to harder Tyrants than 
their dreaded 'Sr«;t?ri and Mafiers \ evei^ 
to their own vicious Iriclination?t which, 
B2 as 
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4 Introduction. 

as it were, break loofe upon them. • The 
Cafe - is very different" with Men of Senfe^ 
and Solidity y for, pafling from Minority 
to Manhood^ they alter nottlie Govern- 
ment, tho* they change the .Governor. Ii> 
the Room of the hir'd Inftruftor of their 
Youth, they entertain that divine GiHde 
and Governor of human Life, Reafon^ un- 
der whofe Subjeftion alone Men are pro- 
];)erly faid to live in Freedom : For they 
only live at their own Will, who have learn- 
ed to will as they ought ; and that Freedom 
of Will which appears in unconftrained Ap- 
petites, and unreafonable Aftions, is mean 
and narrow, and accompany'd with much 
Repentance. 

. Florimel^ perceiving C^/jJ(?» to paufe here, 
took the Opportunity to tell him, That his 
Declamation had, in her Opinion, all the 
Force and Vigour the Subjcft required ; 
that he, who could manage an Argument 
fo well at random, without the Aid of a' 
prcfcribM Theme to regulate his Difcourfc, 
muft be capable of improving his Ideas, 
when direded to a certain proper Head ; 
that fhe thought it was the Duty of fuch ar 
Man to attempt the Refofmatwn of his dege- 
tierate Sex ; and flie hop*d the Company 
Would join with her, to lay him under an 
indifpeti fable Obligation of afTuming that 

Office. 

Celadon 
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Celadon blufli'd, and bow'd atihe'Com- 
pliment ^ but was abfolutely for dirowing off* 
a Taflc, which he knew muft be very trou- 
blefome to himfelf, and perhaps no Itfs 
diftafteful to the World : He told FlorimeU 
he was loth to fulpeft Ihe meant to banter 
him fo gravely ; but that he rather fearM 
ihe had entertained an Opinion of his Parts, 
which he was fatisfy'd his Performance 
could never anfwer ; affur*d her that his 
•Talk was like the wild Notes of Birds in 
the Woods, that could never be brought to 
any regular MujQc ; and dcclar'd, as a Fe- 
male Hand had fo excellently gone through 
dne Part of the Defign, he thought it would 
be Infblencein one of bis Sex to attempt its 
Counterpart, which flie might, perhaps, at 
jicr Leiftire, comply to profecute. 
- Flirimel again intcrposM here, and told 
Jiim, That neither his own Modcfty, nor the 
Uncertainty of that Expeftation, could ex- 
•cufe him j that (he now fpoke the Deter- 
mination of the Affembly, who had elefted 
him Speaker in the Caufe ; and that no Fine 
could be accepted to difchargc him from 
the Service : That therefore farther Denials 
would be ufelcfs % tlieir Sentence was pe- 
remptory, and his Rhetoric txpe£lcd on 
thofe Topics, out of which he could 
ftrikc the moft projilable Lejfons for Human 
Ufe. 

B 3 Celadon 
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6 Introduction. 

Celadon found 'twas in vam to cavrl at 
their Refolutions -, but faid. It was very 
hard he muft ftand condemned when the 
Evidence on his Side had plainly brought 
him in not-guilty : However, if he muft 
fubmit to the Sentence without Appeal, he 
Ihould expeft the Liberty of offering fome 
Terms of Compofition, which muft be ad- 
mitted in his Favour : He had heard that 
Diogenes J feeing a Youth devour his Vifluak 
too greedily, gave his Tutor a Box on the 
Ear, and that defervedly, as judging it the. 
Fault of him that had not taught^ not of 
him that had not learifd better Manners. 
I have very ftrong Apprehenfions, conSinu^d 
fc, that I fliall dcfervc the Fate of the auk- 
ward Pedant. The World will be lb littte 
improvM by my Tuition, that the Blame 
will naturally fall more upon the Impo* 
tence of my Difcipline, than the Depra- 
vity of my Scholars. But if I muft aflume 
the Philofopber^ and, like the Afs in the 
Proverb, carry Myfteries, depend upon it 
that I will make my Burthen as light as 
poflible 5 never put myfelf to the Trouble of 
communicating my Thoughts in new Lsoi* 
guage, whenever I can recollect the fame 
Notions better exprefsM to my Hand, bat 
tranfplant the Obfervations of the Polite^ 
to make amends, as often as I can, for my 
ImperfeAion. And I (hall eitpeA this i^r- 

ther 
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thcr Indulgence from my Audience, that 
having received the general Heads of 
Things, they would fupply the reft by their 
own Induftry, and make their Reafbn and 
Memoirs the Guides to their own Inven- 
tion and Improvement, 

f*or People lliould look on thfe Difcourfe 
of others only as a kind of firft Principle or 
Seed, which they muft take care to cherifli 
and increafe. For the Mtnd^ fays Plutarch, 
requires not, tike an earthen Vejfel^ to be filled 
up ; convenient Food and Aliment, only will in- 
flame it with a Deft re of Knowledge, and ar- 
dent Love of Truth. Now, as he that comes 
to borrow Fire, if he ftay too long warm- 
ing hin>felf with his Neighbour, oftentimes 
difappdints his own BuCnefs ; fo the Man 
that comes to be inftruftcd by another, if 
he think^not himfelf obliged to fet fire (if 
I may fo call 4t) to his own Invention, and 
exert his own Faculties, .he may get the 
Name of a Proficient, as we get a Q)lour 
by fitting by the Fire, but fhall never dif* 
pel the Darknefs of his Undcrftanding by 
the Light of foreign Precepts. 

The Company iat fo filent and attentive, 
that Celadon began to think he was already 
turn'd Declaimer ; and, flopping (hort, with 
fome Confufion, begg'd Leave to with- 
draw, and furnilh himfelf by Contempla- 
tion with the Materials he fhould want in 
B 4 the 
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8 IntroductioNc^ 

the Dlfcharge of that Office they were pleased 
to impofe on him ; having promised that h^ 
wouFd endeavour to oblige thenrr with all 
the Difpatch in his Power ; and that they 
fhould not long expeft the firft Effay of his 
Performance^ which he defignM to lay out 
on the Subj^(5l of Education. 



EDUCA- 
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EDUCATION. 

TH E Care of Education is a Work of 
the highett: Moment, as all the Ad- 
vantages or Mifcarriafjes of a Man's Life 
are, in a great Meafure, dependent on it, 
*Tis the Duty therefore of Parents to infufe 
into the untainted Youth early Notices of 
Jujtice and Honour^ that fo the poffible Ad- 
vantages of good Parts may not take an 
evil Turn, nor be perverted to bafe and 
unworthy Purpofes. It has been the Com- 
parifon of a celebrated Author, that as 
Marble in the Quarry fhews none of its 
inherent Beauties, till -the Skill of the Po- 
lifficr fetches out the Colours, makes' the 
Surface Ihine, 'and difcovers every orna- 
mental Cloud, Spot, and Vein that runs 
through the Body of it : So Education^ after 
the fame Manner, when it works upon a 
noble Mind,' draws out to View every la- 
tent Virtue and 'Perfe^ion, which without 
fuch Helps are never able to m^*ke thetr 
Appearance. Noris the Want of Edu- 
cation a private Injury alone to the neglefted 
B 5 Infant^ 
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Infant, but the Public likewife, in fonne 
Degree, fuftains a Prejudice froni it : It is 
an Evil, that, as it were, ftarvcs Poftertty, 
and defrauds our Country of thofe Perfons, 
who, with due Care, might make an emi- 
nent Figure in their refpcdive Pofts of 
Life : For if we will trouble ourfchres 
to look round with impartial Eyes, we 
fhall be convinc*d, that there arc, indeed, 
but very few to whom Nature has been 
fo unkind, that thciy are not capable of 
fhining in fome Science or other. There 
is a certain Byafs towards Knowledge in 
every Mind, which may be (IrengthcnM 
and improvM by proper Applications* 

It muft be then the great Bulinefs and 
Concern of Parents to fet the Mind right,, 
that on all Occafions it may be difpos'd 
to confent to nothing, but what may be 
iiiitable to the Dignity and Excellency of 
a rational Creature. As the Difference 
to be found in the Manners and Abilities^ 
of &len, is owing more to their Education 
than to any thing elfe, we have Reafon 
to conclude, that great Care is to be had of 
the forming Childrens Minds, and giving 
them that Seafoning early, which ihall in* 
fluence their Lives always after. For when 
they do well or ill, the Praife or Blame 
will be laid there ; and when any Thing 
is done aukwardly, the common Saying 

will 
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will pals upon them. That U is JititdbU to 
. ibeir Breeding. 

This very aptly brjpgs into my Mind 
the Story of Lycurgusj the Lacedemonian 
Lawgiver, as relat^ by Plutarch. " He 
•* took two Whelps of the fame Litter, 
^* and ordered them to be bred in a quite 
*' different Manner ; a While after he took 
•' an Occafion, in an Aflcmbly of the Peo- 
** pie, to difcourfe of what great Ad van- 
•* tage the cuftomary Praftice of whol- 
** fome Inftruftions and Precepts was to 
•*• the Attainment of Virtue : In the Clofc 
^' of his Harangue he told them, that to 
** uifmuate his Arguments more power- 
^' fully, he would make an Appeal to 
♦* their. Senfcs, and let them fee a De- 
•• monftration of his Words, by Example : 
*' Upon this, the two Whelps were ordered 
*• to be brought into the Hall, and there 
•* was fet down to them a Difh of Frag- 
•' ments and a live Hare. One of the 
** D(^ immediately (as he had been bred) 
*' flics upon the Hare, and the other as 
.** greedily runs to the Fragments. While 
f^ the People were mufing and racking 
'• their Brains to find out the Moral of 
** this odd Proceeding : This, fays Lycur^^ 
^^ gus^ is purfuant to what I before told 
y^ you 5 for fee thofe Whelps do as they 
**^ were bred 5 and tho* they arc both of die 
""" ^ B 6 ** fame 
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/' lame Litt«-, yet the Diverfity of Breed- 
^^ ing hath made the one a. good Hound, 
•' and the other a Curr, good for nothing 
•' but to lick Pots or Dilbes." The EfFccls 
of Hatiire and lici>it are th^ fagdc in every 
Species as in an Human Body.. What 
Horfc, well managed ftom a Golt proves 
not eafily governable: hy. the Rider ? And 
are not the wildefl- and moft favage Beafts 
made tame, and brought to Hand by In- 
duftry ? Youth is the proper and only Se^- 
fbn for Erudition ; and if it be neglefted 
then, 'twill be too late, when Maturity ren- 
ders the Mind too fiubbom and inflexible/ 

Ftngit equum ienerdriocUem^rerviee JMagi/hr 
Ire viamy quam tnonftrat Eques^ &c. 

Says Horace, 

The Jockey trains ibe young and tender Horfe^ 
While yet foft-moutb'd 1^ breeds bim to tbe 

Courfe : 
n^ tVbelp^ fince when itV HaU be learrfd 

to, bark 
At Buck-lkinsjiuff^d^ now ranges (?er tbe Park. 
NoWy nowy whilft young with virtuous Rules 

begin ; 
Suck boly Precepts nowj and free from Sin. 
IFbatfeaforfdfirJl the Vejfel keeps the Tap. ^ 

Crbeck. 

The 
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Tlie ASnd is to Idc made ebedienc to 
JXfeiphne^ and pliant to Reafm^ while it b 
ycc tender, and cafy to b^ bow*d i but if 
we fufier ill Pruicipks to get ground on 
Infency, Vfce to debauch, or Paflion to 
pervert Reafen> in that unguarded Age'^ 
when we have once made an ill Child, 
*tis a foolifh Ezpe£btk>n to promife oef- 
felves he fhall prove a good Man. Shall 
we w<»idcr afterwards to tafte the Watcfe 
bitter, when we oiirfelves have firft poi- 
4biifd the Fountain ? 

• If our Young^ones labour under any 
IxiBrmity of Body, Nature knocks at our 
Breaft, and all the Fears and ASedions 
of a Parent are alarmM to remove their 
Uneafinefe ; if their Cheeks but flufh, or 
FuHes beat high, we ape immediately ap- 
prehenfive of fom* fcveriili- ttfpofition; 
and fhould we not have as* watchful an 
Eye on the Tprments and diftemperM 
Sailics of their Souls? Shall we let per- 
^licious Habits take their Courfe in Touth^ 
and flaittcr ourfelves, that as Senfe ftrengtlii- 
ens, and Judgment grows ripe in them, 
they will correct in* themfelves the faulty 
Indulgences of their childi(h Years, or at 
leaft be better feafon'd by Age for the 
Precepts we can give them againft Folly 
orimmoraJity? 'Tis a Suppofition moll 
erroneous in iifcl^ and fatal in its Con- 

fequences •, 
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iequences ; for he that is not osM to fub- 
mit his Will to the Reafon of others when 
be is young, will fcarce hearken or fub- 
mit to his own Reafon, when he is of an 
Age to make ufe of it : And what a kind 
of a Man fuch an one is like to prove, 
is eafy to foreiee. But could we admit, 
that this happy^ Change might be efieded 
at approaching Maturity, ihall we dare to 
promife ourlelves Life to that Day, and 
that Heaven will (pare us purpofely on 
Earth for this procraftinated Reforma- 
tion? I cannot forbear thinking we are 
fubjed to the Imputation wherewith, as 
Diogenes Laerfius tells us, Empedocks chargM 
the People of Agrigentum •, Mdtficare^ ut 
femper Fiffuros ; genio mdulgere^ utpajiridk 
morUurcs: That they indued tbemfetves in 
Eatings as if they were to die on the Morrow ; 
hit huUt up their Houfes as ^ they were ia 
live to Eternity: So do we humour our 
Children in Luxury and Intemperance, and 
make them*Sharers in all our Extrava- 
gances, as if an Hereafter would be too late 
in thofe Points ; but we rear up their Souls 
and Inclinations to Virtue and good Man- 
ners as flowly, as if it were ftill too fbon 
to begin the Strufture. It would not be 
amiis in this great Duty of Education^ to 
liften to the Admonition of Pytbaganasi 
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it^ATivoHa^ Tov ew. ^sytmr Duty to a- 
deavour at Increafi in your Generation^ he^ 
caufe you ought to leave behind you tbofe that 
may reverence and rejpe^ the Deity. It is 
not a Praife to increafe our Species in Num^ 
her alone, if we cannot make our Work- 
manfhip of Value : Capacity, good Senfe, 
and a thoufand commemlable inherent Qua- 
lities, may be interred in the Bofbm of the 
Party that, poflefles them, and entirely 
loft to the Wwld, if the Benefit of Educa- 
tfon^ and proper J&i^ti;^^^^^, do not come 
ki tq their Relief draw them forth from 
Ot&urity, and niake them as extenfively 
ufefol as Nature firft defign'd. For what 
Man is not convinced he is an uieleis Per- 
ion, though he has erer io many good 
(^alities, and erer fucb eictraordinary 
Merit, when he confiders at his Death, he 
leaves a World which is not like to miis him, 
and fuch Numbers to fupply his Place ? 

Since then (b much depends upon Edu-- 
cation J great. Care fliould be taken to form 
Children to the Principles of Religion : The 
Byafs fhould be fet right at firft, and the ' 
Mind prepoflefsM, as it were, for the In- 
tercft of Virtue. This b the Way to fmooth 
the Paflage to an happy Life^ to reconcile 
Appetite to Reafon, and make the Afiedti- 
ons more manageable afterwards. For the 
Motion is ftrongly directed, and the Bene 

tgken 
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taken from the firff Imprcffion: And Cif- 
flora wfll make a g<»d Priftice as cafy a» 
a bad ofte. For as .in CWIdhood' the Me- 
mory is ftrt)rtg, and the Body capable of 
Application; fo as yet the Mind is not 
tJttrercKargM- with Cares, the Power of In^- 
tereft is not grown wp^ and^ the Baits of 
Pleafure being fomcwhat out of Sight, 
they are unfeiz*d by the Prevalence of Ha- 
bit, and the Infedion of ill Company. 

Vice, if we may believe the general 

Complaint, ripens fd faft now-a-Days, and 

runs up to 5eed fo early in young People, 

that it is almoft impoffible to keep them 

from the fpreading Contagion, if we will 

venture thtm abroad in the Herd, and truft 

to Chance or their dwn Inclinations- for 

the Choice of their Company* ^Tis VirUte 

which is- the hard and valuable Phrt to 

,be aim'd at in EducMion \ all other Con- 

fiderations and AccompliOiments (hould 

give way, and* be poftpon*d to this. It is 

.the folid and fubftantial Good we fliould 

labour to implant and fallen in their Souls, 

and never ceafe till thfey have attained a 

-true Reiifi of it, and placM thcil- Strength, 

their Gk)i7, and their Ple^fure in it. Jll 

eur Acfdifitms by J^ahur^ ^ Traj^c-^ our 

' Lands ^ Pojeffions^ and every ^Ing^ are fith- 

Jkrvient tchVirtut \ fays Saluft^ in his Proem 

loCalUitu^ '^^ hominn arant^ na^igant^ 

* iBdif canty 
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adificanfj wrMi omnia far^nL - Sed muUi 
Mor tales ^ dediti Vintri^ at^uejimm^ iudodi^ 
incultiguej vitam ficuti pre^rinwtes tra^ 
fien: quibus prcfeSo contra naturam^ cor* 
pus voluptati^ anima onerifuil. Eorum ego 
vitam mortemque iuxta a^ftim^ : quoniam de 
utraquefiletur. 6ut th^e are a Number of 
Mortals, who being ablblutely reOgn*d to 
Luxury and Lazineu^ withqut lj«arning or 
Embelliftiments, fpend their whole Lives, 
like Travellers in a Foreign Country, with- 
out being known or taken notice of. To 
fuch Men as thefe, contrary to the Defign 
and Inftitution of Nature, their Bodies have 
been all their Pleadire, but their SouU z 
Burthen and Clog on theni : I look on their 
Lives and Deaths to be much the fame, 
as both are the Object) of Silence aotl 
Obfcurity. 

'Tis fcarce to be doubted, 1 think, but 
•the .very fpring and Root of Honefty an^ 
Virtue lie in the Felicity of lighting on a 
Good Education: the beftowing of which, 
to the beft of their Power and Capacity, is 
as incumbent on Parents, as the giving their 
Children Food and Raiment, And can that 
Man profefs himfelf a Father, and pretend 
to Fondnefs and paternal Affeftion, that 
only ufes his Child as a Plaything, makes 
a Farce of Boyifli Converfation, brings him 
up to Pomp of Habif> Nicety of Diet,'apd 

a Series 

Digitized by Google 



l8 EDtrCATION. 

a Scries of new Plcafures, fwells his little 
Bread with Pride, and Expeftations of what 
he is born to \ yet neglefts the Important 
Part of his Kindncfs, a Liberal Education? 
Should we not accufe an Hufbandman of 
Lazinefs or Ignorance, that did not take 
care to prop up his feeble Plants ? Should 
we not reckon hrm a weak Man, that kept 
a large Sum rf Money by him, without 
turning it to Account or Improvement? 
Afid yet too many Fathers there are, that 
fo love their Money beyond the Intereft of 
their Children, that, left it fhould coft •fern 
more than they are willing to fpare, they 
rather rear them up in a cheap Ignorance. 
How can fuch Men dcferve the Name of 
Father 5 J who are more concerned to gratify 
themfelves or Friends in Trifles or Senfu- 
ality, than to have their OfF-fpring neceffa- 
rily educated ? Crates^ the ancient Philofo- 
pher, was wont to fay. That ^ be could 
itniverfally he heard from an Eminence^ be 
would make this Proclamation thence^ What 
mean you Fellow-Citizens ^ that you thus turn 
every Stone to fir ape Wealth together ^ and 
take fo little Care of your Children^ to whom 
one Day you muft relinquifh it all? Thofc 
Parents do like him that is folicitous about 
hb Shoe, but negledb the Foot that is to 
wear it. This Indolence (not to give it a 
harflier Title) in Fathers^ proceeds from that 

prevailing 
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prevailing Diftempcr cXAvarke^ that makes 
thetn only confider the prefent Moneys they 
fave by this frugal Impiety, without hav- 
ing any diiiant Views to the fatal Coni<s 
quences refulting from their fparing, but 
unjuftifiabJc, Condufl: and Oeconomy. The 
firft, but certain Iffuc of this NegleSi ef 
fEducationj is, that the Touib becomes tlie 
Mark of Public Contempt and Derifion : 
The Follies, he cannot by the bare Force 
^f unedified Nature fmother or correft, lay 
him open to the Obfervations, and thence 
malicious Detractions of Company: All 
their Wit and Envy is employed to found 
his Want of Underftanding ; and when 
his Wcaknefe has betray*d him to the Ene- 
my, they moft ongeneroufly infult the 
Wretch, and make Wm a Tool to their 
Pleafurc and Raillery. Whoever certainly 
would with Serioufiiefs perufe the Satyrical 
Character my Lord Rocbefier has given ef 
an unpoli(h*d Country Squire, would firm* 
Jy rcfolve to make it his Endeavour to pro- 
te£t his Son from deferving the Lafh c^ 
tfuch Satire. 

In EafterTermj 

My young Mafter^s Worjbip comes to Town% 
From Pedagogue and Mother jufi fet free^ 
The hopeful Heir of a great Family ^ 
'^hat with Jirong Beer and Beef the Country- 
ruleSf 

And 
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^^»d evtr ftnc4 tb( Conque/i have heeH Fools." 
/fftd Jiill With careful ProfpEt to maintain 
fTbat CbaraSer^ l^ croffing of the Gram 
jShouid mend the Booiy-breed, bis Friends 

provide 
A Coufin of ins own to be bis Bride ^ 
And thus fet out , 

With an Eft ate y no fFit^ and aymng Wife^ 
Tbe'folid Comforts of a Coxcomb* s Life^ 
Dungbiland Peafe fbrfook^ be comes to Town^ 
^urfis Sparky learns to be lewdy and is unr 

done. 

, If limy be made an Obfcrvation of gene- 
jal Proofs and a Rule Which admits of 
very few Exceptions, That your ra^ un- 
<iifciplin'd Touth is ever fond of affuming 
•the Charafter of a Fine Xientkman ; but he 
|>arits after only the Bravery and Outfidie 
of their Comprfuion \ is affeftcd with the 
\Qwrni5 and Freedom of their Mien, and 
^pes it with an aukward, but diflblute Gal- 
lantry. From this acquired Fop^ he ftudies 
.to make himfelf a Rah \ thinks *tis fine 
and fafliionable to frequent public Places, 
where Men of referv'd Notions and Prin- 
ciples decline being fecn : Is ambitious of 
feeming to know the Town, be converfant 
with Gallantries and Extravagance ; gleans 
'the fjiftories of romantic Intrigues from 
Coffee-Houfc Converfation, and puts them 
\ ' upon 
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upon the next Company for his own. Yet 
tho' he* talks with all the fpecioiis Infbrma-' 
tion, he is this Woman's Cully, atrd the 
Sharper's Bubble. If of a timorous and 
cowardly Difpofition, perhaps, he is only" 
impotent in Vice, and a vain AfFcfter of 
being thought wild : If he have the Seeds^ 
of Daring and- Rcfolutiori in his Soul, he 
fteps boldly into Enormities, and is- only 
afraid of being cotmted Sober and Precifc :. 
efteems all religious Duties ^iperftition and' 
Prieft-craft ; a modcft and virtuous Be-; 
haviour ftupid and fimple; looks on Mora-^^ 
lity as an unmanly Tye on his Temper ; and* 
that it is a Diminution to him either to be* 
careful of his own Fame, or his Creditors 
Wants. Thus, thro* Contempt of a found 
and orderly Way of Living, he precipitated 
himfclf into riotous and fervile Pleafures.' 
Then will thofe Parents dearly repent, when" 
it is too late to amend rt, and vex themfelves 
even to Diftradion for thofe vicious Courfes 
of their Children, unto which their own 
Negletft hath betray'd them. When they 
b:ihold them fquandering their Siibftance in ' 
Feafting, fhaking it off with Rooks at the 
Hazard-TaHe, employhig it to compound 
a Drunken Battery, or lavifliing it^ in the 
Support of a Strumpet^s* Extravagance ;' 
while by all thefe purfued Amufements of 
a deprav'd Inclination^ they are only pur-* 
• . . ' chafing 
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chafing DIfeafes, riding Poft after Poverty, 
and running themfelves both out of Health 
and Credit. 

One might be much more prolix in enu- 
merating the ill Efiefb and Mifcarriages 
that attend the Want of a regular Educati- 
on ; but let every Man's Imagination, from 
this fhort View, widen the Profped of his 
own Thoughts j let him confider, in the 
Compafs of his own Acquaintance, who 
has been faulty in this Regard, and then 
trace the known Confequenccof that Error, 
If not yet fo, let him in Fancy make him- 
felf a future Father^ look with Deteftation 
on an Omiflion that brands himfelf and his 
Pofterity, and be afhamed to train up an 
Heir to his Fortunes, whom the whole 
World will judge imperfedt, and but half 
made. I look upon a fVtfe Father^ like an 
Jrtful Painter \ the begetting his Child is 
only chalking out the Grois Lines of his 
Piece ; Educating him, is laying the Co- 
lours, and the Manner of that Education, 
is the Strength and Felicity of hb Lights 
and Shades: By the Boldnefs of the Strokes, 
and finiftiing Beauties, every one will de- 
termine of the Workman's Skill and Ac- 
curacy ; by the Want of Strength, or De- 
viation of Nature, they will as readily find 
out his Ignorance or Carelefihefs : This 
Im^ge puts me in Mind of a Story not 

unapplicablc 
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uoapplicable to thefe deficient and unper- 
forming Fathers. *Tis faid, A wretched 
Painter^ Jhewing Apellcs a PiSlure^ toldlnm 
wiibal, Tbaf he had taken a very little Time 
to draw it. If thou hadft not told mejo^ faid 
Apellcs, I fee Caufe enough to believe it was 
abafiy Draught. The Manners, and Deport* 
ment of our Sons will be ftrong Evidences of 
our Negligence in cultivating them, and lay 
us open to the Reproof of every judicious 
Obfervator. 

Tis plain, therefore, thsit a good Educa- 
tion^ and regular InJlruSlion^ are the heft 
Portions we can beftow on our Children, 
and fuch only as can truly enrich them •, and 
thofe two afford great Helps and Affiftances 
towards the Attainment of Virtue and Fe- 
licity. For all other good Things are but 
Human, and of fmall Value, fuch as will 
hardly recompence the Induftry required to 
the getting of them. Wc all might defirc 
to be well defcended -, but *tis,of our An- 
ceftor's Goods, not our own : Riches arc 
valuable, but the Goods of Fortune, who 
frequently takes them from the Poflcffon, 
and carries them to thofe that never fo much 
as hop*d for them. Glory is a Thing 
deferving Refpedt, but unftable> Beauty 
is a Blefling, but of a fhort Continuance \ 
Health a precious Enjoyment, but eafily 
impaired J Strength a Quality of Defirc 

and 
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and Service, but apt to be th6 Prey of Dif-. 
eafes and oM Age : But the inherent Pof- 
feflions of Virtue and found Principles, and^ 
thofe noble Qualifications of the Mind* 
which are treafurM there, by ajuft Inftitu-' 
don and habitual Praftice, are fiot to be* 
iRolefted by Fortune, decayM by Time, or' 
taken away by the Tyranny of Accidents. 

*Tis Education alone that can mend Na- 
ture, and improve the Talents of that great 
Benefaftrefs. Has flie given us a compe- 
tent Share of Senfe ^nd Reafon ? Education 
carries up our Senfe to Wifdom, and our 
Reafon to Judgment. It is the learned 
Alchymiji that purges away our Drofs, and 
fublimes our Difpofitions : That reads us 
Lectures of Ufe upon every Turning and 
Winding of our Aflions •, informs us in 
our general and particular Duties •, teaches, 
lis to worrtiip Heaven,, to honour our Pa-. 
rents, to reverence our Elders, to fubjeft 
ourfelves to the Laws, to obey, our 
Governors, to love our Friends, to che- 
ri(h our Wi^es, be affedionate to our 
Children, and not infolently injurious to 
our Servants : It ftrikes in with Fhllofophy 
in many I-eflbns; teaches us not to be* 
over- joyed in Pfofperity, nor too much de- 
jcded in Adverfity : not to be diflblutc in 
our Pleafure^i nor in Aftgcr to betranfport- 
cd to a Fury that \i brtrtal. ' 
^ " But 
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< But may it not be objefted, that tho 
refined Educaiiotjj which is capable of tbefe 
Advantages^ is calculated but for one Clafs 
of People: That I have accommodated my 
Precepts to the RUb alone, and neglefted 
to fuit dicm to the Children of the Plebeian i 
I t>Qpe my Diicourfe ihall not be a Sufferer 
by this Conftrudion ; every one is to confute 
htt Fortune and Circuoiftances, and with 
the Dire&ion of bis Country Adage, Cut 
ids Coat according to bis Clotb. If fomc 
tbfough the Narrownefs of their Eftates, are 
difabled from making the Advantages they 
otherwife might, they have difcharg'd their 
Duty, in beftowing on their Children the 
befl; Education that their Abilities will reach : 
I have not limited my Difcourf^ to any 
particular Method of purfuing if, I have 
fpoken as yet abftraftedly of the Matter, 
with Reference to the Influences it has on 
the Mind, and as it m^y be the Road to 
lead Children to Virtue and Goodnefe. 

It is therefcre in every Parentis Power, 
of what Degree. or Circuoifcin^s foever, by 
Exhortations, and rational Motives, to pre- 
pare the Bread of 'Jbiis Child for the Re- 
ception of what is juft and right ; to re- 
prehend or encourage him according to 
the Variety of Occafions •, to make ' his 
Memory the 5tore-Houfe of Piety and 
good Principles j to make him affable and 
C cour- 
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courteous in Difcourfc and Behaviour; to 
keep him from Luxury ; bridle his Paflions, 
and rcftrain his Adions *, to fet Examples 
before him fit for his Imitation, and not de- 
bauch his Condufl: by Patterns of Licen- 
tioufnefs; to accuftom him to fjpeak the 
Truth ^, and to account it^ as indeed it is^ a 
Matter of Religion fo to do. 

Thefe are Points independent on /(ffk^ 
ence or Straightnefs of Fortune \ and wherein 
Parents will aflift themfelves from their 
own Prudence, and Propenfity to Virtue : 
The Cafe difFers as to that other Branch of 
Education^ the giving their Children the 
Knowledge of Booksj and of the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences i which I (hall comprehend un^ 
dcr the general Title of Learning. 



LEARN- 
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THOUGH Cicero has aflcited, that 
Nature, without Learnings has of- 
tenef been of Prevalence to the Attainment 
of Praife and Virtue, than Acquired Leatn- 
ing without the Foundation of a Natural 
CapacUyi yet he means it not as a Dodrinc 
that fhould difcourage our AfFeftion to LeU 
ten. For however d^ply that great Man 
ftood indebted to N^iur^, his Obligations 
were ftill higher to Books and Knowledge ; 
his Faculty of Pleadings and Charms of Ora^ 
iory, arofe from his Diligence and Accuracy 
in Study : He could contemn the light 
Amuferaents of aF^ftivaJ, or any other in- 
viting Pleafures of his Time, and tafte a 
folid and finccre Enjoyment in the Peruf^ 
of an Author, that feafted his Senfes, and 
improved his Mind. 

I cannot conceive the Man abfolutely 
complcat, whofc natural Endowments arc 
not afliftcd and cnltivated by Learning ; we 

. - " C 2 ought 
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ought to have the fame Mixture in tis 
on all Occafions, as Horace judges necefla- 
ry to a Poet for the compc^g of a perfcft^ 
Poem^ 



' Ego ne< Jiudium Jme diviu vma^ 



Nee rude ^uid profit y ifideo^ %ngeilium\ 'aberiusJtQ 
Jkera pofcit opem res^ isf conjurat amice. 



' ■ ' ■■ ' ' ' To Jpiak ffiy Thitq;tt I hardfy iaom"' 
ff^atwitkfs Ari^ or artkfi WH cak do: 
EacbifyitfelfisvatHy rmfwe\ butjoitud^ 
Their Force is JhoHgi each proves the others Friendi 

There are Millions of inftances that 
evidence the Force of Induftry, and tiecef- 
fary Application: I (hall content myfelf 
with one Comparifon, which is obvious to 
every Man's Thoughts, and which to me 
feems applicable to tl^ Purpofe in Hand. 
A Man's Ground may of itfelf be good ; 
yet if it be unmanured, it will contraft 
Barrcnnefs ; and by how much the better it 
was naturally, by fo much will it be ren- 
dered the worfc, if through Carclcflhcfs it be 
iU-huibanded. On the other Side, let a 
Man's Ground be more than ordinarily rough 
aA(5 rugged, yet Experience tells us, that if 
it be well manured, it will quickly be made 
capaUe of anfwering his Labour. Thus a 

go(ki 
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good natural Capacity may be imparM b^ 
Sktbfulnefs and Dtfufe ; ibtts duU and hiovy 
Mtural Parts may be improved by Tnjiruc*^ 
turns and Indufiry. If Nature be not impro- 
ved by Learning J it is blind % if Learning 
be not affiiled by Natute^ it is maim*d : 
And if Exercife fail of the Afliftance of botb^ 
it is imperfeSt^ as to the Attainment of its 
End, 

On my Perufal of Plato's^ Immortali- 
ty of the Souly I could not help being afitd- 
ed with one peculiar Notion of Socrates^ 
vihcvt he advances, ^* That the Learning: we 
** acquire by Paini and hard Study, is but 
-•* a Remcmfarance and RecollciSion of our 
^< Ideas ^ that the Knowledge of them all 
'^ was implanted tn vb before we were born v 
f^ and if we. were not ccnHiniially fcrgetting 
^^ . the Knowkdgfsoff tiiefe ImpreflioM, there 
f« wtiuld be die f^nieNeceflity for OS always 
^* td know them, as to be bom with them: 
** For that the Definition of Knowbg, is 
f^ to retain, and not lofe what we have learn^ 
** ed; and the Definition of Forgetting, is 
** the lofing.chat Knowledge we before were 
•' poffeflfci of/* It could not certainly be 
amifs, as to our Improvement^ if we coyld 
believe thofe Principles true ; if we could 
perfwade our felves that Nature had fur- 
piihM us with Unwerjal Knowledge^ which 
chro' the Weakneis and loibknce of CbUd- 
C 3 hood 
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bood we have forfeited and fufTered to Aide 
gradually from owr Memories : How care- 
fully ihould we labour to retrieve the Know- 
ledge of thofe loft Idea's, and rcfurnifli our 
Souls by Diligence and Study, with thofe 
Treafures we firft ow*d to the Beneficence 
pf Nature? 

However, without wandering after fuch 
eccentric Sentiments, we need no ftronger 
Incentives to Learmngy than to know what 
Figures we (hall make in the World wixh 
this great Accomplifliment. Let us but 
caft our Eyes atn-oad, and fee how the 
Gjentleman is improved by the Scholar: 
How by the Labour of a few Years of JSr«- 
dition^ he ftands polTefs'd.of Advantages 
.^hat will ftick by him to bis lateft Hour: 
What exalted Notions he entertains from 
it of his Creator^s Onuiipotence, and In- 
dulgence to Man ! What a wWe Scene of 
Nature^ and her Operations, is opened to 
bis View! What Grounds it gives him of 
Admiration and Delight ! How is his Tafte 
of Enjoyments refinM! And how is he 
made capable of being charmM^ and of 
charming in his Turn, with communicated 
Knowledge t Nobilky, Riches^ State and 
Supremacy can procure us a cuftomary Re- 
fpc:d, and make us the Idols of an unthink- 
ing Croud ; but Knowledge and Learning 
alone recommend us to the Love of thofe in 

a fupe- 
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i fuperior Oafs, wh6 admire more the 
Merits of our Underftanding, than the Ad- 
vantages of oiir Birth and Fortune. Learn- 
ing alone, of all Things in our PoflTtrflion, is 
immortal and divine : And two Things there 
are that are moft peculiar to Human Na- 
ture, Underftanding ancl Reafon ; of whiclv 
two, the Underftanding is the Mafter of Rea- 
foHy and Reafon the Servant of the* Under^ 
ftofiding. Thefe are againft all AflUults of 
Fortune impregnable ; not to be taken 
away by falfe Accufation, or impair*d by 
Sicknefs or enfeebled by Old Age. For 
the Underftanding only grows youthful by 
Age ; and Time which decays all other . 
Things increafeth Knowledge in us in our 
decaying Years, We may be plundered 
of our Wealth, defrauded of our Lands, 
and our Books may become the Prey of 
fome malicious Acddent •, but that Chance 
which robs us of our Library^ cannot take 
from us the Advantages we have reap'd 
by our prior Refort to it : Every Man of 
Reafon and Solidity, muft be touched with 
the agreeable Anfwer of Socrates^ who, 
when Gorgias aflc'd him, fFbat his Opinion 
was of the King of Perfia, and whether be 
jud^ahim happy\ reply'd, ^hat he could not 
tdl what to think of him, hecaufe he knew 
not bow well be was furnifhed with Virtue 
and Learning. As judging hunian Felicity 
C 4 to 
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to confift in thofe Endowments, tod not 
thofc which are fubjeft to Fortune. In a 
Word Learmffg is your Companion and 
Afliftant in every Age, Place, and Cir- 
cumftance; Hac Jiudia adolefientiam aiunt^ 
feneSlutem MeStant^ fecuvias res omant^ ad^ 
nUerfn perfugium ac Jolatium frahnt: de-* 
kctant domif non impediunt fins: permc* 
Umt nohijiujny peregrinantur^ ruikantur^ 
lays Cicero. Thcfe Studies cheiriih our 
Youth, and delight our Age; are the Orna- 
ments of our Profperity, and Refuge and. 
Comfort in Advcrfity ; they pleafe us when 
at home, and never impede our Occa-» 
lions when abroad ^ they will watch tbe- 
Night with us, be our Fellow-Travellers* 
in the Road, and our Amufcments in tlic 
Country. 

But to dwell no longer on the bare 
Praifc and Recommendation of Leammg;^ 
I will endeavour to make my Sentiments 
of Ufe^ and explain how I would be uri* 
derftood when I advife this Attainment : I 
fliould ever heartily wifh my Son to be ^ 
Scholar, never defire to fee him a Pedant ^ 
be fatisfied that he was thoroughly ao- 
fjuainted with his Authors, but be ciifgufti*' 
ed to find him ercrnally fmcll of them : 
Garlic and Onions are not half fo naov 
feous at fecond Hand, as to be rudely 
hreailxcd upon by a Retailer of Fragn^tus>t 

The 
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The Map looks monftrous that ftalks 
about like a walking Library, and is for 
fpoutiQg his Pagan Quotatbns on evciy 
Company: This is a Vice and Crudity cf 
Learning: 'Tis {^ain there muft be an In* 
digeftion of Knowledge, when the Par* 
ty is fo <^refled with its Vapours. I love 
to iee a Man that has Modefty equal to 
his Capacity ; that does not covet to ap- 
pear like an Inquifition on his Neighbour's 
Parts ; th« niakes Learning an Embel^ 
Ufinnen$^ not an Affeffation}, and can be 
conttntto oonamnicate his Ideas of Things, 
without afiiimkig an Air of Supe* 
riority over the Pcrfon to whom he com- 
fnunkates. 

The Chcnoe of the 7i//(v or Scboolmafter 
is of gKat Moment to the Child's Improve«- 
mertt : He ought to be a Man that can read 
itmftrs^ as wdl as Books, and fee as far in* 
to the Bent of his Fiq>iPs Inclinations, as his 
Author's Meaning : He fliould know how 
to adapt iSd& Claflks to the Genius ^ and 
not impde H^nur and Horacey where 2)^- 
rnxj^keneSiOt Cmfia^s Commentaries would be 
inore acceptable. We have from oih* In- 
iancy a particuhr Tafte for a particular 
Subge6t and Argument : If our Defirts arc 
turned to Poetry, VirgU and Ovid will (till 
liave ftefh Charms ; if our Talents lie to 
^loq^ueocc anii <>patory, Ck^ro will make 
- - - C 5 the 
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the fVrongeft Impreflions ; or iS oiir Db-' 
light be confin*d to Hiftory, there are Au^; 
thors of Purity that may fcaft our Minds 
with that Science. Tliis is what the Tu^ 
tor is to find and praftife on the Scholar i 
^t above alJ, he muft labour not to fee 
bis Scholar's Capacity on the Rack ; op 
put him on lo&ng his Way in Uvy^ at an 
Age when he is only fit to . travel through 
Corderius or jEjbp^ 

Nor do I think we are t© wafte our 
Youth at School only to learn the Con- 
ftrudion of Gresk or Latin ^ or any other 
d^ Language: There is more rcquifitc 
thaa Grammar and Syntax^ Themes and 
Diftichs •, I'am vita quam Scbola difcere ne^ 
cejfe eji i. vfc mud learn Things ufeful to 
our Condu£t^ as well as ta difpute me* 
thodically. When we once underftand our 
Author^ Language, let us endeavour to 
be Mailers of his. Spirit v enter into his 
Genius, Wir,^ Defigns, and Difpofitions 
of them;^ enquire into the Principles and 
Morality he advances;, and if .gdod, make 
them Standards for our private Imitation^ 
Thus will Leamwg be ufeful and whole- 
ifomes our Improvement rife gradually^ 
as our Judgments ripen ;. our Breads be 
furni(h.*d with Rules and Ideas noble 
and pradicable, and remote from tbofe 
Tjcifles which juofl fuit the popular Huniojaic. 
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Wc are ttot only to govern our Appe- 
t^ in the Delights of Eating and Drink- 
ing, boc alfo to enure them to a like Tem- 
perance in Reading ; that while we make 
ufe of Authors as Food, we may purfuc 
that which is wholefome and profitable in 
thofe Things which we read with moft Plea* 
fure. For as a City cannot be fecure, if 
but one Gate be left open to receive the 
Enemy ; though all the reft be flvut v fo nei- 
ther can a Youth be fafe, though he be fuffi- 
ciently fortified againft the Aflaults of alt 
other Pleafures, whilft he is without any 
Guard againft thofe of the Ear. And by 
how much the nesirer the Commerce is be- 
twixt the Delights of that^nfe,. and thofe 
of the Mind and Reafon 5 by fo much the 
more, when he lies open on that Side is 
he apt' to be debauched and corrqpted 
thereby. 

I defign this Caution principally in the 
Reading of the Pt?^/i 5 for thoueh Poetry may 
afford fweet and wholfome Nfouriftiment to 
the Minds of young Men, yet it contains 
likewife no lels Matter of Difturbance and 
Emotion to them that want a right Con- 
duft in the Study thereof. The Epicureans 
were fo particularly prejudic'd againft this 
Science, that as they looked on it not on- 
ly as unprofitable, but hurtful, fo it was one 
of their Injunftions on then* Difciples, 

^ ' i C 6 TI©»ri|txdtI« 
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noiTi/Aftlos otyvtOMy in £v iratgTv^ tUithtH^ t9tt(ti 

nor maki Poem, Youth therefore here jutsifc 
keep a Guard on kfelf, and be careful of 
being feduced to their Htirt^ by that ^ich 
affords them fo much X>:tighU For a» 
Poetry many Times dcfcribes^ by Imffta- 
tion^ foul Actions, ufifeemly M awwrs, aPnd 
Padions, the young Student m^Yidc in fuch 
Defcriptions (altho* performed titfet fo ar- 
tificially ^d comiftfendabfy ) believe alt 
that is faid as true, or eftibraee it as good ^ 
but gtve it its due Cbmnriehdatidn dbty fo 
fcr as it fairs thfe SubjeA treated ot For 
the Goodnefi of Things themfelves dAStr^ 
much from the Goodiiefe ^f the Imitation 
©f them r The Gobdnefs of the latter, con- 
fitting only in Prop-icty and Aptnefs to? 
reprefent the former. Now the FiAioti 
and Reprefentation of evi»l Aftsv When it 
withal acquaints us with the ShaH^e and 
Damage befalling the Boers, is fo far 
kom hurting, that k rather profits hin^ 
that reads it r And Boys may be inftru^led 
by reading the Poets as they ought, to 
draw everf from thofe Paflages that are 
moft fafpedfecd for wicked and abferdf. 
fbmethirtg that is ufeful and profidabk t 
as the Bee is taught by Nature to gather 
t{ie fweeteft Honey from the harflxeft Flow- 
ers and fharpeft JhornSr 

Mr, 
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Mr. Ucke in \m excdknc Tmttifc of 
Education^ feemsfo&verietotbecherifhiDg 
and improving of a PoeHc Vem^ Azt ht h 
againft Boys making ci Verfes at School. 
He dif nks Fsutnts fhould labour to hare it 
ftiflcd and ft^pre&d as much as may he$ 
and knows not wbat Reaibn a Father 
can have to wifii his Son a Paef^ who 
does not defire to have him bid Defiance 
to all other Callings and Bufiw&» I cm* 
m>t apprehend the real Danger he ihti* 
mates from Verftficatian. Shall a Youths 
becaufe he finds feme Charms in writing 
an Epigram^ or trying at an Elegy, in* 
ftantly fhake Hands with all Thoughts and 
Defigns of Gravity and Moment ; PoeU$ 
na^ur ncn fit^ k z Maxim which will al* 
ways, in my Opinion, take ofi^ the Edge 
ftf tli^ Argymem : If Nature have not 
ilrongly turned a Youth's Genius that Way, 
if he be not born with the Seeds of Poetry 
in his Breaft, be may with Security read 
all their Vfarks^ and try his Fancy at every 
diftin^S* Species of Veifc •, yet not be in* 
jured, as to the Mealupes bAis to take isx 
Ufe, eiibeir fitm his Paitnts Prefcriptions^ 
Or his own Inclinations. 

This great Man ieems likewiie to be of 
Opinion, that Latin and Language are the 
leaft Part c^ a Child's Education. I think 
In&ncy can ^v«r b& ^T!;r4rardea'd with 



too 



d by Google 



jS Learning/ 

too many Languagrjy arid that' the utmbft 
Care fhould be taken to teach them to Cbil^ 
drcn. There is no Condition' of Life in 
which thefe arc not ufefol to tibem^ and fcad 
them equally to the Depths of Leantvfgj or 
the eafier and more agreeable Parts of 
Knowledge. If thk kind of Study, fo pain- 
ful and fo laborious, is put off *till Men 
arc fomewhat older, and conac to that Age^ 
ftiled by the Name of Youth, either they 
cannot make it the Objcft of their Choice, 
or if they do, they find it impoffibJe to 
perfevere in it. Tis to confume that Time 
in the ^ejl of Languages, which is fet 
apart for the Ufi which ought to be made 
of them r *cis confining, to the Knowledge 
of Words, an Age which wants already 
to go further, and leek for Things ; *tis, 
at the bed, iofing the fineft and moft va- 
luable Years of one's Life. 

So great and fo neceffary a Foundatiot^ 
can never rightly be laid, unleisit be when 
the Soul naturally receives every Thing, and 
is capable of deep Impreffions •, when the 
Memory is fifefh, quick, and fit for Study ; 
jwrlien the Mind and Heart are void of Pa.f- 
fions. Cares, and Defires -, and when thofe 
who have a right to difpofe of us, defign 
us for long and painftil Labours. I am 
perfwaded, the fmall Number of true 
Scholars,. .and great Njmnbcr. of fuperfif 
^ i ' cial 
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rial ones, come from the Neglcd of this 
Pradice. 

Languages are no more than the Keys rf 
Sciences y yet he who defpifea one flights the 
other: And there is a fort of Courage 
needful to fupport fome Tempers againtt 
the Scandal of Learning: They have en* 
tertain'd an eftaU^lifhed Opinion againft 
JLcarned Men ; they won't allow them to 
know the World, how to live, nor to have 
any Genius for Society \ and fo fend them 
back llripp'd to their Cloiet and their Books* 
As Ignorance is an eafy Scate, which cods 
but licde Pains, mod of the World ioU 
low it» and form fuch a numerous Party 
in Court,. City, and Country, that the 
Learned cannot bear up againft them. With 
many People Learned and Pedantry arc 
fynonymous : Nay, often when the rich 
Man (peaks, and fpeaks of Learnings the 
Learned Man muft be (iient, Uftenand ap- 
plaud, at leaft, if he would not pafa only 
for Learned^ 

I grant that to take Meaiures wholly 
from Books^ without looking inta Men and 
Bufinefs, is like travelling in a Map, where, 
though Countries and Cities are well enough 
diftingui(h*d, yet Villages and private Scats 
are either ovcrlook*d, or too generally 
marked for a Stranger to find. To be 
conftantly iji the. Wheels Jjaj neither Plqai- 

fure 
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fure oor Improvement in It. A Msai may 
as well cxpcdt to grow ftronger by aU 
ways Eating, as wiler by ahrays Reading. 
Too much overcharges Nature, and turns 
more into Difeaie than Nburifhment. But 
Bo(^s ifdl managed, afibrd Dire^ion and 
Piftovery t They fheng&en the Organs, 
enlarge the Profpeft, and grve a moro 
miyerial Infight mto Things, than can be 
learned from unleaered Obfervation. If 
they are well chofen, they neither dull the 
Appetioc, nor ftrain the Capacity, but re* 
frefh the Inclinations^ ibengthen the Pow- 
er, and improve wndcr Experiment: They 
entertain and perfedt at the fame Time, and 
convey Wifdom and Knowledge througli^ 
Pleafure. 

. I am iK)t to learn, Tbatthe poliihmg of 
our Undenfldndings, whiUt we negledt our 
Manners^ is of all things the moft inexou'^ 
fable : It may be too frequently ieen, per- 
haps, that a ^ifi Min is not always a good 
oncy and that the moft polite ^ts are the 
ie^ virtuous. But this may be attributed 
to the Folly of admitting /sf^/aod Learmng 
as Merit in themfelves, without oonQdering 
dtt Application of them, ^ht Defign cf 
Learnings (ays an applauded Author, is ei- 
ther to render a Man an agreeaUe Companhn 
$0 bmfelfy and teach him to fupport Solitude 
^mtb Pliofitre i otj if he it nol hrn to Mn 
I ^ ' ^ate 
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£fiafe^ tdJkfflytbiO'Defaij andfkntififbim 
with the Msausi^ getting one. Fbr Learnings 
whether fpculativt or pratHtd^ is^ in $0- 
pular or mix'd Govemmentiy the naiur£ 
Source of H^edtb and Honour. 

There are a fct of Men in the World 
who make it their Bufinefs to undervalue 
and depreciate every Thing: Thefc will 
not want Sentences to the Prtjudicc of 
Learning : They cry, with a contcoiptuous 
and magifterial Air, ThztiiufuaUy does hut 
improve what Nature endtwed us with: fbat 
he who wants good Sen^e^ : is. unbafpy in ha* 
wixg it\ for be has thereby only more ff^ays 
vf expo/mg bimfe^i And that be who bas> 
Senfe^ knows that Learning is not Kmwkdge% 
but rather the Art ofuftng it. 

I have one Thing to obfervc before I 
dofe this Head \ which is. That however 
great and ierviceable a Qualification Learn^ 
ing is, it is not of equal Service or Import* 
ance to every diftinft Degree of Men. *Tis 
Scandalous for a Gentleman of Birth olr 
Fortune to know no nfiore than he owes t6 
the mere Light of Nature^ the Information ^ 
Company^ or Family Converfatwn. But the 
Want of Letters and politer Knowledge 
is a very excufablc I>cfcct in him, wtS, 
after he is once gone from School, is nevec 
to have more to do with it as long as he 
lives. Canthere be any tbvDg »ore ddir 

cuIouS) 
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culous, than that a Father (hould wafte hflr 
Money and Son's Time, in fetting hintco 
lirarn the Rffman Language j when ac the 
iame Time he defigns him for a Trade^ 
wherein he, having no Ufe of Latin^ fails 
not to forget that Jittle which he brought 
ifrom School, and which^ 'tis t^n to one, he 
abhors, for the ill Ufage it procured hkii i 
Coold it be believed, unlcfs we had evtry 
where amongft us Examples of ie, that a 
Child (hould be forced to learn the Rudi- 
ments of a Language, which he is never 
to uic in the Coarfe of his Life be isdedgned 
V>9 and neglcft all the while thclVrtting a 
good Handy ^Lnd^Caftmg jiceompis, which ar« 
of great Advantage in all Conditions of 
^Life, and to. mod Trades indifpenfably 
ncGeffary 5 

If I can give my Son a Fortune fuffr? 
cient to keep him above the Affiftance of 
a Trade and Employment to hclpt out his 
Subfiftence ; if he have enough to make a 
•Figure, and be independent on the World ; 
let bis Learning and Accomplifhments be 
as univerfal as Schools and Academies can 
itirniih hiin withal ; but if' Providence 
Jfiave placed him in a lower Sphere, if he 
muft toil and ftruggle through the World 
for a Livclihoo^J, the Claffic Learning 
will not be the beft Step to bis Ad* 
vancemenc :;: Titere are AtuinmeUts .of ^ 

meaner 
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iweancr Nature will fcrvc him hioft, fuch 
as will turn him beft for Bufinefsy and 
are requilite for a Man of Tirade or Com^ 
merce. 

I cannot (hut up this Article, without a 
gentle Reproof to tbofe who have been 
fuch fhallow Proficients from a Liberal 
Education^ that they have only a fickly Af* 
fcftation of being thought learned: Thefc 
iinedefied Students will tell you, *Tbal Books 
are more inJiruHive than travellings and 
give you to underjiandy that they are Majlers 
of a tderahle Library. If you arc- at the 
Trouble of infpcding it, perhaps, you 
may find the CoUedion large, not of choice 
and feleft Authors : Number and Quality 
IS their Recommendation ; and if they arc 
gilt and lettered, well bound, and of the 
beft Editions, no matter what the C^/i^ 
confifts of; for the Pofleffors feldom put 
them out of their Ranks, or care to enter 
their boafted Library^ but out of a Vanity 
and A mbition of ftiewing it. 

Others there are, who, by an intempe- 
rate Defire of Knowledge, and Unwilling- 
nirfe to be' ignorant of any Thing, are grce* 
dy of all Sorts of Learning j and Maftcrs of 
none ; fonder of knowing mucb^ than know* 
ing welly and had rather be fuperficial Smac- 
tcrers in ftvcral Sciences^ than to dive pro- 
foundly into any fingle one : They.ewry 

where 
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where meet with Matters to itclauti them f 

^e BubWcs to their own rain Curiofity ^ 

and often, by very painful Effcwts, can ba( 

juft extricate themfclves from the greater 

Ignorance. 

Others again have the Key of tbc Sciences, 
but never enter themfclves; they fpend 
their Lives m harning remote and uielefe 
Languages. The moft trifling Idioms^ the 
moft ridiculous and magical CbaraSien em- 
ploy their Minds, and excite their In- 
duftry i they pity ibofe who content them* 
j^lves with (heir owaLangi^ge,, on at mofl: 
with Greek and Latin. Thcfe Mtn read 
all Hiftorians, and know nothing of Hi^ 
ftory % run through all Books, but are not 
the wifer for any ; their Dcfedt is a barren 
Ignorance of Things and Principles: But 
iheir beft Colkdlion, their greateft Riches^ 
ixwfift in Abundance oi Words and Pbrajes^ 
which they huddle together, and load 
their Memory withal, while their Under* 
(landings are empty and uninformed. 
. In fine, nothing has done Learning more 
Diflervice among the fenfihle Part of Man-^ 
kind, dian that indifcreet Value which 
Men of Letters oftentimes put upon the 
moft trifling Parts of Knowledge ; that 
fAtx^o(piKoltfjt,ux, in the Way of Scholarfliip^ 
of which ^heophrc^fius has given us a Cba* 
rader,. a& it relates to hiunan. Life and 

Affairs^ 



d by Google 



Learning. 4^ 

Affairs* 'Tis this that has brought fo iil 
a Report upon Critics, and Criticifm, and 
fonk extremely the Vahie of that Sort 
of Knowledge, which has been. of fudv 
excellent Ufc to the World, when wifely 
employed. 
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NO fooncr are our Toung Gentlemen 
defengag'd from the G)nfinement of 
Schools and UniverfttieSy but they defirc to 
appear independent in the World, to 
have their Condpft and Allowance in their 
own Hands, and to make a Figure from 
their own Aftions and Appearance : There 
is now a new Formation of the Man be- 
gun, to which the Taylor^ ACUiner^ Pe^ 
rukemaker^ dLnAHofer^ are all to contribute 
in their feveral Occupations, There is a 
Council held on every individual Part of the 
Body's Furniture, and the grand Bufinefs of 
Life fcems to confift in Knowledge of F^^^i^^ 
and Propriety of Drefs. 

All Gentlemen of Fortune j, at leaft the 
Toung and Middle-Aged^ are apt to pride 
themfelves. a little too much upon their 
Drefs \ and confequently to value others in 
feme Meafure upon the fame Confidcration : 
For it is grown, as the Guardian happily 

obferves. 
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oh&nr^, ^f univerfal Vfe in the CwduH 
^ Life: Civilities and Refpcdt are only 
paid to Appearance. 'Tis a Vamifli that 
gives a Luftre to every Aftion ; a Pafi- 
par-touty that introduces us into all polite. 
Affemblies 5 and the only certain Method 
of making moft of (he Youth of our Nation 
confpieoous. 

. Nor is this Extravagance dl Foppery cbn-' 
fin'd alone to what we might call our JDti- 
urnal Habit % nor cw i^e be bvcly content 
CO flQurifh in a lacid^Cp^tj and a fullrhot-* 
tomed Perrtwig \ btft we nriuft be equally 
modilh and tawdry in rfiat Undrefs, we 
refinedly ftile a Dejbabile. We have too • 
many of yoar empty Virtuofo^s^ that arc 
ambitious of glittering in this .State <^ 
Negligence, and fcfenx to takeagayCi?^ 
2it\d Slippers t y/kh ^Scatfmd Pariy-colout^d 
Gown^ tO;be the.Enfigns of Dignity and 
Di(tin£lipn. 

The Aduice to the ladies in the Regula- 
tion of JDr^/}, '}s as proper and.^^plicablc 
to our Sex, and the Reflection drawn from 
the pfimiuve Defigns of Habit, as much a 
iSubjedt for our Meditation. We fliould 
confider that Cloatbs were not the Effcd; 
of Pride, but of Sin ; and that inftead of 
making uis vain, they fhould ferye to hum- 
ble and mortify us, as having loft th^ In- 
nocence which was a much greater Orna- 
ment 
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meftt to yg than the moft glorious Appa*i 
rel can be ; fince Shame was the Original 
of Cloathing, it ought to be modeft ; and 
all Fafiiiofts which are not fo, are (mfti), 
arguing the Waatonnefc of the Wearer, and 
provoking that of die Spe6tator; both 
which carry Sin in diem. 

There is not a more contemptible Ani- 
mal in Nature, than a Man of meer Oui^ 
Jiie : I at cmce aMor, and am aKhamed of 
die Creature, that can look m the Miiona^^ 
ble Head of a Canij or Hiftge of a Smiff^ 
BoXy to be Accomplifiiments ^ that values 
htmfelf only on exterior Ornaments ; and 
riiinks ConduSi conHfts in the Regulation 
of a Grimace, a praftifed Smile, or a 
jladt^ Bow. 

There arc a Set of iuch intoUeraWe Fops. 
k the World, that feeing but a new fafliion- 
id Sbfli^ will look .upon cheir own, and 
blufh, and can no longer believe themfelyea 
drefl^d: That come to Church, only to 
fhew thpmfelves: Are proud of a fofe 
Hand j which they preferve fo by a fcented 
Pafte ; -Laugh wkh or without Rcafon, 
becaufe either way thw fhew tlie White- 
nefs of their Teeth : They ftudy an en- 
gaging Turn of the Head, and a fort of 
Sweetnefs and Languifliing in the Eyes, 
which they never forget to make ufe of, 
as Graces to. fet themfelvcs olF: Thei* 
: . very 
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tcry Gaits arc contrivcdr ^ artificial, 
«id every Step they take borrowed from 
a Minuet : 'Tis true, they wear Breeches 
and a Hat, and have fome aukward Pre- 
tence to Humanity •, but they are fo 
ttrongly oflfenfive to good Senfe and Rca- 
fon, that I had rathei" fee an honefl: Hod- 
tnandodj with his Girdle of raw Guts about 
him. 

It may perhaps be reply'd, in Vindication, 
of Drtfs and FaJhioHy That as Man is go- 
verned principally by his Senfcs, and lively 
ftruck by the Objects which appear to 
him in an agreeable Manner, Cloatbs con- 
tribute to make us agreeable Objefts, and 
we owe it to ourfclves to labour to appear 
fuch. Every Day's Ejcperience (hews us, 
among Variety of People with whom we arc, 
not acquairttod/ihat wd take Impreffionstoo 
feyourable and two difadvantagcous of Men 
at firft Sight from their Habit. I thii>k thc^c 
is a Condud and Medium to bciobfervM in 
Vrefs^ aa much as any Thing. A Youth ia 
the Poffcflion of an ample Fortune, cannot 
jjecpmmend his Underftanding to thofc 
who are not of his Acquaintance more fud^ 
denly, than by Sobriety in his Habit : Ai 
this is winning at firft Sight, fo a Perfon 
gorgeouily fine, , gives as immediate Of- 
fence^ 

D ^ 
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Efl modifs in rJhus^^tcttH demqtufin€$i 
Siuos uUra^ eUra^\ neqwitcwJifiertreQum^ 

Says Horace, 

then is a Mearrin^iUthingij ceriMtnJS^si 
If^icb to tranfgrifi a^rms us Knaoe^ 9f 

FMs. 

I would not hare my Son pra&iTe Rufti- 
eUy in his Apparel, or be cartkfs therein 
to a Pitch of Naftincfs 5 let him be cauti-^ 
ous of either Extreme : There h a wide 
Interval betwixt the Sloven and the Fop 4 
and fometimes as much Pride taken, and 
Afftftation ufed, of being unlike the reft: 
of the World in Drefs, as equipping the 
M^omplifimd Beau. 

I would be underftood, that I mean it iff 
a fooUfli thing, and which very much be- 
trays our Weaknefs, to furrender ourfelves 
wholly to reigning Cuftoms, and be Slaves 
toPaJhum^ either in Diet or HahU^ in Health 
or in Confcience : To have an AfFedkion, 
Aoc for choTe Things which are beft, but for 
thofe which are moft fought after, and in 
Vogue. A Man of Msde cannot be long fo 1 
ibr Faihions are very trai^ory : One has 
hardly deftroyed another, but 'tis juftled 
out by a newer, which muft itfelf make 
way for its Succeflbr. and which will not 
•' be 
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te the laft ; fudi is our Levity. During 
ibeie Revolutions an Age is (pun out, aol 
riien ail ^fe iarouroble EmbeUifiinients 
are ranioed among Tlungs pai):^ and dead 
to InxftsidoD*. 

A Gctithemzi^s ASea and Bebnmrzxt 
iiifficient to difcover liim, without any 
great Dependence upon Sliops and Taylon; 
After alU the beft Way of diftingui(hiiig» 
is by the $;jfditiet of tbi MbuL LetPeiv. 
fbm of ConcMtion ftrive rattier td be rvcber 
in their Diijpoftttoi than the Vulgar :^ Let 
them put on a beuer HutMur^ wear a finer 
Vnderfiandinif^ and fliew a more fhining 
fortitude. Let them ^pear remarkably 
juft, inofien&veand obiigii^« This is the 
way to be nobly popular^) md gives theni 
the Hearts, as well as. tiie CaDemony of 
dieir Inferiors. 

Is the Largene& of (xx Circumftanceit 
to be taken as an Eitcufe for Prodigality m 
Haiit t Becaule weaboond in Moiney and 
Vamty, have we tfaerefom the Liberty of 
being as expenfiveand modifb as we pleafe^ 
No, if our Fortunes fwell to an Excefs, let 
tbe Sorpkfage of oax Wealth rather be 
employ^ in Clothing tbe Poor : Lee our So^ 
|)eri3»iiae&'fia|qdy:tteir Want: of Necefla- 
ries ;. md fudta generous Ufeof Fortune 
wili give Luftie to our Reputation^ and 
Da snake 
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make 'the World look viith Woridcr' and 
Regard upon us. - - 

With what Advantage (hall .we convcjr 
cor MemoirJ to Pofterity, by. liiiakingoue 
SuMlance beneficial to our Country^ aad 
iaytng out oiA Abilities in the Service of 
Religion^ in promoting Jris or JOtowle^gel 
in eafiog the I>iftrcls.oLiijfiEeriogJMerit, 
and fettbg it free from the Tyranny of 
Deb^ ^and infuppoftablc Opprcflioi? of ^ 
ftanrii^ Circumftance ? .?Tis to be* hoped 
we bare,* and always fhall have ihining 
Examples of '\ Ciw^cf/y \ feme that think 
thcmfclves Heavetis SUw^irds in the Appli- 
cation of their Eftatcs, and employ the in- 
trtifted Tklems in dbing Offices oi\G(9d : 
fThefe. Men can qqntemn; the falfc Glare of 
a ff^ardrohc v and know tbat/;;^ Cloalhs fig*- 
nify nothing in the Value of a Man, be* 
caufc they are but Signs of Wealth at beft ; 
and as Cloaths don't fuppofe a Man con^ 
fidVnible, jfo neither c^an they . make him ib : 
Such Men -as tbefe radicr defpife this Kind 
xARmry \ diey arc.abov^, ftooping to tht 
vulgar Notion of Things, and fcorn to 
cftablifli their Reputation by tounter&k 
Signs of Worth. > 

I believe I may dare; jwonounoe it a.ge* 
ncral Maxim, That the greatcft Pr idp and 
AfFe^ation m.Jpparel^ arc lodged with 
f'erfons qf the mi^l (ubftantial Ignorance. 

The 
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The Souls of TJiots are aftuatcd mccrely by 
frail Senfe ; their Eyed are made their prm-* 
cipal Dir^ors, and dr^ them Into every 
pKeafing Gaiety that ftrikes their 'Fancy 
through that Senfc : Diverfity of Colour hal 
there ti powerful Charm -, Beauty and Ele* 
ganee confift in the dear Variety ^ and IVortb 
add DiJlinMon are the Confequences of Iheir 
Finery; ThQitFoohlnfTrappin^s^rt enough 
to make Mien of Gravity and found Rcai 
Ibn fick of ridi Habits ; and fuch a Profti- 
tution of Drefs muft make it naufeous to the 
Wife. We fhould be cautious of imitating 
the Extravag^fices of a Blockhead in manj^ 
Refpefts ; and fhali we fet a Guard on our 
Adbns only, yet at the fame Time puf oA 
the Colours of Frx)lery f It is finking be4 
neath our proper Level, going out of the 
Charaftcr we would in other Things fup- 
port, and difgricing the Digniry of our 
-Nature by admiring Tryies. ^ ^ 

' I could wifh our Country^ like many Parts 
abroad, oUig*d its Subjefts to a DiftinAion 
of Degrees in Habit i ; that we hzA' fumptuary 
Laws to confine the Condition of Perfons, 
and afferting the Heraldry of their Drefii 
as well as Precedency in Birth and ^a^ 
Uty: Then Ihould our Nobility ; be diftini 
guiflied from our Gentry \ our Gentry from 
^jraders and Mechanics ; and every Clafs 
and Order of Men reftrain'd frun an ille- 
:v^ D3 gal 
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gal afpiring mto a forhiddeh $£ati(fti. Ho\f 
many Tricks have been cairied on. For- 
tunes^ ftok, and Frauds c^niittcd, by a 
wortblefe Inferjoi^s putting on zp Air of 
Quality, affuming a Figure he had no Pre- 
tence to, and deceiving die Credulity of 
imfufpeding Strangers, that have taken bis 
Appearance of Grandeur for real, and con- 
fcntcd to their own Impofitions, fnain the 
fuperficial Luftre of a difguifed Varlct f 

There is one important Conjfidcration; 
which makes me with fomc Ardour dcfire 
fuch a Reftriftioa 5 which is. That rhe 
Credit and Fortwe of an iithjhims trac^ 
man too often fink in the fopporting die 
Extravagance of tbofe, whom Vanity 
prompts to provide hch^pm-df us tto 
State of their Purfe and Coi^ditioQ hare no 
' Pretence to. How mahy are there that pro-# 
fefs Gfntty in ithe World, and are prood 
of the Boafted W<>rth of lixetr Faniiliei» 
yet. feave neither HonoiYr nor Confc»nce 
enough to difchargethefe pa-fonal Engage^-* 
ments, but protra^ Paymestit to an iMirea^ 
fonaWe Date, and perhaps at laft force 
their Creditor to the Trpoble of a Profc* 
cution ? *Tis an ignominiotis Piece of/IoK 
jyfttce in os to lland inddbted for die 
finery we have worn Ttoread-bacc, andxalla 
pur Keafon as weU as Honour ia Que(lion» 
Let us.^iake thys Cafe oux omn^ ind 
- . ^ w wc 
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#c Ihair condemn the Praftrce wirfi the uiy 
moft ^Freedom and Impartiality : If a rcr 
puted Friend prefume lb. fer on hiilntetcfl: 
ifl my AflGbftion, as to borrow my Habit, 
and having borrowed, neglect to return it < 
Shall I not count him difhoncft and unge^ 
fierous ? And fliall I, on the Strength of 
fny Figure and Circumftanccs, prevail: on 
a ^radefmaH to fumifli me on Truft with 
what I mean to be carelcfs in paying fcr ? 
And (hall not he have as vile a Sufpicion 
cf my Integrity ?. Believe me, tbefe inten- 
tional Delays are real Frauds •» and how- 
-ever they appear in the Eye of the Law» in 
-Fa^ they are but mare Iketfed Robberies. 
Wc niay fin this Way with greater In^ 
tiemnity ; but the Efcape of Punilhmenc 
takes not* off fi^om the Btacknefs c^ our 
-Crime : All but^fuch as arc accuftomed to 
the iiniePaulvi^li dcfpife our Morals for 
•it;^- and be jape to believe; that k is not bai^e 
-Cbftfcience which reftrainsus from Enor- 
mities, which would make us liable to 2i 
-JAjdicial Corrcdbn. 

It feems to me plain^ that a diftitaguilhtng 
Bravciy of ^Hahit is bhly proper to mark 
out the Patrician^ oi^add extdrior Authori- 
ty tO'thofe who arepoficffed of f)ublic 
Charges in a Goverhn^ent, For as People 
generally talte their Meafures more from 
the A^pearaiQce^. tfaaqi.iReakai.oC Things, 
' ' - w ^ D 4 their 
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their Apprehenfions are fo difpofed, that 
they think nothing^r^^/ but what is gam^ 
foitSj and glitters upon the Senfes : ^ And if 
iheir Governours had not fonic Advantage 
Df them in Figure, they would be apt to 
overlook their Charafter, and forget their 
Diftance. Here is only an innocent Strata* 
gem, to deceive the Vulgar into Duty, and 
10 awe them into a juft Scnfe of Ohedienee. , 

But granting this Furniture of the Bociy 
may be fomewhat of Guard to Authority, 
yet no public Pcrfon has any Reafon to 
value himfelf upon it : For the Dtfign of 
this Sort of State is only to comply with the 
Weakoefs of the Multitude. He flioul^ 
rather be forry that his Authority needs 
the Support of fo little an Artifice, and de- 
f)ends in any Meafure upon the Ufe of fuch 
Trifles. Nor in reality arc we to imagine 
the Magifiratie cannot Ibpport his Oi^cc 
without jf«r Chatty t Fai if he be furnjlh'd 
with general Prudence^ *ith Abilities. par- 
ticular to his BuQnefs, and has a compe- 
tent Share of Power^ he necds'not doubt 
his Influence otver the People. 

It may be likewifo urged, ,with Refp^<3: 
to ^alityy that without the addirionaj. Vj£- 
tindion of Drefs^ it may be fufficicnily 
maintained by 2?//^, /frmSf and Precedency : 
And that there is no Neceflity for Perfons, 
without JurifdidiOn, to mardi always^ >yitli 

Coloura 
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i^olouis displayed, or fnakc a necdlcfs Of- 
tcncation of their -Wealth and Grandeur: 
•For admitting that Peribns of Ratify hsivt 
ibme little Cotour for » their Vanity, yet 
Singularity feetfis to have always a Spice of 
Arrogance in it. • 

- Befides, If we will weigh the Matter 
juftly, for I^erftNte df^Condkibn to expeft 
'an exti^ordkirtty Obfcrvanc*' uJ)on the Ac^. 
count of find ^Ar^rM, argues tKem confcious 
t)f their owh little W6rth, and fecms to 
imply » that the 'gfeateft; t^rt of their 
^^i///^ Comes^Oiit of iiit Dreffing-Room : 
That hayiflg nothing to prefer' them to the 
Eftecm^f the judicfous, they are content- 
ed to take up wkh the Ceremony of the 
Ignorant,' ar^ inyith a little Giitttr^xA Pa- 
geMtrydrsLVf the gazing unthinking Mobile 
^o admire them. ' ' 

Upon tlic^ whole 'Mattery the appearing 
pompoo^i in EqUipiig^' <)r Habit; is but a 
vainrglbriouspabKfbifjg our o^nGrandeur ; 
a filent triumphing over the Inferiority of 
Others, and is in Effeft to proclaim ourfel vea 
cxtraordmaTy People. Should we not fncer\ 
tend think Jt odd in a Soldier^ to give k 
Hlftory of his Valour ^hd (Sondu^ in Con- 
verfarion ? Ot for- a Man of Learning *t^ 
make Harangues upon 'his cwn Paris ^rtfi 
Performances J and tell the Company hovr 
ignorant they ^re^ in r^fpcaof him ? And 
D 5 y^t 
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yet wccan fybrntt la let <wr Vanity bc»tll 
itfclf in glaring Gqlpwf^. .»n4 the Ricbneft 
-erf" ovjr 0«//?i(f Jpeafc tlpie real or pretcncki 
£xoe6 of our (pircumftanc«J, \?itbout think- 
ing ourfelyes accufeabk to jhc World of 
PWJ^, or a naufeous QJientaticw^ 

Tbere i^ Qpe thing; mcMfc than the Odi^ 
iB m of V<m^^ wh^ m9!kx» this oye^cttrif• 
ikis Regard tQ the Dra^eiy w)tthy to b^ 
jcenfured : .That when the gowwiog P^flkw 
rin a 'Man lies this Way, it ii>o generally 
•poifons his DifpoHtion to g9od Office^ : Hij 

■Jujtke/^ pwrlopfeed, ^u^ h? ia toft to all 
the noble fSirpo^ ^ LV^i: Hence are 
HflaHoMsneg\^di{Jf^(k/m ^ 

^itvanis ftioted t^ niprttfying Ayowaoces^ 
^i^r the Support of this Vanity^ Toiee thefe 
infigniBcant Ornaments vahied at fi> great 
a Rate, and preferred «o the Neceflaries 
4)f life, and Regard^of VirtuQ»i i%m fnoaB 
Difparagcnaent . 10 ti)e.lJiidefSandiog&'<rf 

But the general and pPevaUit»g MMk ff 
the Times mtj be admitted aa a.PJea pf i» 
jfmall Weight in Pefeece of DrtfiX For that: 
*5is as 4 gr^ac; Wcaknefc to hiwt^ofF^^A^ 
^ to afFe<l to be in it r The World am 
i^X Ormmeni^ and. we give k thedi » are 
i:<)vetous of Superfiuityy and we Chew \lx 
jfotne vaWe <Kh«^ for ibek ji^i; Lmneny or 
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neb Siyts : Nay, anddiere are /bme FJtces 
mhetc 9, Irtktdgr or narr9W$r Ltue on our 
Cloaths, will gain or lofe a Man Admie* 
tanoe. But sifter all, homier general xKi^ 
CuOpm is, ^tis at beOf but a ffrtading Con^ 
iagion^ and wpinkmicMl -Fonkry of tbc Age i 
andwe.oughtmPmdefice'no more labour 
m^imamuTiity than wc woidd 2^Su^feU % for 
Jecvit prevail ner^ ib modi amongft the 
wcakei Qaist.^ nvttt polite and reafoiv- 
^e Spkrics will dlways: diftinguilh betwixt 
Jt£frB^ afid i»err Fafinan* 

To define the Matter rightly, ^fajhkt^ 
4^&.JId^jiistiiikc^ia')cercain blue Flower^ 
^rtilch: f(^ows t ifpodi&neoufly in ptoived 
Groins i[iitirdidak& the; CDm» fpoils the 
Cropy ahd takes up the Room of Something 
ixtter^j^iit faas^ nanBeauey nor Value, but 
.what ts^owingito Whim ^^bom asd dead iti 
Jth^ £uEMf^ Inihrnt; Xo Day *tid in Vogues 
m&tbe i^adiesidedt thm)fdl\^ wkh k % to 
Ma^ow! \*jisi iiegteAed, ahd kfc to tht 
^tdgan .Bat ^ 3£^ ^ A2mV, on the con*^ 
trary, is a Flower which we do not de* 
&ribe by its Cotpur^i but which we call by 
itS:Naf!ie^:whichaire oultytfAtt for iti Scerk 
or.fiea^i.OneJol^ii^cAGf^es of- Nature, 
fine^i ^ rTiin^ whkh beautify the Crea^ 
tkm ; admiied\by alt Men in ail Ages ; 
^ich QilrFadiei^ Vahied^ and we after them 
fe^re as gD»t av.Vahi&'fW; _ - 

3. ;i D6 la 
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- In (bort, tbofc that ate defirous. to let 
wp for JP$ps aeri^Ciwrrw»fo, Ihoiild beyf»^ 
gular in their /fol^i/^* Thofctbty: would 
avoid this Inrputation, fii6uld.:be modifi 
isn their lyrefs \ and 34if« cf MeYit defire no^ 
thing more. For a bdn^mn H^oman^ftlit 
more natural (he is^ fo the nnore hauHful % 
as file tofca nbthiug . hy beiogi carcfcfe; 
without ai>y other Oc»ament than what 
&si draws fronr her Bemty ^^sid Jftmtb ^ 
as da innocerit Grace that.fliines di her 
Face^' animates every Iktte Aftioii fe much^ 
ihat there would be kfs Dai^r to fee her 
adoraed with aU :ibe :AdVantages of Dre/i 
and Fajhm : In life Mamter ^s^hpnejt Man 
is refpefljed independent from iall that out^- 
ward ^lew, by which he would endear- 
vourto make his Perfow more gntv^ or 
venerable, and his Virtue jTK)re fpedous; 
A Jlarcbfid Bebtmour^ affeited^ Muiijiy, Ix 
Singi^arily in Hakiiy, add nothmg to fW 
iilyy BOB heighten ,M^f ; but rithec hurt^ 
and often make it k>ok lels'purcV and mom 
Mpt&ed. -^ 

So fhorc and tratifUory as Life is, & 
^any Div/f^i^ as we hid^e to^un thrpugb^tD fijt 
Hs for Futurity^ (hciiilil be- OoofiderationB 
10 make us think*f imorert&ah Myittg^flut 
our Tinie on Dre/s abd FaJHoft r Ror wlKit 
will become of thefe F^tms Ythcn^ttmB 
]{£elf fhalldifappeftjt y fTtrtucakmj^ though 
.: ; ■ Icaft 
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leafl: in Falliion, wHl he aWt to forvjve 

It falls out with manjr People fn riiis 
Cafe of Dre/Sj as it does m other GaUan* 
tries : They fanqr thenofelves difpenfcd with 
on account of their Jge and J^anrfrom 
being difcreet or regular r They borrow 
fiom CtmiHKht worfl ftiftof the €ourt \ arid 
appropriate tathtmfelres Vanity^ Luxuryt^ 
InUmperdfic&y ind Uhrtihifirt^ j^s if aH thofe 
Vices bekwiged'to^ them i 'i'hus afiefting a 
Charadfer far drftant from what they ought 
to maintain, thejr become, according to 
their Wlfties'^ true Copied of' mt>& mcked 
Originah. They ftei>^m Tike manner out of 
all D^^nr^i .in Point of HM % and^is an 
Obfervation that 'Ordinary Pd^pk^ yvhem 
- they happen to abound in Money and Vani- 
ty^ have their Houles and Pcrlbns as rich- 
Jy furniflied, as uhofe who' are muc^i their 
Superiors m^^dity. \'\ 

' But how g«>eiat is the Madnefe, of fcrnfe 
private Men, who, being poffcfs'd of large 
Eftates, which rfieir Fathers got for them 
by Trade and Indujiry^ form their Wardrobe 
^nd Efiipage from the Manner oF the No* 
bility \ and by ex^dfive Expehccj and rir 
diculous Statelihefe, provoke the t,2n)ghrer 
of the whole Town ; which they a whiFd 
fancy fe dazzled 'with their Luttre, till ^hey 
fuin themfelves in the End with labouring 

to 
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to xnzkt.thct^tdvfs^ri/^iculosis ! The FqOf^ 
lifhncrs ot fome Pretoiders in thie Cz/y, in 
jhcir wFctchcd; Imii;atio5;9f fi(?urt Accpm^ 
pliJhmentSj i$ inof c offenfive than the iH 
^eediiTg of prdinary Men, and the Ruftw 
pty^of Villago-s.^. . ^, .,. , . » 

, Indeed, the. moft iftiproper Things vie 
commit in th|e;,pp^.d|L]^4^ opr Li^cs» we 

aod ^ 

d ^^w^ 

?y --iije^ 
ie.//rf* 

ir/up- 
*, nor 
k1 die 
tut on 
f^lityt- 

jance, is the ornamental Jri^bdoi tbc^ whe^ 
fiefire to b|e.>tak€n notice of for mgr^'Chan 
xhek j[>^; Indeed,,the Manjwhp isjt^gh 

of Scnle^.flf}^^ liyc ^fsp^c^ FlgurQ aboiFt 
Jfiii^sjFbr/f^iflj^:: S^lity ': BMt tj^ k PS^ fo 
leafily done, if he is confined ; for Mar* 
riage. feenaa. to range every Body in ibmr 
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.' But. when I am admitting a ^^^i^ Alan 
io make this Figure in Life, I cannot at- 
iow bim to throw, away too much Monef 
or Inclination upon Curiofiiy v$ HabU : For 
^ this Rate of Management, a Man lofes 
his fFialtb-^uA Reputation at the fame TiflKv 
iinakes him(elf enpenfively riAicuhui^ and 
i)V€rlhoQ!ts £9^rafiJiflga^€ it fejf. It is equally 
•faulty in a Man |q (H^nch oi^ mo^ov^r^ 
Jarg€ Ei^pcnas in any other ^jeiJls^ <|f 
V4»ity% fof qne of a nruddle Station ^nd, mo- 
derate Fortune to value himfelf on a Jplen^ 
Md TaMiff to affeft Pomp and Bmry in the 
ihe Furmtttrf: pf, his. H(^/e or -t^^-fj, ^ 
i)e ouly picafed with JRecrestfions m for 
his SuferhrSf or aipa at the Priifc of keeping 
jt^ many Attendants, . 

A v$ry rkh Man, fays Monfieur Bruyeriy 
may edt bis Dainties, paint hi& Qieling and 
Alcoves* regftl^ hiniftlf ^t his Palace in the 
,Cov»try ^od ketp another in Town, marr 
,ry his P^ughter^ t9 a PuHe, i^nd buy ^ 
Title for his>Soa : Tb^ is juft, apd wiihia 
Jiis Compafs i but it belongs perhaps to 
other Men to Uve,qMitent. What is ^endor^ 
xSumptu$nfii(f$y and3rfi^(^^»^ in Pe«)pl?:f^ 
l^aiity^ is Extr(yo^(m€f^ i«^y, \^^fyiurfir 
MmextkprifWteMfn, hQeap0tra:m^jsiTve^ 
down a Pearl worth a Province,; ^n4:nc||t 
JBnd the MUs of it ; though fiea^Moralitjj 
and R^li^y flbali wijdcmti ^ Luxury j 
;, . ' ^ ^ ^ But 
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"But (hall mere PUheians^ only becaule 
they arc rich, have (he ImpiiderKie to fwaP- 
low at a finglc Morferthe Nouriifbment '<^ 
an hundred Families ? • . ■ ♦ 

All the Atcbnement which Men can n^kfe 
for wanton Expences^ which is a Sort of in- 
-fulting the Scarcity under which odiers 
labour, is, thdtthe SttperJlUiitesof the Weal^- 
thy give Supplies to the iV!?^^/i« of the 
'Poor : For what a prodigiows Number of 
People do our Vanities maintain ? and wh.^ 
a Circulation of Money do they occafion ? 
Providence in this Cafe^ fays the Si^'Ec ta- 
ilor, makes ufi of the FoUy wbieb we will nof 
give up, and it becomes infti^umentattdtbeSup^ 
^ri ofthofe who are willing to labour. But this 
I am fure, cannot fairly be alledgcd as an 
Excufe for Prodigality in Habit : No Com- 
miferation of the IFants of our Fcllow- 
'Creatures makes us exceed in thi&refpeft j 
our Thoughts have entirely anotha* Tiwn, 
•and we are feeding oui* own Pride^ and 
laying Bkits for the R^pe£i of others. 

It would furely be no fmall Curb on our 
Vanity, and fervc to regulate cwf Expences 
this Way, if we fhould look back on the 
Prugatity of the Ancients. Every thibg 
-they did agreed with their Circuniftanccs \ 
^heir E^pences vftrp proportion^ to their 
Income 5 Livery , Houjhold Goods, Equipages^ 
Tables^ City and Country- Houfes,, were aU 
• - mea&xcd 
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imearuFed by their Revemis ai^d Coyiiilions : 
They hacl kfs than ^t have, and had 
enough ; richer by their Oeconon^ aftd il/#- 
dejly^ thztk their Revenues or D^mejhes. They 
never knew how to deprive themfelvcs of 
NeceffarifS to get Superfluities^ nor to pre- 
fer Shew to Subftance. Nay, let us but havfc 
Regard to our own Anceftors* two or three 
Generations back, and we (hall find them 
as frugal : They were Strangers to the For- 
mality of Jf^ax Illum'walionf ; negligent of 
the Splendor of appearing in their Coaches % 
and were of the Opinion, that Men had 
Legs given to walk on, and they ufed 
them. They did not ibppofe they Ihould 
be efteeni*d a whit the more for. being 
Mafters of a gMering Chariot^ a numeroiis 
Retinutj dind fix Horfes to draw them in 
.State. Indeed at this Time erf D^^y, a Man 
is in Ibme MeaTure toibc'forgivifen, -whb 
.fencies Wmfelf the greater ff^tty and the 
more nobly defccndcd, bccaufe.of. his rich 
Coaches^ fine Cloaibs^ ^nd JpUhdid Equipage \ 
*ci$ but the fame Opinion which he reads in 
the Faces and Eyes of thdfe who addrefe 
him. » * ' 

Every Man of Senfe that fees another 
making a Shew with Trimmifip and Em*- 
broidery, may perhaps tacitly admire the 
Fancy of the Taylor, but will be fure to 
defpifc the Ofteniatioaof, the Owner :^Yf^ 

hive 
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have an elegant and accurftite I>e(cr?{>tiqp 
lef thefc y^wkfkid Fsps in a very bappjr 
Writer, whofe Worcb I bclrevie ih^ Rje%- 
der ^Ul no more grudge to pcfofe, /thaa 
I do to tranfcrjbe. " Alk him what a 
*' Clock *tis (^fays be) and lie pulb out a 
^^ JVakh which for the Workmanfhip is 
** a Mafterpiecc ; the Handle nf hb Swprit 
** is m Onyj^'f and he wears on his Bn^ 
-" ^^ lb large and bright a Diamond^ tba* 
** it d^u&zlcs your Eyes to look on it : He 
f*' wants none of all thofe curious To3rs;, 
** which are worn naore out. of. Oftentatiow 
:" than Service i and is as prodigal in jhis 
•* Drefiy as a young FeJlow wlio hm 
** married a rich Widow. Well, at laftv 
•* you havp given me the Curiofity to fee at 
,4« ^^ aH his Ftntry ; bat fend me hither 
." thofe Citf^i and 7^fw^ of bis, andPtt 
ff exgtifoiypd bit'PcrftMU**' 
'. 'To drawi toxiaards lomc.CbndluBon on 
ihis Ifead, let me recommend the Opinion 
lof fo wife a Man as Cicero y in refpcft to ex- 
nemal Qmanoents. Adbibenda eji ' pralere&^ 
mutuUiioiy . mn vikfa^ ndpa £xquijka ni$ms. \ 
tantumque fugiunt agreflem Q tribumamm 
WgligextiofM^ ^Eadm ratio eft babenda vejii' 
4us \ £». qmjicut in'flertfipierebusy anediocfitas 
^tima eft. fVe muft have a Regard ta 
iCleanlinefi \ which. we are not to run into too 
'gicquiJit€..aBd (^^nftvd^l^uety^ but only ^ft) far 
:. /* I an 
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im to avoid RuftkUy^ and a N^Hgenei hkw 
the Dignity of cur Nafur^. ^e an ii takk 
t]» fame Mgfifures a$ to <mr ^pank in 
vM^9 ^s in moJiotimfbingSja^duf Mian is 
is^commendaUe. ' . . 

This due Mean muft terminate in fuch 
a Regulation of our Ckatbsj that they may 
neither by their Bnery^ <ieciare that we kt 
fob high a VaUie oo.ourfejva?, nor by their 
i^e^ence and Nafiinefi^ Jook as if wc 
would have the World eftccm us BruteSh 
Slovenlinefsj fays ^he^pbraftus^ is a lazy fl*rf 
heafily Neglfgeme. of a M^s own Tirfon^ 
'xiibercify.be b^omifi. fordid^ as toie o^ettt' 
fimto tbofe about bim. it ka Qgality very 
yarious in is Kind^ aa well; as Degrees t 
ibnsettmes confiried to HdKt in general^ 
tbnietimes incident to Men rood acconi^ 
plifti'd in Vrefs. There are ibme the moft 
coftlyand acx^nrateia the twrmtw^.oithm 
Bodi^, jfet d;i%Tacc. that Nicety ^icb aii 
linfuffirral:^ I)irri»^. o^ their Siins^ or let* 
Cing their Naih grow to thd Length of 
Eagl<^ Talons. There, are criiers who 
viiil neither bcaf a.SpoS .on their Ckathsy 
nor the ieaft Soil op their Fkfiiy yet arefo 
Goarfe and negligent ia their J)ietf tte« 
they will without Scruple fall to. a^Difli^ 
which a Porter would be difgufted at* 
And there are ftili another Tribe of Ani- 
mals, who ai^ careleis and uopoUfli'd in their 
... QWU 
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own Perfons, yet are afraid of being p<rf-i 
luted by the Dirt of their Neighbours. 

We likewife meet with thofe in Con- 
verfation^ who delight artd pride thetn- 
fclves in being Slaves : A fet of Men, who, 
-.without being fubjefted to it by the Un- 
kindnefs of their Fortunes, are contented 
to draw upon ihemfdvcs the Ridicule of 
the World in this Particular. Bat whether 
this Aflfe^ation be always owing to mere 
habitual Najiinefs^ or vfhcthtv yhmrice has 
»ot a great Influence, is hard to determine^ 
Nothing is more obvious, than to fee Men 
of known fVealib ^ndMility (hrunk out of 
their propel^ Charader, and (huffltng abotu: 
the To\*n with a Weather-beaten *Wig, 
a Thread- bear Coi\t, darn'd Stockings, and 
a dirty Shu-t : Tliey are fo much out of 
their Element, when drcfs'd up, that they 
only then feem to think themfelv^s in D|f^ 
guije. ^ and yet exped People (howld fee 
char Quality and Circumftamcos through 
their rj^y Outfide, and pay a Deference to 
their Wealth, though cloak'd in Beggary. 
, This Singularity is equally contemp* 
tiblc and blame- worthy, zs Finicalnefs aiid 
Foppery / But Mankind in general is wed- 
ded to Eittremes. The Medium betwcei^ 
a Fop and a Sloven^ is what every Man of 
Slink (hoqld endeavour to keep, and riot 
be ambitious of tranfgrefling in ettbev 
it.. kind; 
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kixid\ We (liould make the great 'Pbocm*% 
Wife our Example, who defpifed the more 
ddicate Pam of female Garniture 5 and as 
^iian in his various Hiftory words it, 

yt fAfiv TOK vafi(r^ : She fitft ahayed^berfelf in 
Temperance J and then put on what was ne^ 
ceffary. The Expreflion cannot need a Com- 
ment, . for its Meaning is plain and eafy to 
be comprehended. 

The fame Author tells us, That when 
Diogenes came to Olympia^ and perceived 
fome Rbodian Youths drefs*d with much 
Splen49r and * Magnificence,, with a Smile 
of Contempt he faid to himfelf, ' ^is is all 
Arrogance. Afterwards fome hacedmmonians 
falling m his Way, as mean in Habit as the 
former were fine, Tifj, fays he, is another 
Piece of Arrogance. 

It was a Cuftom of the old Philofophers^ 
and principally of the Cynics^ to make an 
Oftcntation ot Rags and Najiinefs \ as if the 
firft regular Step to Wifdom were to com- 
mence a Sloven. . I do not well know how 
they fupported their Authority, or could 
make their Precepts received by fuch Mea- 
furcs in thofe Ages ; but I am furc, at this 
Time of Day, few Things make a Man 
appear more defpicable, or more prejudice 
his Hearers againft what he is going to of- 
fer, than an aukward or pitiful Drefs. 

There- 
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. Thtfntfore, as I have already more thad 
once advifed, let us reftrain our CondixS 
on tbis Head to she Bounds oiM)deraHon ^ 
and therein we (hall he fure to prdcrve 
Decency^ aiid .neither become iheObjedU of 



CON- 
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Choice ^Friends. ; 

IT is a famous faying in Arijlotlcj That 
be ivb$ hpleafedwttb Sditude^ mtift either 
ke a <&ild Beajt^ or a God. This Obferva* 
tion fcen»lo import thiis rtjutli •, That thole 
Beings who can live without fociable Cor*, 
refpondenae, are extraordinary either in 
their Defers or PerfeaiOrts : They muft bd 
under die Standard of Human Nature, or 
4d)ove it J and have fomething th^t is either 
faoageov dmf^{n<i\itiT Compofiti6n. 

The Faculty dfittterchanging ourThoughtaf 
with one another, or what we cxprefe by* 
the Worid Con^er/oHon^ has always oeen re- 
preiented by itioral Writers a$ one of thd 
fiobleft Privileges of Reajon^ and which 
more particularly fets Mankind above the 
Bruce Pait of the Creatron; Human Na- 
ture is fo imperfeft, that it bas^not fouod 
k enough 
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enough to furnilh out 2ifolitary Life. Part- 
dife bari*d from all Commerce, would be 
> iafupportable, -and jnake a Man Tua maxW 
with* his Happincfs, fince Felicity confifts' 
in the Converfation and Society of fome rati- 
onal Creature, to (hare with us in thole 
Things Which wc efteem Bfcffings. 

If we confidcr the whole Scope of the 
Creation that lies within our View, as in 
the natural and corporeal Part, wc Ihall 
perceive throughout a certain Corre^ond* 
ence of the Parts, a Similitude of Opera- 
tion, and Unity of Defign •, fo in the mo- 
ral and imelJeAual World w6 ihallob- 
fcrve in the Spirits and Minds of Men a 
Principle of Altra£iion^ whereby they are 
drawn, together into Communities^ Friend^ 
Jhips^ and the various Species of Society., 
This correfponding focial Appetite in Hu- 
man Souls is the great Spring and Source 
©f nioral Aftioris : It inclines us to an 
InVefcourfa with our Species \ produces that 
Sympathy in our Natures, whereby we feel 
the Pains and Joys of our Fellow- Crea-' 
tures. 

The Benefit o^ Converfation^ if there was 
nothing elfe in it, would be no inconfidcr- 
able Improvement ; for Difcourfe creates 
a Light within us, and difpels the Gloom 
and Confufion of the Mind ; it raifcs Fan- 
cy, reinforces Reafon, and gives the Pro- 

duftions. 
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duaions of the Mind better Cbloar and 
Proportion. Cotroerfation^ fays Mr. Collier ^ 
is like the Difciptine ofdravoing mty and tnuf. 
Uring \ it acquaints a Man vntb Us Forces^ 
and makes them fitter for Service. 

But not to confine myfelf barely to the 
Definition, or abftrafted EffeHs of Convert 
fiUony I muft obferve, that at our firft pufli- 
ing oat into the World for ourfelvcs, we 
are ever for endeavouring to eftablilh an 
^Acquaintance ; that Acquaintance is natu- 
tally endeared by Converjatiem and the ha- 
JWtual Coteuerfatkm improved into a Friend-. 
Jhip: When we are once engaged widi the 
Society of a Man, the Intimacy is con- 
tracked into narrower Lines j we begin to 
defire to participitate of his Counfels, think 
our own Conceptions and Defigns imperfcft 
■till communicated, and are eager of pour- 
ing out the Secrets of our Souls. 

This Propenfity in Nature ought to fet 
*is«arly on the Exercife of our /??«;&« ; if 
we are forward of contrading an Inti- 
macy, let our Judgmpnts firft examine with 
whbm i there are fatal Coftfequencee at- 
tending a rajb Converjaiibn, as well as real 
Advantages in a well-grounded Union Lee 
OS confider betimes, e*er we are infnared or 
fcduced, that there are more Companions 
m the World than good ones; that Ccn^ 
verfatton does not coofift alone in empty 
E Practle- 
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Pratdc, or vain Flalhes of Wit and Merri- 
nienty but rather in Admonition and Im- 
provement. 

The Hours which we fpend in Convert 
fation are the moft pleafing of any which 
w'e enjoy ; yet there is very little Care 
t^to to improve ourfeives for the frequent 
Repetition of them. And the cotpmon. 
F«ult in this Cafe, is that of growing too 
tmimate,, and falling into difpleafing Fa- 
ipiU4rities, where even the Bcfign of Cattm^ 
verfatm is inverted. If we were to give 
A ferious Attention to every trifling, vain, 
and impertinent Thing faid in Company, 
we (hpuld be afliamed to fpeak or hear j 
we Ihould perhaps condemn ourfeives to a 
perpetual Silence, more injurious to Con- 
yerfc than unprofitable Difcourfc. 

'Tis a fiid thing, when Men have nei* 
ther Wit enough to fpeak well, nor Judg* 
ment enough to hold their Tongues ; this is 
the Foundation of all ImpeHinence. Who 
can promife himfclf, in keeping much Com- 
pany, to avoid meeting with certain, vain, 
light, familiar, and pofitive People, who 
^rc the Jpeaking Men in Cdttverfattony and 
compel every oneelfe to hear them ? And yet 
perhaps thefe Men either fpeak before they 
^hink, or tcdioufly^?*^ for every thing they 
fay. There is certainly fuch a thing as fpeak^ 
ing well J [peaking juftly^ ^ixid /peakinjg/ea/oMbly. 

In 
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In the Company we keep» we Hiall ot^ 
ten meet wkh Pcribns who dilgult us with 
their ridiculous Expreflions \ with the iV^w/- 
iy and Impropriety of the Tcrnis they ufe» 
which come from no body's ^4outh buf thck 
own, and were not deligned by the firft Im* 
venters to fignify what they intended tliem 
for. They obferve neither Reafonnor Cuf- 
,mm in their Difcourfe*, but fpeak according 
to their fooliih Whimfics. Fond of* being 
fkafi^ W^Jbimng in C^mxrfat'wn^ they run 
iojenfibly iflOo a pec^ar Jargm^ ^hvch be- 
comes at length (heir natural Dkkd. AH 
^ir Tfaoijightsape wrapped up in Meiapbori 
and they are above exprdfing any one I'hing 
in the common Way. 

How often are we teazed in Company 
with a Coxcombs who ftutters oqc fbme of 
his own Follies ^ Vanities; has fb littte 
Confideration for the Time, P^&ns, or 
Decency, that be tells every one thcur own 
without intending it*» and no fooncr kt% 
himfelf down, but he difobliges the whole 
• Tab)^,^ and does not perceive uf? Thcfi: 
Comp^ioQS are fo grating and uneafy, 
that one would fubmit to be cloiftered up 
in a Cell, rather than fupport the Fatigue of 
them* 

I have iilready obferyed^ . that on our^ 
coming into the World, we cannot be too 
.cautious in the Cbpue of ^our Company ; io 
E 2 neither 
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neither can we fee too great a Guard on 

our I^ps, or think we may be carclels what 

Words cfcape us. We may as eafily flip 

into Offence with out tongues^ as incur 

Danger by too open and inquifitive Earst 

and this Way ruin the Advantages of Cofi'- 

fverfation \ for though the Comforts of human 

'Life depend on Society ^ though it is a Plea- 

fure of the firft Magnitude, yet Company is 

So dangerous, and Speech fo liable to be 

depraved^ that what was intended for our 

-Mimntagej becomes often the Source of our 

greateft Misfortunes. We are apt to count 

it a Part ot our Birthright to let loofe dim: 

Tongues^ and to ufe thtSpur where we fhould 

ufe the Bridle. Thus Converfation is gene^ 

rally corrupted ^ and he that enters into 

'.Company^ has almofl; a& many Snares as 

Companions. Every one, by his Difcour/e^ 

ExamplCj or Behaviour^ does recommend 

to us, or imprint in us, or by a kind of 

Contagion infehfibly i^ecl us with fome yice 

or other; fo that Converfation^ which was 

: intended to cultivate our Mnds^ and civilisu 

,the World, hath turned it almoft to a IVil- 

dernefs. 

But therefore fhall we take Pet at the 
fVorld? (hall we run into DefartSy to avoid 
Society, and bury ourfelves in Solitudcy for 
fear of being infefted? Ihali we quit our 
Stations m Life, turn fava^e by ourfelves, 

and 
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trtd fuflfer no Company^ for Fear of hid ? 
No, it is fufficicnt only that we ufe Catt* 
tion ; that we borrow JJJiJiances from our 
Senfe^ our Reafon^ and our Education % that 
our tVords and Manners be ftrift and tin- 
blemilh'd ; and that we labour neither to be 
feduced to our Detriment, or Jay Snares for 
trapping of others. This is a Point of fuch 
Importance, that upon it depends the whole 
Courfe o^ young Gentlimen^s Lives and Man- 
ners : The frequenting with wicked Ccmpa^ 
nionsy brings them acquainted with yice^ 
makes them behold it without Emotion ; by 
Degrees they begin to a6t it with fome 
PUafure^ and Time breeds in them a Habit 
of loving it. 

St. Auguftine^ by a /{?w, but very apt Al- 
lufion, has fet out the Danger of ill Com* 
pany ; // is a Naily fays he, driven into n 
Pofl i»itb a Hammer^ which after the frji 
and fecond Stroke^ may be drawn cut with tit" 
tie Difficulty \ but being once driven up to the 
Beady the Pincers can take no held to draw. 
it out ; which cannot be done but by Dejlruc- 
tion of the JVood. It is even thus m relation 
• to Society : We may be eafily weaned from 
pernicious Companions^ before they are 
wedged into our Souls, and incorporated with 
us V but when once they have taken Jxld of 
us by a ftrong and dccp^lnterejl^ the Sepa- 
ration cannot be made without imminent 
E 3 Prcju- 
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Prejudice. The phyHcal Advice of the 
Toet^ is very applicable to this Subjed, 

Principiis ohJta\ fero Mcdkina paratur^ 
Cummalaper longas invaluire moras. 

Guard againjl the firjl Symptoms of your Dtflemper • 
for Medic'mes are applied too late when the Ma-- 
• lady has got Head through too long Delays* 

Th© Difference of Men is in feme 
Meafure to be read in their Bebavicmr *> and 
a (hort Obfervation of that will often tell 
us» as much as a long Conference and In* 
tercourfe. It is our BuHnels, therefore^ 
before we fix our Companion^ to take ouc 
Lcffons from his DeporMenp for our Secu- 
rity; to furvey what Ree<mmendations ht 
carries with him, and be ^s timorous, aa 
we (hould be of going aboard » leaky Vcfr 
Jcl in a troubled Sea. 

Now, as the Hazards are great of a dif 
folute Coffverfation \ fo, on the other Hand^ 
there is nothing that puts better Thoughts 
in a Man than a good Companion : For Ex* 
ample hath the Force of Precept ^ and tCHich- 
es the Heart with an Affection to Goodnefs. 
It is indeed a fair Step towards Happinefs 
and Virtue^ to delight in the Converfation 
of good and wife Men ; and where thofe can- 
not be had, it is beft to keep no Company 
■ ■ ^' at 
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at all. There are fomc Perfonfe whofe Comi ^ 
fany we cannot too much frequent ; *t2s cer- 
tain, by feeing tKem often^ befidcs the' Im^ 
pravement we have by being with them, 
we gain a g(^d Efteem to ourfelves, . as. we 
perfume ourfclves upawarcs by walking 
amcMigil the Jeffamines and Orange-Trees* 
iyMan oi good^Breeding and good Morals 
hath folid Virtues ia him ; and when ^t 
oncci love him for thcfe Endowments^ yiQ 
fljaJl always^ovt him. 

However we are fupplicd with fVU and 
Learnings we ought lUU to be niore willing 
to bear than to fpeak^ to learn than to teach t 
It bett^ a gceac Folly to be moi^ ready to 
(hew all that is in us, rather than learn Know^ 
U^e of another V to fpend our own Stocky 
rather than to get new. Appkufi attends ^ 
Mbderatm in this Refped ; and we ihall 
be valued while we are neither over ftlertt^ 
n<yrover talkative : The frji Error may lay. 
m open to a Cenfure of Stupidity or Scorn j 
imd the latter will render us accufable of 
Giddinefs of the Bram. 

There is one Unhappinefs of mix^d Con* 
ver/atioff^ which reigns too much in all Com- 
panies-, an Aflfcdation of being reputed Ora^ 
t^rSf and fpeaking above the Pitch of Com- 
prehenfion. The beft Art of Speech ftewg 
itfelf under a natural Drefs. Our Dif- 
eourfe ihould never fmell of Study and Ebu- 
£ 4 boratei^€r«: 
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boratencfi: It is a Pedantry that defer ves^ 
not the Benefit of Pardon : For unlefs our 
Speech be fitted to the Capacities of thofe 
we difcourfe with, though it be never fa 
elaborate, it will rather confound than edi-^ 
fy. Too niuch Fancy is not neceffary in 
our Converfation \ it begets vain and pue- 
rile IdeaSy which tend neither to make us 
wifer iior lelter. Our Thoughts fliould be 
produced by good Senfe and right Reafofty 
and ought always to be the Eflfed of our 
Judgment. 

I do not know whether I am not vx 
Ibme fort flipped from my Argument, and 
giving Directions, rather for our Manner of 
Speech J xlizn Converfation in general: How^ 
ever, if this be net the main Body of the 
Subjedt, I dare fay it mull be looked upon 
as a material Branch. We are obnoxious 
to fo many criminal Indecencies of Exprefi 
fton^ that giddy and unintended Words fre- 
quently malce the Danger of Society ; and 
thcfeiiabitual and uncorreftcd Faults, often 
contribute to pervert the Manners and de^ 
hauch the Mind. 

Our fVordSy and common Strain of Talk-^ 
ing, may be very blameable and pernici- 
ous in many kinds ; they may be froward^ 
abufive^ and fcurrilous ; they may be 
wanton^ vicious^ and ohfcene\ they may 
be loaded with Oaths and Imprecations^ 
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or tower into a yet higher blafphcmoua 
Impiety. 

To Jpeaky and to.^j7^«J with fomc People, 
are one and the fame thing. Their Dif- 
pofition is (harp and bitter, their Language 
mingled with Gall, and Wormwood ; and 
RattUng^ Injury^ and Infolence^ run from 
their Lips like Spittle. The little Vivacity 
and Wit they have, do more Hurt than 
other Mens Dulnefs ; not always fatisfied 
Y^ith giving (harp Anfwcrs, they attack 
frequently with Arrogance \ they ftrike 
whenever they fpeak, and wound the Pre- 
fent and Ablent, at leatt, in their Repu- 
tations. Inftead of giving ourfdyes over 
to fuch rude and injurious Liberties, we 
ihould weigh our unborn ff^ords in the 
Ballancc^ make o\^r Speech temperate and 
decent, and keep it up to a Strain of Cbur-» 
tefy and Civility. Nothing can more charm 
than that Gracioufnefs of X^aoguage, ^(Oi 
pi ilbs quidem qtws damnat offendil^ Thai 
gives no Offence^ even where it gives Reproofs 
Good fVords arc afforded at tte fiime 'Price 
as i//; and are not only cheap, but preva- 
lent upon all Occafions. The Air and 
Manner, which wenegleft as little Things, 
arc frequently what the World judge us 
by, and make them decide for or again(t 
us. A little Care to appear obliging and 
foUte before Men^. wjll preveDC th^k making 
£ 5 a bad 
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a bad Judgment of us,^ The leaft Thing 
in the World is enough to make People 
believe we arc proudj uncivil^ difdainful^ 
and difohUging. On the other Hand, as lit* 
tie ii required to be eftcemed the contrary. 
To make ourfelves be heard with Plcafurc^ 
we muft fay fuch Things as others will be 
glad to hear ^ and fay them/>/^^»//y5 whiqh 
is the beft Way to make us be beloved : 
For Politenefs feems to be a certain Care, 
by the Manner^ of our IVords and A£lions^ 
to make others plcafcd with us and thetn- 
felvres. It gives a Man the Appearance of 
fuppofed Virtues \ and makes him feem that 
without^ which he ought to be within. In 
ihort, it puts Mfrit forward, and renders 
it agreeaUe *, and a Man muft have emi- 
?)ent Qualifications to fupport him&lf with* 
cut it. 

As to the fecond Vice of Spenh^ it k 
cf a Nature no Apologies can cxcufc ; and 
whenever introduced in Society^ fiiews 
Convirfation at a very low Ehb indeed, or 
the Morals of the Company bad to a great 
Degr^ : It is very rare that an artful aoubl& 
Entendre can have a Grace ; but a down- 
light Obfienity muft always be (hocking : 
Modefiy is a Qualification that ought to 
reign in all Difeourfes : We fcould fuppofe 
her fitting at the licad of o«r Tables ; and 
expc^ her Cm^t^ and fcvere Corre£kion» 
• ' - : - wheu* 
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whenever we are rude enough to put her 
to the Blufh.- Let us be cautious of of- 
fending fo nice a Miftrefs; nor let her fee 
us pleaied at fVantonneJs. We ought to 
keep our Hearts from drawing in the Breath 
of ohfcene Difcourfesj which are the very 
Peft of Converfation. Let us guard our 
£arS) check the Pleafure in our Eyes, and 
preferve our Minds and Inclinations iin« 
tainted. We Ihould learn herein to imitate 
the Philofopher Xenocrates^ who being a£k- 
ed an obfcene Queflion, made no Reply : 
Being again importuned to anfwer, faid 
moft commendably^ De tali re U bom» 
wm vanum interrogare dccet^ mi autem ri> 
fpondere nequaquimi Tbu Jkould put your 
^eftiofts (f ibis Sori to fonu vUe and ligbi 
Companion i it is -fitting in me to give you «a 
Anfwer. 

Inlhort, oytene Speeches^ WL%QfAhXm^ 
upon Linnen, will fpread much \ and as 
the Poifon of the Body enters by the Mouth, 
lb the Poifon of the Heart enters by the 
Ear ; and therefore thofe who have Hout^y 
in their Hearts, will have only ei^U and 
modeji IVords in their Mouths* 

The too common Faihion of Oalbs ^n^ 
Jmpreeationsi favours ftrpngly both of Le- 
vity and Propbaoenefs: It is a Sin that 
flies in the .Face of an expreis Comomnd^ 
ment : Our Qaibs. call the Xacred King of 

E 6 ^ Hca- 
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Heaven a Witnefs to all the Vanities we" 
utter; who^ were we rightly to confider, 
fan only teftify to our Difobedience. We 
are n6t to take his Name in vain, or to 
ftrengthen our Afleveration by fuch an Ap- 
peal : Yet is this Crime grown into a Cuf- 
f om V and the Invocation of our Maker to 
every Trifle, ufed but as a florid Expletive 
in Speech. Difcourfes are adorned with 
Oaths and Blafpbemies by way of Tropes 
_and Figures \ and yea^ yea^ and nay^ nay^ 
are not only literally, but fignificantly 
banifhed out of Converfation. It muft: be 
both Want of Senfe and Religion^ that can 
make a Man guilty in this kind ; and ic 
was excellently well faid. That this Folly 
had no Temptation to excufe it, no Man 
being born ot a /wearing ConftUution. The 
ether Species oii\i\^ Enormity, is an impious 
a Habit of Imprecation. Daring and info- 
lent! Shall we that cannot add one Cubic 
to our Stature, wifli Damnation to the Soul 
of our Brother ? Or ftiall we confirm the 
Fooleries of our Tongues, with calling down 
Perdition on our own Heads, and not ex* 
ped the Almighty fliould take us at our 
Words? 

Blafpbeming is another Part of the Exe^. 
Arable Faults in Speech ; and one that ftands 
in the higheft Rank of Impiety. It is an 
infuUing of Heaven, and all Things facred -, 

a Crime 
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a Crime peculiarly of the Growth of Atbe* 
ifm, and which furely can be praftifed only 
by thofe who have renounced all Thoughts 
of Futurity, flattered themfelves out of the 
Exiftence of a Godhead^ that cither hears 
or can avenge their Impiety: I fay, it 
ihould be only thefe Reprobates, that can 
give, into a Guilt of fo horrid a Com-^ 
plexion ; yet I fear, this Abomination Is 
ufed for IVii and Gallantry^ even by fuch 
as are checked in Confcience at it ; by fuch 
asarefcar'd with Nature!s common Opera- 
tions and fhrink into Corners at the Grum- 
Wing of Sunder. 

I will expatiate no farther on thefe Heads ; 
but rather draw them, and the Subjeft of 
my Difcoutfe into an Application ; which 
is, that we (hould look on all thefe Vices 
cf the Tongue with Contempt, Horror, and 
Deteftation •, that we Ihould guard againft 
the PraSiice of them in ourfelves; and that 
Caution will fccure us from being infcfted 
by them in other Perfons : It will be a Di* 
re£lion in the Choice of our jdcqumntanctj 
and teach us to abandon the Commerce of 
thofe, who give themfelves a Loofe in fuch 
Liberties. There is no greater Mark nor 
Diicovery c^ a Man^ than to judge hitn 
by the Company he keeps ^ it being impoffi- 
ble but that \i^ fliaU much refemble them, 
And partake of fome of their Qualities. Bad 

Com- 
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Company is very contagious to the wifeft 
and belt fettled Men ; for, as Plutarch has 
fomewhere obferved. Si jupfta claudurh 
babitesy fubclaudicare difces: If you live too 
near a lame h/ian^ be will unavoidably teacb 
you to halt. 

Amongft wife Men, the prineipal End 
of Company is Conference ; and Conference to 
be better'd by, is not ufually met witli in 
Crowds : The Chattering of Magpies is bet- 
ter Mufic than a Confort of fenfelefs Per^ 
fons-, and a Defart is to be preferred before 
debaucVd Companions % for the Wildnels of 
the Place is but uncbearful^ whilft the Wild- 
nefs of lewd Perfons i3 u^eSious. 

Judgment and Caution are therefore to 
be employed to diredl us in the Choice of 
thofc, with whom we covet to be familiar 
and intimate; and we mufl: not catch at 
the Offers df every forward Companion 
who courts our Acquaintance. It will con- 
qcm us much, not to be too ra(h in fallen- 
ing on the next that may accidentally oflfer 5 
nor prefently to afFeft every one that pre- 
tends to be fond of our Fricndfliip. Let 
the Search rather begin on our own Part i 
and our Choice fix on thde who approve 
themfelvcs really worthy of our Refpcft : 
For what is cheap, and with Eafe obtained, 
is too often below our Noti<», Perfoni 
vho officiouily ftick and twift themfelvea 

abcHit 
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afxKit us, are generally fuch as dcfervc our 
Scorn and Contempt ; and upon a long and 
ferious View of all Circumftanccs, we ought 
rather to court the Kindnefe of thofe who 
are of Repute in the World, and may prove - 
moft advantageous to ourfelves. The Re« 
ply of the famous Zeuxis^ to fome who 
blamed the Slownels of his Pencil, de- 
ferves our C(Mifideration 5 That be there* 
fore /pent a long Time in paintings lecaufibi 
defigffd ins ff^orkjhould laji to Eternity. So 
he that would fecure a lafting Friendjhip 
and Aequainiance^ muft firft deliberately 
judge, and thoroughly try its ^j^/i&, before 
he fettles it. 

It may be objcfted. That this Curiofity 
6^ Choice and Judgment is dependent on every 
Cafual Familiarity and Commerce j and^ only 
of ufe in refpefl to the ftriSeJi Friendjbips. 

But let us confider, that the moft eafual 
Converfation is an Avenue to Friendjhip^ and 
the ftrifteft Unions generally are founded 
on flight Occurences. Fam^rtty midt Con-^ 
n^erfe are the genuine Produdls and En- 
joymenrs q{ true Friendjhip \ and the hsgheft 
Pleafure the beft Friends aim at, is a mu- 
tual Exchange oi good Humour, a daily 
Complacency in each other's Company,* and 
a free Communication; of their ^haugbts^ De* 
^gns^ and Counfels^ 

That 

Digitized by Google 



88 Conversation, and the 

That which procures Love and Friend- 
Jhxp in the World, is a fwcct and obliging 
temper of Mtnd^ a lively Readinefs in do- 
ing good Offices J together with a conftant 
HdSSxtoi Virtue \ than which Qjalifications, 
nothing is more rarely found in Nature. 
This World is linked together by Love^ and 
Men by Cotrverfation^ and one of the great- 
eft Pleafures we enjoy herein (if duly 
weigh'd) is the fweet Society of a Friend^ 
which multiplies our Joys^ and divides our 
Griefs. There can be no ftrifiler Union up* 
on Earth, than that of a virtuous Friendjhip^ 
And nothing can be more fatisfaftory, than 
to improve and benefit that Perfon who is 
thus become a Part of us. 

I would not be thought to aflert, That 
we ought to confine ourfelves only to one^ 
Friend \ but, amongft the reft, there fhould 
be one eminently fo. The Term carries 
Society in it; but afi^efts not a Herd or 
Number. A Friend being ufually called 
and eftecm'd another Self^ is a convincing^ 
Argument, that the Number ^wo is the 
adequate and compleat Number of Friend^ 
Jbip\ and fuch was it accounted by the 
Roman Poet, when he faid, Nos duo turba 
famus. The moft eager Afieftion, if deri- 
ved among numerous Obje£b, like a Ri- 
ver derived into feverai Channels* muft 
Heeds flow very weak and Janguiihing. Lay- 
ing' 
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ing all at encc the Foundalionsof feveml Ac^ 
fuainianceSy we leave each unfinifh'd ; and 
when we have fcarcc fixed on one, our 
Love immediately palls there, while wc 
paflionatcly purlbe fomc other: Like Wo- 
men of the Town, admitting the Embraces 
of all Gallants that come; at the gay Ap*- 
pearance of the laft which occurred, wd 
neglcft, flight, and forget the former, and' 
cme joftles the Image of the other out of 
our Fancies. 

The ufefiil and profitable Converfations^ 
lyhich give a right Stamp and Impreffiont 
to our Minds, are thofc Friendi that will 
be Supporters to us in our Profpcrities^ 
Safeguards in our DifBcuhies, Counfeltors in 
our Doubts, znd Comforts in our Adverfities^ 
With thofe we ought tocontrad zJiriS Ac-^ 
quaintance and Inwardnefs, and embrace 
their Company upon all fitting Opportu^ 
nities. We Ihall fee fome who have W 
and cold Fits oi Friendjhtp % diat (hall hug 
you one Day, and not know you the next. 
This Unevenmfs o^ Temper is by all means 
to be avoided in Converfation : A good Maa 
will always keep zfteady Courfe of Friend ^ 
fhip, which may always run like a fmooth 
Stream, and never change, but be a perpe- 
tual Spring. 

There are three Requifites, as Plutarch 
tells us to true Friendlhip ; Virtue^ as at 

Thing 
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Thing lovely and dcfirable; FamiHar Can^. 
verfatioHj as pleafant; ^tid^ Advtmlage^ sts 
ncceffary. For wc muft firft chufe a Frknd 
upon a right Judgment made of his ex- 
cellent Qualities : Having chofen him, wc 
muft perceive a Pleafure in his Converfe ; . 
and upon Occafion, he muft be ufeful to 
us in our Concerns, All which (efpecially 
Judgment in our Choice, the main Point 
of all) are inconfiftent with ^ num&ous Ac-^ 
quaintance. » 

. Now, that human Frlettdjliips are partly 
founded upon the fFants and Imperfe^iom 
of Nature, may be faM without Difparagc-i 
mtait to fo noble a Relation. The Exchangd 
of Offices, when *tis managed with Fraftk-^ 
uefi and Fidelity, excites native Gemreftty^ 
and improves into Confidente and AffeBionl 
Indeed, to derive Friendjhip meerly frodfi 
Indigence^ is, in my OpinicMi, to miftake 
its Original, and affign it too mean an Ex-r 
tra£tion/ IncUnaiion^ and Efieem^ and Gene^ 
rqfity^ feem more creditable and likely Caufes 
of fo noble a Produdion. *Tis JVorth^ and 
BrofDery^ and good Humour^ which engage 
one virtuous Perfon to another. Thefe 
Qualities excite Admiration^ and Admiration 
improves into Love^ and Love proceeds to 
Intimacy and Union. 

I believe I may add, that Conformity of 
Judgment and Temper feem no inconfi- 

dcrable 
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derable Motives to begin a Fruniftnp. A 
Rekmhlmce in HmmuriirOpiHumj ^ Fancy 
for the fattic Biifinds or Divcrfion, Js often* 
times a Ground of AffeSion. Men love to 
fee their Thoughts and . Inclinations ap* 
prov'd ; and Nature, like Ni^ciJJuSy i$ 
' ftrangely taken^ with its own Refle&ionft 
A Man fees his own Being, as it were, 
doubled and extended in his Friends and 
then 'lis n6 wonder if he Iwtx him. Thi^ 
fo frequent Rife <AFriendJhip gives no fmall 
Sanation to Arifioli^% Definition of ir^ 
M/«v 4^v^i)v AwTyria^aiToiv mixSray, that it h 
amtpofd rf a fii^le Smd mhaWmg a Pair tf 
Bo£e5. 

The PcHs^ whofe Defoiptions wght aU 
ways to have Truth and Nature in View, 
through all Ages, even down to the Mo* 
ckms, have kept tip to the fame Notions 
of th» great M8Jo» ; and Drydetfs Anthony 
and DoloMla^ are a fubftamial Proof of it. 

" — I had a FrUndthai kv^dme^ 



Iwas bis Soulf he Uv^ d n^t hut in me, 
U^e were fo closed within each other'' s Breajls^ 
The Rivets were n$t found that joined us firji : 
T%at does not reach us yet i^^^Jf^e were fo mix'd 
As meeting Stream j both to our fehes were loft: 
IP'e were one Mafs ; we could not give or take 
But from the fame \ for He was /j / He, 

tully 
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TtsUy was the firft who obftrvcd. That 
Friendfhip improves Happineis, and abales 
Mifery, by the doubling of owr Joy, and 
diviJing of our Grief. Thefe are Effefts,^»' 
indeed, that extreamly add to the Price of ^ 
an Intimacy *, for the bed Society and Con- 
ver/ation^ is that in which the Heart has 
a greater Share than the Head. Tbo/e 
who have no Friend to difcbarge their Cares, 
and their Grievances upon^ fays Mr. Collier^ 
are (if one may ufefo barjb an Exprejfton) a 
Jbrt of Cannibals to tbesnfelves^ and prey upon 
their own Vitals. A fwelling Difcontent 
19 apt to fufSxate and ftrangle without 
Paffage: Whereas thofe who live withim 
the Communication of Friend/hip^ have a 
Vent for their Misfortunes. They may fafe* 
ly go to the Bottom of the Matter, report 
the niceft Cafe, and expofe the Part afFeft-r 
cd to Cjre and Compaffion. Friendjhip 
has a noble Effect upon all Accidents and 
Conditions: It relieves our Cares, raifes our 
Hopes, and abates our Fears : It doubles our 
Joys, and divides our Griefs. A Friend 
who relates -his Succefs^ talks himfelf into 
a new Pleafure : And by opening his Mtf- 
fortunes^ leaves Part of them behind him. 
Friend/hip^ like fome univerfal Medicine, 
works contrary Ways, but always to the 
Benefit of Nature. And as the Union of 
Bodies fortifies the Action at Home, and 

weakens 
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weakens the ImprdBons of Violence j fo 
xbere is a proporcionaUe Improvement from 
che Union of Minds. 

It IS Cicer(f% Advice, That we fhould 
prefer Friendjbip to all human Things •, and 
his Reafon is. Nihil eft enim tarn NaSura 
Mptumj Sam conveniens ad resj vel fecundas 
vel adverfas: Becaufe ibere is nothing Jo 
•agreeable to Nature^ or /o convenient to our 
Affairs t wbetkfr in Projperity or Adverfity. 
It is a Quality of that reiin'd Nature, that 
it abfolutely renounces a Commerce with 
Viee\ and Virtue alone begets or maintains 
it. 

What is Life to him who cannot repofe 
his Cares on the mutual Benevolence of a 
Friend? What greater Bleffing is there, 
than to pofiefs the Man with whom you 
may intruft the Secrets of your Soul as 
(afcly as with yourfelf? Where would 
be the great Advantage of good Fortune^ 
without a Partner to fhare the Joys of your 
Succefs ? So Calamity would be an infup- 
portable Weight, without one whole Fity 
and condoling Kindnefs are fond of eafing 
you of half your Burthen. All other Things 
defirable in Life are good, as appropriated 
to fome Particular: Money fcrves our Ufes j 
Riches procures us Reiped ; Honours gain us 
Applaufev Pleafures contribute to our En- 
joymcnt of the World \ Healtif fecures us 

againft: 
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againft Pain, and gives u& the true Ufe of 
our Limbs. Friend/hi^ contains in ic a 
Number of Conveniences: It is of Service 
in all Exigencies and Circumftances of Life; 
is to be excluded from no Place or Occa* 
lion; can never be unieaionable^ never 
troublefome. 

The fame great OraUr gives a fignal In** 
ftance of the Force of Friendjhtpy and its 
Confonance to human Nature* WhenJl^ir. 
cm PacuvitiS wrote his Tragedy erf" Pyledes 
andOr^i, wherein the latoer being in Dan*> 
ger fi-om the Refentmeots of a Prince, to 
whom he was perfonally unknown, the gaL- 
lant PyladeSj to refcue his Friendfrom Death, 
proclaimed that he was O^ejtes ; ^nd Qrejies^ 
as fearfiil of hisFriend^s Danger, ftroveto 
convince them of the Error they wece run- 
ning into through theGenerofity of Pylades^ 
and as conflantly aflerted, that he alone was 
the obnoxious Perfon, The Philofopher 
makes the following Remaiic on fo pathe«- 
tic an Incident: Stantes plaudebant in re 
fcid : quid arbitramur in verdfuijji faSiurosi 
Facile indicabat ipfa natura vim fi{am\ ciim 
homines^ quod facers ipft non ptfffenty id relti 
fieri in altero judicarent: The jludienee^ fays 
he, applauded the Ftilion\ what are we to 
think tbey would have done ^ bad it been a Re^ 
ality? Nature berfelf^ without Confiraini^ 
confeffd bet Forse^ when Men Judged that 

brave- 



d by Google 



' Choice ^/Friends, py 

bravely done in amtber, which they could npt 
h^e performed tbemfelves. 

Now, though many and fignal Advan^ 
tages are reaped from Friend/hip^ yet it ought 
tiec to flow from a fovd^ Hope thereof, or 
t3e founded on fb bale a Bottom z^.Inttrefi: 
For as we are liberal, and inclinM to good 
<^es^ noctomatkeaMerit, or be thanked 
for oup Services, (for we are not to play 
the VJurers in Benefits, but be carried to 
Bounty by a Propenfity in Nature i) fo we 
mufl: conceive, that Friendjbip is mit to be 
feught from a View to Pr^^ and an ava^ 
ricious Inclination^ but all its Fruits and Ad- 
vantages fhould confift in the Paflion of Love 
sind mutual Benevalmce. This Correfpondr 
ence of Love is to put them on an abfolute 
Equality \ and all their Emulation and Strife 
^uftbe, wbioh can get the Start in Ads of 
Kndnefs. 

■ On whatever Terms of Inequality the 
IMon be contraded, Lovs muit reconcile 
the Lines of Difference, and make them, 
run paralkK. He that ftands on an Erai^ 
nence of Fortune, muft (loop his Hand for 
iA^Friendy and raife him up towards his 
wn Ground: The Advantage mufl be 
laid afleep. There muft be no Challenge 
of Superiority^ or difcountenancing of Free^ 
^ on the (Mie Hand ; nothing of Envy 
or Repining on tlje pther* ^ As far as Pr«- 

dence 
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denci and JuJIm will permit wc ought rA 
ufe a Friend with all the Franknefs and Ge- 
mroJUy imaginable. There muft be no. 
Stinting of Inclination, no Computing upon 
Favours, for fear we Ihould do more thaa 
we receive 5 for this is mor^ like A&r- 
€bandize than Friendjhip. Exadnefs, and 
Management, and Oblervation, are Signg 
of Indiffercncy and Difirufi: Such a Prac- 
tice may do well enough among Strangers; 
but a Friend fliould be treated at a nobler 
Rate, and ufed with more Confidence and 
Aflfedbn. We fhould examine his Occa^- 
(ions, and prevent his Defires^ nor give 
him Time to think he wanted an Aflidance. 
A FcM-wardnefs to oblige, is a great Grace 
upon a Kindnefs, and doubles the incrinfic 
Worth. 

If the Confiderations of Profit were to 
be the Cement of Friendjbipy as the Ad- 
vantage (lacken'd, the Umon would diflblve: 
But as Nature cannot bp changed \ fo Friend^ 
finps^ eftablifhed on |m; Principles, are ne^ 
ver impaired, but are of equal Duration 
with Life. 

It ought to be a principal Law in Friendr 
fiipSj neither to requke an unjuft Thing td 
be done, nor to do one on Importunity : 
Friendjhip there lofes its Name, where Vio-* 
lations of Confcience or Honour intrude. All 
Importunities againft .Jfj^iV^f, are feveriflb 

Psfires, 
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Detires and not to be qualified. He thut 
'would engage me unwarrantably, takes me 
for an ill Fcrfon : His Motion is an Af- 
front, and I ought to renounce him for the 
Injury of his Opinion : This Rule provct 
the Maxim I but now advanced. That red 
Friendjhip could only he amongjl good Men^ . 
and exijis in Virtue. 

It kas been a pretty difficult ^ejiion (fays 
Cicero) whether new Friends^ tbat^ are not 
unworthy of being admitted inio Friendflnp^ 
are ever to be primer red to old ones: As it p 
ufual to efteem young Horfes above tbofe worn 
with Tears and Service. A Doubt ^ fays hd» 
unworthy of a Man : For we ought not to J^ 
. fatiated with Friendfhip^ as with other ^ings^ 
Mcrfl Things (like Wines that will bear 
Age^ Ihould have an Adicional Sweetneis 
from Time: And in this one Inftance under 
Debate, we may believe die Wifdom of the 
Son of Siracb : Forfake not an old Friend ; 
for the new is not comparable to him : A new 
Friehd is as new fVine \ when it is eld thou 
jbalt drink it with Pleafure. 

A s we are to indulge a Friend when chofe, 
to likewife our Elcflion muft be regulated 
by Time : We are not to be rafli and pre- 
cipitate, but let Deliberation and Judgment 
approve our Choice. BfaJjwf /it*j\ (p'oj^ 
yiwj fays Socrates; Make ibyfelf a 
Friend Jowly. The facrcd Author, I bcr 
F . fore 
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fore qudtedt ib-ikes Jn Mrtth the Rea(biubl9* 
nefs of this Opinion ; Iflbou wouk^^et 4 
Friendj prsve bim firfi^ and be not bafty /# 
credit: For fome Man is a Friend for bis own 
Occajwn^ and will ml abide in t be Day (f 
"iby Trouble ; And tbere is a Friend^ who being 
turned to Enmity ^nd Strife^ toUl drawer t^ 
Reproacb. 'Tis plain, therefore, that wc 
ought tb niake choice of Perfons of fiich Ho-- 
fwury for Our Friends j as^ if they fhould ceaft 
It) be £>» Will not abufe our Confidence^ nor 
^ive us irauie to fear them as Enemies. 

As thie Danger of Conrerfetion lies in the 
Sotitty of Perfctos of weious Principles^ (9 
•the grcateft Hazard of coiltrafting Friend- 
Jhips^ is for fear of falling into the Hands 
of Fluterers : Fbr, Battery^ to defcribe iti, 
in a Word, is .no better than Inter ^ undttr 
the DHguifc of Friendflnp : *Tis a finooth 
Application to the Fanity of another. The 
Art confifts in ftealing on the blind Side^ 
fcizing the Humour, and managing the 
fVeaknefs of a willing FropeHy : With one 
of this Conftitutiooy Ttrente^s C%fervatioii 
is valid, Ob/equium amicosj versus cdium 
parit: "That Obfe^mjhefs ahne mtAes tbem 
Friends^ and tellii^ the Truth incMrs their 
Averfion. 

The U^ealiby and the Fowerftd are moft 
obnoxious to this Sort of Impofition. A 
Flatteref*^ Aim is geacrally Interejth and 

there- 
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thercFore he*ll encfeavour tt) ply where thereat 
moft to be gotten. Thieves don*t ufe to 
fet upon Beggars ; a poor Man^s Brains 
arc not worth the plundering : He may bt 
allowed to uhderftand himfelfj and make 
the moft of his Difcretion, if he pleafes* 
To purfue fuch Game as this, is but Lofs of 
Time, and letting a Butterfly. 

As Conformity ofJidanners goes one Stejf) 
towards the eftablifliing of FHendfinp ; the 
Flatttrtr will be fore to take care to fuit the 
Te»q)cr of him he means to play upont 
His Bufinefs is to counterfeit the Inclina- 
tion, and aff^ the Diverrons of another t 
fife is for Town or Country, for Company 
or Retirement, for Exercife or Eafe, as 
the World is given, and the Freak of his 
Property direra. 

Did FluHery^ indeed, as moft other Mis* 
fortunes do, generally j or altogether, wait 
on the debauched and ignoble Pa-rt of Man^ 
kind, the Mifchief were of lefs Confcquence, 
and might admit of an eaficr Prevention : 
But, as Worms breed moft in fweet and 
tender Woods, foufually the moft obliging^ 
Ae moft 'l»*ave, and generous Tempers, 
wadylieft receive, and fongeft entertain the 
flattering Infed that hangs and grows iiport 
<hcm. It is a Diftafc, which I fear, too 
«aany bring upon themfelves by harbouring 
*0Q large Idcaj cf their own Afmf, which 
* - F 2 makes 
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makes them think another cannt)t well out* 
praife them. Our Affe^tom ufually blind 
our difcerning Faculties \ and hence it is that 
wc are fo fre<juently expofcd to the Atr 
tempts of a ParaHte, under the Difguile 
and Vizard of a Friend, For Self-Love^ 
that grand Flatterer within, willingly enter- 
tains another from without, who will but footh 
up and fecond the Man in the good Opi- 
nion he has conceived of himfelf. For he 
who dcfcrvedly lies under the Charadtcr of 
one that loves to be'fiattered, is doubdefi 
fufHciently fond of himfelf; and through 
^tbundance of Complailance to his own Per- 
fon, not only wifhes, but thinks himfelf 
Mafter of all thofe Pcrfcftions which may 
jTccommend him to others. 

It is a Bufinefs, of no fmalt Importance^ 
And which requires no ordinary Circum- 
rpedioh, fb to be able to know a FJaSterer 
in every Shape he afTumes, that the coun- 
terfeit Kefemblance fome Time or other 
bring not irue Friend/hip itfelf into Sufpici- 
on and Difrepute; A Man may hold ao 
unknown Flatterer in his Bofom» till the 
Hour of Trial once advanceis» ^hen his 
verbal I'Viendfhip (hould be put in Pradice^ 
and his fwoln Pretenfionsof Service amoum: 
to fomething more than a bare Profeflioa 
For then he begins to oonfefs Falfehoo^^ 
withdraws his Familiarity, p^ts on Airs <tf 

Con- 



d by Google 



Conftraint and CooIne&, and yet would be 
ifaought rather to feem forry that he can' 
fiot, than unwilling to lend his Afliftance. 
Sbakefpear^ in a Speech of his Julius Cefar^ 
has admirably deciphered the^ Shadows df 
Frkndfhip, where he thus obferves •, 



Evgr note^ Lucilius, 



ff^hen Love begins to Jlacken and decoys 
\ It ufsih an in forced Ceremony ; 
\ There ate no Tricks iff plain andfmple Faith: 
- But hollow Men^ like Horfes hot at Hand^ 
- . Make gallant Mew andPromife of their Mettle \ 
I ' But when they Jhould endure ihe bloody Spur^ 
. . They fall their Creji^ and like deceitful J<ides^ 

Sink in the Trial 

I This 18 the true Charafteriftic of a pro-^ 
fefling Friend, and the direft Oppofiie of 
a real afiive one. Amicus cerius in re iit^ 
^ertd cemitur^ fays Ennius : A true Friend 
is diftingaiflied in the Crifis of Hazard and 
Nccefflty ; when the Gallantry of his Aid 
niay fhew the Worth of his Soul, and ih^ 
Loyalty of his Heart. The fame Sincerity 
of JLove^ that taught hb Tongue to fpcak 
kind Things, engages him to. confirm his 
Kindnefs by Adlion. . - : : 

- Flattery J in Ihort^ is nothing but falfe 
Friendftiip, fawning Hypocrify^ diihoneft 
^vility, bafftJV&rcbaadize. of Words, and 
F 3 a plaufi- 
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a plaufible Discord eH th« Heart zxA 
Lips. His Tongue walks ever in one 
Track of unjuft Pirai&s ; and can no moie 
tell bow to difcommend) than to ipeatc 
true. His Heart is nothing btic a deligbtfiit 
Cou(eqage, whofe Rules are fmootbing and 
guarded with Perjury ; whofe Scope is to 
make Men Foob, in teaching them te-ovcr- 
value themfelves. 

As Euripides lays of Truth, That it Ufves 
plain Language \ fo the Temper of a FrUnd 
is fincere, natural, without Paint or'Var- 
niih -, but that of ^Batterer, as it is cor- 
rupt and difeas'd in itielf , fo.ftands it . in 
need of many^ and thofe curibus and ex« 
quifitc Remedies too, to ODrred it. 

It muft be our Care, therefore, with the 
uttnoft Penetration wfe are Mrffteiis of, to 
make Difooyeries of tbe Mm ^e would 
cherilh ; to know outfclves and diftingutfli 
him. For Flattery is an enfnaring Quality, 
and leaves a very dangerous Imprdfion i 
It fwells a Man's Imagination, entertains 
his Vanity, and drives him to Dotage upon 
his Peribn* Some People are flattered out 
of common Scnfe, their Undcrftanding is 
fpirited away, and they have hardly the 
lead Glimpfe of themfelves. They live, 
^s it were, under Delufion, repofe prodi- 
gious Confidence in the Succours of their 
Specious Friend, and think iais inppoflible 
. they 
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exi^ ever be unhappy. Indeed, dw ' 
Friend whom Virtue or Religion hadi gain'dt 
who is not fix'd eid^r by Gain or Pieafurc^ 
btm Extremity doth but faften ; whtlfl:, 
Bkc a well-wroug^ ^ Vault, he lies die 
Wronger, by how much more Wci^t hq 
bears. When Ncceflity calls him to it, he 
cm be a Servant to his Equal, with the 
fame Will wherewith he can command his 
Inferior. Thefe • Qualities are the Touch* 
ftooes of Fricndfhip, and that difcover the 
bsfeMetal.ofchei^^i^r^: For when Mis* 
fortunes b^in to pinch andembarals, Mrhen 
his Aid is requir^ to dliengage you, if he 
Ivgards your Perfon, and values your Con** 
verfation, cbe Coriefpondence wiU go on, 
tod the old Signs, of Friendfhip conriow r 
But if he grows willing to drop the Ac* 
quaintance, and withdraw his Ceremony, 
if his Air grows flat, and his Countenance 
tools, thete are all Indications of Falfe*^ 
hood and Management. This Change of 
Miaviour argues his former. Fondhefs was 
^ily to furnifli his Fancy, and ferve hi* 
Convenience. 

But it will not be Wifdan in us to ftay 
till fuch fatal Junftures, and then to try the 
Experiment 5 vhich will not only be ui^ 
Ids, but dangerous and hurtful: For *tis' 
a deplorable thing for a Man to find him- 
&lf then deftitute of Friends,, when he 
F 4 moflr 
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mod watits them, and has tK)t an Oppot^^ 
tuniry neither of exchanging his &He and 
fiithlefs for a faft and honett Friend. And 
therefore we (hould rather try our Friend^ 
a$ we do our Money j whether or no he be 
paffable and current, before we need him. 
For 'tis not enough to difcovcr the Cheat 
to our Ccft, but we muft fo underftand the 
Flatterer^ that he put no Cheat upon us : 
Otherwife we fhould aft like thofe who 
needs take Poifon to know its Strength, 
and foolifhly hazard their Lives, to idform 
their Judgments. 

But as a reafonable Caution b neceflary„ 
as our Reafon muft endeavour to defend u$ 
;igainft Frauds 5 fo, on the other Hand« 
Prrjudice and capricious Jealoufies are not 
to lead us into too light Sufpicions. We 
need not think every Compliment paid us, 
is defigning and treacherous ; Commenda- 
tion*, though too often favouring of Arti- 
fice, are not always certain Prooft of Flat- 
tery. *Tis true, to be always ringing dl 
People's Praifes in their Ears, and burning 
Perfumes before them, fmells ftrongly of 
Defign : However, to commend upon fomc 
Occ^fionis a defenfible Pradice, proper 
Acknowledgment, and a fcrviceable Office. 
It (hews the Juftice and Benevolence of our 
Temper, and that wfc are pleafed with the 
Advant3gq of our Neighbour. We are noc 
. I .. imm©» 
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lOimcdiatcly to fufpcft a pleafant and an 
crfy Convjerfation for a Cheat : For a Friend 
is not a dull taftdefs thing ; nor does the 
Decorum of Friend/hip confift in Sourentfs 
and Aufterity of Temper, but its very Port 
and Gravity is foft and amiable. 

Indeed,- did not the Laws of Friendjhip 
admit of a little Pleafantry and good Hu- 
mour, why would the Parafite infinuatc 
himfelf under that Difguife? And yet he, 
as counterfeit Gold, imitates the Brightntfs 
and Luftre of the true, always puts on the 
Ealineis and Freedom of a Friend, is al- 
ways pleafant and obliging, and ready to 
comj^y with the HunK)ur of his Compa- 
ny. And therefore 'tis no way reafonable 
to look upon every juft Charafter that's 
given us as a - Piece of Flattery : For cer- 
tainly a due and feafonable Commendation 
is as j[nuch the Duty of one Friend t6 
another, as a pertinent and fcrious -R^/rr- 
henfion: Nay, indeed, a foure querulous 
Temper is perfe6Uy r^ugnant to the Laws 
of Friendfhip and Cohverfation ; Whereas 
a Man takes, a Chiding patiently from a 
Friend, who is as ready to praife his Vir . 
tue$, as to animadvert upon his Vices-, wil- 
lingly perfuading himfelf thalt mere Neceffi- 
ty obliged him to reprimand, whom Kind- 
ness had firft moved to commend him. 

F 5 May 
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May it not be (aid then> that 'tis infi* 
nicely difficult to difcover the Difparity, 
and diftinguifli the Flattererfrom xhtFrien^^ 
fince there is no apparent PiSerernre either 
betwixt the Satbfa^ion tbey create, or th^ 
Praifes they beftow. For fince FriiH^fiif 
is agreeaUe and entertainjng, FkMiry re- 
fines upon the Character,, and cr^ps in ttii'- 
der this Difguifc. Nothing is fo foiooth as 
a Parafite. He (IrainB his Courtefy, and 
carries the Complaifance |o ^ an Excefs : 
He waits upon ^very Tom Qi Humour^ 
itrikes in wkh the Freak$,.and commends 
the Follies of his Pr<fper1y> But (hm t» 
cover himfelf from SafpiciotH .:be oiakes 
Profeflion of great Impcutialicyv and clear 
Dealing. He declares a^j^iaft wirikifig ac 
the Weaknefs of a Frkndy . apd Yuflfer him 
to mifcarry without Notice. Wittont ih^ 
Quality, he cries, Frimyh^ is Itetrsjj^d^ an4 
tbire'sno heit^ true to the EngagevMtU of 
tfqnour. By fuch Kinds of Artifik:e doe» 
he faften bis Intereft, make bkn^lf Mafttf 
of the Perfon he pr^ftifes upon^ works- 
himfclf into Credit, Eftcan, Cireffes, and 
is let into ASedioB witb^ beipg i^ 
fpecled, 

\t was an artful as weKas noted Pif* 

ripiulation,>Jn Mcibiaits^^ to finothet hb 

particular Genius and IncliniiiU(m» arid cock 

forming himfelf to Appearance, to put oa 

; . the 
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tlie Mannecs and Difpofittons of ererf 
Country where he relided : Was it not be- 
iog' a great Mafter in the Pro&ffion^ and 
&Utering a whole City or Nation at once? 
.While he liv'd zi Athens^ he aflSefted.Plca^ 
fantry and Jetting, kept Horfes for the: 
Race> followed the Mode,, and appeared 
with an £qu^)age : When he dwelt at Spar^ 
tOf he walked the Streets in a mean Habits 
and conformed to the Difciplioe and unor*- 
jmmentedManncr of that Republic : Wbea 
he travelkd into Tbrase^ he put on a Mili- 
tary Hamoitr^ and was all for Fighting and 
Bactle: When he remoyed from tluxice inta 
the Pirjian DomSnions, he became a fini&^d 
Debauchee, comply^ with the Licence of 
the Place^ and fpent his Time in Balls, In- 
Jr^uts, and.Entertaimnents. The c^mmm 
Flatterer is bot fuch a Gonformift in a nan- 
4x>wer Cnrclei his Game is ccH^nM to cute 
.Qbje&, and that he inde^udgably purfucs. 
. 'Tis ty He^bt cfJnji^ice^ fays Plal6^ Jte 
appear jujij and be really a Knofve^ So am 
we to look on ^ak.FlaUer^s a& mofl: 
tiangerous^ who walk not barefaced, hat in 
•Di^iie v wha make no Spcxt^ but mind 
ibetr Bu&neis : : For tbefe oteen per£»iate the 
true and fineece B^d fo exaftly^ that 'tis 
enoQ^ to^make; him Ml under the like 
&]f|Hcion c^a.Gh^c, unle&we beextremo* 
Jy CUDQUS in rensarking the Diffbrnce b^ 
F 6 tw'uflt 
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twixtthcm. Now, becaufc the Enjoj^meht 
of a Friend is attended with the greatcft 
Satisfadion incident to Humanity, there- 
fore the Flatterer always endeavours to rea- 
der his Converfation highly pleafant and 
agreeable. 

It has been an Obfcrvation, that a Flat^ 
4erer may be difccrned by counterfeiting 
Imperfedions, imitating bad Qualities, and 
pretending a Refcmblance of Misfortune. 
When Dionyftus of Sicily grew dim-fighted^ 
his Courtiers pretended it was an Epidc* 
mical Diftemper, tumbled upon one ano- 
ther,, as if they were almoft blind, and 
threw down die. Side-Boards, and the 
Dilhes. Thus, in the Reign of Alexander 
the Great, a wry Neck was the genera] 
.Faihion. This Imitatkm of Depravities is 
every Day confpicuous amongffc the Cla& 
^f Mankind, who think to infinuate them^ 
fclves by Compliance of Fafhions and 
Geftures, which it would be rnore com- 
jnendable to avoid. 

It k a Talk above my Power to afcci> 
t^in all the Rules by which a Flatterer 
may (land difclofed, or to enter into a De- 
tail (^Cautions, by which any c^iemay be 
iecured againft his Attempts: The Art of 
the Vocation is fo dependant on. Circum- 
ftances of Adion and Fortune, and a thou- 
£uid Varieties that cannot te prefcribed v^ 
« ., - -^ As 
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As I have before Taid, we moft ufe our 
Scnfc and Judgment in the EleAion of our 
Friends^ grow acquainted with the Cha- 
rader they bear in the W<M'ld, before we 
^akethem into our Bofom, andbythebeft 
Pre-knowledge we can gather from Ob* 
fcrvation and Report, prevent the Danger of 
being furprized with Treachery, For there 
is nothing more troublefohie in human So- 
ciety, than the Difappointment of Truft, 
and Failing of Friend*: For beftdes the 
Difordcr that works in our own Affairs, it 
commonly is attended with a nedeflary De« 
ficiency of our Performance to others.' The 
leaning upon a broken Reed gives us both 
a Fall and a W4»nd : Such is ^fdje Friend^ 
who after Frofeflions di Love, and real Of** 
£ces, either (links from us, or betrays us. 

Plutarch^ in his Bocks of AHoralj^ hair 
wrote a copious Chapter concemiiTig thi 
Differences oi z Frund ?XiAHattirer, and 
laid down feveral Rules whereby they may 
be l|pown afunder : The Steps which the 
FlatUnr take» ta cono^ \m Hypoerify^ 
and appear a Friend, and the Means by 
whiciv his Artifice may be difcovered. The 
curious Reader may confulc him on this 
Head ; but I believe he will be able to hel^ 
himfelf more from natural Prudence, and 
a little Obfervation, than Vblumes <^ writ- 
ten Dire&ioDS^ ^ 
. . Left 
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Left I 0i9ukl l)e drought m<H:^ prolbr^ 
than gf^l oo tbii Subje&, I (hall fubjom 
bur a fen^ Oh(etiratjons more» and proved 
oo aoocber Topic. It is granted, as I have 
idbove advassced^ That the Comfort of Life 
dq^nds upon Cbnverfation) on good Of- 
fices and CopoDid : "Porlbmm Smeiy \% like 
the working k£ an Arch of Stone y all 
would fall to the Ground, if on^ Piece did 
not fbpport another. We fbould remcm^ 
bcr, that we are fcveral Members of one 
great Body % that we: are all of a Confaor 
gumity^ formed <^ the &0ie MateriaJt^ 
and ddlgned to the fame End: Thit 
ot^es us to a nacoral Tendeme^ and CoDr 
Terfe; and the other to liv^e wich a regard 
to Equity and Jufticc. 

I liave likewife obferved, that the luove 
pf Society is natural i bidt that the Choice 
of our Company is Matter of Virtue and 
Frudence^ 111 E^an^ptes* Pleafiire^ and 
Eafe, are* no doubt of it» great Corruptera 
i^ Manners \ and as an Ul Atr may ^an^ 

fer a good Cbnititution, fo niay eimer a 
laqe or Perfon of ill EKimplc endanger 
a good Man, He that: eonverfcs wiA the 
JProud» fhaU jearn infenfibly to /be pufied 
lip ; mA an Acquaintance with the Ltcenr 
(ious and DiflS^lme^ fhall teach a Man to be 
a^ Libertine an^ incontinent* Hanx&d\ixm^ 
fcif was unmanned by the Loofiioeis of Qamft 
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panUi and ilMMigJi a Conqueror by his 
Arm$9 was overeome by hb rloafures, and 
ihruok from all the Gloty obcain'd at Com^ 
mm^ by the Luxury be fiiffer'd himfelf to 
fell into at C^Hia. 

Let us know never fo tmnyt %e Rul^ 
for our Conduft* and be tau^t by written 
Wifdom to avoid the Paths of Error and 
Hazard, yet if we meet with livii^ Pre- 
cedents to warrant our Deviation, the In* 
ftru£li(» lofes Ground with the Mind» and 
we arc won over to Vice and Folly by the 
powerful Inflisence of eVtl Cempiunicatioa: 
Men may give gtieat Crfcdk to their £an % 
faat d^y. cake much (Ironger In^pcefiioaa 
lirom Example, than. Precqikt. For there 
is juft the fame DifiSerence in this Refpe&t 
jt tb&c is in Dmtmtfic Foetry» betwixt 
the Forqe <^ a .Narr^iont and an- OhjeS 
pre&ntiQd:: . 

Segnm trrkaui mmos dimifaper mtresy. 
^l^m. fM funi ocuUs Jubje&a fidMus. * 

It ioftcfi happens, that what we read^ 
thi^gh we finnly believe, it to be ri^uv we 
fieg^eft to put in praftiicte i but what we 
itt^ tlvQi^ we know it to be a wrong 
Strain, and of faiial CQnlix]uence, we are 
MO iut§bd to Mow and imiii^^ to. 
^ ^. . ,.. .. . ,. ^ 
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But leaving it for granted, that of aH 
Ff^licities, the mdl: charming is that of a 
firm and gentle FriendJUp ; but that the 
great Difficulty refts iq the Choice of the 
Perfon, I Ihall conclude with a Ihort View 
4>f the Advahiages refuldug from this fa-^ 
crcd Intimacy, when this Choice is proi 
perly made. 

Now, that Advantages may follow fn>m 
our contrafting Friendftiips, it is very ef- 
iential to this End, that the Partner of our 
Love he virikous sdid boneft : For Vice is 
contagious, and there is no tryfting of th^ 
Sound and the Sick tiMcther. Thxt Friend- 
JXnpi where Mens Anedions are cemented 
hy an equal and common Love of Good* 
mefs^ it is not either Hope or Fear, or any 
private latereft, that can ever diflblve; bivt 
we carry it with us to the Grave, and lay 
down our Lives for it with Satisfadion; 
True Friends are the whole World to one 
aoother ; their Converfation is ever new to 
each other, ever endearing : Fcm* as thete is 
no Relifh in the poflefling of any thing 
without a Partner, "fo there is no Rdifli 
wanting to any Thing dividing it with a 
true one. Even the Correfpondence by Let* 
ter of an at^ent Friend, gives more real Sa^* 
tisfa^lion, than the Society of twenty in^ 
different Perfons : In reading his Epiftlesi 
I can fuffer myfelf to be deluded, and fancy 
^ I have 
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t have his Company ; and when I abfwrf 
them^ I d6 riot only write, bot Ipcak : For 
in eff^cb, a Friend is an E^e^ a Hearty a 
^^Qngue^ tiHani^ at all Diftances. I look 
opon my Thoughts to be as fafe in his Bread 
as my own ; and in this Belief can I un^ 
burthen my SOul,* and eafe my Heart oi a!) 
its Difqui^tudes. I can depend on hia yif* 
tiic and fincere Kindnefs; and therefoi:^ 
ought, without any Scruple, to make him 
the Confidant of my moft fecret Cares and 
Counfcls: For it goes a great Way towards 
the making of a Man faithful to let him 
underftand that you think him fo : And he 
who does but fo much as fufpedb that I will 
deceivcihim, gives ftie A Sbft of Jt.ight to 
couzen him. If then our Hearts /ire one, 
fo muft be our Intcrcfts and Convenience : 
For Friend/hip lays all Things in common ; 
and nothing can be Good to the^e, that 
is 111 to the other. And is not this a Feli^ 
city^ this an Adv^i;age ? ^ * 

In a Word, unfcfs then we can find a 
Pcrfon in whom we may repofe this ab- 
folute Confidence, with whom we may 
(hare our Fortune and Difappointments, let 
us be cautious how we carry our Intimacy 
farther than an Acquaintance j but when 
.we have once fixed on the Man in whom 
our Fnendlhip may be fecure, it Ihould 
be the Bufincfs, as well as the Pleafure of 

our 
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Mr Livest to impirove the Uiiion> aind 
B^r let it be diffolvcd bat by that which 
ieptrats^ the SoqI from the Body. , I fhali 
conclude with the Advice c^ Pokniui ia 
fiaodei \ 

^Friittds thu haftj and tkeirMoptm iry% 
Gr^jpfc tbim to tby Sml with HnQp cf Steele 
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/^ U5 7*0 M and Fajkim have made 
V-^ it fo-umverlaJa that the 3^/6 of cwr 
Age aire do fooncr efticred kito Converfa^ 
^i^ but the^ muft likewife have an Amw 
on their Hands, aad run mo a Vein of 
^^j/S Gallantries. Nature and Conftitu-^ 
tion invite to the former ; and Companions, 
that ftrike in with the Gaiety of their YeaEs, 
provoke them to the Jatter: Yet to be ia 
Lovi^ is not always the Efic6l of Nature, 
tot mere GaUantry 5 and young Genticmm 
cftcem it a Part of their Duty, to make 
Addreffcs of Complailance, if not of Sin- 
cerity, to the Ladies. 

/ \ I con* 
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I confefs, I would rK>t chufe to hare my 

Son too forward in this Paflion : A Love of 

Siftccrity too early begun has Inconvcni-"* 

cnces and uneafy Coniequences ; and aH; 

jfmour of perfcft Gallantry is a DeceU f . 

would blulh to have him guilty of. Love 

feize^ ^on us fuddenly, without givr^^ us 

Time Jto rdfteft > our Difpofltion, or Weak- 

>ncfs favours the Surprize -, one Look, one 

Glance from the Fair,, fixes and determines 

us. Young Hearts are tender and fkxible^ 

and apt to take itrong, as well as fudden 

Iflipreffions kotaSeamty \ tind as the IAIb^ 

bfthis Paflit)n are of the greateft Monaent 

in Life, a thoufand Circumftances are to 

regulate its Rafhnefs, and every Yoyth 

&ou)d fet a Guard on his Eyes and Brea(^ 

for fear of being captivated by an improper 

Objcdt. It is for this Reafon that I would 

endeavour to direft, and not pretend to 

eradicate the Inclinations of the Sexes to 

each other. Daily Experience fhews us, 

that the moft rude Ruftic grows humane, 

as foon as he is infpired by thisPafljon; 

it gives a new Grace to our Manners, a 

new Dignity to our Minds, a new Vifage to 

our Perfons : Whether we are inclined to 

i^eral Arts^ to Armsy or Adirefs in our 

Exercife,. our Improvement is haftened by 

a particular Object whom we would pleafe. 

Cbearfulnefi^ Gentlenefs^ Fortitude^ Libera^ 

lity^ 
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Jfify, Magnificent^ and all the Virtues which 
adorn Men, which mfpire Heroes, are moil 
<x)nfpicuous in Lovers ; but yet this Rei 
finenient of the Soul may overtake us at a 
wrong Seafon^ aftd attach as to a Pcrfon, 
in the careffing of whom Parents may be 
difobeyed, and Friends diibbliged. 

It is remarkable that no Paffion has been 
treated by all who have touched upon it 
with the fame Bent of Defign, but this; 
The PoetSy the Moralijisy the PainterSy in 
all their Defcriptions, Allegories, and 
Pifturtsv have reprefented it zsz /ofi Jcr^ 
menty ^, hitter Sweety z, fka/mg Pinriy or an 
agreeable Diftrefsy and have only exprefl*ed 
the fame Thought in a different Manner. 
Jt is certain there is no other Paflion which 
does produce &ch contrary Effeds in ib 
great a Degree. But this may be faid for 
Lovey that if you itrike it out of the Soul; 
Life would be infipid*, and our Being but 
half animated. Human Nature would fink 
into Deadnefs and Lethargy, if not quicks 
tied with fbme aSi^re Principle ; and a$ 
for all others, whether Ambition, Envy^ 
or Avarice, which are apt to poflefs the 
Mind in the Abfence of this Paffion, it muA 
he allowed that they have greater Pains, 
without the Compenlation of fuch exquifite 
PJcafcms^ as thofe we 6nd in Love. 

The 
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The old Mylhdog^s made Venus tte 
Mother of two different Cujids ; the one of 
which, was the God of innocent and pure 
Dcfiresj the other of unlawful tnd.camd 
Plcafures, To unpcrfonate thefe chimcri* 
cal BeiflgSf and reduce them to Qualities^ 
the firfl: is what we call L&ve ; and the lat- 
ter Jjjiji I which, in their Nature?, differ 
as much as a Matron from a Proflitute, or 
a Companion from a BuObon. Their diOinA 
Defcrtptions in the Poets, ane firll of In< 
firudion, as well ^ Spirit . JLoveis abeau^ 
ttous hlind Child, adorn'd with a Quhrer 
and a BoWi which he plays^witfa, and (hoots 
around him,' without Defign or I>hrAions 
to intimate to us, that the JE^rfon beloved 
has no Intention to give us the Anxietieis 
we meet with, but that the Beauties of a 
worthy Otgeft are like the Charms of a 
lovely Infant. On the orficr Side^ the 
S^es figured Luft in the Form of a Satyr^ of 
Shape, Part hunoan. Part beftial ; to 
iignify, that (be Followers of it prdtitute 
the Reaf9n of a Man to purfue the Appetites 
jof a Bead. This Satyr is .made to haunt 
tht Paths and Coverts of the IV^od-Nympbc 
and Shepberdgjfet^ to Itnk on the Banks of 
Rivulets, and watch the purling Streams, as 
the Reforcs of xctix*d Virgijts \ to fhew, tfiat 
lawlefs DeQre tends chiefly to prey upon 
Innocence, and has fomething fo unnatural 
• ' m 
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«f it^ that it hatc» its own Make^ and (buns 
the Objed it lov'd, as foon as it has made 
it like itfelf. Lpve, therefore, is a Chili 
that complains and bewails its Inability to 
help idfelf : Lufi^ a watchful ^ief^ whieh 
feizes its Prey » and lays Snares fix* its own 
Relief ; and its principal Objcfl: being Intp^ 
cence^ it never robs, but it murders at the 
lame Time. 

From thefe two diftinft Idea^ we may 
fettle our Nodon ^ the difierent Defires^ 
and accordingly rank their Fdtowers* *Tis 
true, as C&tf^ii(y is eftemied a Conjun&ion 
of the good Qualities neceflbry to a vtrv 
iu9mMan\ ioLcw is the happy Ompcv 
fitxon of all the Accomplifhrnents that make 
^.fine GMkman. The Motive of a Man's 
Life is ieen in all his Actions % and fuch as 
have the beauteous Boy for their Infptrer, 
Jiare a Simplicity erf* Behaviour, and a cerr 
tain Evenness of Defire, which bums like 
the Lamp of Life in their Bofbms ; while 
they who are inftigitted by the Sutyr^ arc 
ever tortured by Jealoufies of the Otge& 
iA their Wilbes, often defire what they 
fcorn^ and as often confcioufly and know^ 
ji^ly embrace where they are muwally in- 
different. He certainly does not under- 
ftand either Vice or Virtue^ who will not 
allow that Life^ without the Rules of Mor 
raliiy^ is a wayward uneafy Being, with 

Snatches 
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Snatches only of Plcafurei but under the 
Regulation of Virtue, a reafonable and uni- 
form Hibit of Enjoyment. Ci//f^ would 
not loofc his Divinity, if too many of his 
Votaries did not take their I^ireftion from 
the Satyr 5 but the generality of Lasers are 
of that vile and degenerate Stamp, that it 
forces us to conclude with Pbocyltdes^ 

that L$vi is no God^ hut a blind Vaffion^ i§ 
Hvbicb ail are fuhjeU: It is a too common 
Levity in Ycmth, to make Ltn^e an Ex- 
trcife Of Recreation : When the Hours erf" 
Life hang heavy on their Hands, they ar6 
for whining them away with Pbillisj or Sil* 
nna \ The Nymph hears, and fmiles at the 
tender Things they utter, is pleafed at the 
Raptures (he imagines her Beauty has m- 
fpired, is tranfported at being compared to 
^ Goddefs, difolves to Softneis, and looks 
upoct the amorous Flatterer as one who will 
adore her to the End of her Life. And 
what is the Confequence of all this Paflion ? 
She is only courted perhaps to be beirayeB% 
all the fine things that are faid, prove but 
extempore and accidental i imply no real De- 
fire, no Dcfign, except of making the Fe- 
n^alc fond of berfelf, and working her into 
the ^oil that is fet for her Honour. Or 
ibppofing the C^lanl prQcccds wkh. more 

Loyalty 

Digitized by Google 



Love and Gallantrv. hi 
Z^ahy^ that he views her as an Objed 
in which he propofes Happinefs and Joy ; 
that he confents to take her to his Arms 
for Life •, *tis ten to one, if Fruition do not 
alter his Opinion of her Charms^ if his Ap^ 
petite do not grow dull with the Feaft» 
and his Fancy and Afff£lions begb to covet 
a new ObjeSl. The Truth is, we generally 
make Love m a Stile, and with Sentiments 
very unfit for ordinary Life ; they are half 
.Theatrical, half Romantic. By this Means 
.we raife our Imaginations to what is not 
to be expeded in human Life : And be* 
caufe we did not before-hand think of the 
Creature we were enamoured of, as fubjeft 
to Dijhonour^ Age^ Sicknefsy Impatience ^ or 
SiiUennefs^ but altogether confidered her as 
the Objed: of Joy^ human Nature itfelf is 
often imputed to her, as her particular Im- 
perfe<Sion or Defeft : Whereas we Ihould 
txjnfider things in their right Lights and 
,as Nature has formed them, and not as our 
own Fancies or Appetites would have them. 
Love was always accounted the Mother 
•of Poetry; and. ft ill produces among the 
moft igrK>rant and barbarous, a thoufand 
imaginary Diftreffes and poetical Com- 
plaints. It makes even a Lacquey talk like 
OroondateSy and converts a brutal Ruftic 
into a gentle Swain. The moft ordinary 
Plebeian or Mechanic in Love^ bleeds and 
G pines 
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pines away wkh a cenain Elogaoce ad 
Tenderaefs of ScotimeDCs i«hsch tbis Pai^ 
fion natoraliy infpifes* Thde inward Lan« 
guifluf^ of the Mind, bfeded widi this 
Soflne/s, hadi given E^rdi to a Phrafe, 
which is made ufe of by att die Meicinf; 
Tribe, from die higheft to die lowdt ; I 
meaa dut of J^^frr Lave. 

RomoMCcs^ which owedieir yiary Mekig^ 
this Paffion, are full of thek metzflbonal 
Deaths. Heroes, aod Herotoes, Kn^ts, 
Squifes, and Damfck, are all of them io s 
^9ig GondkioQ t Many of die Poets, to 
defcribe die Eaeecncion which is done bf 
this Paffioj:!, rcpteicnt the Fair Sex as A^ 
Jiiijisj that dcflxoy with dicir Eyes : Anci 
Mn Cowley has, with great Joftncfe of 
Thought, compared a beawtifW Woman to 
a PcrcufmCi that lends aa Arrow 6om eferf 
Part 

There is no Way (o efieftual for tte 
Care of this g^ieral Infirmity, as a Mafl^ 
refleding upon the Motives that produce 
ir. When the PaiBon proceeds mwn the 
Senfe of any Virtue or Perfedton in *? 
Perfon beloved, 1 would by no means (i^j 
courage it ; but if a Man coofideis that all 
liis teavy Complaiacs of Wounds and I>»*^ 
rife &om fome lictfe Affedations of Cof^^ 
try^ wbicb ave improvtl into Charms by ^^ 
^wn fond luMgkiacibns, the very lagf«)g''^ 
; * ' fore 
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foct himfelf the C^Oife of t\ik Diftemper» 
may be fufficienc to t?k£k th^ Cirr^ of ir. 

It is one of the greatei{{ Faults of too 
juvenile a Paflion, that the liliftre& is more 
adored than lov*d,> and rather worftiipM as 
ao Idol^ than courted as a xtmrtal Beauty. 
She is accented in the Langaage proper to 
the Deity v Life ^^ DeJffb are m her 
P(fwer i Jays ^f Hemjen^ ar4 P<^s ofHell^ 
another Dij^fal: ParadiJeismberJrms % 
Md Eternity in every MimeHt that ym an 
prefem with her \ R^urfs^ ^an^ortSj and 
fixtadei,, are the RenFtrds which fhe con* 
fers i Sigbs and Te$rs9 Prq/^rs and Bro^ 
bn Hearts^ are theP&rings^tch are paid 
to her : Her SnoUes make Meqliappy \ and 
^T^oiMs drive them to Def^ir, 

I graot, the{)leafaQteft Parltof a Man's 
Life generally is that which pa^es in Cmrt" 
finpj provided his PafliQn be fincere, and 
the Party belov'd kind with JJifcretion : 
l^e, Dejire^ Hope^ all the plea0ng Motk)ns 
of the Soul, riie in the Purfuit. \ It is eafier^ 
however^ for an artfijj Man, who is not in 
l^ve^ to p«2cfuade his Miftrds he has a 
PaflioQ for ber, and to fuccced in his Pur- 
W^y than for one who loves with the 
greateft VioleKce. True Z>w hath ten thou- 
fand Griefs Inmatieaccs,.and Refentments, 
^ render a mm unamiaUe in the Eyes 
^i the Perfon whofe A&<ftions he follicits : . 
"-^ "% 2 bcfides 
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befides, that it finks his Figure, gives him 
Fears, Apprehcnfions, and Poorncfs of Spi- 
rit, and often makes him appear ridicu- 
lous, where he has a Mind to recommend 
himielf. 

There is one particular Oecafion of unhap^ 
py Marriages J which, though very common, 
is not very much attended to. What I mean 
is this : Every Man in the Timtof Court/hip ^ 
and in the firft Entrance of Marriage^ puts 
on a Behaviour like a Holiday Suit, which 
is to laft no longer than till he is fettled 
in the Poffcflion of his Miftrefs, He refigns 
his Inclinations and Underftanding to her 
Humour and Opinion : He neither loves 
nor hates 5 nor ta:lks, nor thinks, in Contra- 
diftion to her : He is controuled by a Nod^ 
mortified by a Frown y and tranfported by a 
Smile. The poor yodng Lady falls in Love 
with this fupple Creature, and expe6b of 
him the fame Behaviour /6>r Life. In a little 
Time fhe finds that he has a Will of his 
own ; that he pretends to diflike what flic 
approves ; and that inftead of treating her 
like a Goddefs^ he fcarce ufes her like a W(h 
man. What itill makesthe Misfortune worfe, 
we generally find the mod abject Flatterers 
degenerate into the greatefl: Tyrants. 

To difcourfe on this Pajpion in its full 
Extent, to examine all its Caufes and Ef- 
fcdts^ its Influence and Power, and its va- 
rious 
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rious Ways and Degrees of aftuating, were 
to fwell this Treatife on Love to the Bulk 
of a Volume. I (hall therefore clofe this 
Subject with a Reproof tp thofe Knight- 
Errants in the World, who, quite contrary 
to thofe in Romance j are perpetually feek- 
ing Adventures to bring Virgins into Di- 
ftrefs, and to ruin Innocence. When Men 
of Rank and Figure pafs away their Lives 
in thefe criminal Purfuitsand Prafticcs, they 
ought to confider, that they render them- 
felves more vile and defpicable than any 
innocent Man can be, whatever low Sta- 
tion his Fortune or Bicth have placed him 
in. To bring Sorrow^ Confufton^ and hu 
fqmy mto a Family, to wound the Heart 
of a tender Parent, and (lain to Life a 
poor deluded young Woman with a Dif- 
honour that can never be wiped off, are Cir- 
cumftances, one would think, fufEcient to 
check the moft violent Paffion, in a Heart 
which has the lead Tir,£ture of Pity and 
Good' Nature. 

And yet fo corrupt are the Fajhtons and . 
Principles of the Age, that Fa<5ts of this 
Nature are confidered but as Flights of. 
Gallantry and Sprightlinefs. We are come 
up to fuch an extraordinary Pitch of Petite-^ 
ntfs, that the AfFeclatjcn of being Gay and 
in Fajhion^ has very near eaten up our ^ood 
Scnfe and our Religion. Is there any thing, 
G3 lo 
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lb juft, as that Mode and Gattantry fiiould* 
be built upon exerting oorfelrcs in what 
is proper and agreeable to the Inftitutions 
Q^JuJiice and Piety among us ? And yet 
is there any thing mc>ne common, than to 
run in perfeft Contradiftion to them ? All 
which is fupported by no other Pretenfions, 
than that it is done with what we call a 
Good Grace. 

Nothing ought to be heJd laudable or 
becoming, but what Nature itfelf fhould 
prompt us to think fo : Nor is there any 
Evil under the Sun fo great as the Abufi 
of Vnderjkmding \ and yet there is no one 
Vice more common. It has diffufcd itfdf 
through all Degrees and Qualities of Man- 
kind ; and there is hardly that Pcrfon to 
be found, who is not more concemM for 
the Reputation of IFit and Senfe^ than 
Honefty and Virtue. 

Thofe Errors of Life which owe their 
Rife particularly to what we call Galtan* 
iry^ are often of a more pernicious Xind, 
than thofe we commit from a Spbit of 
Liber tim/m. The Rake, who, without Senfe 
of Charader or Decency, wallows and ran- 
ges in common Houfes, is guilty no further 
than of proftituting bimfelf^ and expofing 
his Health to Difeafes : But the Man of 
Gallantry cannot purfue his Pleafures with- 
out Treachery to fomc Man he ought to 

love, 
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k^ and mddng defpieaUe the Woman 
he admires. To Ihre in continc^ D^ 
cdfj to reflcft upon cfae Hifhonmr you do 
fimie Hnflfond^ Father^ or Brother, who docs 
not d^rve diis of you, and wbom you 
would deftroy, did yoa know they did the 
Kke towards* you, are Orcumftances which 
pall the Appetite, and give a Man of any 
Senfc of flonour very pain^ Mortifi^alkm. 
What more need be laid againft a Gentle- 
man's Delight, than that i^ i&M»/^ thinks 
Inmfilf a iafi Man in puriuing it ? When 
k is thcHXAighly confidered, be gives i^ his 
very Being as a Mom rf Integrity^ who com- 
mences a G^Mant. 

Tho^e are icaice any Athens beneath a 
kbn of common good .Morals, which do 
iK)t make a Part in the Compofition f:^ a 
brig^ Man of Galhniry, who goes on in 
a conftant Purliut of criminal SattsfaSliom. 
In the Account of Fajhkn and Cuftom, it is 
bat giving ones (elf a genteel Air, co get 
knmodo-atcly drunk, and break a Drawer's 
Head ; to quarrel with a Watchtnan, draw 
the Sword on a Paflenger, and enter on 
perpetual Riots and Intemperance. The Af* 
fedation of thcfe Airs and Freedoms of 
AAion, infenfibly grow mto habitual Dif- 
foluccnefs \ and then the Perfon who fcrs 
<mt a Gallant, finiftics his Cburfe in a com^ 
plete Rake. Thofe Anions which we are 
G 4 drivca 
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driven into, generally through the Heat of 
fTwe or Touib, Mr. Hobbs calls the Efeifs 
$f a naturd Drunkennefsy and that there- 
fore we are confequently more excufablc 
for any Errors committed during the De^ 
privation or Sufpenfton of our Reafon^ than 
in the Poffcflion of it. I am afraid we 
cannot have the Benefit of this Excufe for 
our Extravagances of Gallantry : We are 
drawn into them barely by our Will ; we 
are fond of hazarding our Charaders by 
Flights borrowed from others; we arc 
forced by npNeceffityon committing them; 
and have no Impulfe to them but Vanity^ 
and a Difpofition of Fluttering and Fop-- 
pery. It is unaccountable to conceive, that 
Men who have had a liberal Education^ and 
have a good Foundation of Senfe and Un^ 
derjimding ; who know that Reafon (houkl 
be the Meafure of their Conduft, and Stan- 
dard of their Adions, Ihould fufFer them- 
felves fo far to be fwayed by Levity ^ as to 
forfeit all Pretences to Modejly and Difcre^ 
tion^ merely out of a Humour of being fa- 
fhionably Gay^ and an AfFedlation of rnifta-* 
Jcen Gallantry. 

I would as foon profcfs the Charafter 
of a Rake^ as like to be diftinguilhed for 
a Man of Gallantry : and yet a Rake is a 
Man always to be pitied •, and^ if he lives, 
is one Day certainly reclaimed : For his 

Faults 
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Faults proceed not from Choice or Inclina- 
iiotiy but from ftrong Pajftons and Appetites^ 
* which are in Youth too violent for tlie Curb ^ 
of Reafon^ good Senfe^ good Manners^ and 
good Nature. He • is a poor unwieldy 
Wretch, that commits Faults out of the 
Redund^ce pf his good Qualifies: His 
Deftres run away with him through the 
Strength and Force of a lively Imagina- 
tion, which hurries him ort to unlawful 
Pleafures^ before Reafon has Power to.come 
in to his Refcue, There is not a Being 
under the Sun fo miferable as this : He goes 
on in a Purfuit he himfelf difapproves ; and 
has no Enjoyment, but what is followed 
by Remorfe ; no Relief from Remorfe, but 
the Repetition of his Crime. 

This is the Gharadter of a Rake •> and 
every Man of thorough Gallantry is a zea* 
lous Pretender to it. We fliould labour to 
^ffume no Gallantry^ but that of Spirit, 
which IS ftiled Magnanimity and Greatnejs 
of Soul ; an Air of doing great and good 
Offices \ a Pleafure in exercifing our Vir- 
tues, and drawing them out to Light for 
the Service of Mankinds This is Gallantry y 
this is Elegance of Aftion ^ and the other, 
only called fo by Fafhion and Folly ^ h but 
a poor and mean Imitation of Vice in Dit 
guife. 

G5 ^' COU- 
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COURAGE 

AND 

HONOUR. 

COURAGE and Hdnour arc two Quali- 
ties very eiTential to our Charaders in 
the World, yet often miltaken bytheCon- 
ilrudioos which are put upon them. The 
former is a Quality which wc have from 
Nature ; the latter is to be acquired and 
cheriftiM by Rule and Difcij>lwe. 

I fhall confider Honour as two-foM ; 2A 
a Fortilude of SouU and an Inclination /d 
Honejiy : In the latter Senfe, it ftands for 
Jufticey fair Dealings and llpr^btne/s of 
Atlions. The old jlcademics laid it down 
for a Principle, That when Prof t^nd Juftice 
came to a Competition, the latter fhould 
always carry it. This did not latisfy Tully : 
He has ftated the Cafe higher, and de- 
termined, That every thing that was honeft^ 
was for a Maif% Inter eft \ and that nothing 

unju^ 

Digitized by Google 



Cov RAGE anisf Ho^oxm. iji 
^njxfi cmildpojibly be ftrOleetiNe. Jitfiice i& 
the Cement rf the World : All Societies 
fbind upon this Balis ; and therefore Frani 
and Violence are every where pumftiM No 
Advantage can oMntcrvail the Lofe of 
Honefty : He that difpenfes with Juftice 
and clear jyealing^^ degrades himielf to a 
Brote, though I^ does not go upon AH* 
four : For what fignifies the I>iverfity of 
Shape, when the Qualkies are the fa!T>e ? 
In (horr, Honefty is the Support of Com- 
inerce ; and tvtn Knaves wocM be undone 
wiAoiit h. 

foJo as iBt>e ivntld In done ly^ oor Kkdbd 
Saviour tells us, is fhe Law ami the Prophets i 
that is, k contains the Senfe, includes the 
Comp^is, and obliges to the fame moral 
Dunes which tliey do. The Meaning of 
honefty may be eafily known, if a Man is 
but willing to be informed. To acquit our 
felvcs fairly in this Matter, there's general- 
ly required no gr«it Reach of Thought^ 
Tio refinM Underftanding, no Advantage 
^Education. We need not turn over tlic 
Pandegisy nor tire ourfelves with Statutes 
and Reports : *Twa8 the Dilhonefty^ nw« 
than the Wcaknefs of Mankind, wliich oc-* 
<^fion*d thefe Veiumes. Bid not defigning 
Men make it their Bufinefe to ftarc Ambi- 
guities, to entangle Pr<^ity, and l*y in 
^^ to deceive, moft People might be 
G 6 their 



d by Google 



1^1 Courage and Honour. 

their own Lawyers. If in doubtful Cafes 
they would ask their Reafon a few Quefti^ 
ons, and try their Ufage of their Neigh- 
bours upon themfclves, the World would 
ftldom have any juft Ground to complain 
of them. 

Was thb Rule generally obfcrved, did 
People Jo as they would be done by^ the World 
would have quite another Face. What in- 
violable Friend/hip might we then expeft ? 
What Exa£inefs in Commerce ? What £^7?- 
tiefs in Converfation ? PFdnt would be in a 
great meafure removed, and Envy thrown 
out of Society. The Poor would not fteal 
from the Rich 5 nor the Rich ftarve the 
Foor. There would be no fuch thing as 
Fraud and Opprejfton ; no fecret Mifchiefs, 
or open Barbarities : No Sallies of Ambiti* 
on, no grafping at forbidden Greatnefs, to 
difturb the World. What Largenefs of 
Wind,' what Harmony of Humours, what 
Peace in Families and Kingdoms would 
this one Maxim produce ? Upon this Prin- 
ciple public Quarrels would be eafily recon-i 
ciled ; there would be no leading into Cap- 
tivity^ no complaining in cur Streets : Men 
might then beat their Swords into Plow* 
Jhafes^ and their Spears into Pruning-hooks^ 
Nation would not rife againjl Nation^ neither 
would they learn War any more \ but Jujiice 

would 
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would run down like Water, and Rigbteouf^ 
nefs like a mighty Stream. 
' To define a Man who is rightly honeft^ 
is to fpeak of one who looks not to what 
be might do, but what h&Jhould. Jvfiice is 
his faft Guide, and the fecond Law of his 
Aflions is Expedience. He had rather com- 
plain than offend •, and hates Offence more 
for the Indignity of it than the Danger. 
He hath but one Heart ; and that lies open 
to Sight : And were in not for Difcretion, 
he never thinks aught whereof he would 
avoid a Witnefs. All his Dealings arc 
fquare and above-board 5 he difcovcrs the 
Fault of what he would fell ; rellorcs the 
ovcr-feen Gain of a falfe Reckoning •, and 
efteems a Bribe venemous, though it comes 
gilded over with the Colour of Gratuity^ 
HisCheeks are never ftained with the Blufhes 
of Recanution ; nor does his Tongue faul- 
ter^ to make good a Lye, with the fecret 
Glofl&s of double or referved Senfes. His 
Ear is the Sanduary of his abfent Friend's 
Name, of his prefent Friend's Secret ; nei- 
ther of them can mifcarry in his Truft. His 
fair Conditions are without diffembling, and 
he loves Actions above Words*, hates Falfe^ 
hood worfe than Death ; is a faithful Cli- 
ent of Truth, and no Man's Enemy •, it is 
doubtful, whether he is more another Man's 
Friend, or his own j and, to conclude his 
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Commendation^ if there were no Heaven, 
yet would he be viriuous. 

Thas for hare I treated of Honour^ as ic 
is Honefly ; and I muft now confider it un- 
der that other Denomination. Every Prin- 
ciple that is a Motive to good Aftions 
ought to be cncotrrag'd, fince Men are of 
fo different a Make, timt the fame Princi* 
pie does not work equally upon all Minds. 
What fome Men are prompted to by C$n- 
fcience^ Duty^ or Religion^ which arc only 
different Names for the feme thing, others 
are prompted to by Honotrr. 

The Senfe of Honour is of fo fine and cte- 
ficatc a Nature, that it b only to be met 
with in Minds which are naturally nohle 5 
or in fuch as have been cultivated by great 
Examples, or' a refined Education. True 
Honour^ though it be a different Principle 
from Religion^ is that which produces the 
fame Effeds. The Lines of Adlion, though 
drawn from different Parts, terminate ia 
the fame Point : Religion embraces Virttte^ 
as it is enjoin'd by the Laws of God : Ho* 
nour^ as it is graceful and omimtntal to hu- 
man Nature. The religious Mznfearsj the 
Man of Honour /corns to do an ill Adion : 
The former confiders ^ice as fomcthing that 
is beneath him ; the other as fomcthipg that 
is offenfive to the Divme Being ; the one^ 
^s what is unbecomirtg^^ tbb other, at what 

is 
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h forbidden. Thus Seneca fpeaks in the na- 
tural and gennine Language of a Man of 
Honour, when he declares. That were there 
no God to fee or punijb Vice^ be^ would not 
commit it ; hecaufe it is of Jo mean^ Jo hafe^ 
and Jo vile a Nature. 

There are Perfons who treat this Prin- 
ciple as chunerical, and turn it into Ridi- 
cule. Men who are profeffcdly of no Ho* 
nour^ are of a more profligate and aban- 
doned Nature, than even thoft who arc 
acted by felfe Notions of it ; as there is 
.more Hopes of a Heretic ^ than of an /bbeift. 
Thefe Sons of Infemy c(»ifider Honour as 
a fine imaginary Notion, diat leads aftray 
young unexperienced Men, and draws them 
kito real Mifchicfe, whilft they arc engaged 
in the Purfuits of a Shadow. Thefe are 
generally Perfons, who, m Sbakejpear^s 
f hrafe, are worn and backne/d in the ff^ap 
of Men \ whofe Imaginations arc grown 
callous, and have loft all thofe ddicate Sen- 
timents ^ich are natural to Minds that 
are innocent and undepraved. Such old 
battered Mifcreants ridiclile every thing as 
romantic, that comes in competition with 
their prcfent Intereft ; and treat thofe Per- 
fons as Vifionaries, who dare ftand up, in 
a corrupt Age, for what has not its imme- 
diate Reward joined to it. The Talents, 
Jntereft, or Experience oi fuch Men, make 

them 
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them very often ufcful in all Parties, and 
at all Times, But whatever Wealth and 
Dignities they may arrive at, they ought 
to confider, that every one ftands as a Bloc 
in the Annals of his Country, who arrives 
at the Temple of Honour by any other Way 
than through' that of i^r/«<?. 

Honour is a Theme whofe Defcription ha$ 
employed the Pens of the greateft Poe^s ; 
but none have touched it with that Deli- 
cacy and Elegance as the ingenious Lord 
Hallifax. His Verfes fet it in fo fair and ad- 
vantageous^^ Point of Light, and give it 
that Beauty, as well as Grandeur, that they 
deferve a Place in the politeft Pages. 



:! 



Not all the Threat i^ or Favours of a Crown^ 
A Princess Whifper^ or a Tyrant^ s prown^ 
Can awe the Spirit^ or allure the Mnd 
Of him who tofiri£l Honour is inclined, 
Tho* all the Pomp and Pleafure that does wait 
On public Places , and Affairs of St ate j • 
Should fondly court him to he hafe and great 
With even Paffions and with jettled Face^ 
He would remove the Harlot^ s falfe Embrace^ 
Tho* all the Storms andTempeJts fhould arife^ 
Thai Church' Magicians in their Cells devife^ . 
And from their fettled Bafis Nations tear^ 
He would unmoved the mighty Ruin bear i 
Secure in Innocence^ contemn them ally 
Andy decently arrafd in Honour fall. 

Honour f 
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Htmour f that Spark of the Celejiial Fire^ 
^bat above Nature makes Mankind afpire^ ^ 
Enobles the rude Pajftons of our Frame : 
With mrft of Glory ^ and Deftre of Fame : 
The riebeft Treafure of a generous Breaftj 
That ghes the Stamp and Standard to tbereji. 
Wit ^Strength, andCouragi^are wild dan^rous 

Force ^ 
Unlefs this /often and direSf their Courfe. • 
Of Honour J Men at frjiy like fFomen nice^ . 
Raife maiden Scruples at unpractised Vice ; 
fbeir modejl Nature curbs the flruggUn^ 

Flame^ 
Jndftifles what they wifh to a£l with Shame : 
But^ once this Fence thrown down^ when they 

perceive 
^at they may tajie forbidden Fruity and live % 
Tbeyjiop not here their Ccurfe^ butfafely in^ . 
Grow fir ongy luxuriant y and bold in Sin : 
True to no Principles y prefs forward fiill^ 
And only tound by Appetite their IVill ; 
Now fawn and flatter while this Tide prevails^ 
Butjhift with every veering Blaft their Sails. 
On higher Springs true Men of Honour move^ 
Free is their ServicCy andunbought their Love^ 
JVben Danger calls, and Honour leads tbf 

Wayy 
With Joy they follow y and with Pride obey. 

^rtie 



d by Google 



ijS Courage atkl Ho^ovr. 

Tme Honour is, in a greiK Aiesfure, cmI* 
fined to what we, m other Words, tn^^ 
term Fortitude \ a Virtue that implies a 
Firmncfs and Strength of Mind which en- 
ables us to do and fufler as we ought. It 
puts us into a Condition to maintain our 
'ReafoHy to ftand by our beft Intereji^ and a& 
up to Decency and Conjcience. *Tis a vigor- 
ous and enterprifing Virttti \ and won*t be 
beaten off a brave Adion by any Menaces 
whatever. When the Caufii is good, For^ 
Vtude is rather animated, than difcourag'd 
by Difficulty : It riles upon an Oppofition \ 
knd when Glofy rightly ftaied, when pub- 
lic Service, and the Benefit of Mfimkkid ^ 
when thefe Colours are difplay'd ft>r Invi- 
tation, the Man of Fortitude chufes the P^Jt 
of Honour J and feeks the fatieS: Opporccm^- 
ties todiftingutfh himfelf. 

*Tis the R-operty of this Qjality, «> be 
always under the DireHion of Reafon. A 
Perfon truly braue^ never ventures at any 
thing ill or impcrflible. To be bold in an 
iftdefcnfible Enterprijse, is brutifh Impttuo- 
fity, and no Part of the Credit which be- 
longs to a Man. Courage^ without Condu& 
and Confcience^ is one of the mod pernicious 
Things in the World •, and ferves only td 
furnilii People-to do Mifchicf to themfelves 
and their Neighbours* 

la 
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In trurfi, it is no new thing to meet with 
RdbJution without Juftice, and to find 
People daring in unwarrantable Underta- 
kings. If Mens Spirits funk in Proportion 
to the Dcclcnfion of their Honcfty, if they 
could not difmifs their Confcicnce without 
parting with their Coura^e^ the Peace of 
Society would be wondertullv fecured. 

There are Men in the World who owe 
dicir Connie to Infidelity \ others to Igno^ 
ranee: So me y>^jr nothing, becaufe they be* 
lieve nothing : Others are Md^ becaufe they 
are blind. Do butfurprize their Underftand** 
ings, and you may warm their Blood, pre- 
Icribc their Motions, and bring all their 
PaflJons to your Pleafure, He that lets him- 
ielf loofe without a warrantable Motive \ he 
that ventures beyond Reafon ; and runs 
great Hazards for fmall Returns 5 has no 
jiift Pretenfions to this Virtue : A bold 
Man we call him 5 but he is far from be- 
ing a brarve one. True Courage maintains 
itfcif without foreign Affiftance ; needs no 
fanguine Complexion, or Heat of Youth, 
or Palfion ; *tis made up of more lafting. 
Principles, and furnifh*d from a better 
Fund than this amounts to : It ilibfidsupon 
Thought, and grows out of the Strength 
of the Mind. Our Refolution muft be go- 
vernM by fuch Notions of Honour as will 
endure the Touchftone, and (land the Tcft 
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of this World, and a better. Thofe who 
kindle upon a flight Provocation^ run. the 
utmoft Rifque for a lewd Cuilom, and fight 
the Quarrels of Debauchery and Pride, fall 
lamentably fhort of this Quality. To throw 
away our Courage in fuch Service, is a dif- 
mal Inftanceof Folly and Diftraclion : He 
that leaps from a Garret, or drives down a 
Precipice, may put in for a Heroe at this 
Rate. But the Seat of folid Honour is in a 
Man's own Bofom -, and no one can want. 
Support, who is in Pofleflion of an honefti 
Confcience, but who would fufFer the Re- 
proaches of it for other Greatnefs. 

There are Numbers who entertain very 
miftaken Notions of Honour i and thefe ar©, 
fuch as eftablifh any thing to themlelves 
for a Point of Honour , which is contrary 
either to the Laws of Gody or of their Coun^ 
try ; who think it more honourable to re- 
venge, tlian to forgive an Injury •, who make * 
no Scruple of telling a lye, but would put 
any Man to death who accufes them of it ; 
who are more careful to guard their Repu- 
tation by their Courage^ than by their Virtue. 
*True Fortitude is indeed fo becoming in Hu- 
man Nature, that he who wants it, fcarce 
deferves the Name of a Man : But we find 
feveral who fo much abufe this Notion, 
that they place the whole Idea of Honour 
in a kind of brutal Courage : By which 

Means 
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Means we have had many among us, who 
have called themfelves Men of Honour^ that 
would have been a Difgrace to a Gibbet. 
In a Word, the Man who facrifices any Du- 
ty of a reafonable Creature to a prevailing 
Mode or Faftiion, who looks upon any 
thing as honourable, that is difpleafing to 
his Maker J or deftruftive to Society ^ who 
thinks himfelf obliged by this Principle to 
the Praftice of fome Virtues ^ and not of 
ttbers^ is by no means to be reckoned among 
true Men of Honour. 

' All Gallantry and Fafhion^ one would 
imagine, Ihould rife out of the Religion and 
Laws of that Nation wherein they prevail : 
But, alas ! Gay Charafters and thofe which 
lead in the Pleafurc and the Inclinations of 
the fajhionable Worldy are fuch as are rea- 
dieft to praftife Crimes the moll abhorrent 
to Nature, and contradiftory to our Faith. 
A Cbriftian and a Gentleman, are made in- 
tonfiftent Appellations of the fame Perfon : 
You are not to expcft eternal Life, if you 
do not forgive Injuries ; and your mortal 
Life is uncomfortable, if you are not 
ready to commit a Mufdcr, in Refentment 
for an Affront : For good Sen/e^ as Well as 
Reiigmiy is fo utterly banifli'd the World, 
that Men glory in their very Paffions, and 
Purfue Trifles with the utmofl: Vengeance: 
00 litriedo they know that'to forgive is the 
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moil arduous Pitch human Nature can a^> 
rive at. 

When Hofwur is a Support to virtums 
Principles, and runs parallel with thtluiws 
of God and our Coumryy it cannot be too 
much cherifliM and encouraged : But when 
the Di£btes of Honour are contrary to thoie 
of Religion and Equity^ they are the greatsii 
Depravations of Human Nature^ by pvii^ 
wrong, ambitious^ and &Ife Idm oTwhai: 
is good and laudable ; and fhodd theire&op 
be exploded by all Govenuiaent3» and 4tir 
ven wt> as the Bane and Pia^poe of buman 
Society. 

I cannot difmlfi thb S^bjed: oi falfe 
Honour imd miftaken Ctmra^c^ which hii$ 
pu(hM too many Men on Duelling and 
Murder, without fonie Notice taken of that 
criminal, but prevailing Cuftom. It is 
pity but the Punifhment of fuch mi&hie* 
vous Notions (bould have in it ibme par- 
jticular Circumftance of Shame and Inf^ 
my, that thofe who are Slaves to them, 
may fee, that inftead of advandt^ their 
Reputations^ they lead them to Igm>miny and 
Dij^onour^ Deaib is not fijfficient to deter 
Men, who make it their Glory to defpife 
it : But if eveiy one that fought a Jhifl^ 
were to iimd in the PUhry^ it would 
quickly leflfen the Number of thdt inw^i- 
nary Men of Honour^ and put an End 

to 
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to fo abfurd a Pra£lice ; to a Cuftora wbkh 
has prevailed only among fuch as bad a 
Nkety in tbeir Ser^ of Honeur ; for it 
-has often happen'd^ that a Dud has been 
feught, to fave Af^earance co the Worlds 
nkok hf>th Parties have been^ ift their 
Hearts, in Amity aod Recoficiliation to 
each other. 

: ltisaQ£MriDU&PaaIt»thatFa0iiQiiii0i)Id 
fvesrait in Cootempt ^ali XaaK5,Divine and 
iJMdan ; afidtfaatit fhoukl beeomeaCuftom 
IbrGentkiiieft, vpon flight and tovial Pro- 
Tocattons, ta nirite eidi oiib^ m» the 
Padd : Them by ihdrown Haada, aod ^ 
-dieir oim Autkfinty« to decide their Coor 
tmyfCT^e^hf Combai ; when thefeby, in De- 
-ijnte of aU the Pveoq^ts of Religion, and 
the Riaks of rig(ht Realbn, ^ gi^teft A& 
^aHiimaaliifindy Farghmefs^f kijuries^ 
« lieqMK vife aod Jhamefol *» when ther&- 
ieiy, ti^ Roles of good Society and virtu^ 
4MIS Ccmrerlatkin ace ioverted and bro- 
-kca ; viien thereby ^ Looft, the Vaia 
and the Impident in&it ^ Careful, the 
Bifcrecr,. and iht Modieft ; when aU Virtue 
18 isxga^wi&Mi^ and all Vice fupported, in the 
one Ad of \xxa^ eapabfe 10 d^ei to the 
Death, ityoem to be wiih'd that all Men 
of Senfe woald think k wcrdi their whih^ 
aO' reflcaft tipoa ^ I%»it^ of C^ftK^f ^1^ 
-m$s : U VQoid p^SblyjealaEi^e their Soul$ 
■. . ^ into 
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into fuch a Contempt of what Fafliion and 
Prejudice have made honourable, that theif 
Duty, Inclination, and Honour, would 
tend the fame Way, and make all their 
Lives an uniforni Aft of Religion and Fir^ 
tue. How (hall the Man who Ihall die 
by the Sword of Pride and Wrath, and in 
Contention with his Brother, appear be* 
fore him, at whofe Prefencc Nature Ihall 
be in an Agony, and the great and glo- 
rious Bodies of Light be obfcured ; when 
the Sun (hall be darkened, the Moon tum'd 
Into Bk)od, and all the Powers of Heaven 
Ihaken ; when the Heavens them&lvss fhall 
pafs away with a great Noifc, and the Ele- 
ments diffolve with fervent Heat ; when 
the Earth alfb, and all the Works that arc 
therein, ihall be burnt up ? What may juftly 
damp in our Minds the diabolical Madnels^ 
which prompts us to decide our petty Antr 
mofities by the Hazard of Eternity^ k. 
That in that one Act, the Criminal does 
not only highly offend, but forces him- 
felf into the Prefence of his Judge : That 
is certainly his Cafe who dies in a DueL 
I cannot but repeat it : He that dies in 
a Duel knowingly offends God ; and in 
that very Adion, ruflies into his oflfcnded 
Prefence. Is it poflible for the Heart of 
Man to conceive a more terrible Image, than 
that of a departed Spirit ia this Coa- 

dition ? 
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^itton^ Could we but fuppofc it has juft 
left the Body, and ftruclc with the terri- 
ble Refleftion, that to avoid .the Laughter 
of Fools, And being the By- word of Idiots, 
it has now precipitated itfclf into the Den 
(^ Demonsy and the Howlings of eternal 
Defpair^ how willingly now would it fuf- 
fer the Imputation of Fear and Cowardile, 
to lKive,c^e Momcpt left not to tremble in 
vain. 

The Concern of declining the Infamy of 
Fear, of being, Iwanded with Cowardife in 
the Eye of ttie World, and the Regard to 
the Prefervacion of a Charaflier of Bravery, 
bas urged Men on to this Ad of impi- 
ous Temerity. Duelling is the Triumph 
of the Falbion, and the Thing in which ic 
has exercifed its greateft Tyranny : This 
Guftom does not give the Coward the Li- 
berty to live, and leads him out to be killed 
by a Man of more Bravery than himfelf, 
and makes him fall undiftinguiflied from the 
Man of Courage: It has entailed Honour 
and Renown on an-Aftion full of Folly and 
Extravagance •, has obtained Reputation by 
the Prcfence of Kings ; and fometimes has 
had a Sort of Religion to countenance its 
Practice : It decided the Innocence of Men ; 
and whether Accufations in capital Crimes 
were true or falfe ; It was fo deeply rooted 
in the Opinion of the World, and got fuch 
H * an 
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an entir^ PofTeflion of the Minds of Men, 
that it has been one of the moft glorious 
Actions of the Life of a potent Monarch 
to cure them of this Folly. Cuftom has 
made it a Maxim, that we mud defend 
what we call our Honour: For to fuffer un- 
der the Imputation of Cowardife^ is worfe 
than being buried alive. 

But may it not be replyM to thofe ad- 
venturous Heroes, What if it was the Cuftom 
to //// your Heads againft a Poll for a Mor- 
ning's Exercife ; would you venture the 
Beating out your Brains, rather than be un- 
fa(hionab!e? What if it was the Cuftom for 
People of Condition to betray a Truft ; to 
forfvvear a Debt; or forge a Conveyance-, 
would you follow the Precedent, or forfeit 
their good Opinion ? 

As much a Cuftom as we would make 
Duellings *tis not improved into Common 
Law ? Therefore if Men of Honour are too 
great to be governed by the Law, they 
fhould be fo modeft, as not to plead it for 
their Advantage. The Notion oi Honour is 
certainly to be taken from the Laws and Go- 
vernment, and not from any private Set of 
People, how valuable foever in other Re- 
fpcfts. Duellings therefore fliould be a very 
difhonourable Pradice: for when you have 
given the beft Proof of your Sufficiency, 
and kiird your Man, you are feiz'd into the 
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Hands of Juftice, treated like Aflkflins, and 
condemned to die with Circumftances of Ig- 
nominy. You are not indifted for acquit- 
ing yourfclves like Gentlemen ; but tor 
dilturbing the public Peace, and murder- 
ing the King's Subjecls. Now, the Law 
never loads a Man with Reproaches, nor 
punifhcs him' thus coarfely, for doing a 
haridfome Adlion. To be plain, your com- 
mon Fighters are a Tribe of Murderers by 
Princi^Uy which is fomething worfe than 
Malice propenfe \ becaufe 'cis ready upon all 
Occafions, and often afts without any Pro- 
vocation, except the Vanity of complying 
with a bairbarous Cuftom. As if it was as 
indifferent a Thing to cut. a Man's Throat, 
or let it alone, as to wear a broad or nar- 
row-brim*d Hat; and that thele little Con- 
cerns of Blood ought to be perfectly governed 
by the Fafhion : And when the Barbarity is 
commuted, you have the Affurance to 
maintain it, and to argue . for the Murder 
againft Law and Gofpel. 

To have our Swords ready to execute 
the Orders cX every paultry Paffion, to 
put Murder into our Creed, and cut 
Throats upon profefsM Principles, is a 
tragical Bufinefs. Befides that, it is renoun- 
cing the public Senfe in Matters of the 
higlieft Importance : It is counting that %^ 
tioble Atchievement, which the Laws pu- 
H 2 mlh 
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inUh AS a capita) OjS^i^. .Now to fet ly 
a Notion of HpQQur^ainn: the iGc^crn- 
.menti ^ith fuch^ircumftanccs as thcfe, i$ 
of very dangerous Cpnfeq^uence, '.Tis fudi 
.an Affront to thciConftitutioq, fuchadc- 
^ liberate Contempt, fuch an open Defiance 
.of Authority, as nothing can be more. Jt 
: maizes . the ;Laws cheap ,an4 ndiqulous ; the 
Sc^ernnities ofjuftice of Piece a F^eantry; 
thQ Bench a few Reverend Puppets or Sca- 
ramouches in Scarlet: And thus. by ea^- 
fing tl>e AdminKlmtipij, the very Founda- 
tions of P;eace and Property are Ihakcn aivl 
fapped. The Metljods pf kilJiqg^ and that 
: of Highway-Men, are alike/^r in the Eye 
of Jufticc, and the fame Rewards are affign- 
ed to both. Princes ought to xefent the 
Breach of their Law?, and the IjoTs of their 
Subjcds, alittle-more heartily 5 tbqjr,flaould 
not encourage a Praftice which infuks, their 
Authority, . ridicules their Minifters, and 
keeps up a Spirit of Barbarity throughout 
the Nation. 

WhaD an infufferable Pride muft it be 
for private Men to,ere£^ a.Magiftracy of 
tbeir own j to judge ^nd <icecute in Matters 
of Life ai^d- Death, and to bfi^g ^d . drayi 
within thcmfclves. If: the Subje^s may let 
the Laws afide with fo little Ceremony, 
.^ and make fuppJimemal Provifions at Dif- 
cretion, the Significancy of Government 

wiU 
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Will be onintrfUgiBk*. IF Auth(>rity may be? 
ffighted in an lirftbtwic of 1?> high a Natore;' 
^y not in anf Hflhdttd ? And* wiicn the* 
Fences' are broken down. Impiety will flow 
in like a Torrent. 

If dl» Subjeasr fliould ttikd lh« feme Li- 
berty as thefe dangero«s'Di^///l^/> weihould> 
have wild Work? if the under Sort of Peo- 
ple fhottld take the Hint, and praflife up- 
dn it in the Ihftance of Property? What 
thefe daring Advocates for Vengeance al- 
ledge in their Juftification v^ that par- 
^ular Satisfe€liOn for every Affitmr in- 
CSonVerfation, cannot be awaited hfftaUJ^ 
Eaws: The Gircumflrancels are lo^ jnahy tc^ 
be brou^c within a Rule; the Giving the 
Lyt or* ariy fuch Ihdignitiesf, will not allow* 
dfarCdmpkihtto^aMagiftralb, erjoridicai^ 
Profecution; and fince the Gfttrerrtrtientf 
h dfefe^i^^e'liv confidh-ittg Ite iR;^ 
Hbildor, thfey thiilk themifelVes prtViIegec* 
tb be then* own Carvers ? Thefe at b?ft are 
But Pleasof Pride and Miftake \ the Affronts 
which- the Laws take no^ Cognizance of, 
itt behfeath euf €)fefcrvation i^ and fueh In- 
dignities are to- be an(Wdred wiiH Con- 
tempt, and^ not Revenge. F6r unaiithorizcd 
Reparations, where the Injury is either 
overlooked by the Law, or the Injured has 
ho pubRc Warrant for Reprifals, • are by 
Ho- Means defcnftWe or eonvenient., PrU 
H 3 vat€ 
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t«/<? Revenge is moft dangerous to Society,, 
lyere every Man his owji Magiftrate, and 
trufted with the Power of punifhing, there- 
would be ftrange Confufion in a (hort Time, 
and the World ht ruin*d by doing Juftice. 

If Ignorance and lUrnature might con- 
4err)n and ^ execute at Difcretion, if Spleen 
and Pride might play without Controul, 
and Refentment make a Sally upon every 
Pretence, the four Winds might better be 
Jet loofe uppn us, than all the Paflipns of 
fuch a Liberty. Befides that Heat and Im- 
patience are very ill Diredtors; whep the 
Mind i$ thus, clouded with Paflion, *tisodd} 
but that a Man mifles his Way : When 
Violence hurries on too faft, and Caution 
does not keep pace with Revenge^ Pcc^lc 
generally do themfelves qiprp Hur{: t^r 
the Enemy. ■ . : : 

Our wearing a Swprd, giyesiis no Power 
of perfonal Satisfadion ; nor are we to take 
a greater Freedom with the Government 
than the Vulgar : Our Qaality cannot be 
our Excufe, or bear us out, in the ufurp*d 
Privilege : Quite contrary a Gentleman is. 
fuppofed to be better acqqajiyed with Laws, 
than a Peafant v therefore his breaking of 
them muft be a greater Fault ; becaufe it 
implies more of Contempt in the Adlion* 
Befides, ^ where the Example is of worfc 
ConfeqHence, the Care to check it fliould 

be 
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be the greater. The Inflluence of Men of 
Figure is confiderable -, when they are at 
the Head of an ill Cuftom, they have pre- 
fently a Train to attend them. The Infec- 
tion (preads like Lightning -, and *cis a Cre- 
dit to live counter to Reafon and Regulari- 
ty. Nor is it an Allegation of any Weight, 
to fay, that the Cuftom of Duels puts Gen- 
tlemen upon their good Behaviour ; or tkac 
•tis a Check upon Converfation, and makes 
it more inoffenfive than it would be other- 
wife : For though Mifunderftandings will 
happen fometimesin Company, yet the 
Diforders of Converfation may be prevent- 
e3 without fuch a dangerous Expedient: 
For not to mention Religion^ a moderate 
Share of Prudence and Behaviour will do the 
Bufinefs. 

, There is another fpecious Defence for 
Duelling^' which is, that the Cuftom has pre- 
Tail'd for feveral Ages: But let us re- 
member an Obj.^Aion to this, that there is 
fcarcely any Extravagance fo.fingular, as 
to want a Precedent; hv^, Cuftom^ with- 
out Reafon, is no better than ancient 
Error. If we look back to the Old Ro^ 
mans J who were as brave as any People can 
pretend to be, we (hall meet with no In- 
ftanccs of thefe private Deciftons. Indeed, 
there was a fort of t)uelling amon^ them, 
as that of the Jioratii and Curatii v of 
H 4 Manlius 



d by Google 



If! Courage and H6n6ur. 

Manlius ^orquatujj mdtht Gaul' thit cM- 
lenged the Army. But then theit Was a 
Difference in the Perfons and Occafioris. 
Thefe VuMfts were Enemibs, Subjefts of 
different Princes, and a fort of fighting Re- 
prefentatives, chofen to decide the Contro- 
verfy of the Field. At leafl:, the Conteft' 
was allowed by public Authority, and un- 
dertaken upon the Score of their Countiy. . 
But as for one Subje6l*s cutting anothePis 
Throat about private Difputes, they Were 
perfeft Strangers to thefe Methods of Ju- 
ftice. And when Mark Antbony^ after thti 
Battle of JffitnHj challenged JiigiiJhrSy hfe^ 
took no further Notice of the Inftilr, thafir 
fending back this Anfwtr, fthdt jf Antho^- 
riy was weary of his Ufe^ there wet^e othei^ 
IVays of I>i/patch. hejide JFigbting }>iffs\ dw 
for bis Part bejhould hot irouhk Bmfilft&hL 
bis ExetuH^ne'^., , 

There is a fiirtHer Varnifh inay be pirf' 
on this cxecrarble Cufiom^ that it is fine to* 
feem above the Imprcffions of Fear, and 
to fl^lh in fhfe Face of Dangier. Indeed 
Fortitude ^ is a' very valuable Quality: But 
then, a^ I have already obferved; it muff 
be under the Coriduft of Prudence and Ju^ 
fiice: Without this Affiftarice, the bdft Event 
will prove ruinous, and the Viftory itfclf 
ar Defeat. 

Tq 
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To be cafily penetrated' by art fnjuryv i^ 
a Sign we wane either Rcafon to guari^ or 
Strengfli to enitare the Blow ; whereas /br- 
Htttde and Greatnefs of Mind y makes a Mait 
almoft invulnerable, fences off the Stroke, 
turns the Edge of an Affront^ and ftupifies 
AeParin. They are generally CiiWr^Tr, 5/Vyt, 
and Unfortunate People, that are mo^toncbj; 
imf r^eniing\ rind who wouFd be fond of 
k ifl-dcrcended a^^%.? Befides, thofe 
who arc nice and e^ceptiouSj are foon throwir 
oflF their Temper-/ thofe who can bear, and 
pardon ndthing,- lie mrghtrly expofed; 
Their Satisfaifl;iort requires fuch anr entire 
Otfeqtiknrjhe/} of Men and Things, fhat^ k is- 
htipoflible to laffi.Iong: A Word, a Look 
mi/managed ot imfanderftood^ is enough ta 
d^xxiccrt them. They make no Allowance 
for the liS^ak^j, of Ignorance^ the Freedoms 
of PriBnijkpy or* the Rudenefs of Paffion : 
Bttt ftHy oat imtrtedJately, without diftin^ 
guifhing trpoff Circiimftance, or Intention, 
as if every Slip was unpardonable, and all 
the ^eafon- of Mankind was obliged to be 
upon Doty, t^ ^cdSc their Humour, and 
gratify then- PHd^. • 

In ar Word tfterfe is much more Ho- 
nour in contemning Injuries^ and paffing thenl 
by, ^than ii^ deciding the Controverfy by 
the Swordy or hunriouring a Spleen and Vein 
of Revenger ¥<k*Vindi£tivenefy is *an unr-i 
H 5 crc- 
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creditable Quality, argues a little Mind, 
and a VefeSi of Generofity and Good Na-v 
ture. Revenge^ when improved into Habtt 
and Inclination^ is the Temper of a Tyrant: 
'Tis a ftrong Compofition of Pride and 
Cruelty, impatient of the lead Provoca-j 
tion, and unconcerned at the Mifchief of a 
Return. 

How much nobler is it, to falliatey than. 
aggravate \ to pardon^ than refent? God 
Nature will teach us to Jlifle our Refcnt- 
ments, to diffemble the Eain, and fmotber 
the Injury, rather than let them break out 
to the Difturbance of another: A generous 
Per/on will pity that in another, which he 
will by no means pardon in himfelf. Good 
Nature is willing to make Excufes, and 
interpret Things to the beft Senfe; and 
always drives the Reafons of Clemency as 
far as they will go : It confiijers, thac Jgno*, 
ranee is often at the Head of a FauU; that 
Generofity never goes to the Rigour of Mat- 
ters, nor delights in giving Pain and Pu- 
nijhment r is willing to overlook and pity 
the uneven Starts, and Milperformances of 
Life and Converfation\ backward to ex- 
poftulate and complain, to expofe Defeds, 
©r demand Reparations. 

A favage and inhofpitaile Bifpofition^h 
the moft unbeloved Quality) we Ihould en- 
deavour iofweeten our Humours^ and keep 
. ' * ^^ the 



d by Google 



Courage tf»^ Honour, iff 
the Ferment down. I confefs, the World 
affords Provocations enough, and fome Men 
deferve to be mortified ; but we may fee, 
the Remedy is worfe than the Difeafe. We 
fliould therefore arm ourfelvcs with Think- 
ing, and keep Reafon upon the Guard : Wc 
Ihould always look Out for the Beft Con- 
ftrudkions, Vilh every Body well, pity Ig- 
norance^ and defpifc ill Ufage. In a Word, 
true Honour is always lodged with Jujtice 
and Humanity \ and Courage muft be blend* 
ed with Fortitude^ .and have more in it than 
Force and Darings to make k valuable. 
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AFFECTATION. 

AS bad as tht World i», we mty BnSi 
by a ftria Qto&rvauofi upon P^n^ 
and ^i?, that if Men appczvtd no worfe th«i 
they really are^ 4iii?rc would be rmeh kf* 
Work for Reformation than there is, as they 
order the Matter. For they have generally 
taken up a kind of inverted jimbiliottj and 
affe^ even Faults and Imperfedtions of 
which they are innocent. 

Mr. Locke has defined AffeSation to be 
an auk ward and foicti" ImUetion of what 
fhould be genuine ^d eafy, *vranting the 
Beauty that accompanies wha( is natural^ 
becaufe there is always a Difagreement be- 
tween the outward Adtioii and the Mind 
ivitbifi. ' - 

Nature does nothing in vain ; the Crea- 
tor of the Univerfe has appointed every 
Thing to a certain Ufe and I'urpofe, and 
determined it to a fettled Courfe a«d Sphere 
of* AAion, from'T^hifh if it br the leaft de- 
viate, it becomes unfit to anfwer thofe 

Ends 
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^nd> for Wfiicli ttv^ dtfigrt<Jd. It is, I 
tliirik, Jjfefty gkitt^ that ihdft of the Ai^ 
Jftif^ and RiMcuii iWe nieet w^h irt thcT 
World, is gerWtaH^ owiftg to thcf Jtfjpcfti- 
rietit AffeRdtlm of tttCrelling Jn Charaftcrt 
Mtfn art riot fit fon and for which Natufcr 
n^ycr defigned them. Plains sttid tough fia* 
tttfe^ leR tor Jtfdf, is mocfr better thart an 
dftijfieidl tfffgf'AcefuMfs^ arid fthdied Way* 
of being ill-faOlibrted. The fVant of an 
Accomplifhmcnt, 6t fome Etefcd, m buf 
Behfarioui' cditring Aort ef the utmofl: 
Gricefiilnefs, often efcapes ObTervation and 
Ceiifure : But AfftBaiw% in arty Part of 
6ur' Cafridge, is lighting up a Candle ttf 
6ttr Defcft^, and never fells to make Mt 
be taken notice 6f, either as wanting Sciife, 
or wanting Sincerity. 

It is one Part and Symptortj 6f Affeffa-^ 
fimi^ when a Man woiild outwardly pnt oft 
a Difpofition of Mind, which theti ht 
Ideally has not, but endeavours, by a forcedE 
Carriage, to make a Shew of; yet fb, that 
the Conftraint he is under difcOvers rtfclf r 
Thus a Man aff5*fts fometlmes to appear 
JM^ mtrty^ or hnd^ whert in Truth he M 
Aot fo. Another Indicattort is, when Mdn 
tfc^ not endeavour it make Sheta of Difpo-» 
fltiohs of Mind which thev hteve not^ but ttf 
tttprefs thbfe they hctoe by a Carriage not- 
faiftd td them. And ftich in Cbnverfationf 

arc 
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are all conftrainM Motions, Aftions, Words, 
or Looks, which, though defignM to fhew 
cither their Re/pe£l or Civilly to the Com- 
pany, or their Satisfadlion andEafmefs in it, 
are not yet natural nor genuine Marks of 
the one, or the other, but rather offomc 
De/e£t or Mijiake within* 

jiffeSation^ indeed, is a Difcafc whkh 
breaks out upon us In various Kinds: It 
fometimes fhewa itfclf in our Cloatbs and 
Habit ^ fometimes in our Features and MUn 
of the Face, often in our jicliom and De- 
portment of the Body, and too frequendy 
in our IVords and Converfation. Each Spe* 
cies of it fubjedls a Man to a Proportion of 
Ridicule ; but the Stiffnefs and affedted Pe? 
dintry of Exprejfton makes him moft the 
Objedt of Contempt. 

There are many Men, and fbme of great 
Senfe too, that lofe both the Profit and the 
Reputation of good ThougbtSy by the un- 
couth Manner of exprcfling them. They 
love to talk in Myjlery^ and take it for a 
Mark of Wifdom not to be underftood. 
They are fo fond of making themfelvcs 
public, that they will rather be ridiculous^ 
than not taken notice of. When the Mind 
grows fqueamifli, and comes to a loathing 
of Things that are common^ as if they were 
Jbrdidy that Sickne/s betrays itfelf in our Way • 
of fpeaking too : For we muft have ne^ 

IVoris^ 
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B^crds^ new ComfttfiUons % and it pdfles for 
an Ornament^ to borrow from the other 
Tongues, where we may be better furnilh*4 
in our own. 

. An jdffeSlation in Writing is equally nau- 
feous as in Exprejfton \ in Matters of Com" 
pfuion^ wc Q^\d write^ as we would j§)fta/t, 
with Eafe aiKl Freedoni ; if we put our 
Thoughts it\ good Senfe, the Matter of 
Ornament we may kave to iht Orators. 
Tet where we can be eloquent ^ fays Senec a» 
tpitbout more Pains than the Things worthy 
let us ufe our Faculty provided that we value 
our/elves upon the Matter^ more than upon 
the Words f and apply purfehes rather to the 
Underjlanding^ than the Fancy : For as for 
sjieeming any Man purely upon the Score of 
his Rhetoric (continues the Philofoper) / 
would as fogn choofe a Pilot for a good Head 
if Hair. 

But to Ipeak more immediately of our 
Actions and Behaviour : Every Man has one 
or more Qualities, which may make him 
ufcfiil both to himfclf and others: Nature 
never fails of pointing them out ; and while 
the Infant continues under her Guardianjhipj 
ihc tarings him on in his Way, and then 
oifFers herfcif for a Guide in what remains of 
the Journey : If he proceeds in that Courfe, 
]jke,can hardly mifcarry : Nature makes good 
her Engagements', for as fhe never pro- 

mifcs 
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mifeS whit fhe is ft« ^hh ta prtrform, fcr 
tke ite^cff foJb of p^rftH^klg whrft flic prd- 
ifaUes; Bwt th^ Misfortfirte is. Men ii^pift 
what they may be Matters of, ^nd aflfeft* 
what they are not fk for: Thfey reckon them* 
fclvei ahtJidy poffefled of what their GentM^ 
iiWBncd tktrti tb, and ft^bend all rheir Atie 
bilfcn td eitcelki What k^m ef fhdr fte^chr 
ThW they deftroy ffee ^^fhefr tiaturcd 
TdlentSy in the ftme Mariner as dtnkhus Men 
d6 theii* 'Siuiet and iJ^^j^ •, they can cftjoy 
no Sarirfo^ion in What thejf hctoe^ becaufer 
of the abfurd fnclf nation they aW {xJflfcffed 
Witfi^ for what they hroe ndf. ■ ' 

The gr^^ Misfortiine of ^ft Affe^A^ 
dn^ isj that Men mttlnlfkfi a good Qsa-' 
lityi but alfd controB a bird one ^ they noC 
dnly arc «w^/ fOr what they Were defigned, 
btft they alSgn themfehres to wliat they are 
unfit for-, and inftead of makmga vtrj^i 
'Bgute one Way, make a very ridmdotn one 
toother. It is to AffeBaHori the World 
owes ks whrfe Kace of Coxcombs : Nzlture 
in her whole Drama never drew fuch a? 
Part t She ha^ fometinacs made a fhl 5 buf 
zCoxcombh always of a Mantis own making, 
by applying his Talents otherwife than- Na- 
ture defigned ; who ever beari an high Rc-^ 
fetttmeflt for being put out of her Comic, 
and never faHs of taking her Rcrcnge ont 
thofetfiat do- fo. . ^ — 

If 
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If Mth vhiid bd' c<Mitent to graft up<»i^ 
Nafur^^ arict aflift her Operations, whftt- 
mighty EfRfts irii^t we expeft? Fdr^ 
wbcreVer Nature deflghs a Produftion, fhe 
dways^difpdfes Seed proper for it ; which* 
arc ^ abfolutdy neccf&ry to the Formaiiott 
of any moral of iriteHedual' Excellence, as* 
Aey are to tHfe 5<Sj^ aftd GrinvTh of a I*lanf. 
But oppofing her Tetidency in the A^SpHca-- 
ttbif of a Man's Parts, h&s the fame Succefih 
as declihirtg from her Gourfe in the Pro- 
duaiorf tf Vegetables: By the Affiftance* 
iif'j^t,' and ah hot Bed^ \*e mpfy pbf^ff 
extort an unwilliHg i%«f^, •br'aH untimdy* 
Sallad \ but how weak, how taftelefs and 
infipid ! All AffeHations^ which endeavour 
to correfl: natural Defeats, and have always 
the laudable Aim of pleaftng^ yet always 
mifs it ; and the more they labour to puc 
on Gra€efulneJtytjXtf&^h(!tx\K:p2Lrt from it. 
He that will eiamine wheitiii Jhat GracefuU 
iiefs lies, which always pleafes, will find it 
arifes from that natural Coherence which 
appears between the Thing done, and fuch 
a Temper of Mirtd^ as Cannot but be ap- 
proved of as fuitablc to the Occafion. 

In a Word, could the World be reformed 
to the Obedience of that famed Diftate, foU 
Im Nature^ which the Oracle of Belpbos 
pronounced to Cicero^ when he confulted 
wmt Coit^fe ofStudtts he fhould purfue, we 

ihould 
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fhould fee almoft every Man as eminent in 
his proper Sphere^ asT^/Zywasin his j and 
fliould, in a very ihort Time, find Imperii- 
nenci and Affectation banifliM from the Wo- 
men^ and Coxcombs and falfeCharafters from 
among the Men. Imitation of others, with- 
out difcerning what is graceful in them, 
or what is peculiar to their Charafters^ of- 
ten makes a great Part of our Fauks. But 
Affe£Iationy of all Kinds, whencefoever it 
proceeds, is always ofFenfive % becaufe we. 
naturally hate whatever is counterfeit, and 
condemn thofe who have nothing better to 
recommend themfelvcs by* 



IDLENESS. 
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SO true to Induftryj and fo zealous for 
Employment^ have wife Men been in all 
Ages, that they have looked upon IcUenefs 
and InaSlivityy as Critncs.of a heinous Na-' 
^rc. I remcmbe?? it is a Refledllon of Old 
Hefiod: ■ \ 

^^9 X91^>)V€a*^i XoOli^Oi CAXCXo; Of/tA91Vy 



c'l 



E(r4ovI 
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?i&^/ Jt?/i^ God and Men are angry at him that 
lives unaShey like Drones in an Hive^ that 
devour the Fruit of the Bees Labour. 

Idlene/s Is of fo general a Difteniper. that 
a copious Treatife on this Subjcdt could not, 
but be of univerfal Ufe. There is hardly 
any one Perfon without fome Allay of it ; 
V^d thoufands fpcnd more Time in an idle 
Uncertainty J which to begin firft of two 

Affairs^ 
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Affairs, than would have been fufficicnt to 
have ended them both. The Occafion of 
this fecms to be the ff^a/ti of fomc necella^ 
ry Employment to put thc^ Spirits in Motion, 
and awaken them out of their Lethargy. 
Were one's Time a Iktie ftreigh»ied hyBu^ 
fmefs^ like Water ertclofed in it* Banks, it 
would have fome determined Courfe 5 but 
unlefs it be put into fome Channel, it has 
rid Current, but it becomes a Deluge, withi* 
dut either tffe or Mt^ion. 

It has B^en dbferved- by Writers of Mcra-^ 
lUyt that itt' order lib' quicken Human In^- 
dufify^ K'ovidtneetes-fo^ contrived it, that* 
our daily Food is not to be procured withou(^ 
mych P^ins and. Labour. The Chafe of 
Birds^ and Btafts^^ the feVfera! Ai*t^ of Bfimg^ 
widi al> tite dif^reht Riridi'bf A^icuhure^ 
are n^ttSstf Sctttts of Bufinefi, ailtf ^c 
Employment to the greatrft Part of Imn- 
kind. .If we look into the brute Creation^ 
We find all its Individuals enga:gcd in » 
fainftd and lahorious Way of Life, to pro- 
cure a necejfaty Sieb/ijhmce for themfclvcs, or 
thqfe that grow up ynder thejn. The Prc- 
ffcrvktion of their Beir^ is^ the^whble Bufiiiefi^ 
of it. An icRe Mb is therefore a Kind' of 
Monfter in the Creation. All Nature is 
hujy about htm 5 every Animal he fees re-" 
proaches him. tetilicha Marr, who licr 
i$ a BKfttvTtvt^ d^^fPei^f ayon AeSpeciwr^ 

and 
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ami -contributes nothii^ cither Co the Ricba 
\of the Commonmealtby or to the Mainfc- 
.oance of himfdfand Familjj, conficjer tb^t 
* Inftind: with which Providence has cndowe4 
. the ^/, and by whichis exhibited an Ex^m- 
^ple of Indujiry to rational Creatures. 

'Notwichftandin^ we are, obliged by Ihity 
rto.keep purfclves m cpnftant Emip%^ after 
;dje faipe Manwr as inferior Animals a^c 
.prompted to it by Injiinil^ we fall vciiy 
fliortof them in this Particular. We are 
here the more inexcuiabfc, becayfe. there is 
a greater Variety^ Bufinefs to which, we 
may apply ourfclves. ReAfon opens to i)l 
a laige JF ieW of Afl^irs, which other Crea- 
tures are not capable of: Beajls sf Prey^ 
and I believe of all other Xjnds, in their 
natural State of .Being, divide their Time 
. between 4^iqn AnAk^^ They tjt always 
atworJ^, orafleep. In (horc, their waking 
.Hours, are wholly taken up in feeking aft^r 
Food, or in confuming it. The bum^in 
Species only, to. the great Reproach of our 
Natures, are filled with Complaint that the 
Day bangs bea^uy on them 5 that they do 
BOt know wbat't(i do widh djemiclves.; tbisit 
: they^are at a I^ofs how to pafs away their 
Time \ with many of the like ftiamefgl 
Murmurs, which we often find in the Mouths 
ef thofe who are ftiled rational Beings. How 
monftrous aj:e fuch Expr^flions amongft 
. ** Creatures 
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'Creatures who ha«^e the Labours of thcM«i, 
as well as thofc of the Body^ to furnifh them 
with proper Employments. ; who, bcfides 
the Bufmefs of their proper Callings and Pro- 
fejfions^ can apply themfelves to the Duties 
of Religion J to Meditation^ to the reading of 
ufeful Books, to Difcourji: In a Word, who 
may exercife themfelves in the unbounded 
Purfuits of Knowledge and Virtue^ and every 
Hour of their Lives make themfelves wifcr 
or better than they were before. 

The irregular Starts of vicious Appetites, 
are in Time deftroyed by the Gratification 
• of them •, but a w^iU ordered Life oiSlofby 
' receives daily Strength from its Continuance. 
/ went (fays Solomon) by the Field of the 
SlothfuU and the Vineyard of the Man void 
pf Underftanding ; and lo ! it was allgro^^ 
over with TTborns^ and Nettles had covered tU 
Face thereof \^nd the StoneJValls thereof were 
broken down. To raife the Image of this 
Perfon, the fame Author adds, The pf; 
ful Man bidetb bis Hand in his Bofom^ aniii 
grieveth him to bring it again to his Mouth. 
If there were no future Account expeftcd 
^of fpending our Time ^ the immediate Incon- 
venience that attends a Life ofldlenefs, ftouM 
of itfelf be Perfwafion enough to the Men 
of Scnfe to avoid it. 

I believe I may fay, there is more Toilf 
Fatigue, and Uneafinefs in Slcth^ than cin 
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be found in any Employment' n Man will 
put himfclf upon. When a thoughtful Man 
is once fix'd this Way, Spleen is the ncccflk- 
ry Confequence. This direfts him inftant- 
ly to the Contemplation of his Healthy or 
Circumftances^ which muft ever be found 
extremely bad upon thefe melancholy En- 
quiries. If he has any common Bujlnefs upon 
his Hands^ numberlefsObjeftionsariie, that 
make the Difpatch of it impoflible ; and 
he cries out with Solomon^ There is a Lion 
in the Way^ a Lion in the Streets^ that is, 
there is fome Difficulty or other, which, to 
his Imagination, is as invincible as a Lion 
really would be; 

If we would but take the Pains to con- 
fider the Confequences of Idlenefs^ and to 
how many Inconveniences we are fubgeft, 
by an habitual Inaftiviiy^ our Reafon would 
prompt us to fly from Danger, and take 
Shelter under Exereife and Emjdoyment: The 
Man that wallows in the Bed of Idlenefs^ is 
fit to invite Temptation : The indujlrious 
Man hath not fo much Leifure to fin : The 
Idle hath neither Leifure not* Power to avoid 
it. Exercife h not more wholfome for the 
Body, than for the Soul ; the Remiffion 
whereof breeds Matter of Difeafe in both. 
The Water that hath been heated, fconeft 
freezeth, the moft aftive Spirit fooncft tireth 
with Slacking: The Earth (lands ftill, and 

is 
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^isallDitgs; tbeHeavcRjs €ver move, and 
fivt ppre. We have pp R^afon to complain 
.of t^c Abfyrdity of Wofk/t ,^He tmiofA^im 
is anfwered by the Benefit} if we y^ Ufs^ 
•wcftiouldy?^^^ more. Sfitan^ like an idle 
C$9$pamny if he find us bufy, files backand 
iees it no Tio^ to ^n|ertain v^^in Purpoies 
with, us: We cannot pleafe hipi better thap 
:byc^ii^ ^)vay our Work, to hold chat with 
him ; we cannot yield.fo far^and be guiitlels. 

Tbefe jire indeed but very few^ who know 
,how tp beidie^ znd i^mcefii^ or h^ve a Re-- 
Jijb of any Ple^fures that are nol cmminal. 
, Ev^ry Diverfiqn they ujke, is at the Ex- 
pence of fome x>ne Virtue or another ; and 
their very firft Step out of Bufine/s^ is into 
Vice pr Folly. A Man fliould endeavour 
therefore to niake the S^reai his iunpeent 
Pleafures2s wide as poHible, that he may 
retire into them with Sirfety^ and find in 
them fuch a SatisfaSHanz&t wife Man would 
pot blufh to take. 

If we look into the Behaviour of many 
whom we 42^ily cpnverfe widi, we ihall 
find that n>oft of their;Ek>urs are uken up 
in thofc three important Articles of Eatings 
. Drinking^ and Sleeping. I do not fupjx^e 
.that a Man lofes his Time, who is not eo- 
g^ed in public Affairs^ or in an illuftrims 
Courfe ofASion. On the contrary, I believe 
one may fpcnd his Hours more agreeably 

in 



d by Google 



Idlekbss'. i6p 

id lbmei?i4rittits whtch make no Figure in 
die Worid, than in fucb as are apt to draw 
upon them the Attention of Manicind. One 
fiMty beoooie wijir and ietter^ by fcveral 
Methods of employing one^s ielf in S€ere^ 
ty aod Sa^ffM, and do what is laudable 
mhhout Nd^t or Gftenlaiicn. ^ 

Bodily Exerdft is of two Kinds! Either 
that which a Man fubmits to for his Liveli* 
boad^ or chac which he undergoes for his 
Fle^re. The latter of ^ them generally 
changes the Name of L^our fi>r that of 
Eicercifi ; but dilSers only from crdwary La- 
bmr^ as it rifcs fi-om anotter Motive. L.et 
13S but confider the Anatomy of an human 
Body, and we fiiall difcover how abfolutely 
necctfaty Ldmir\% for the right Preferva- 
cion of it. There nuiftbe frequent Melons 
mA j^UaUonSj xo mix, digefl:, and feparate 
the Juices contained in it, as wcil as to dear 
aixl to ckanfe that Infinitude of Pipes and 
Straioecs, jof which it is conpofcd \ and to 
give their folid iWts^ tfio» firm and lafting 
Tottdk y^l^our or Eker(^0 ferments the 
HumouiB, ' baito tiiem' into their propei* 
Channels, throws of Redundancies, md 
helps. Naoire in dide^ fecret Diftributions^ 
without which, the Body cannot fuWift in 
its Vigour^ lior the Sml adt with CbearfuUiefs. 

MzdMtiExercye been aWJrfutely neceflary 

hr our W^ll^b^^i^g, Nature would not h^ve 

' I made 
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made thi Body fo proper for it, by giVlng 
ilich an ASiwity to'the Limbs, and fucha 
Pliancy to every Part, as neceffarily produce 
thofc Comprejions, Extenftons^ Comortm^ 
Dilaiaiions. and ajj other kinds of Maim, 
that arc ncceffiu-y for its Prefcrv^tion, asl 
have before obfervM. And that we might 
not want Inducenwnts to engage us in fuch 
an Exercife of the Body as is proper for its 
Welfare, it is fo order'd, that nothing var 
luaWe can be procured without it, . Not to 
mention iJiVA^ and Honeur^ cverijiWaDd 
Raiment^ are not to be come at without the 
^oii of die Hands, and Sweai of the Brows. 
Providence fornifticth Materials, but expe& 
that we fliould work them up ourfclves. 
The Earth muft be iahour'd before it giva 
its In^reafci and. when it is. forced «rtQ 
its fevetal ProdudtsH how manj Handi rtu^ 
they pafs through before they are fit for Ufi' 
Manufa^ures^ trade ^ and JgmuUure^ na- 
rurally employ more than nineficen Parts w 
the Species in- twenty: Aod.» for tbofe 
who are not pbjig*d to. labour^ ^ the Q<»^ 
fion in whitb they arcbftmi: tfiey^rerin^ 
jniferable than the reft of Mankind, uw^'* 
they indulge themfelves^ntbat volmtfiryL^' 
pour which goes by the Nain^e 9i.Exer^\f^' 
Thofe who have fciu;xch?4iiJi«>^human Na- 
ture obferve^ that nptbjiig io much Ae^ 
^e Noblenefs of (J^^^ojid, , ^ that 'its Felic^y 

coft- 
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fopiifts in ASitm. If we look back into the 
old World, we (hall find, that all its Vi- 
gour was owing to Exercifcy Sprigbtlinefsy 
and /Ulhity: Luiury and Idlenefi firft de- 
bilitated and impaired the Strength of Na- 
ture. I remember fome fine Lines in a Poem 
of Mr. Drydetfs^ which arc an elegant Con- 
firmation of what 1 have here aflferted, 

Jhefirji Pbyftcians by Debauch were made% 
Excefs began, and Sloth Juftains the Trade. 
By Chfice our long-liv^d Fathers eartid tbeif 

Focd^ 
foilftrung 4he Nerves and purify* d the Blood: 
But we J their Sons, a pampered Race of Men^ 
Are dwindled down, to Threefcore Tears and 
. Ten. > 

Better to hitnt in Fields for Health unbougbi, ' 
Than fee the DoSlorfor a naufeous Brought. 
The fFifCj for Cure^ on Exerdfe depend, 
God never made his Work for Men to mend. 

Yet as neceffary as ASiion is, and as much 
4 Duty as it is on Mankind, we, by our Be- 
haviour and Garriage in the World, fecm 
of the Stamp which Horace complains of, 

Nos numerus fumus i^ fruges confumere nati^ 

We make up the Number of Creatures, 
creeping (fer the Surf ace of the Earth, and born 
<^ne io confume its Produce. If we look into 

« 12 &C 
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the Bulk of our Spttui^ thejr art foch as^aff 
noc likely to be remembered a Nfoment al>-» 
tcr their Difappeanmce. They leave bcn 
hiad them no Traoes of tfaeit Evifienct^ bur 
are forgotten, a& tfaou^ they never had 
Ipeeo. I could wtfli, d^t Men, while che^ 
are in Health, would confider weHihe Ka- 
ture of the Part they are engaged in, and 
what Figure it will make in the Minds of 
thpfe they Icarc behind thenv: Whether it 
was worth coming into the World for? 
^^hether it be foitable to a reaibnable Being? 
In fliort, Whether it appears graceful in this 
Ufe^ or will turn to Advantage in the next? 

Would we give^ourfdves the Trouble of 
a little Self-ExamhiaiiMy we fhould certainly 
be cured of that Indolince which betrays us, 
grow fick of ^^%i?i^^ and Protrafihiatm 
and roiifc and exert ourfelvcs xo A&m 
fuiting the Dignity of our Nature. The 
Time we live, ou^t not to be computed 
by the Number of Years, but by the life 
has been made o£ it : Thus, 'tis not the Ex- 
tent of Ground, but the yearly Rent, which 
gives the Value to the Eflate* 

There is nothing now-a-days fo m 
avoided, as a foUicitous Imprjiimenl c^t 
Part of our Time: NotW^K*^^ODon 
Hands with fuch Uneafn^lp^or h\^ i^' 
been fo many Devices ■&«• any one ThitJg, ^' 
\0 ffi^keitikde away iolpwrcptibly, abd ft) 
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no Purpofe,. We fear the Imputations of 
Labour and Affiduity^ Diligence and Induftry^ 
«|uye a mechanic Report i and EmploymsfU^ 
and Application favour of Drudgery. Thefe 
Prepoffcflions make us pleafed with our 
Ruin: We think Lazinefs is a dcfireable 
Character ; and poftpone and procraftinate 
every Intention td Buftnefs: Tq morrow^ is 
ftill the fatal Time when all is to be re^i- 
fy^d: 7(? morrow comes 5 it goes ; and ftill 
we pleafe bOrfelves with the Shadow, whilfl: 
wc lofe the Reality; Unmindful that the 
prefentTme alone is ours, the future is yet 
unborn, and thtpafi is dead, and can only 
.^liy^ (as Parents in their Children) in the 
^ftipns it.hts pifodttced^ To conclodc: 
7e fhould labour to make this the Rule of 
^ Qou^xi&L^ which Seneca tells LucUius 
>was his Prjidice. Id^go, ut mihi inftar ta- 
^s vi(0^ fit dies juifque. Nee meberculi fan • 
- j«<}fw ultimum ra0o : Sed ilium fie afpicio^ 
:Vmf^im-^^el nitimus pffii. AnlefeneRu" 
Jem cur0viy Ut bene vivercm in fevcitut^^ ut 
hni nuirirer : bene ' autem mort^ efi Ubenter 
Wi. JViJhouli order itfiy that every fingle 
""^ iJhould belih wr whole Lioes /o ut •, not 
fbotdm itfiv ibekfir butiook upon it in 
''off^iUfyiof/bp^fiicb : Ta take care before 
' furprizes iw, to live weU ; and when 
^ _ ' ad(!>ance5 to die as weH: N^wUf die wellj 

; / 1 3 ENVY. 
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JC^ NVr has been defined by Mr. Collier, 
to be ^ Difpleafure for fome fuppofed Ai- 
'^Htage in another : And Plutarch tells us, 
^at Envy and Hatred are Paffions fo like 
each other, that they are often taken for the 
feme. Generally, indeed, all the' T/V^^J am 
fo confufedly twifted and entangled, that 
they are not eafily to be diftinguifti'd : For 
as differing Difeafes of the Body agree m 
many the like Qmfis and Efefff, (o do the 
I)ifturbances of the Mind. 

Whatfoever RefemWance thcfe two Pan 
fions bear to each other, they have ftill P^' 
culiar Marks ta make them diftin<St. Hatred 
proceeds from an Opinion, that the Perfori 
we deteft, is evily and if not generally h 
yet at leaft, in paiciicular to us : For thcf 
who think themfelvcs injctred; are apt t(> 
bate the Juthor of their Wrongs ; and e^« 
t^iofe, who . upon other than Self-Refpc«s» 
arc reputed injurious^ we ufuaUy naulcaw 

• ' . T ' • ■ and 
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aid a\)hor. But EnDy has only one So*-f of 
Objedt, the Felicity of others ; yet by this it 
becomes infinite, and like an evil or difeafed 
Eye^ is oflfended with every thing that is 
bright. 

The Obje£l of this Pafllon is fomething 
iefirahle ; and though Excellency, precife- 
ly corifider'd, cannot occafion Diflike ; yec 
Excellency nrwfplaced, niay. The Envious 
believes hi mfelf eel ipfed by the Luftre of his 
Neighbour. It muft be certainly from this 
M6tive, that Authors are not confidered 
with due Regard whilft alive, though 
Jujlice h done their Memory in Alhes^ 

.* yirtuie/n prafentem oiimusy 

• Suhlatam ex ffculfs querimus invidi Hor^ 

Superior Wit dr ^cellence in any kindj arf 
Reproaches to the CbaraSter of him that can- 
not fiand in Competition for them 5 and whefv^ 
Ins Abilities do not rife^ be envietb the Man for 
foff effing ^alities of Advantage^ which feem 
to fet his Inferiority more to View. The Rea-" 
fon that we fcarce ever efteem a Man equal to 
his Merits til! we have loft him, feems tc 
be juftly touched by Velteius Paterculus^ in 
tbeic Words, Prafentia invidid^ prceterita 
'oeneratiom profequimur. Et illis nos ohrui^ 
bis inflfui credimus. tVe always treat Things 
prefmt wiibEnvy^ Things pafi with Fenera^ 
•.- ; I 4 tioni 
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$kn ; for m believe ourfelvei iepp ufldir if 
the former^ hut itf/imffed by tbe latter. 

Envy mtrit be dcterminM a moft ill-n^ 
tur^d Vice •, *tis nuide np of Mearmefs and 
Malice ; it wifbes the Force of Goodnefs re-^ 
ftrain^d, and the McafuFe of Mapffinefi 
abated. It laments wtr PYofperitjj arid 
fickens at the Sight of Health. Had this. 
PafTion the Governing of the Creation^ we 
flu>uld have a fad World of it. How would^ 
k ttfeSl the Air, and darken . the Sun j 
make the Seas unnavigahle^ and hlafl \l^ 
Fruits of the Earth ? How woiild the Face 
of Nature be wercaft? We fhould fee Con^ 
fufton without Settlement^ Madnefs without 
Jntervahj and Poifon without Antidt^s^ 
^ulct the Envious prevail,, aH n$hU Under- 
takings would be cru(h*d, and Invention 
Ripp'd in ihe Bud. Nothing eXtnordinsu^ 
in Induftry^ Senfiy or Brofoery^ Would I* 
endured :. Whatfoever VfVis JMniffg^ WouW 
foon be ecUp/ed: To excel either in Art m. 
Nature^ would be a Crime 5 add none Could 
be fafe, but the /// and the Ufilefs. 
. The envious Man is in Pain upon ail Oc- 
cafions, which ought to give him Pleafurc. 
The Relijb of his Life is inverted \ slAdithc 
QbjeSis which admu^ifter t4« h^^jeftSatiC 
faftion to thofe who are exempt- frOm this 
Paflion, give the quickeft Pan]^ to Perfon* 
wiTo are ftitgeft to it. All the PerfeSions of 
. . their 
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their Fellow Creatures are odious \ Touth% 
B^mty^ Valour^ and WyHom^ are Provoca- 
eons of their Difplcafure. What a wretched 
wd apoftate State is this ! To be ofFended - 
widi Excellence, acid hate a Man becaufe 
we approve lum ! The Condition of the en-^ 
WHS Man is the moft emphatically mifcra- 
ble \ He is not only incs^afelc of rejoicing 
in another* s Merifov Succefs, but lives in a 
World wb^r^iri aji Mankuid arc in a Plot 
ag^ hia. Qgi^tt, by ftudying their own 
ffcppioels and Advantage. 

It is no fmall Confirmation of the Bafe* 
nefs of this Paflion, that the Reliefs of the 
emms Mt^ are thofe little 5/^mi/!&^j and 
I^peffelUom^ that difcover thcmfelves in an 
iUi^rioius ClWafter. It is Matter of great 
Coafolation to an emiws Per/on^ when a 
Man of known Honour docs a Thing un- 
worthy hinafclf •, or when any Action, whicli 
"^^wdUexecided^ up^ better Information » 
aff^ars fo altered in its Circumftances, that 
the Fame of Jt is divided among many, in- 
ftcad of being attributed to one. This is 
a fecret SatisfafticMi to thefc Malign^nh : 
The Perfon whom before they could not 
^ admire, the-y fancy is nearer their own 
Condiriootx as hosx m his Mmt is Jhared 
^nK)Dg others- 

There is nothing that more denotes a 

it^^ Mnd^ ch^ the AbhorreQce of Em>y 

I 5 " and 



d by Google 



1/8 Envy. 

and DetraRion. That which ghrcs Birth to 
this deteftable Paffion in a bafe Soul, produces^ 
a generous Emulation in better Difpofitions. 
Now, Emulation is an handibn^ Paffion ; *ti^ 
cntcrprizing, but juft withal ; it keeps a Man 
within the Terms of Honour^ and makes the 
Conteft for Glory fair and generous. Here is* 
isothing malevolent and infidious : The Ad- 
vantage isgam'd bylmprovement, not by In- 
jury. The Man drives to excel i but then 'tis 
by raijing himfelf, not by deprejit^ another* 

*Tis an honourable Heat, that takes fire at 
another^s Eiecellence, and blazes out into the 
Rivalihip of his Virtues ; to give the Man we- 
contend with all his Merits and ftrive fairly 
to out/hoot him. But Etruy always wants the 
Spirit^ as well as thitgood Nature and Hondur 
to exeft itfelf lb commendably ; and, as if 
it were confcious of its own Iffipotence^ folds 
i«s Arms in Defpair^ and fits eurfing in a^ 
Cormr : For when Envy conquers, 'tis com- 
monly in the Dark^ by Treachery and Under- 
minings by Calumny and DetraSiion. The 
Envious are always ungrateful •, they bate a 
noble Temper, though fliewn upon them- 
felves. If you oblige them, *tis at your 
Peril J they^il fly in the Face of 2kg$od Turn y 
and outrage where they ought to reward. 

Whofoever will read, and with Delibera- 
tion weigh the Charafter which the Learned 
Biftop Ha Li. has given us of tiie enviout. 

Many 
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Man, if he has either Scnfo or Integrity 
on his Side, will utterly dcteft fo fordid a 
Pailion. It may not be amifs to tranfcribe 
fuch Part of it as feenis to be general in the 
Application, yin envious man (fays he) 
feeds on oiber^s Evils, and hatbnoDifeafe, but 
his Neighhout^s ft^elfare 5 wbatjiewr God doth 
fir him, be canmt he happy in Company ; and 
fhe were put ta chufe, whether be would ra^ 
tber have Equals in a common Felicity^, or Su^ 
feriors in Mifery, be would demur upon the 
Election. Toujhall have him ever enquiring 
into the Eftates of bis Equals and Betters : 
Wherein be is net morekle/trous to bear all, 
than loth to hear at^ tbing^cver good\ and 
ifjuji Report relate aught better than be would, 
be redoubles the ^eftion, as being hard to be- 
lieve ivbat be likes not. - Whom be dares not 
openly backbite, nor wound with a direil Cen- 
fiire, he Jirikes fmootbly with an over-cold^ 
Praife ; when bis Equal Jhould rife to ./fo-. 
nour, bejirives again/l ifunfeen, andfuborn-' 
eib CAfiacleii But when he fees his Refijiance 
vain, be cangiue an hollo%v Gratulation vi> 
Prefence, but in fecret difpqrages that Ad- 
vam'emAt ; other the Man is unfit for the 
Place, or the Place for the Man, No Per- 
fon is fafe from his malignant f^enfure*, no 
Anion from Ins jealous Conflru£lion. 
: Since Envy is^ (b odious, and every way 
unlucky } fincc it makes fo difegreeable a Fi-. 
- -* 1 ^ gur«5 
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gur^t and deek fb much JS^fihiif to itfetf 
and otbersy ic Qiiny not be improper to of* 
fer fomething particulai? tf> prevent \u 

We Iboald cdn&lcr, tbat Prwideme haa 
given the leaft of us mmre than we can pre- 
tend to r If we could make 0itf a 7i/^ (<> 
more Privilege^ to complain were not im* 
reafonable; bat none can be fi> hardy, as to 
£ty Heaven is in his Debt^ and owed faim a 
nobler Being or Subfittance. Wefliouldie* 
member that we are ltt)eral]y dealt with ^ 
and then wc (hould not be troubled to Tec 
another in a better Condition. To confider 
that we have mare than wc deferve^ will help 
•ur Reafon to filencc ©ur Murmuring^ afld 
make us ^am*d ta repine. If we don*t 
over-rate 6ur Prttenfions, all will be well: 
if/z/^f/f/f difaFms Envyy and ftrikes it dead 

Wc ihould endeavour likewifcto improve 
•ur refpcdlive Milities : Men naturally de- 
fire to uand fiiir in the Opinion of others v 
and tot have IbmewhiBit of Vaitte to fupport 
them in then: own Thoughts. To be caff^ 
a Man ihould exanaine his Genius^ exert bis 
Spirits^ and try to make the moft.of himfelf. 
There are few but may be rcmarkabk \n 
their Station ; h far, at leaft^ as to guar* 
off ConUmpt, and fecur^ a modcmte Repute 
to tbemfckes. And thofe that are good for 
ibmething tbemfelves^ will be contented that 
eibiri ibaild be io too,. 
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To conclude : Let us entertain fo vile 
Notions of this Paflion, as to think. ill of 
ourfelves for giving it Harbour: Let us 
paint it in its worft Colours to our Imagl- 
nation^ and £> we ihall dilcountenance our 
Opinion of it: Let us reflcft on it as a Com- 
pound of Impotence and Malice 5 as a Quali- 
ty that will prey on our Eafe and SatisfaStion^ 
di%race us to the World, and make ua 
mOerable to ourfelves* 
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RECREATIONS 

A N n •. ■ 

STUDIES. 

WE all of us complain of the Short- 
nefs of Tmey faith Seneca i and yet 
have more than we know what to do with. 
Our Hours^ fays he, are either fpent in 
doing nothing at ally or doing nothing to the 
Purpofe^ or in doing nothing that we ought 
to do. We are always complaining our 
Days are hut fewy and offing as though 
there wfiuld he no End of them, ^us al- 
though the whole Life is allowed by every one 
to he fhoHy the feveral Divifions of.it appear 
long and tedious. JVe are for lengthening 
our Span in general^ hut would fain contraff 
the Parts of which it is compofed. 

How acceptable a Piece of Service would 
it be to the World, if any one could be hap- 
py enough to point out to them certain 
Methods for their filling up the empty Spaces 
«f Ltfc?. There ayeufeful and innocent Di- 

verftons 
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verftons to rub ofF Part of our Time^ but we 
are not eafy to be fix*d at them : We arc 
contimiaJly wanting an Amufement 5 but at 
alofi to determine in x^hzt ;Recreatms it 
muft confift. : I muft conFefir, I think it is 
below rcafonable Creatures to be akogccher 
converfant in fuch Diverjions as are merely 
innocent^ and have nothing elfe to recom- 
mend them, but that there is no Hurt in 
them. 

Pleajure and Recreation^ of one kind or 
other, are abfolutcly neceffary to relieve our 
Mintils and Bodies from too conftant Attention 
and Labour. Indeed the Ufe offP^fdom Iknds 
in tempering oiir Plea/ures: There are fome 
fo rigid, or fo timorous, that they avoid alF 
Diverjions i and dare not but abandon lawful 
DelightSj for fear of offending. Thefe are 
hard Tutors^ if not Tyrants to thcmfclves, 
whilft they pretend to a mortified Striftnefs, 
are injurious to their own Liberty, and to the 
Liber oTtty of their Maker. We fhould learn 
firft, by a juft Survey, to know the due and 
lawfiil Bounds of Pleafure ; and then beware 
cither to go beyond a known Boundary, or 
in the Licence of our Defires, to remove it. 
When Pleajiire is made the chief Purjkit 
of Life, a conftant Application to its Allure- 
flfients will naturally root out the Force 
of Reafon and RefleSlion, and fubftitute in 
tlifiir place a general impatience of Thought; 

and 
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and a conftant PrnrUncy of inordinate Dc-^ 
(ire. He. that buys- h^ Satuf action at tlie 
Expence of Duty or Pjfcrtt'wn^ is fure tO| 
over-purchaic. When Viritu is fjicrifice^ 
to App£tUe^ k^pjtnUmce ^oiuft follow^ and 
that is an uoeafy Fafllon; All unwarrant- 
ci>le Delights have an ill Farewell ^ and defiroy 
thofe tlut are greater^ The main Rcaibi^ 
why we have Reftraincs dapp'd upon i^^ is, 
becaufe an unbounded Liberty would undo us.. 
Befides Rleajure^ whentt s a.ManV chief 
Purpofe, diiappotnts idejfv aodthe^nitant^ 
Application to it palls the Faculty of en- 
joying it, though it leaves the Senfe of our 
InawlUy for that we wifli, with a Difrelifli 
of every Thing elfe. There is ;more Fatigut 
in a Round of circulary and continued Pka^ 
Jures^ than in the Profecucion of Buftnefi and 
Affairs : The Enioytnents we purliied, grov 
ftale in the Pof&flion ; and when we bavor 
run through them, leave us flat and infipid,.^ 
ipent and over-kbour*d. 'Tis a fair Infer- 
cnce from hence» that Pkafure can be (wJy 
£b, when purfued with Moderation As far 
as Health is kept up, and Melancholy dis- 
charged by thefe AnvufenjentSy they may be 
tokraWe enough withiaa Rule. The Enik 
eSPleafure is to fupport the OffiLces of Life, 
to relieve the Fatigue of Bufinefe, .tarewar4 
a regular Aciion^ and encourage the Contir- 
nuance* 

Irc^ 
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I remember Mf* I^tke^ fpeaking of i?^- 
0reiUims^ reckons the Exfeiciie of Manw4 
Arts uodjr this Head ; at)d fays, ^tkat H baf 
heen nothing huftbi VanUy and Pride of Greats 
vefs and Riches^ that has brought unprofitable 
mndr dangerous P^itnes iftta Faft>ien^ and per* 
Jivaded People int^ a. Belief that the learnings 
$r putting their Hands to any Thing that waf 
ufifiul^ eoufd n^t:be a Diwrfionfitfor a Genr 
ileniam ■. Fdr that the great Men^ afftong tb^ 
AncientSy underjiood very well how to recour 
eUe manual Labour with jiffmrs of States 
0nd thought it no lejfening to their Dtgnity^ (0 
make the one the Recrea^tt to the ofper^ 

I am! not about to prefcribe atiy partkula? 
JXverJkm^ io thiey in gpneiul be itinoeenf ii| 
the Objeft : Inclination in tvexy one, muft b^ 
left to ttM Choice. Ifideed* when the Mind 
dcmaiKJs Relaxation and Refrejhmentj if ^4 
IMftild. fiS tip the Yacancie^ of our Leifiirf^ 
hf Fhyficai Diwiftiori, it ibould be m fome 
Exir^fr of y^^.-Body which Unbeixls th^ 
doughty and confirms, the Health an4 
Strength. But what (hall we fay* when 
every Man has a peculiar Guft oi Pleafurel 
The '?>iw/ifrx.offome arefofolid, and theit; 
Canjiitutions (b fedentary^ that they cannot 
leliih Aftivity^ or jougli Exercise; theit 
very Diverfions are in a manner contempla- 
tive, and bent on Speculation ; therefore they 
lequireAmu&meoiisof a more refined Nature^ 

For 
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For my own Part, I cannot think the 
loofe Hours of Life better employed than in 
the Divcrfions of i^ Theatre^ if our Vices 
do not ftrikc in to marr the Intention of the 
Entertainment. There are Mater ids fitted 
both for Pieafure and Improvement. Every 
Scene has, or ought to have a Mor^iU Hu* 
man Life may be inftrufted from fvSlitioiw 
Charafters % and we learn to demean our^ 
fekcs in teai A&ions, from feing how 
others have either fucceeded or mifcarry*d 
in reprefented ones. Bat of this no more: 
It Huy look odd for me, in a Moral IVork^ 
to turn Advocate for a Play^Houfi. Thou^ 
the Stage tnight be made a perpettial Source 
^ the mcA noble and ufeful EntertainttientSt 
were it \jtti6tY proper Regulatum. 

There are many other ufeful Amufements 
ef Life, which one would cndeavcHjr to 
hiukiply, that one might on ^1 Occafion^ 
have Recourfe to fome Things, rather than 
fiiffer the Minfd to life idle, or run a-drift 
with any iPafllon that chances to rife in k* 
Nor am I againft having a Gentlenoan ac- 
commodate himfelf to the innocent Diver^ 
Jiom in F^fhion amongft thofc of his Age and 
Condition^ I am fo far from having him au-^ 
fiere and mor-ofe to that Degree, that I wouJd 
perfwade him to more than ordinary Com- 
plaifance for all the Gaieftes and Diverjiom of 
thofe he conv^rfes with, and to be averfe and 
- - tcfty 
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tcfty in nothing they (houkf dcfire of him, 
that might become a Gentleman and an 
Koneft Man: 

IncJeed, as to the Div&fions of Cstrds arid 
JKr^, however engaging, I muft declare 
myfelf for them with Abfiinence^ and that 
they are to be ufcd with Caution. Thcfe 
Sorts of Phys are oftericr Provocatives to 
Avarice and Lofs. of Temper, than mere 
Recreations and innocent jhnufemtnts: They 
iire fo betraying and dangerous In their Con- 
fequences, that People fit down to them 
rather with the Spirits of Gamefiers^ than a' 
Defign to. while away the vacant Hours* 
Theypurfue it with as much Atdouf ar 
tiley "^o^AAtl Hunting^ M^cby^M'j^^ 
Difference is, that li^re they are each other% 
Prey. 

Thoufands have been ruin'd by Gaming^ 
feys Bruyere *, and yet they tell you very cold- 
ty, thty caff f live mihpuiV. What an' Ex-' 
tofe » this? Is there* any violent ^ri4 fhame- 
ftjl Paflion whtch may not ufe the fame Lan- 
guage? Would we admit one to fay, he 
can*c live without /?j«rJm/g*, ravijhing^ and* 
tabbing ? Is playing without Sounds^ without' 
Confideration or Inttrmfflion, to the total 
Ruin of your Adverfary, whilft tranfported' 
with a Defire of Gain^ made outrageous by 
Lojfes^ and inftam*d by Avarice^ you expofe 
cm a Card gr the Chance of a Dye^ your own, * 

your 
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your Wives, and yopr Childrens Futuptv 
Is this allowable? Is thk th« ^porf yoa 
caitnol live without? Arc therCf npc fwpf^. 
Gonfeqqeocc^ . t^ thefe; of|^ an: P/<9? 
When entirely routed, yqu arc obliged M[ 
part with your Cloaths, your^Eood, and 
the Provifibn of your Family, for this UO' 
r^fenable Dmrfi^ There is tO0^ raueb 
Folfy and Puerility pi expofing one*fi-felftt> 
tbefe great Loiles; There is \m one -4^* 
^i£fhn,w))ich is lafting, the Lofrofan E^l 
^l4me^ whichr^fwcctens all others, feiipew 
this; .we. feel it every Moment during t^- 
Gaurfe^of 9ur .LivTBS, that we mifi:<^^^ 

! ••,'^is,iA|d.ot-PZ«^^ l^^t igftals0il;C0f 
MtcHsVp^ b often iuph ftr^ngp W^ 

proporttonsy and fuch vaft Bijiance between! 
this and^t^t'Gonditioui that our Eyes arc 
ihock*d aA4 ofifended to fee fuph E*trpo>»^ 
ties.:ai6et t^cthcf. ^^Tis lifeft,i?s^Wi» 

lyfuf^ :;(;i<?/M^^ #^(»^^^ whit* 

jar thenar \^ Sotrnds^xidtNo^ef "wWcb ifl^kc! 
us. fh udder* . In a Word^ *m p^rPurn^^ 
b!l\ DilUn&ioa and Dccenqy : A jumbiing of 
(Jiyalities ^^d degrees • together upon thfit 
X^; aqd forting Ewjen iW. /if^»*, by tte 
•Privilege of the Table^ With Fellows ttec 
are- too vile for the oipft tnenial Ofiices. 

.But fettin^ aiide the Regard to Equality t 
aadCmvdrfaifH in your own Sph^e, ^^ 

■ "• ' • fhould 
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ft ocdd drcid the Cuftom of common Gamirig^ 
for the Pafftons it excites, and the unreafon* 
iiWe Ferments^ Cxmmotitms^ and Inquietudes^ 
kjnitt its Qicnts intorBecaufe it haniftiei 
MfirdH and «hellrfi9it]iF Society; and tie5 
4<Hm-che Eyes and Affeftions jtO the Con- 
cern and Eagemefeof fFinhing., An Affem- 
biy of Smtcs, or Courts of Juftice in rajiital 
C^fcs, appear not rnore feri6u$ and grave, 
than a TaWe of Gamejlvrs playing very 
highs a melancholy Severity reigns in thefr 
I:xx>ks, in^lacable to one another, and irre-^ 
eonidileable Eiiemfes ^i|e the Meeting 
l^ks 5 they confider neither Friendjhip^ AU 
Uances^ B'trth^ nor I)ijlin£litfn$. Chance 
alone, that blind and wikl Divinity, pre; ' 
gdes ever the Ctrcie^ and decides fov6reign- 
ly there ^n all Occafiohs; they all, adore 
iir by a profound 5Henc.e an4 Atr^mJon,; 
Which they arc not able to obfdrve elfe- 
wheres and all the Pajfions feem fufperided, 
to give place only to one\ I think ft u verf 
wonderful^ fays the Spectator, td fii 
Perfims if the beji Senfe'-fdJJtng away a Dozen 
Hours tegetberi in fiuffiing and dividing a 
Pack of Cards^ with no other Converfation 
hut ivhat is made up of a few Gamje Fbrafes^ 
and no other Ideas^ but thoje of black or 
red Spots ranged together , in differefit Ftgures. 
Jf^ould net a Man Utifgh to bear one of ibis. 
Species complaining i^at ijife is fblih ? ' - ' * 
^ lam 
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I am not furprizM/ tfiatjthere are fo manf 
public Gaming-Houjes\ which are like fo 
many Snares laid for Mens Avarice, like 
Whirlpools^ where thail4d?;/^)^ of private Men 
is funk without Hopes o£ Return, like 
Rocks ^ where fuch as play, are loft, and 
da(h*d in Pieces; thsx Sharpers haveOT- 
tinually their Emiflaries abroad, to learn who 
comes laden from the Country with the Price 
of an Eftate lately fold 5 who has got a Suit 
at Law, which h^s brou^t him in a great 
Sum 5 who has been fuqcefeful at Play ; what 
Heir has leapM into a large Inheritance-, or 
what Officer will venture his whole Cafli on 
the "Turn of a Card. Cheating^ *tis true is 
> a Hlthvrafcally Trade; but *cis an ancient 
known Trade, and praftifed in all Times 
by the Men we call prpfefH Gameprs} 
they have a Sign at their Doors, and m 
maybe their Infcription, Here is Cbeatins upon 
Honour y for, I fuppofe, they will not pre- 
tend to be unblameable. Every one knows, 
that to enter^ and Icfe in their Houfcs, is 0^^ 
and the fame Thing; but that they Ihouia 
have Bubbles enough to make, a Subfmance 
on*r, is what I cannot comprehend, But 
have treated this Head at all die Ex^f'^ 
allow, and proceed now to the Second oup' 
je3 propofed in this Chapter. 

Of all the Bwerjim ofUfe, there is none 
fo proper to fill up its empty Spaces, ^^^ 
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miffg of u&futand enteitiinii% Aitbors: 
And; the beft Employment of our dead un- 
adire Hours, is in Improvements by Study 
and Purfuits of Knowkdge. The Truth of 
k isy there isjiot a (ingle Science, or any 
Brajach of it, that might not furpiih a Man 
Inch Bu&ieis for Life, thobgh if w^fe much 
longer than it is; yet this Condderation 
flKXild not cut us oflf from our Enquiries, 
or ftint our Difquifitions: Let us make our 
Inroads as far as we can, and not ^entirely^ 
withdraw our Troops^ becaufe we cannot be 
Maftcrs of the whole Country. The Ufe^ 
fulnefs of Knowledge^ and the Pl^afure and 
PerfeSion it gives the Mind, Ihould excite 
our Ambition to as many Conquefts ^ we 
can make this Way. Ho^* different is 
the View of paft Life^ in the Man who is 
grown old in Knowledge and fVifdem^ from 
that of him who is grown old in Ignorance 
and Folly ? The latter is like the Owner of 
a barren Country, that fills his Eye with the 
Profpefl; of naked Hilk and Plains, which 
produccth ndthing cither profitable or or- 
namental; the other beholds a beautiful 
and a fpacioiis Landikip, divided into de- 
lightful Gardens, green Meadows, fruitful 
Fields i and can fcarce caft his Eye on a 
fingle Spot of his Poffeffions^ that is not 
covered with fome bcautifed Plant or Flower. 

f : I have 
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I hare already fpoken on the Stitgta rf 
Reading Bo^ks, in my Chapter on Learh^ 
I NO 5 all I have «> add on the Occafion here, 
is, CO advifc to keep our Studies widiin the 
Compafsofl^ and £//!%. rTherearefonK 
Studies which are only Matters of Guriofity, 
and Trials of SkUl: OAers of Plet^ri, and 
oft^. But ftill there are many Things worth 
eur knowing J perhaps, that were not worth 
our learning. There are fome Tricks sfWi^y 
like Sligbis of Hand, which amonnt to no 
more than the tying of Knots only to Joofca 
them again ; and it is the very Fallacy that 
pleafes us; for, fo foon as ever we know 
how they are done, the SatisfeAion is ataa 

E'ld- ' r rrir 

; He tliat duly tonfiders the Bufinds or Lgi 
and Death, will find riuthe h^s licde Time 
fo fpare from that ^tudy\ and yet, how we 
tiifle away our Hours gporf impertinent A^- 
eeties and CdvUs t There are imfertineni^ 
dies, as well as impertinent Men. Di^^^^f 
theGrammarian, wrotefour thou&ndBoofc^* 
whei-ein he is much ^ooncertiM to Sicm 
where Homer was born -, who was J- 
neas's true Mother^ and whether ^w^'*^ 
was the greater Whorc-Maftcr or Drun' 
kard. A Man is never' a JcA the n>ore Jeani- 
ed for this Guriofity v but niuch ^ ^ 
tjTOLiblefome : A^e-n^t Jthofe Specukiti^ 
6{ m«ch more Importance, that teach us 
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to Providence^ to our Neighbour y and to our^ 
felves ; to mafter our Appetites, and to rr- 
nounce ihc^ ov\(M 

Profit and Pleafure are the Ends that a ra- 
tional Creature Ihould propofe to obtain by 
Study^ or, indeed, by any other Undertak- 
ing. There is no Entertainment upon Earth 
more noble and befitting a reafonable Mind, 
than the Pcrufal of good Authors \ or that 
better qualifies a Man to pafs this Life with 
Satisfaction to himfelf^ or Advantage to the 
Public. Reading is to the Mind, what Ex- 
crcife is to the Body : As by the one. Health 
ispreferv'd, ftrengthen'd, and invigorated j 
fo by the other, Firlue (which is the Health 
of the Mind) is kept alive, cherilh'd, and 
confirmed. And yet there is nothing in which 
Men deceive themfelves more ridiculoufly, 
than in the Point of r^^^wrg- ; which, as *tis 
commonly praftifed under the Notion of 
Improvement^ has lefs Advantage. The Gene- 
rality oi Reader Sy who are pleafcd with wan- 
dering over a Number o^ Books almoft at the 
fame Inftant ; or if confined to one^ who pur- 
fue the Author with much Hurry, and Im- 
patience to his laft Page, muft without 
doubt be allowed to be notable Digejiers. 
This iinfettled Way of reading naturally fe- 
duces us into as undetermined a Manner of 
thinking '9 which unprofitably fatigues, the 
Imagination, when a continued Chain. of 
K Thought 
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Thought would probably produce incfRma- 
blc Conclufwns. The fwift Difpatch^ of cm- 
tnon Readers^ not only eludes the Memory, 
' but betrays their Apprebenfion^ when the 
Turn of ^bought zn^Expreffion would infen'- 
fibly grow natural to them, would they but 
give themfelves Time to receive riielmprcf' 
fion. The common Defence of thefe People 
is, that they have no Defign in readings bwt 
for Pleafure \ which I think, fliould radicr 
arife from the Refiegtion and Remembrantecf 
what one has ready than from the tranfient 
Satisfaftion of what one do€5\ and we fhould 
be pleafed proportionably as we zxtprojhel 
I cannot conclude this Topic of Studus^ 
without taking notice, that as Bcoks arc 
profitable, 2Xidi Reading an Improvement, fo 
much more will the reading of oar own 
Lives, a Survey of our Afticnsi and an In- 
fpedion into the Divifion of our Tme^ ^ 
an Advantage, as it certainly is a Duty, 't^ 
'Shortnefs of Life^ I know, is the Complaint 
both oi Fools and Pbilofopbers •, as if the ftrnt 
we have, were not fufficient for our VutUv 
But *tis with our Lives^ as with our Ep^^^- 
A good Hujband makes a little go a great 
Way; whereas, let the Revenue of a Prince 
fall inro the Hand of a Prodigal, 'tis gone 
in a Moment : So that the Time alotted us, 
if it were well employed, were abundantly 
enough to anfwer all the Ends and Purpofcs 

of 
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of Mankind. The Truth is, we are more 
folicitous about our Drefs^ than our Manners ; 
and about the Order of our Periwigs^ than 
the Regularity of our Conduct. We live as if 
we fhoald never die, and without any 
Thought of human Frailty : Whereas we 
fliould do by Ttme J as we do by a Torrent, 
nrake ufc of' it while we may have it; for 
ft will not laft always. It is the Duty ot 
Life to prepare ourfclves Tor Death y and 
there is not an Hour we live that docs not 
mind us of our Mortality, 

Thdit Time which is good for nothing 
elfe, we dedicate to Virtue \ but 'tis not 
enough to pbilofophize^when we have nothing 
elfe to do; we muft attend IVifdom^ even to 
(he Negled of all things elfe ; for we are 
fo far from having 7/771^ /t?j/^^r^, that the Age 
of the World Would be yet too narrow for our 
Buflnefs. There is nothing that we can pro- 
perly 'call ouf own^ but our Ttnie ; and yei; 
every body fools us out of it, that has a Mind 
tb't. *Tis good Advice yet, tothofewhb 
have the World before tfiem, to play the 
good' Hujhand betimes ; for 'tis too late to 
fparc at the Bdttorii, when all is di-awn out 
to the Lees : 'T would be a ftrong Motive to 
the right Difpofuion of our Lives, tocohfi- 
der, that he that is not at Leifure many 
Times to live^ muft^ when his Fate comes, 
whether b6 will, or no, be at Leifure to die. 
K 2 COVE. 
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THE two great and moft general 
Principles of Aftion in the Breaft 
of Man are Luxury and Avarice : The firft 
of which has its Origin from the Love of 
Pleafure\ and the latter from the Fear of 
Want. The Vice of Covetoufnefs is what 
enters deepeft into the Soul of any other \ 
and you may have feen Men, otherwife the 
moft agreeable Creatures in the World, fo 
feized-with a Defire of being richer y that 
they Ihall ftartle at indifferent Things, and 
live in a continual Guard and Watch over 
themfelves from a remote Fear of Expence. 
No/>i^«j.Man.can be fo circumfpcd in the 
Care of his ConfciencCy as the covetous Man 
is in that of his Pocket. 

If a Man would preferve his own Spirit, 
and his natural Approbation of higher and 
more worthy Purfuics, he could never fall 
into this Littlenefsy but his Mind would be 

ftill 
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ftill open to Honour and Virtue^ in fpite of 
Infirmities and Relapfes. There is an uni- 
verfal Defection from the Admiration of 
Virtue. Riches and outward Splendor have 
taken up the Place of it ; and no Man thinks 
he is mean^ if he is not poor. But, a'as! 'this 
defpicable Spirit debafes our very Being, and 
makes our Paffions take a new Turn from 
their natural Bent. 

The Man that would he truly richy fays 
Si NEC A, mujl not increafe his Fortune ^ but 
retrench bis Jppetites. For Riches are not only 
fuperfluouSy but mean^ and little more to the 
Pojfeffor than to the Looker-on. Avarice isfo 
injatiable^ that it is not in the Power of Li* 
heraliiy to content it j and our Deftres are fo 
houndlefsy that whatever we get^ is but in the 
)Vay to getting n^ore without End: And fo long 
as we ate Jblticitous for the Increafe of TVealth^ 
ioe lofe the true Vfeofit\ and fy end our Time 
inputting out^ calling in^ andpajjing our Ac- 
counts^ without anyfubfiantial Benefit ^ either 
to the TVorldy or to ourf elves. 

Every Step that a Man makes beyond a 
moderate and reafonable Provifton^ is taking 
fo riiu.ch from the Wofthinefs of his own 
Spirit; and he that is entirely fet upon 
making a Fortune^ is all that while undoing 
the Man. He muft grow deaf to the Wretch^ 
ed, ^ftrange himfelf from the Agreeable^ 
, K 3 learn 
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learn Hardn^fs of Hearty difreiyi^^^v^.thii^ 
that is nohle^ and termii^ate all ;n his db^- 
cable Self. Indulgence in ?Lny oqe inomo- 
deratc Dejire ox Jpfetite^ engrolTes the whote 
Creature, and his Life is ftcTjifiqed to that 
one Deftre or Apatite \ but How muclf 
otherwile is it with thofe t^iat preferve ^live 
in them IbnfKthing that adorns i:h€;ir Con- 
dition, and fliews the Man, whether a 
Prince, pr a Beggar, above his Fortune? 

To proceed to a fort of Definition. of this 
VicCy it will be beft difco\rered in the la- 
fluences and Effefts it has pn the Perfons 
tainted with it. The ^^n t^ep ipay Ipe dct 
termin*d to be covetous^^ yi^p baJks au^y 
Part of his Duty, for ifear he fhppJd grow 
th^ poorer^ and chafes rather to i^ve hi| 
Money ^ than his Cor{fcunce : H^ ^q^t de^s 
himfelf th^e Conveniences of [(^jfe^' y^^^^ 
either Nece/Tity pr Religiein'; he that'p^ 
^nocious in Riches •, he that j|^ts l^is Inier^e/ls 
above his Hanour^ and value? inugniQqint 
Gains, which Tiold no Proportion wi^h hi* 
Fortune. 

In liis Acquifitions, a coveious Man.i^.^cf 
troubles himielf with the Nic^i^ of M[or^* 
](cy i his Bufinefe is ^o fecurc thp End, tjfiX, 
to diftinguilli upon the Means. WitK him, 
as Juvenal has worcled it j 

— — ^ua^' 
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Virtus pqft nummos 

A good Share of Coin is his great and 

principle Ambition ; and Virtue muft wait 

.without Doors, till his -^i;^nV^ is ilitisfied. 

Let the Projcdt be but rich and pradicable,- 

and he enqjjircs no further : Honour s^nd Con- 

Jcience are fine things ; but they fcldom fill 

the Pocket. When they will fcrve a Turn, 

and purchafe any thing, a good Manager 

can counterfeit them ; but to .be ty*d down 

to a fet of Notions, is the Way to be a 

B^ar. He that refolvcs to thrive^ won't 

be difcourag*d by a few hard Nanics : 

Though Reafon and Religion Ihould intcr- 

, po& iometinfiest the covetous Man can either 

fct them afidc, or ftep over them. 

To recoimt the Disorders of Life, the 
. Knm^y and little Pradices that flow in up- 
• on us fi-om this Spring, were almoft infi- 
nite. Whence comes all Circumvention in 
. Commerce? Whence O^^cr-reachingand im- 
pofing on the Ignorance or Nece£ity of our 
Neighbours ? 'Tis nothing, for the Genera- 
lity, bat^tLove of Money ^ which makes 
the Court a^d .the Camp^ the Bar and the 
Pulpit^ pnean and mercenary : How many 
tr^(is are abiifed> JVills forg'd. Orphans and 
Widows rohip^d and ruin'd, upon this Score? 
i K 4 Wh^re 
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Where Avarice^ rules and rages, there is 
nothing of Humanity remaining. Confcmce 
and Covetoufnefs are never to be reconciPd •, 
like Ftre and Water^ they always deftroy 
each other, according to the Predominancy 
of the Element. 

Now one would think, that he who 
takes fo much Pains for a Fortune^ and pur- 
chafes fo dear, fhould know how to ufc it : 
One would think he had refined upon the 
Satisfaftions of Life : One would imaginie 
his Appetites were more keen and lafting; 
his Capacity enlarged ; and that he could 
pleafe himfdf fatter and farther than his 
Neighbours. For why (hould we put our- 
felves to an uncommon Trouble, for a com- 
mon Advantage ? Or how can Anxiety and 
Eafe ftand together? He that is always 
afraid oi lofjngy has little Lcifure to enjoy: 
B:fides, a continual Load oi Cares depreflcs 
the Vigour of the Mind, dulls the Inclina- 
tion, and clouds the Chearfulnefs of the Spi- 
rits. But, alasf were he never fo much dif- 
pofcd, he has not the Courage to recreate his 
Senfes, and reward his Jnduftry: No, he 
has more Refpcdl; for his Wealth,- than to 
take thofe Freedoms. *Tis true, he can com- 
mand the Sight oxi\ and call it his own too 5 
but with great Impropriety of Language i 
for Property without Appiicadon^ to Advan- 
tage, is mere Cant and Notion. But where 

Covetoufnefi 
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Covetoufnefs governs, the Appetite is ty'd 

Z, and Nature is put under Penance. Tarn 
'ft avaro quod babety quam quod non bahet^ 
has always been an Axiom on the Avarici- 
ous: He that dares not enjoy ^ wants that 
which be has^ as well as that which he has 
not. The Increafe of his Fortune is but an 
Addition to his Trouble ; the more he haSy 
the more he has to rake care for ; and an 
Afs is as much enriched by his Burden, as 
fuch a one is by his Eftate. 
' Now, after all, IVealth does but ferve to 
expofe Covetoufnefsy and make it more ridi- 
culous ; for what can be a more wretched 
Sight, than to fee a Man mortify without 
Religion?. To fubmit to fuch voluntary 
flardjhips to no Purpofe, and lofe the pre- 
fent,- without providing for the future ? It 
is a Frailty likewife, that is its own Pu- 
nifhment : They are tortured with raging 
Fears of H^anty and the greateft Abundance 
is not able to keep them in tolerable 
Humour. ' Avarice is never without its 
Stings : How miferable is it in the Defire^ 
How mif^rable even in the attaining of our 
Ends ? For Money is a greater Torment in 
the Poflfeffion, than it is in the Purfuit : For, 
^ear of lofmg it is a great Trouble^ the hojs 
ot it a greater \ and it is made greater ycc 
hy Opinion. 

K 5 Avarice 
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Avarice then, it ^ ptain^ i? founded or 
Error and F(?//y ; *cis a Vice of a piean and 
irrational Stamp 5 it fubj^s Men to Tir- 
^r;?;//; from within, and Ayerfwn and general 
Contempt fj-om without^ I^et us endeavoiv 
riiereforc to haniflx it Froin our Bofc^m^ ex^ 
tirpate t;h^ latent Seeds pf it, ^nd plant in 
their Room Liberajitji and Kiftdfle/s^ Gm- 
rofity and Benevolence. AH the Anions tkf 
flow from thefc Springs, will fiUus^yiw 
Pleafure^ and make us dear to Heaven^ an^ 
aGccptibie 10 Mankind, *Th an Ohferva- 
tion of Mr, Bobhes^ l^hat the Sefiiofbcmi 
iofnmunmted SatisfaSlion^ is naturally i^' 
H^btful: If this Ma3|im hold, Beneficena^ 
lure to bp its pwn Reward : We are certain^ 
k is a Quality which gives Salisfailm 
al^road, and that Property eatides it to- 
giving Delight- at horae,u 

The Condidons on which we bold the 
Goods of Fortune^ or rather Pro^ident^ 
fhould be a Circumftance to wean us fponi 
^varice : They are Talents which we only 
are intruded with from Heaven ; ^d we are 
not to fold them up in a Napkin, or- lay 
them in thjB Bowels of the Earth, with th? 
Mi/er. We fhould cpnfider ourfelves the 
Stewards of the Almighty, and not miftake 
the Defign of his Kindnefs. If he lend us 
wherewithal to be communicatrue^ we muft 
fc;irch out the OijeSl^ diftribute his Bounty^ 

and 
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and propagate Bleflings- If we will not look 
thus high, to prompt us to good Offices^ the 
very State of kuman Nature, is a tacit In* 
Titation to them : The Difinjis of oor Fel- 
low- Creatures Ihould work us to Com- 
panion: The moft exalted Station is, not 
fecure } we may be tumbled (torn th« Top 
of Grandeur and Plenty ; and therefore Po* 
licy fliould teach us to fecure a Friend in Fu- 
turity^ make a Purchofe of Comp^on be- 
fore we (land m lieed of it, and have Piiy 
^ j^Ji^ci wait hhw to receive us, and 
br<ak our FalL 
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HOWEVER toarfe a Title this 
Seftion may icem to have, as the Vks 
is of fo mean and contemptible a Nature, 
as not only to be nnworthy of a Gcntlemaft, 
but even of an honeft Man, and a Difgrace 
to a Chriftian ; yet,, as by Cujiom and Fa/huntf 
k is grown epidemical, as the Sin of it is 
flighted and over-look*d, and Convenience 
hdiS mzdc It 2i current Faculty , I think it en- 
titled to a Place in my CoUcdion ; that I 
ought to fet its Malignity to View, and 
enter fome Catttions agamft an OflFcncethat 
is a Stain to our. Nature. 

There is a Spirit reigns too largely in the 
Worlds that feems to have an Antipathy ta 
7r///j&, and runs from it without Intereft or 
Provocation •, that delights to make Lying- 
a Diverfion, banter Companies^ and pals 
Fables for Fafl:. It is a juft Matter of 
Complaint, that Sincerity and Plainnefi arc 
cut of Fafhion^ and that our Language is 

running 
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running into a Lye\ that Men have almoft 
quite perverted the Z^ of Speech, and made 
JVorii to fignify nothing ; that the greatcft 
Part of the Converfation of Mankind is little 
elfe but driving* a Trade of Diffimulation ; 
infomuch that it would make a Man hear- 
tily fick and weary of the World, to fee the 
little Sincerity that is in Ufe and Pradicc 
in it. 

Amongil too many other Inftances of the 
great Corruption and Degeneracy of the Age 
wherein we live, the general fFant of Sin- 
cerity in Converfatibn is none of the lead. 
The World is grown fo full of DiJJimula' 
tion and Compliments^ that Mens IVords are 
hardly any Signification of thtiv Thoughts: 
That generous /«/<?fn/y of Nature, and //(?- 
«^^ of Difpofition, which always argues 
true Greatnefs of Mind, and is ufually ac- 
compained with undaunted Courage and ^/- 
folutiony is in a great meafure lolt among us. 
In Truth,i it is hard to fay, whether it 
Ihould more provgke our Contemfty or our 
Pi/y, to hear wh^t folemn Expreffions of 
'RefpeSl and Ktndnefs will pafs between Men, 
almoft upon no Occafion ; bow great //b- 
tiour and Efteem ' they will declare for one 
whom perhaps they never faw before ; and 
how entirely they are all on the fudden de- 
voted to his Service and Intereft for no Rca- 
fon 5 how infinitely and eternally oil^ed to 

hin). 
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him, for no Benefit j and how extremely 
they will be concerned aj?d ^i^ed for him 
too, for no Caufc ! I know ic is fajd in Jufti- 
fication of diis hollow Kind pf ConverfatioQ, 
that there is no real f^rm^ no Deceit j in 
Complitnjent ; bi^ the Matter is well enough 
fi long as we underjhnd qnje another \ Verh 
valent ut Nummiy is now the Philofophy •, 
Words are like Money^ and when the cur- 
rent Valyc of ihem is gPAysJly uoderftood, 
no Man is cheated by them. How wplike 
is this to the Notions of Antiquity, and 
iK)w repugnant to the X^nor of. this Moral, 

CT» Ao)<^ \py>k (Dnoi zjap^ ring tf-&)^f«y6r«f^** 

TfTZTtiri^ckiyThaf wife Men take Words for tk 
^bado'i^s of Things. Indeed, Words tio^'^- 
days are Shadows j but fijch as have no Rela- 
tion to the Subftance, 

There is fo much Mifchief snd Mean- 
nefs in the Praftice of F^^AW, that, me- 
thinkSi we fliould h^te it above all Things 
Lying in Difcpurle is ^ Difagreement b^ 
.tweea th^ Speech 2Ltid the Mind of the^Speaker. 
When one Thing is declared, and another 
meant, and Words are pQ Imagp of^ugbtSf 
it makes the Marh of Speech infignificant, 
.and the Mmning of qne Man uointelligible 
to another ? This is a Breach of tlie Article of 
Commerce, and an Invafion upon the Funr 
damental Rights of 5(^nV/y. Words, as far 
4s they reach, are defvgned for Windows to 

the 
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the fireaft^ iljieir Bufinefs is to let in th^ 
Lkht, an4 m^ke.the Mind tranfpar^nr. 

St. j9^iH, in decifive Language, pro- 
n(Huice^ fbat no Lye is, of the Truth: Some 
p^tnmf nt^tora wauld have this rdat? plain- 
ly ^ fyl^ Pontine \ but St. 4^guftine ha? 
^ a ^x^ Stirefs qpw this rlace, and 
ponilrues it to a gener^ Precept ^gab^ 
^JV^«f • Upon this Gxound be cpncludes. alji 
^Ufyt Deviations from 3V^ i^ijuftiBable. 
All Ly/ss muft be Breaches upon the Pivine 
Law, and Stretches of Iniquity 5 and t;o af- 
firm Xyi/;^ warrantable in any Cafe* is, up- 
PO the Matter, to, maintain that fome Sorts 
of Injuflke are ;«/?. The fame Father quoir 
ed is of Opinion^ That when one Thing // 
fai^ and another meantj. with an Intentiop 
to deceive, that Expre(Eon is a dtreii Lye^ 
Xk'^ cuts off the DoArine of Equivocation^ 
which is ^ principle that allows thp Ufe of 
g^fxfbigtfofis Ipxpreflion? j aqd thus thp Hearer 
tjtV;^ tli?m in one Scnie, s^nd the Sj^eahr in 
.^Qptl^r, Wh^ an Expedient is here fovmd 
4?r Aiding from, the Ttufb^ and not coming 
within the Verge of a ^^ye^ as they fuppofe? 
and hpw arc dieii? Equivocations furthered 
ijvitfa another Fitct of iSofhiftryy called Menr 
MlRefervcUions^ a Man may fw^ar) accord- 
;ing to the Tenets of thefe Cafuijis^ that hd 
never did a Thing which he had certably 
doiiie^ if hg has but the pilcrctipn to keep 

thefe 
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thefe Prcvifo*^ ift his Mind, that he did not 
do it fuch a Day, or before he was bom t 
or by refcrving to himfclf fome other re- 
fembling Circumftance, which can never 
be difcovered by the Language of his Dif- 
courfe. What a Latitude is this for down- 
right Lyings and JPerjury 'to boot ? what a 
Contrivance to undermine, the Foundarions 
oi Truths and eradicate the very Eflcnccof 
Sinderily! I am fo far from allowing thcfe 
Referves and pernicious Dijguijisy that I am 
of Opinion a Man*s Countenance may be urti 
trucy as well as \\\%. tongue. When the Signs 
of AfBrmarion or Denying, of Aflent or 
Refulal, of Plcafure pr Difl.ike, appear 
counter to our Thoughts ; this is hanging 
out falfe Colours: ^Tis being one Thing 
without y and another within. A^Mute may 
be guilty of this Sin ; for a M^an xnij foint 
or look a Lye^ as well asjpeak one. 

The Confequences of Lying arc of a fa- 
tal Nature, and ftrike deep : To wave infift- 
ing on the Injury it does our Souls in our 
future Being J it is a Quality deftruftive to 
Society. Truth is theB^nd of Union, and 
the Bafisof human Happinels. Without 
this Virtue, there is no Reliance upon La^' 
guagey no Confidence in friend/hip, no Sectr- 
*rity in Promifis and Oaths. If there was 
nothing but Ambiguity and Atnbuft in 
Words 5 if they were made ufe of only to 

cop- 
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conceal Frauds to evade Juftice^ ond over' 
reach the Unwary ; what Fears zn^Jealoufies^ 
what Diftance artd Difregard, what Diftruft 
and Averfion, muft fuch Practice produce? 
Nobody can clofe with a Lyar ; there is Dan- 
ger in the Correfpondence; and more than 
that, we naturally hate thofe who make it 
their BuHnefs to deceive us. In Ihort, a Lyar 
is a public Nuifance; He difheartens Belief^ 
makes Reality fufpefted, and one honcft 
Man a Stranger to another. For the Bufi- 
nefe of Lyirjg is unfritfndJy in the Defign j 
there is commonly Circumvention Vit the Bot- 
tom. Now what can be more unjuft and 
ungenerous, than to play upon the Belief 
of a harmlefs Pcrfon ; to make him fmart 
for his good Opinion, and fare the worfc 
for thinking me an btmeft Man. 

It is befides a mean and a cowardly Qua- 
lity : *Tis altogether unbecoming a Pcrfon 
of Honour. Jrijiotle lays it down for a 
Maxim, That a brave Man is clear in bis 
Bifcourpy and keeps clofe to Truth: And 
Plutarch calls Lying the Vice of a Slave. The 
Honour of a Chriftian's Profeflion ties him 
to Sincerity and good Faith ; he cannot be 
guiky of Lying without remarkable Mean- 
nefsj without wronging his Relation, and 
putting ill Ufage upon this Charafter. A 
Lyar afFcfts Darknefs and Difguife ; he has 
not Courage enough to face the Light, to 

report 
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jcpQTt h^ Pr3(5Hce, anddfrcoverthei^ 
ij of the Cafe. 

It is ufually a leadmg Mifchief ; 'tis a &(- 
tUc principle, ai»d contains the Seeds of v^ 
jiaqs Produdions 5 'tis ;he Prologue to ?(i 
AvahzppyCfU^ropbe^ and oftentimes the firil 
ill Quality a Sinner kts up widi. *Tis fel- 
^dam ^ JblUwy f^ce^ or a barren Misfomin^. 
How often do wie fee People advance frw 
^^tf^ to Stealings and from 72?^/ to Mr- 
Jer? Nor need we much wonder ^ the 
.Prc^Fcfs of Wjckedneis wider fuch El^ 
,^:ourajgement: He that makes no Coqfcicnce 
of a Ly^9 is mightily in Danger of farthss 
;Lengthp^: They pr^fume ftr^ngcly ppontftc 
::iVdi^apts^e of Cc^eaJincnt, they think they 
.Jhave Gjge\ Ring^ and areipviftt>k W^^^ 
Body ; and ;)k^ ^rded they taj^c tbqr 
Mb^rty^ wd^^n^pveastheypkafe. 
f Mr. ^^^ ip bis Treatife of ^dn^afionj fajs 
rwell, ThfW^ Zi)^*^ ^-J-jS ^^^y ^M cbc^ 4 Ca- 

' verfor t^yt Mffi^rriage^ and fa much in Rf/^ 

amqngft all Sorts of People^ tb(^t a Child ($» 

hardly avpi4 ohferviffg the life is made cf '^^ 

^altlQccaftoHS^ wdfocanfcar^ehe'kip'i witl^i 

jreat Care^ from getting into it. 3ut it is fo ilia 

. Quality » and the Modicr pf fo many ill cm 

that (pawn frpm it, and take IheUor yndcr it, 

that a Child (hpuid be brou^ up in tic 

greatieft Abhorenqf of it ioiaginaWe. I^ 

. i^ipHJd bp always (wh^n oc<;*lM>ftalIy it COflW* 

to 
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jtabo n[ia\t^oi^). fpcxke pf Wbi^ him with 
j^exitpi^ffl jpe;tcfl:^tiQn, as a Quality ib wholljr 
ifeqoiififtent with the Name and Charader 
f4 a G^nfleman^ that no body pf.a^jy Ci^cdit 
^r^ bear the Imputation a a Z^ j a Mart: 
that is judgM the utfnoft Bifgrace^ which 
^bafes a Man to the Joweft Degree of 9 
P)?imcful I^mnefsy and ranks him with tbp 
.ncK^ contemptible Part pf Mankind, and tl|e 
abhorred Rajcality ; and is not to be endur,- 
pd in any one ivho wpuld converfe with Peor 
pie of Conditiop, or have ^ny EJhem or Re^ 
fetation in the World, 

ff^en the Bifguije is broken tj^rgugh^ an4 
the Lyar expofed^he makes an untoward Figure^ 
fays y[x. Collier. Now this Mprtificafion 
ftequ^ntly. l^ppen$ : Lying is a yery . h^ 
fardous Und^taking ; rfipre is Danger js^r 
najdCt in .every Step, and the ground is sif 
ftoyqw a? the ?^an : How many Ways arf 
^e JO dr^^w the Cprtain, and fjifcover th? 
Scene ? Surprize and Slips pf Memory, Ig- 
norance pf the Subjeia, Starts of Paffion, 
9F une3^pe<aed Company i any Enxergency, 
V^Y unfortunate Turn of this Kind, ij 
eaoug^i tp unjnaflc thq Z->'^r, and drag thf 
^^oftnre into Light. In Ihort, when a Lyar 
i* difcoycred, his Credit is bjown up *, he 
is difahled for his Fun&ion, and his Bufir 
Aefs is at an End. Whatfoever Convenience 
^y b^ thought to be in Faljhood and D/^- 

mulation^ 
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mulationi it is foon over ; but the Incowoe* 
niency of it is perpetual, becaufc it brings 
a Man under an evcrlafting Jealoufy and 
Sufpicion ; fo that he is not believed when 
he ipcaks Troth ; nor trufted, when perhaps 
he means honeftly : When a Man hath once 
forfeited the Reputation of his Integrity^ hC- 
is fet faft, and nothing will then ferve his 
Turn, neither ^ruth nor Faljhood. No f^ 
rious -///>, no Solemnity of Promife^ no 
Strength o^ Jffeveration^ will procure him 
any Belief : His Capacity muft fleep, his 
Parts lie upon his Hands, and he will find 
himfclf good fur a great many Things to 
little Purpofc. 

Lying is moreover a Charafter of Con- 
tempt : It throws a Man out of Confidera- 
tion, makes him \oo\cpaltry and Hltle, and 
forfeit the Regard which would otherwifc 
belong to him. Well may it fubjeft us to 
Contempt and DeteftalioHy when it is the 
diftinguifhing Charadleriftic of thePrince 
of Demons. What is it hut falfe Suggcfti- 
ons, wrong Reafoning, and deceitful Colours, 
which give Force to his ^Temptations^ and 
bring Mankind within his Power ; There- 
fore thofe who make ufe of Falfboody and 
manage by the fame Meafures, muft be 
reckoned in his Intertft ; by playing the 
fame Q^ialicies upon their Neighbours, they 

imitAti 
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imitate his Temper, applaud his Gonduft, 
and advance his Kingdom. 

Are not thefe Confequehces, and igno- 
minious Marks of Lyings fufficient to make 
Men deteft and forfake it ? And if we look 
into its Oppofite, Sincerity^ we fhall find it 
has Charms which ought to engage the 
whole World to its Service. There is 
fomething very fublime, though- very fanci- 
ful, in Pinto's Defcription of the Supreme 
Beings That Truth is his Body^ and Light bis 
Shadow. According to this Definition, 
there is nothing fo contradiSory to his Na- 
ture, as Error and Faljhood. Tht Platonijis 
had fo juft a Notion of the Almighty's 
Averfion to evjery Thing wWch is fal/e and 
erroneous^ that they lcok*d upon Truth a$ no 
lefe neceffary than Virtue^ to qualify an hu- 
man Soul for the Enjoyment of a feparate 
State. 

Truth and Reality (fays a learned Arch- 
hi/hop of our Church) have all the Advan- 
tages of Appearance^ and many more. If the 
Shew of any Thing be good for any Thing, 
1 am fure Sincerity is better : For why does 
any Man dijfemble^ or feem to be that which 
he is not, but becaufe he thinks it good to 
have fuch a Quality as he pretends to ? For 
to counterfeit and dijfemhle^ is to put on the 
Appearance of fome real Excellence. Now, 
the beft Way in the World for a Man to 

feem. 
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ftem robe any Thing, is reklly t& he tt^iM 
would Jiem to be. Befides thkt, it b rtarif 
Times as ttoubtefortie to make goixithc 
Pretence of a go6d Quality as to have it ;' 
^nd if a Man have it not, it is ten to one 
but he \i difcbvered to Want it ; ahd dicof 
all hi^ Paitti and Labdar*to7fe^t6 haVe tti 
ai-e loft. 

It it Is hard to pferibnate and aft a Part 
long ; fot whert Truth is nOr at tft Bottonr,- 
Nature will always be' endeavouring to re- 
turn, and will peip out and betrays hcrlHf 
one Time or other. Thefefore, if any Maa 
think it convenient to feefn goody let him bi 
fo indeed ; and then his Goodnefs will appear 
tb tvety Body's Satisfaftion : Sothatupon 
all Accounts, Sincerity is tru^ Wifdam . Par- 
ticular! y, as to the Affair^ of this fP^vrld^ Irr- 
fegrity hath many Advantages over all the 
fine and artificial Ways of DiffimulcU'm 
arid Deceit ; it is' much tht flainet and eajiery 
much the fafef and piore fectire'Wtcy of deal-' 
ing in the World : It has lefs of Troafafe 
and Difficulty, of Entanglement and Per- 
plexity, of Danger arid Hazard in it : It 
is the ihorteft and neareft Way to our £«i, 
carrying us thither in a ftraight Linc^ 
and will hold out ahd laft loftgcft. The 
Arts of Deceit and Cunning do continu- 
ally grow weaker, and lefs efleaual, or fer-- 
viceable to therfi that ufc them ; Whereas 

Integrity 
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hlegrity gams Strdlgth by Ufc ; and the 
more and longer any Man* pradtifeth in ir, 
the greater Seivice it does him, by confirm- 
ing his Reputation^ and encouraging thofe' 
^th whom he hath to do, to repofe thef 
grcateft Troft and Confidence* in him i 
vftich is an unlpeakable Advantage in ther 
Affairs and fifafinefi of Life. 

frutb is always cortfiftent with itfelf, and- 
needs notMng* to* help- ir our ; it is al- 
ways near at Hand, fits upon odr Lips, antf 
is ready 10 drop ont before we are aware : 
Whereas a Lye is troublefome, and fets a" 
Man's Invention on* thp Rack, and one 
Trick needs- a great many more to make it 
gdod. It is like buildhig' upofn' a falfe 
Foundation, which' continually ftartds in' 
need' of Pncrpj to fltore if up*, and proves at 
laft more chargeable, than to* have raifed a* 
fobftantial Building atfirft upon a true and 
folid Foundation r For Sincerity is firrti and 
fubftantial, and there is* nothing hollow and 
unfound in it 5 and becaufe it is plaih and 
6pen, fears no' Difc(Mfy : Of which the. 
cfafty Man is always in Danger ; and when 
he thinks he Walks' in the Dark, all his Pre- 
tences are' fo trartfpiirenr, that he that nins 
hiuy read thertr : He is^ the laft Man that 
finds himfelf to tte found oufj and whilft he 
takes it for granted, that he malies Fools of 
dtbct^s^ he rendersr blmfelf ridiculous. 
' ' Add 
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. Add to thb, that Sincerity is the moft com- 
dendious fVifdom ; and an excellent Inftru- 
ment for the fpeedy Difpatch of Bufinefs : It 
creates Confidence in thofc we have to deal 
\vith, faves the Labour of many Enquiries, 
a/id brings Things to an Iffuein a fewWords. 
It is like travelling in a plain beaten Road, 
which commonly brings a Man foonertobis 
Journey's End than By- Ways, in whichMen 
often lofc themfelvcs. There is a fine and po- 
eticalCommendationof Truth in the Book of 
Efdras. All the Earth cdleibfor Truth, and 
the Heaven blejfetb it ; and all Things are 
Jhaken and tremble ; neither is there any unjuji 
Thing with it. Truth doth.abide, and isftrong 
for ever^ and live th and r eigne th for ever ad 
ever^ fPlth her, there is no receiving of Perfons, 
nor Difference : But fhe doth the Things which I 
are jufty and abjlaineth from uftjufl andwicM 
Things 'y and all Men favour her fVorks. Nei- 
ther is there any unjuji Thing in her Juds; 
ment \ and fhe is the Strength and the Kif^S' 
doniy and the Power, and Majefly of all Ai^s* 
, To conclude. We ought to keep our i^^' 
vate Life unexceptionable, to difcharge the 
Bufineft of our Station,, and be in a Condi- 
tion to anfwer a fair. Queftion without 
{training Truth. Innocence is without -^'"^ » 
and thofe that are true in Life, 2iTetrve 
in Language. A Man thoroughly boncft» 
has fcldom an Occafion for Xyi/{f . ^^^^ 
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but keeps up to the Meafures of Honour^ 
and the Limits of Modefty : If we curb our 
Vanity J and difmifs our Pridej our Truth 
and Sincerity will be prefervM at an eafy 
Rate, and neither our Charafter lie at Stake,' 
nor our Names be recorded in the Regiftcr 
of Contempt. 
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JI^I^ and Humour are two Qualities 
which recommend fo highly in Con- 
verfation, that there arc not two Men in 
three to be met with, who do not pretend 
to the one or the other of them : And yet 
their Pretences, ferioufly examined, arc ei- 
ther founded on Impudence or AffeUatm, 

Nothing is {o much admir*d, or fo little 
underftood, as Wit ; ho Author, that I know 
of, has written profeffedly upon it, and as 
for thofe who make any Mcntioa of it ; they 
only treat on the Subjed as it has accident* 
ally fallen in their Way ; and that too, in 
little fliort Refle£lionSj or in general decla- 
matory Flourijhes^ without entering into the 
Bottom of the Matter. There is nothing 
more certain, than that every Man would 
be a Wit^ if he could ; but many are difap- 
pointed by Nature, and more by wrong Ap- 
prehenfions of the Thing they fct up for. 

mi 
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PHl (faith the late Bifliop of Rjfchefter^ 
in his elegant Sermon againft the Scorner) 
as it implies a certain uncommon Reach and 
Vivacity of Thought^ is an excellent Talent.^ 
very fit to be emplofd in the Search of^ruth^ 
and very capable of affifting to difcern and 
embrace it. I am afraid, very few are 
ambitious of this Sort of /^/, or fond of 
applying the little Stock they pretend to, 
in Dijquijitions of this Kind. They ra- 
ther exercife it in Railleries on Company, 
in Flaffaes of Merriment^ or fuch trivial 
Operations, as difgrace and degrade the 
EJfence pi it. I am wholly of Opinion with 
a polite Author, That good Nature is more 
agreeable in Converfation than ff^t, and gives 
a certain Air to the Countenance^ which is 
more amiable than Beauty. It fhews Virtue 
in the faireft Light, takes off in fome mea- 
fure from the Deformity of Vice^ and makes 
even Folly and Impertinence fupportable. It 
is grown almoft into a Maxim, That Good' 
mtur^d Men, a^e not always Men of the 
tnoft fVit. ^Tis pity this Obfervation fliould 
have any Foundation in Nature : And J 
take It to have ijprung from the following 
Ifleafons : Ftfili Becaufe Bl-nature^ atnong 
ordinary Obfervers, paffes for fVit: A 
fpiteftil Sayir^ gratifies fo many little Paffi* 
ens in thofc who hear it, that it generally 
meets with a good Reception : The Laugh 
L 2 rifcs 
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riles upon it ; and the Man who utters it» 
is lookM upcMi as a (hrewd Satyrifi. Ajkj- 
ther Reafon why the Good-natured Man may 
fometimes bring his JVit in Qaeftion, is, 
perhaps, becaufe he is ape to be raov*d with 
Companion forthofe Misfortunes or Infirm- 
ities which another would turn into Ridi- 
cule^ and by that Means gain the Reputa- 
tion of a IVit \ the ill-natured Man, though 
but of equal Parts, gives himfelf a larger 
Field, to expatiate in •, he expofes thofc 
Failings In human Nature, which the other 
would call a Veil over ; laughs at Vices, 
which the other either excufes or conceals \ 
gives Utterance to Refledtions which the 
other Jlifles*9 falls indifFerentlytipon Friends 
or Enemies ; expofes the Perfon who has 
obliged him -, and, in (hort, fticks at no- 
thing that may eftablilh his Character of a 
IFit. It is no Wonder, therefore, .he fuc- 
ceeds in it better than a Man of Humanity *, 
as a Perfon who makes ufe of indiredt Me- 
thods, is more likely to grow ricb^ than the 
fair Trader. Thefe People are the more 
dreadful, the more they have of what is 
ufually called^/; For a lively Imagination^ 
when it is not governed by a good Under- 
ftanding, makes fuch milerable Havock 
both in Converfation and Bufmefsj that it 
lays you defencelcfs, and fearful to throw 
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the leaft Word in its Way that niay give it 
new Matter for Inveteracy. 

What a mifcrable Ambition is it in your 
empty Pretenders to .Excellence, that to 
carry on their Defign, they muft break 
through all Things that other People hold 
facred ! Religion and Morality are the To- 
pics of Ridicule ; and all they aim at, is to 
bring them, as they think, into Coniempi' 
and Raillery. If they thought IFil was no 
way to be ufed, but to the Advantage of 
Society, this Sprightlinefs and OJlentaticn 
would have a new Turn •, and the World 
would expect what they are going to fay, 
with SatisfaSlion^ inftead of />jr ; In fhorr. 
Wit is laudable in the Man who pcfleflcs it 
only for the juft Application of it. A bright 
Imagination^ while it is fubfervient to an 
honeft and noble Souly is a Faculty which 
makes a Man juftly admir'd by Mankind, 
And fumiflies him with Refleftions upon his 
own Actions ; which adds Delicatcs to the 
Feaft of a good Confcience. But when fVit 
defcends to wait upon fenfual Pleafures, or 
promote thebafe Purpofcs of any Paflion, it ^ 
is then to be contemned in Proportion to 
its Excellence. 

I do not know any thing which gives 
greater Difturbance -to Converfation, than 
the falfe Notion' fomc People have of Raille- 
ry. It ought certainly to be the firft Point 
L 3 to 
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to be. aim'd at in Society, to gain the Good-' 
will of thofe with whom you converfe. The 
Way to that is, to fhcw you are well inclined 
towards them. What then can be more, 
abfurd, then to fet up for being extremely 
Jharp and bUingj as the Term is, in your 
Expreflions to your Familiars. To rally 
well, it is abfolutely neceflary, that ISnd- 
tjefs muft run through all you fay, and you 
muft ever preferve the Charafter of a Friend^ 
10 fupport your Pretenfions to be free with- 
a Man. It is really monftrous to fee how 
unaccountably it prevails among Men to 
take the Liberty of difpleafing each other.. 
One would think fometimes, that the Con^ 
tention is, who (hall be moft difagreeahk\ 
when, if you enquire into the Reafon, it is 
only done for Exercife offFU. The Free- 
doms of the Pen are much more pernicious 
and (hocking than extempore Liberties, 
There is nothing that more betrays a bafe- 
ungenerous Spirit, than the giving of fecret 
Stabs to a Man's Reputation. Lampoons 
and Satires J that arc written with fVit and 
Spirit^i are like poifon'd Darts, which nofc 
only inflift a Wound, but make it incura- 
ble. Humour and Ridicule^ in the Poflcfiioa 
of an ill-natured Man, are dangerous Quali* 
fications. But if, befides the At:compIi(h- 
ments of being witty and iU-natni^d^ the 
Man is vicious into the Bargain^ he is one of 
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Ae moft mifthicvoiis Creatures, that can 
enter into a civil Society. So pcrnicioas a 
Thing is IVti^ when it is not tempered with 
Virtue and Humanity. 

As, therefore, it fuflfcrs by the Mixture 
of an invidious Charaftcr, fo likewife it is 
often obferv'd, that fPy in an tng^niotts Man 
is tumM into Abfurdity, by the meer Force 
oi Affelfation. When a Man appears dili* 
gent to do Juftice to his fine Parts, when his 
Imagination is on the Stretch, to find out 
fomething uncommon, when you fee him 
look about for Applaufe^ difcoVer aft itching 
Inclination to be commended^ and lay Traps 
for a little Incenfc, even from xhofe whofe 
Opinion he values in nothing but his own. 
Favour, how do we condemn and defpife 
the Artifice ? How meanly do we think of 
his Qualifications ? And what Diftaftes do 
We take from aflbming the Quality ? 

A great deal of hire^ and a more than 
Qrdinary Ap^icatvm to Studies, fometimes 
gives Mens Converfation a particular ^urn^ 
and they fparkic out mxofalfi fFit. They 
are like young Trees ihooting out into Blof* 
foms before their Time ; and, as Lapwings^ 
that go from under the Wing of their Dam 
^ith the Sheli on their Heads, they run wild, 
True Wit cm never dwell with Extravagance^ 
but mvSi always border on the Confines of 
Judgment, If fVit is to be mtcalured by the 
L 4 Circum- 
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Circumftanccs of Time and Plac?, there is 
no Man has generally fo little of that Ta- 
lent, as he who is a Wit by Profeffion : 
What he fays, inftead of rifing from the 
Occafion, has an Occafion invented to bring 
it in. Thus he is new for no other Reafon, 
than that he talks like no body elie ; but has 
taken up a Method of his own, without 
Commerce or Dialogue with other People. , 
Mr. Locke has an admirable Reflexion 
upon the Difference of fVit and Judgment 5 
whereby he endeavours to (hew the Reafon 
why they are not always the Talents of the 
fame Perfon. His Words are as follow : 
And hence ^ ferbapSy may he given feme Rea- 
fon of that common Obfervation^ that Men 
who have a great deal of Wit and prompt 
Memories^ have not always the clearejl Judg^ 
tnenty or deepeft Reafon : For Wit lying moji 
in the Affemhlage of Ideas^ and putting tbofe 
together with ^icknefs and Variety y wherein 
can be found any Refemblance or Congruity^. 
thereby to make lippleafant Pictures and agree- 
able Viftons in the Fancy. Judgment^ on the, 
contrary y lies quite on the other Side ; infepa^ 
rating carefully ^ one from another^ Ideas 
wherein can be found the leajl Difference^ 
thereby to avoid being mijled by Similitude^ and 
by Affinity y to take one Thing for another. 
This is a Way of proceeding quite contrary to 
Metaphor and Allufton ; wherein^ for the mofi 
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fart^ lies that Ef^ertainment and Pleafantry 
iff JVit^ which ftrikes fo lively on the Fancy ^ 
and is therefore Jo acceptable to all People. 

This Definition of fVit and Judgment 
muft be acknowledged to be very Philofo- 
phical 5 but ftill it gives us a juft Idea how 
far our Wit may go, and keep its Quality ; 
and how eflential Judgment is to its Regu- 
lation. I Ihall purfue this Theme no fur- 
ther than in a few fupplemental Rules, for 
the Ufe and Application^ of our Wit in Com- 
pany : We iliould endeavour to wear out 
the Vein of Pedantry and Affectation^ to 
have our Senfe efteem*d to its Merit : We 
Ihould check in ourfelves all Vanities of glit- 
tering on the Imagination of another with the 
Luftre of our Parts \ we Ihould learn to 
think with the Wife, but talk with the Vul- 
gar •, ^o keep our- JuUime Notions to our* 
felves, and converfe in the common receiv- 
ed Sentiments of Mankind: To believe, 
that though nothing fo much gains upon the 
Affedtions as extempore Eloquence ^ yet that 
we very rarely meet with any who excel in 
it ; that if we refolve to pleafe, \l?e fhould 
never fpeak, to gVatify any particular Vanity 
and Pajfton of our own, but always with a 
Defign either to divert or inform the Com- 
pany : That we fhould talk extremely little 
of ourfelves^ to avoid putting on an Air of 
WiJdQm by fpcaking in Proverbs^ Or deciding 
L, 5 Contro- 
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Concroverfies with ibort Smentes ^ and to 
take care to be fometime$ filetit, on a Sulv 
je6l where every one is fittisfyM i*e ccidd 
fpeak well •, for by this, we Ihall often be 
thought no lefs knowing in other Matters^ 
where, perhaps, we are wholly i^<H'aat, 
The Obfervation of thefe few iJtt&t, I am 
fatisfied, wili fecure rtal tl^tt from Odiums 
and eftabliih the Reputation 6f an Imagifuay 
ene^ where CanduSt alone conceak Ftdfy. 

Now, as all the World, more or Icfi, as 
I have before ohferv'd, are Pretenders to 
Wii. fo every one is ambitious of putting 
in his Claim to a Share of Humour It is, 
indeed, much eafier to defcribe what is not 
Humour^ than whac it is; and very difficult 
to define it otherwife than Cowley has 
done fVii^ by Negatives, Amortjg all Kinds 
of fTritif^j there b none in \rhich AuAon 
arc more apt to mifcarry, than m Works 
of Humour \ as there are mme in which thtf 
are more ambitious to exoeL It b not an 
Imagination that teems with Mongers, an 
Head that is filled with extravagant Con* 
ceptions, that furn^ out Produdions of 
Humour ; fo neither are unreafonable Dii^ 
torticMis of the Countenance, whimficai 
Gefticulations of the Body, and an abfurd 
Sec of furprizing and inoongnious Notkms, 
to be ettccm'd fuck in Convcrfation. 

Digitized by Google 



Wit ^^/ Humour. 227 
'frue Humour ixnjft always lie landcr the 
Clicck of Reajbn 5 and h requires the Di- 
reftion. of the niceji Judgment^ by fo much 
die more as it indulges itfclf in the moft 
boondlels Freedoms. In ffiort^ it muft con- 
fift in a Pleafantry deriv'd from Nature •, in 
Ttvatity and Mirth mthout - ^effation^ 
bounded by Truths and fopportcd by good 
Senje. For this Rcafon, a Coxcomb can 
never arrive to an Httmourifl; : He may give 
himfrff aukward and ftrain'd ^>j, run into a 
.Length of Oddities in Behaviour, and pre- 
tend to be obftinatc in fome particulars ; yet 
cannot go out of his own Charafter, It is 
a very juft and a common Obfcrvarion upon 
the Natives of this Ifland, that m their dif- 
ferent Degrees, and in theirfeveral ProftfR- 
ons and Etnplpyments, they abound as 
much, and, perhaps, more, in gotrd Senfi^ 
than any People ; and yet, at the fame Time, 
there is fcarce an Englijhman^ of any Life 
and Spirit^ that has not fome odd Caji of 
^bought ^ forx original Humour y thatdiftin- 
guifhes him^ from his Neighbour. This 
national Mark is vifible amoog us in every 
Rank and Degree of Men, from the Per- 
fons of the firft Quality and politeft Senfc, 
down to the rudeft and moii ignorant of the 
People. Every Mechanic has a particular 
Cafi of Hca4% and Turn of Wit^ or fome 
Wcommon JVhim^ as a Charafteriftic that 
L 6 diftinguiihcs 
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di(lingui(hes him from others of his Trade^ 
as well as. from the Multitudes that are upoa 
a Level with him. 

I confefs, by an agreeable SingularUy of 
Temperj we may furnifh out a perpetual 
Change of ETttertatnment to ourfel ves, and 
diverfify all our Converfatjons with a Va- 
riety of Mirth \ but as I would have a Gen^ 
tleman not too confcious of his/jTi/, fo neither 
would I have \{im fir ain too hard in Purfuit 
of Humour. It often throws People unawares 
into a Form of Buffoonery^ and runs them 
into an habitual Carriage, that favours of 
Pedantry and Jffeiiation. We fhould rather 
be content to follow Nature, and be guided 
by Senfe, than endeavour to entertain at the 
Expence of our Charafters ; and chufe to 
be confidered as Men of found Reafon^ rather 
than be counted Prodigies of Humour. 
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TH E R E are many Intemperances 
which wc fall into in the Courfc of 
our Lives, as it were, without Dcfign, 
through Complaifance, or the Importuni- 
ties of C^/»p^»)^: Of thisSprt, principally is 
Drinking. We are generally initiated into 
the Science, before the Liquor is in the leait 
palatable: But we confent to difoblige our 
Tafte merely in Compliance, 'till by the 
baUtual Obfequioufnefs, we grow to a Re^ 
lijh of the Lf^xuryj and then continue the 
Dehaucb by Inclination. 

A Method of Jptnding one's Tme agree^ 
ahly is a Thing fo little ftudied, th$j: the 
common Amufemcnt of our young Gentle^ 
men^ is Drinking. This W^ly of JEntertain- 
ment. has Cuftom of its Side; but as much 
as it has prevailed, I believe, there have 
been very few Companies, that have been 
guilty of Excefs thi? Way, where there 
have not happened more Accidents which 

make 
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make againft, than for the Continuance 

It is impc^ble to lay down any dsUT" 
hirnate Rute for Temperance ^ becaufe what is 
Luxury in one, may he Temperance in ano* 
thcr : Buf there are few of common. Reafop 
yriio are not Jucjges of their own Conjtitn^ 
tionSy fo far as to know what Proportions 
do beft agree with them. Were I to pre- 
rcribe a Rule for DHnkin^^ it fliould be 
form'd upon a Sajnng qooted by Sit Wil- 
liam Temple : 'Tbejir^ Giafs fir myjif^ 
the fevondfor my Friends^ 4he f bird for goed^ 
Humour y and the feurtb for my Bne^nkf. 
To go further into Antiquity for a KkI^ 
Plutarch tells us, it was the Advice of 5^ 
crates^ to beware (f fncb Meats as perfma^ 
n Many though be he not hungry^ to eat 
them ; ami tk>fe Liquors that would pre'&aH 
kvitb a Man to drink thetn^ when be is nH 
tbirjiy. Temperance^ indeed^ is a grand 
Prefervative, which has diofe particular 
Advantages above all other Means <»f 
Health,^ that it may be pwwftifed by all 
Ranks and Conditions, at any Seafon, or in 
any Place. It is a kind tsf Regimen^ into 
'which every Man may puthimfi^, wi^oM 
Interruption of Bufinds, Expencc ef Mo- 
ney, or Lofs of Time. In a Word, if jSm^ 
trcije throws off Soperflijiti©, Temper^mee 
prevents them, gives Nature hcv full Play, 

and 
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Krfd ciiabks hbr to cxm Jierielf ih all tier 
/iw^tnd Vigour i 

Would wl^ not permit Dut&lvet td oon-* 
fider ^nnpenmu & a ci^^ ViriM^ and 
tisat every lljecedmg from tts Diftaots^ is 
t Siti ag»fift oar ^!s : Yet if %& wc^ 
ittly make the Lcji tf Cmfiiiutim a Caadon^ 
the a]^pai«Qt Il^ury ve do to oar Hrtzlths^ 
md tliHT Ridkuk aiidGonfefipences to wfaic^ 
Ehriety makes Mm obooxious, we ibould 
never fail into biamtiiunce in Drinkifjgk 
With all a Man^ Rlealbn and good SioSk 
tbotst him, his 'fm^ue is- mpt to mter 
Things out 6f meer Gaiety of Heart, 
which may Mfpkttfe his bdk Frirads, Who 
then woald tmft him&lf to the Power of 
Wiiie\ wtthoQt &ying more agakft it, than 
tittt it raifes the Ims^inoHmtj and deprejjet 
the Judjgment ?. Were there only thb fingle 
ConiQderatkxi, that v^ are kfs Mailers of 
t)urfehres when we drink m theicaft Propor- 
tion above the Exigjencics of Thh-ft ; I 
^y, were this all thk could be ohgcded, 
it were fuffident to mrake os abhor thb 
Vice. 

But die BjffeSs are of much nwre Fata- 
lity ; if we continue to gorge oorfelves witfi 
this Freedom, and dilate with fuch Pro^ 
fufton and I^emperance^ we feall find the 
fone of our Stomachs weakened, the Acids 
foiled, and otM'Difg:^^ good for nodmgt 

And 
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And when wc are once difabled in this 
Faculty, our Conjiitutioti' is undermined, 
and the Bufihefe commonly ends in Dr^^> 
or ConfumptiofL The Apothecary is perpe- 
tually employed to countermine the Cook 
and the Vintner. This Misfortune iit the 
firft Concodion ruins all 5 for, unlefs the 
Juices are well-prepared in the Stomachy the 
Blood and Sprits muft fuflfer of courfe, the 
Nerves and Mufcles relax, and the FunSions 
of Ufe lie by and languifh. How many 
young People do we fee mifcarry upon this 
Condud, and tire upon the Road, before 
the Journey is half reached? Men that 
made a promifing Appearance at firft, that 
fet forward with Genius and ImprffoemtnU 
have we not feen them metamorphole them* 
fclvcs at a ^avern^ drown their Tar^i ^" 
drink away their Shape to that Degree, as 
if the Witchcrafts of Circe had overtakcB 
them, and the m^^iV^/ Draught transformed 
them to Brutes : Yet as if this debapi v 
Humanity^ were a Duty, and as if it ^[^ 
pleafant to give way to fuch a Vilt^r^ 
Gentlemen too frequently invite ©n purpote 
to put the 0)mpany in this Condition. 
Now, if the Invitation was fent in a Let* 
ter, and the Truth fpoken out, fays Mr* 
Collier J it muft run in the Tenor following- 
*' Sir J if youpleafe to do me the Favour^ }^ 
*« dine with me^ I Jball do my heft todrtf* 
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^^ ytm out ef your Limis and Senfis^ to maki^ 
** yokfay a hundred filly things^ and play tb0 
^^ Fool to Purpofe^ if ever you did it in your 
** Life, jindj before we fart^ you Jball 
•' "fc well prepared to tumble off your Horfe, 
" to difoblige your Coacbj and make your 
" Family ft ck at the Sight of you: And all 
•* tbisy for an Opportunity of fhewingy with 
f* bow much Friendship and RefpeB^ I am 
" your humble Seryant.^* ^is^ fays he, is 
often- the plain English of an Entertain^ 
ment ; and though the Kindnefs may lookfcme* 
thing odly^ *tis the main Drift of the Matter \ 
the Point is purfued, and the Conqueji boafted. 
• It is a further Argument to the difceunte^: 
nancing this ugly Frailty^ that as he who 
drinks but little, is not Majier of himfelf, 
fo he who drinks much, is a Slave to him- 
felf. As for my Part, 1 ever efteemed a 
Drunkard^ of all vicious Perfons, the moji 
vicious: For, \f our ASlions are to be weighM 
and confidered according tp the Intention of 
them, what can we think of him who puts 
himfelf into a Circumftance wherein he can 
have no Ititention at all, but incapacitates 
himfelf for the Duties and Offices of Life, 
by a Sufpenfion of all his Faculties. If a 
Man confidered, that he cannot, tinder the 
C^preffion of JDmi, be a Friend^ a <jen^ 
tleman^ a MaJler^ or a SubjeSl \ that he ha? 
(b long baniflfd himfelf from all that is dear, 

and 
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*hd given up* all time is facitrf to bi», U 
Would eren then tbii>k of a Dihducb with 
Horror. But when bo looks ftill fiirther, and 
acknowledges, that he i» not only sxf tiled 
Goe of all the Relations of Life^ bur alfo 
liaWe to<?^rfagainft them all^ what Words 
cm expitfe th<f Terrer and IMefiatioff he 
woirld have of fiich a deteftablc Vioe ? And 
yet he owns all this of himfclf, who faysi 
he was dmnk lad: Night. 

There is not certainly an Animal apod 
the Face of the Earth more miferable ttiatt 
kSon This fFretib, Wke tlKiSalamanderi 
lives in the Midtt of F^e 5 his Blood and 
Spirih continually boUmg with the fumes of 
his former ExcfJ/is^ and receiving a frcft 
Supply from his preicnt Debaucheries. Hii 
Tifne is not meafur'd by the Day or H«r, 
but the Bottle j and all his jfrithmetic is, 
tt^bat is to pay ^ and bow much be has drunk: 
His Healthy his Fortune, -^nd everything 
clfe, is divided and fplit into Tavern BiUs} 
and Pints and ^t/mrts ftand at the Foot of 
every Account he makes up. 1 o behold 
one of tbcfe Creatures with a btoat^ Fm^ 
and a iit;afied Carcafe, by the Aid of a pa^- 
ralytical Hand, lifting up a Glafi to bii 
Head, that works all the while in the fame 
unequal Motion, is an Cftgeft of the utttM>ft 
4!oerfi(m and Contempt. But hi^Pieafitre h 
the Vanity of faying, He did ifot pH^ 
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T^rop of the precious Liqucr. Abfurd WfeUhl^ 
And yet, how many of this Clafs ane to be - 
met with, who work the Day, the Week, 
and Year round, without any Seafon of Reft 
or Relaxation. Thewbole Calindar is turn-- 
ed into Hc4uiaysmtk the JOrunJcard, and hf?k. 
Jubilee returns with every Sun that tifes. J»' 
it not a pretty DiverGon, for two rational 
Creatures to fit down to murder one another 
by Way of Pleafure^ and ftrive who^ftall 
go firft to the Gr^ve for the Imprpyement 
o( good FeUowJhip? • ' ' 

The Confequences I have yet rnention'd,! 
are fuch as ptculiarfy regard iht CimftUution 
of the Drunkard ; give me Leave to rc^ 
mark farther, That Intemperance is a daU'- 
gerous Companion; it throws People oft' their 
Guard ; betrays them to a great many Inde- 
cencies^ to ruinous Paffions^ to Difadvaniage 
in Fortune, makes them difcot^r Secrets^ 
drive fooiiJbSar^ain J 9 engage in Play^ and 
often ftagger from the Tavern to the Stewf^ 
I don't fay this is every Man's Cafe \ Ymta 
the Frequency of the Mifchief is fufficieac 
to fright you from the Pra&ice. By InSem^ 
ferancey Wcaknefe is difcovered, and ilt 
Humour improved. The Heat of Wine 
makes the Malice creep out, warms tha 
Snake^ and gives Vigour to the Po^oH.* 
What a M/hebaviouTy what Okir^e, how 
many Murders^ may wc lay to the Charge^, 
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of this Vice ? Did not Alexander kill him 
that favM his Life, and bum the fineft City 
in the World, in a drunken Fit? But we 
need not fetch our Proof thus far-, for 
there*s fcarcely any Ttme or Place^ but will 
afford us too much Evidence. Intemperancr 
puts a Man out of his own Power, makes 
his Folly ungovernable, and lays him at the 
Mercy of almoft every Accident. To be 
drunky "^itYi fomc Peq)le, is next to the 
firing a Train -, they break out in Flame and 
Thunder^ blow up the Houfe, and pcrifh in 
the Ruins. 

To be particular in the numerous Incon- 
veniences of this Fice^ were to grow prolix 
beyond Sufferance ; and it may be expeftcd, 
that I fhould allow fome Advantages rcfult- 
ing from a generous Liquor us'd with X^nt- 
perance. I^confefs I believe no Man drinks 
fVine to allay his ^rft : It feems to be de- 
fign'd for a loftier Indulgence of Nature \ 
for it Were hard to fuppofe that the Author 
of Nature^ who impofed upon \\tT NeceffiAts 
and Pains^ does not allow her her PU(i' 
Jiires V and we may reckon among the lat- 
ter, the moderate life of the Grape. If ^^ 
keep within certain Bounds in our Recre- 
ation, we do not only not forfeit the Title 
of being dur own Mafiers^ but even poffeft 
it in a much greater Degree : If a Man s 
cxpreffmg himfclf upon any Subjed, with 

0iorc 
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more Life and Vivacity^ more Variety of 
Ideas^ mort Copioufnefs^ more fluently^ and 
more to the Purpojiy afgues, that he thinks 
z\t2LXtT^fpeaks more ready, and with greater 
Qioice of comprehenfivc and figniEcant 
Therms ; it bears forcibly to the Advantage 
of this delicious Juice, in Cafes where it 
only heightens Converfation, and brings to 
light agreeable Talents, which otherwife 
would have lain concealed under the Op- 
preffion of an unjuft Modefty : Where it 
jerves to difcover the Brigbtnefs of the Mind^ 
and the Strength of Judgment^ and infpires 
a graceful and becoming ikfir/6: Where, I 
•fay, it awakens the Judgmentj quidcens 
Memory J ripens Underjtanding^ difperfes Me^ 
kncboly^ chears the Heart: In a Word, 
where it reftores the whole Man to himfelf 
and his Friends, without the lead Pain or 
Indifpofition 5. there it ajifwers the End of 
Providence. 

It is certainly a very agre^Ue Change^ 
when we fee a Glafs raife a lifelels Converr 
fation into all the Pleafures of ^/ and good 
Humour. While the Difcourfe improves in 
a well-chofen Company^ from the Additicm 
of Spirits^ which flow from moderate CupSj 
it mufl: be acknowledged, that leifure Time 
cannot be more agreeably, or, perhaps, more 
ufefully employed, than, at fuch Meetings. 
But there is a certain Prudence in this, and 

all 
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alitor Circoftiftiuioes whkh makes Rm 
w iVnmg \n *)*€ C€)iu]i# of ordinary Life. 
This Obfef ration has giym me Occafion 
ito r^eA opon titie iH Effects of a ^^JfiM^; 
MuUftyj which has jperhtps betrayed both 
^xes into as many Vices, as the moft^r^- 
dotfi In^denc^s and is ihe more inexcu- 
ikble to Reason, becaufe k a&s to gmtify 
4)diers, rather than icfelf, and is punifliM 
wirfi « kind Oti R^fMffe^ not only likeodKr 
TiciMs Hahits, when the Grime is over, but 
<€ven at the v«iy Time ^en it is committed. 
Nothing is more asHaible i\im true Mo^fij^ 
4ind nothing is more <!onteinf)^ft>le than the 
^fidfi. The one guards Viftue, the oAcr 
-b^r^s it, True Modefiy -is a&aiiied to do 
.any thing that is iiepugnant to die Rules d 
right Reafon : F^fi M9dejly is afliamed to 
do any thing that is oppoike to the tiummr 
4f .^C^mpmy. It-was the Saying of Bru- 
tus, as it is quoted by Plutar€by that/fe 
^P^rfon has hai^buiM Ut 'Education, ^bo 
4ms mt '^been tau^t t^ deny any thing. I have 
#e^ of iwi Eicamf)te of this i^nd, in a 
iinodeft young Gentleman^who being inritcd 
4o an Entertainment, tS^^ugh he was not 
^^ to di^nk, had not the Confidence to re- 
iufeliis6)afs^Hi hisTdirn; when on afuddcn 
the«ivew (o fluttered, that he took all the 
Xmi of ^eTabk in ^iis own Hands, abufed 
every one of the -Company , -and ^iHTg a Bo^ 

;■. tie 
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.tic at. Ae tGcMfeman^s Head tjbat ireat^^ 
lawi. If a CofnpUsnoe ^tbis Sort be d^ 
:£iuk]r, and if iv^ do not iajuce our Reafoa 
4iy ftich Compliance, then thejse is no fiicfa 
ihing as a JPidkr JMus in Naiure; no 
jy^^j^ chat can he accouoted vkioiis \ Mr 
have we ought to kss^^hx line Impuutionof 
Jbeting JUigakr. We maf fall in with the 
XpFrcBt* and Jet ourfeli^go 10 every A£ti^ 
jtm or Difcourie, howerer iia)ttftifiable in it^ 
ielf, £> it be b Vqgue and Reipeft pf the 
CooifAoy. What ridiculous Di^fidon m 
diis iff human Natune, ithatMcn iheuld nfcit 
be Aduhioed of ^eakifiig k asking in a ^^ 
hu-or imUm$l ^^sjm^9 but that oae who 
is in their Cosifany , ^ ihi^qld b^ aflxamed €if 
^v^eming biniieif by 'the Principles of ii^iki- 
Jbn and Viriue! How jnuch mone rauo^al 
0od conaoiendabk wouJd it be, to fpjlow the 
Pattern fet li^i by Xnm^hcmti? Thj« old 
Sage was fo far from letting a falfe Modefty 
lead him into Crimes or Indifcretions, that 
when he was upbraided, and called timorous^ 
becaufe he woiald not visottH^ his Money in 
a Game at^Dicei Icot^^s^ faid he, thai I 
am exceeding tkncrms ; /ar / dare not do an 
ill Thing. 

To conclude : Whenever we are terhpted 
to regale J we Ihouldarm ourfelves with Re* 
colleilionj and be always upon our Guard \ 
make a ftrong Refolution in our Defence \ 

that 
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that goes a great Way in moft Cafes, luct 
us have a Care of a weak Compliance^ and 
of being prepo&erouHy ^ood-nalur^d: Let us 
not be over-bome by Importunity ; never 
•fiirrender to a Jeft^nov make the Company 
Majiers of our Confcience ; but venture to 
be fo morofe, as to maintain the Reafon of 
Men, and the Innocence of Chriftians. *Tis 
lio Difgrace to be healthy in a common In- 
feftion : Singularity in Virtue and Difcreti- 
on, is a Commendation. Let us confider, 
befides the Advantages of Temperance^ how 
^ clean and unembarafs'd it keeps the Senfes, 
and makes them feize the Objeft widi more 
Keennefs and SadsfaAion : How it appean 
with Life in ihtFace^ and Decorum in the 
Perfon : How it gives us the Cbmmand of 
our Heads^ fecures our Health ; and, in a 
Word, preferves us in a Condition both 
for our Buftnefs and Recreatsans. 



MARRIAGE 

Digitized by Google 



( 24.1 ) 




MARRIAGE 

AND 

Conjugal Virtues. 



I A M very fenfible I am entering on 1 
Subjecb in this Chapter, upon which I 
cannot explain my felf too fully, nor yet ex* 
preis myfelf with too much Referve : I am 
Opening a Scene that reprefents two very 
different Profpefts : The Libertine will pro- 
bably defpife my Precepts, and laugh at the 
unfaftibnable Gravity of my Theme : The 
Man of Morals and fober Conduct will 
tafte them as he ftiould do, and delight to 
fee the Huflband regularly painted. 

Cicero^ treating of the many Degrees of 
human Cohimerce and Society, places Ma- 
trimony in the firft Rank ; prima Societal 
in ipfo eft ConjugiOy fays he. Marriage is de-' 
fcribed as a State capable of jche higheft hu-v 
man Felicity, as an InftitutiOnvcalCdlated* 
M for 
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for a coaftant Sc^e of as much Delight as . 
our Being is capable of : It is the Founda- 
tion of Community, and the chief Bond of 
Society : It is, or ought to be, that State of 
pcrfeft Friendfhip, in which there are, ac- 
cording to Pythagoras^ ^iij^ourv, f^h Sio^ \J/u%u 
& fkU : Two Bodies with but one Soul. Our 
Countryman Milton has touched this Sub* 
jcdl with fo chafte, yet elegant a Pej^th.it 
the Defcription, one would thiny^ n^^ft 
confirm the Hufband in his Happinefs, and 
reclaim the Man of profligate and licentious 
Principles. 

Hail^ Wedded Love I Myjlerious Law ! true 

Source 
Of human Offsprings fole Pro^mety 
In Paradife^ of all Things common elfe. 
By thee adulterous Luji was driven from Men 
Among the hefiial Herds to range \ by Thee^ 
Founded. in Reafon^ loyaUjufi^ andpure^ 
Relations dear^ and ail the Charities 
Of Father^ SoH,andBrolher,firft were known. 
Perpetual Fountain ofDomeJlic Sweets^ 
fVhoJe Bed is undefit^d^ and chafte pronounced j 
Prefent or pafi^ as Saints or Patriarchs ufi^ 
Here Love bis golden Shafts imploys \ here 

lights- 
His conftant Lamp^ and waves hii purple 

Wings : 
Reigns herCi and ravels not in the bought Smils 
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Of Harlots^ lovelefSy joykfs^ unendearedy 
Cafual Fruition '9 nor in Court Amours^ 
Mix'd Dame^ or wanton Majky or Mtdmght 

Ball ; 
Or Serenade^ which the ftamfd Lever fingi 
.To bis proud Fair^ bejl quitted with Difdain. 

This Poet has indeed been juft to its 
Ch«mfter, and lets Marriage in its proper 
Light : We ou^t to confider it as a State 
of Grace, and the firll Ordinance of GoA 
to Mankind ; as a Bufinefs of the geatcft 
Importance in Life, and a Change of Con- 
ditions we cUnnot make with too much 
Reverence and DeliberaticMi. We fiiould 
examine our CcMiftitutions, Temper and 
Honefty ; weigh well if we can be con- 
ftant, and confine our Defires and Appe- 
tite to one fole Objed ; we mull be fure 
to call Reafon into our Paffions, and lee 
her inform us why we would marry. For 
if we take a young Lady to our Bed, with 
no other Confideration than the Expedta- 
tion of Scenes of Dalliance, and think of 
her only as fhe is to adminifter to the Gra- 
tification of Defire -, when that Defire once 
flags •, her Charms and Merit will like wife 
be abated. 

The Spirit of Love has certainly fome- 

thing in it extremely fine 5 yet if Love be 

Jiny Refinement, Conjugal Love muft be fo 

M 2 in 
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in a much higher Degree. The frivolous 
AfFedation of attrafting Eyes, is there im- 
:proved into folid AfFcdion, and finks into 
the Heart. The Paffion of Love, even 
where it is moft fincere, relembles too 
much the Flame of a Fever ; that to a 
Wife is like the Vital Heat. What a fen- 
.fible PleaTure is there in contemplating the 
beautiful Inftanccsof Domeftic Life ! How 
is Happinefs heightened* to the higheft 
Degree it is capable of, when two Perfons, 
of accompliflied Minds, are not only uni- 
ted in Interelt and AfFeftions, but in their 
Tafte ofthe fame Improvements, Pleafures, 
and Diverfions ! When habitual Compla- 
cency fweetens their Satisfaftbn ! When 
Love and Tendernefs fhine in their Coun- 
tenances ! and their Words and Aftions 
are fo many Tcftimonies of mutual Com- 
fort 1 

Ka "TToVif ? ol\o)(io, jAfiS^ IfJLTreirn ivii^oc vuyt,^ \ 

.fays the old Poet Pbocilides. Be affecai- 

onate to thy Wife : For what is more 
fwect and commendable, than for the dear 
Confort to be obliging to her Hufband, 
even till Age creeps on their Fondnefs ; 

or 
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or for the Hufband to accord to his Wife^ 
and let not Diflentions arife. between theni- 
to interrupt their Happinefs ? I call to 
Mind one more Paffage in a Play of Hay- 
ivoo^s^ fo good a Compliment of Matri- 
mony, fo fraught with Tendernefs, and 
the mutual Endearments of a happy 
Couple, that the Quotation of it, per- 
haps may make, more ufcful Impreflions^ 
than a Chapter of Maxims and Magifteriai 
GounfeJs. 

O Marriage ! bapfieji, eafteji^ fafeji State ; 
Let Debauchees and Drunkards fcorn thy ' 

Rights, 
^fFho in their naufeous Draughts and Lujis^pro^ 

phane 
Bvth thee and Heaven by whom thou wert or^ 

dain^A 
How can the Savage call it Lofs of Freedom j ■ 
Thus to 'converfe with^ . thus to gaze at 
A faithful^ beauteous Friend ! . ' 

Blujh not^ my fair One J that thy Love applauds 

Thee. 
Nor he it painful to my wedded Wife 
V[Toat my full Heart cferflows in PraifeofThee. 
Thou art by Law, by Infrejl, Pajfron, mine : 
PaJ/ion and Rea/on join in Love of Thee. 
Thus thro" a World of Calumny and Frauds 
We pafs both unreproach^d, both undeceived ; 
While in each other* s Interejl and Happinefs^ 
M3 We 
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We without Art dl Faculties employ^ 
And all our Senfes without Guilt enjoy. 

It is almoft impoffibic for one Pcrfon to 
lay down abfolutc Rules for Happinefs m 
this State, or to determine precifely in 
what Circumftances this great Bleffing is 
particularly lodged. Two Perfons who 
have chofe each other out of all the Spe- 
cies, with Dcfign to be each other's mutual 
Comfort and Entertainment, have in that 
Aftion bound themfelves to be Good-hu- 
moured, Affable, Difcrect, Forgiving, Pa- 
tient, and Joyful, with refpcct to each 
other^s Frailties and Perfedlions, to the End 
of their Lives : When this Union h ftriftly 
preferved, the moft indifferent Circum- 
ftance tdn>iniftcrs Delight ; but if every 
little Occafion of Difguft is to be viewed 
with an Eye of Impatience ; if Peeviflincft 
and Spleen are to aggravate I mpcrfcAions, 
and the Weakneffes of human Nature to 
be eonfidered as Crimes ; Matrimony will . 
foon lofe all its Felicity •, its Enjoyments 
will be foured by rude Checks ; ComfiDrts 
fink into Diftruft and Sullennds ; and Kind* 
nefs and connubial Carefies be loft in a 
Gloom and Degree of A verfion. 

It is not fufficient (as the SpeElator has 
judicioufly obferved) to make a Marriage 
happy, that the Humours of two People 

Ihould 
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ftould be alike ; one might inftance in an 
hundred, who have not the lead Sentiment 
of Love remaining for one another, yet are 
fo like in their Humours, that if they were 
not ah-eady married, the whole World 
would ^efign them for Man and Wife. A 
virtuous Dijpojitiortj a good Underjlanding^ 
an agreeable Perfon^ and an eafy FtirUtne^ 
are the Things which (hould chiefly lie re- 
garded on this Occafion, 

Give me leave to confider the Advan- 
tages and Hazards of this State under 
thefe four Heads ; and we (hall be more 
fenfible of the Neceflity and Benefit of 
taking them into our Confideration and 
Condufl, 

As to the virtuous Difpofttion^ believe 
me, if that be wanting on eitlicr Side, 
Eafe and Felicity are banifhcd for ever : 
Difcontent and Jealcufy ufurp the Bread, 
and lord it over all the milder AfFeflions, 
Nothing has more brought Wedlock in- 
to Contempt and Prejudice, and made the 
State to be looked upon as a Bugbear, than 
the two frequent Examples oi Levity and 
Wantonnefsy that have been the Stains of 
every Age and Country : There have 
been fo many that could not make them- 
felves Mafters of their Paffipp, and have 
fuffered their Confciences td be carried 
M 4 away 
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away by the Biafs of a loofe and inordinace 
AfFeilion. 

Incohjlancy difturbs the Harmony of Life, 
and breaks the Friendlhip of the neareft 
Relation : What Confufions, what Quar- 
rels, what Defl;ru6li6n, of Circurrtftances, 
are occafioned by undecent Liberties in 
Wedlock ? The facred Property of Mar- 
tinge is infringed j and no RevenM can 
be too great for fuch an Injury. 

Marriage (hould create a peculiar and 
incommunicable Friendlhip : Thefe Right^ 
are not to iJe invaded, nor the Quiet of 
either Party to be difturbed. Even thofe 
Familiarities which give Umbrage, and 
carry the Countenance of Dcfign, are ill- 
natured and unjuft> though they go no far- 
ther. 

I will not be fo partial to my own Sex^ 
as not to own it is my Opinion, that the 
Matrimonial Contraft is mutual -, and a 
Failure on either Side is equally a Viola- 
tion of Faith, and a Breach of the Confe- 
deracy. The Man and Woman are under 
the fame Duties of Religion, and obliged 
by the fame Laws of Sobriety. Indeed 
the Crime of incontinence may admit of 
fome Difference as to its Confcquences, 
and our Sex may fin this Way with left 
Fatality. But when a Woinan proves per- 
fidious, the Misfortune is incorporated 

with 
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witlj the Family, the adulterous Brood 
arc palmed upon the Hufband, and grow 
up to the Inheritance of his Eftate. ^ No\v^ 
when the Man goes aftray, the Wife cannot 
pretend to fuch great Damages. To be 
plain, the Aggravations on our Side will 
very near amount to the fame Injury : 
May not the Extravagance of a Strum- 
pet*s ^pport, and the Charge of educa- 
ting her Baftard Progeny, r-un out that 
Eftate which Ihould be the Inheritance 
of a lawful Ifllie, and be a Canker to the 
Fortune of a virtuous Wife, who deferves^ 
on many Accounts, more generous Treat-' 
mcnt ? 

If we look back into the Punifhments 
which the Ancients inflidcd on the Male 
for Incontinence, we (hall fee there is no 
Exemption on our Side ; or Liberty en- 
tail'd on us for offending. To mention^ 
but in one Inftance, the Law of Solen left 
the Malefaftor perfeftlyat the Mercy of 
him that was injured. 

When the Man is fo-unhappy as to be 
of a Wandering Difpofition, the pder in- 
jured Wife has but. an uncomfortable Time 
of it-, forthofewho are LihertiHes zbtoi<^'^ 
are generally ill-natured at Home. The 
Wife then is efteemed a Nufance r and 
ho Ruggedncfs or Barbarity is toocoarfe 
for her i or at befl: (ke js out the Liui\ber 
; . . ^ M 5 ^ 
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of the Houfe. The Proniifes of Court* 
fhip, and the Engagements of Marriage^ 
are quite forgotten. The Title of Rc- 
fpeft is transferred, and all the Breeding 
and good Humour made over to the Mi- 
ftrefs in keeping. She is made Govcmcfi 
of the Man and the Money, Her Apart-* 
ments and her Equipage, are are all Curio* 
fity and Expencc, She is allowed to make 
her Progrefles in State, and to travel with 
her Pqftillm ; when, it may be, the poor 
Lady who fhould of right be iotitled to 
his Kindnefs and Liberality, can hardly 
compafs a Hackney -Coach to remove hor 
from one Street to another. Nor are we 
to wonder at fuch Inftances of Milbe- 
havioiir and coarfe Treatment : He that 
can difpenfe with the m;^n Articles, will 
cafily get over the Points of Decency* 
The Want of Civility may be eafily cx- 
cufed, in thofe that break through the moft 
folemn Covenants. 

But allowing the Man of a ConftitiN 
tion and Principle, tliat make him keep 
the Matrimoyiid Contrail invblable 5 it 
is neceflary that he confult fomething 
more than his Virtue in the Difpofition of 
his Perfon for Life r The Lamp of C«r- 
Jtancy will burn but very dim, when the 
Appetite is once cloyM ; when the fcnfual 
Enjoyments are upon the Decay, and no 

Charms 
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Charms arc fecn in the Bride to blow up 
the expiring Flame of Love, and rekindle 
the abating Affection. When we therefore 
chufe our Companions for Life, if we 
hope to keep both them and ourfelves 
in good Humour to the laft Stage of it, 
we muft be extremely careful in the Choice 
we make, as well as in the Conduft on our 
own Parr. When the Perfons to whom 
we join ourfelves can (land an Examina- 
tion, and bear the Scrutiny j when they 
mend upon our Acquaintance with them, 
and difcover new Beauties the more we 
fearch into their Charafters, our Love 
will naturally rife in Proportion to their 
Perfeftion. The Fprma Bonum fragile eft of 
the Poet, will never take off from the Value 
and Eftimation of Beauty ; there muft be 
real or fancied Charms m the Miftrefs to 
engage the Heart -, -and when the Man 
has chbfe well in this Regard, if he be a 
Mafter either of Senfe or Gratitude, he 
will not flight or contemn his Wife, be- 
caufe Ag9 or Accidents of Sicknefs have 

?uenche5 the Fires that firft' inflamed him. 
le will rather look back, and revive En- 
dearments from the . Recollection of that 
Object, which was the Soul of his Defire : 
he will view her with a Tenderneis that 
confefles her Power over him, and regard 
her as the Pride of his Choice, jnd Am- 
M 6 p bitiort 
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bition.of his Willies. The Raptures he 
once conceived from her Form, will not 
lofe all their Force ; but he will be fond 
of cherifhing that which was once the 
Source of his Pleafure. 

Nor are the Beauties of the Face, the 
Advantages of Complexion, the Delica- 
cies of Shape, and Attraftions of Behavi- 
our, the only Things to be confidered in an 
intended Wife, but only as fo'rnany ad- 
junct Qualities to recommend her to our 
Love. If we would lay a Scheme for com- 
pleat Happinefs, let us look carefully info 
the Perfections of her Mind •, let us examine 
her Wit and Capacity ; whether her Under- 
ftanding will come up to the Management 
we require from her ; and whether flie be 
furnilhed with Senft and Judgment enough' 
to make her a Friend^ as well as a Con- 
fort. 

There is fo mucli Nicety and Difcre- 
tion required to keep Love alive after Mar- 
riage, and make Converfation ftill new 
and agreeable, that Good Senfi feems a 
very cffential Aid to this Purpofe. When 
the Wife proves capable of filling ferious, 
as well as joyous Hours, fhe brings Happi- 
nefs unknown to , Friendftiip itfelf. She 
is then fomething more than a CompanioQ 
at Bed and Board ; Paflion is refined by 
fuch Society,, * and gradually afcends to 
' "^ ' .' ^ ' ''' more 



d by Google 



Conjugal Virtues. 255 
more exalted Pleafures, than thofe of En* 
joyment. Life hangs heavily in the re- 
peated Convcrfation of one, who has no 
Imagination to be fired at the feveral Oc- 
cafions ' and Objedls which come befor^ 
her, or who cannot ftrike out of her Re^ 
fleftions new Paths of pleafing Difcourfe^ 
if (he have good Humour enough to make 
l^cr gay, and Wit enough to render that 
Gaiety agreeable, the Approbation of her 
Words and Anions is a continual new 
Feaft to the Hufband ; nor can he enough 
applaud his good Fortune in having his 
Life varied every Hour : His Mind im- 
proved by her Ideas, and his Heart more 
glad from every Circumftance which they 
meet with : How does her Wit improve 
his Pleafures, counfel him in Emergencies, 
and add Confolation in the Moments erf 
Afflidion ! The mutual Padion which is 
grounded on this folid Foundation, enters 
into the very Conftituiion, and the Kind- 
nefs flows as eafily and filently,. as the Blood 
in the Veins, But when there is no good 
Senfe or Wifdom on the Woman's Side, tq 
relieve or comfort againft the Accidents of 
Life, the State foon grows irkfome and in- 
lipid ; Contradiftion and crofs Purpofes 
make up the greatefl: Part of the matrimo- 
nial Copverfation 5 the Hufband contemns 
her Wamt of Relilh, and Sournefs i Deba.te 
'' ' ^ ' ' ' arid 
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and Impcrtincnccof Aliment, arc the Con* 
fequences of her Folly. 

The other Ingredient, fo effential to the 
Happinefs of the Marriage State, is an 
tafy Fortune. We ought to be in a Cir- 
cumftance that can fupport the Charge 
of a Wife, and look forward to the Main* 
tcnance of Children, before we (hould de- 
termine to alter our Condition. We Ihould 
fubdue our Paflion, rather than draw 
the Objeft of our AfFeftion into Incon- 
veniencies ; and make a Woman, we feem 
to be fond of, a Slave to Neceflity, and 
thofe unnumbered Affliftions that wait 
on a low and needy Fortune. The Con- 
fequences are of that fatal Kind, that I ^ 
cfteem it a great Trcfpafs, to betray an un-. | 
thinking and deluded Woman into fo 
much Mifcry. It is an Adage of our own, 
and which is certainly founded on Truth 
and Experience, That when Poverty once 
comes in at the Door, Peace and ^iet 
fly out at the Window. Jars and DiQikes, 
Upbraidings and Contumely, enfue on an 
ebbing Circumttance ; and Marriage, which 
ought to be to a Man the Fountain of 
all good Things, is often by the Difpo- 
fition of his Fortune, a heavy Load, which 
opprefles him with its Wei^t. Such it 
is, when a Wife and Children are a vio- 
lent Ttmptatich to Fraud, Falfliocd, and 

unlawful 
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unlawib} Gams, for their Maintenanoe : 
Strange and unfortunate Situation of Life^ 
to be hemm'd in between Indigence and 
Knavery ! ' 

When this is the Cafe, Marriage is, in- 
deed, viewed in its w<M*ft Light : It is draw- 
ing an uneafy Vokc, and tugging at the Oar^ 
and being a Slave, without Hopes of Re- 
demption : At leaft, it is fo with regard to 
the more elegant Part oi Mankind ; the 
Poor often meet with little more than will 
pay the Prieft, and make them merry the 
firft Day, and rife content the next Morn- 
ing to drudge mutually for a comfortable 
SuMftence : But I am foeaking of thofe 
who are born to Expefcations above di« 
urnal Labour ; who have Reafon to hope 
for a Life of Eafe and Tranquility, and 
to tafte the Sweets of Plenty and Varie- 
ty. Indeed, when People meet on Terms 
of ElqusJity, when their Fortunes on each 
Side are fufficient to make them happy, 
and then fomc unfriendly Accident redu- 
ces them, it is barbarous that a Coldnefs 
and Indifference Ihould grow between them, 
to aggravate thdr Unliap|iinefs y or that 
they fliould look on one another with 
lefs Indulgence and Afieftion, becaufetbc^ 
arc overtaken with a Calamity which »• 
not in their Power to fence againft : They 
flKHild radicr fwectcn and mitigate the^ 

Scnfe 
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Senfc of the XHfafter with an Increafe of 
Tcnderoefe, and comfort themfelves in the 
Occutrence of Diftr^fst tfeat however For- 
tune may infult them from without, fhe can* 
not make them' unhappy. White Love tri- 
umphs in their Breafts, aiid fecures them 
from Adverfity. We have fo beautiful an 
Inftance of Fondnefs under Oppreffion ia 
one of Otwafs Tragedies, that :few could 
reckon Jaffier^^ Circumftances calamitous, 
if they were furc of finding fo kind a Part- 
Ber in Affliction,; as Belvidera. 

Jaff. Ob! We muft change the. Scene 

In which thepajl Delights of Love were lofted i 
The Poorjleep little: We rm^fi learn to ivatcb 
Our Labours late ; and early every Mbrningf- 
Midft Winter Frcfisj fparingly clad andfad^ . 
Rife to our Toils^ and drudge away the Day^ 

Oi? Belvidera! 

Want^ worldly Wantj that hungry meagre 

Fiend^ 
Is at our Heelsy and chafes us in View. 
Can^fl thou bear Gold and Hunger? Can theft 

Limbsy 
Framed for the tender Ofji(es of Love^ 
J^ndure the bitter Gripes offmafting Poverty? 
When in a Bed of Straw we fhrink together^ 
And the Bleak Winds whiftle about our Heads^ 
Wilt thou then talk thus, to me ? 
Xhus hujh my Cares ^ and fhdtirm^ with Love I 

B£U 
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Be l.' Ob ! I will love ibee ! even in Madneji 
. love ibee J 
fbougb my dift raffed Senfes Jhouldforfake tnt^ 
Though the bare Earth he all our Rejiing-Placep 
Its Root our Foody fome Cliff our Hahitationy 
ril make this Arm a Pillow for thy Head; 
And as thou ftgbing Ifjl^ and fweWd with 
Sorrow^ , 

Creep to thy Bofom^ four the Balm of Love 
tnto thy Souty and kifs thee to thy Reji. 

This is a true and amiable Pifture of 
Connubial Love, under thofe ungentle 
Blafts of Adverfity^ which, as I have be- 
fore obferved, nip and deftroy the Blof- 
foms of AfFcdion. The only Remedies 
againft a Decay of Paflioh on fuch Trials^ 
are a fufficient Stock of Virtue,, a well 
grounded Love and a Conftancy of Soul; 
that cannot give way to Change. And 
where fuch a Conftancy as this is wanting, 
the moft inflamed FalTion may fall away 
into Coldneis and Indifference, and the 
moll melting Tendernefs degenerate into 
Hate and Averfion. Conftancy is a Vir- 
tue natural to Perfons of even Tempers 
and uniform Difppfnions 5 and may be 
acquired by, thofe of the greattft Fickle- 
nels. Violence, and Paffion ; if they confi- 
der ferioufly the Terms of Union upon 
which they come together, the mutual 

Intertft 
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Intcrcft in which they are engaged, with 
all the Motives that ought tx) incite their 
Tcnderaefs and CompafRon towards thofe 
who have their Dependancc upon tbem, 
and arc embarked with them for X-ife m 
the fame State of Happihefi or Mifcrjr. 
And when it grows ia the Mind, upon 
Confiderations of this Nature, it becomes 
a mora^ Virtue, and a kind of Good-na- 
ture, that is not fiibjeft to any Change 
of Healch^ Age., Fortune, or any of thofe 
Accidents whjch are apt to uflfettle the 
beft Dirpoficion^ that are fcxinded rather 
in Conttitution, than in Reafon. In fhorti 
without a Degree of Conftancy, there caa 
be neither Love, Friendlhip, nor Virtue, 
in the World. 

He that thinks himfelf fit to make a 
Hufband, muft fet himfelf above being af- 
fe<5ted with Trifles; he muft: fuflfer no 
Chance to impair his Kindnefa, or leflTen 
his Efteem for her, that is to be his Lifers 
Companion. The Declaration of Terence*% 
Lover is more direftly fuitable to the Momh 
ofaHufbandj 

AdjurOy nunquam earn me deferturum % . 
Nonji captundus mibifciam efe inimicos omneis 

homines. 
Hone mibiexpetivi^ contigit: conveniunt mores: 

Valeant 
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^i intir nos dij/idium volunt : hanc^ tiifi mors^ 

/ prta^ft filetnnly^ that I will never fir fake 
bery nOy not if I iva$ Jure to etmtraSl the 
Enmity of all Mankind by this Rejblution. 
Her I made the ObjeSl of my fViJheSj and 
have okaiffd ber\ our Difpofttions fitit \ and 
I will Jhakt Hands With them that would 
finv Dijfention beiwixt us: For Deaths and 
only Veatby Jhall take ber from me. 
' Man7ing, formerly, was a nicc^ TWng r 
It was a Seetlemcnt for Life, a ierk>U9^ 
Pkcc of Byfinds, and dcfervM a great 
deal of ConfideratioF). A Man was fofv 
merW to take his Wife, for better, for 
worfci the fame Hoafe, the fame Table, 
and fame Bed, were in comnioft to them 
both: He was to be a Huiband all h» 
Life-time; there was no coming off wkh 
ieparate Maintenance 5 no reconciling a 
Wife and Family with the outward Ap- 
pearance and Delights of a finglc Life. 
Now it is <Mily a Commerce of Convent" 
ence^ a Bargain (truck up for Augmen- 
tation of Fortune } and fo dependant on 
the Profit or Inclination of Friends^ that 
the Parties brought together are coofulted 
but ac fecond Hand : And thus it be- 
comes a ScaK only previous 10 Stpara^ 

tion 
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Hon and Altmbny: A Deed of Truft, or 
a Suit of Commons, diflblves the Con-, 
trait. 

The Degeneracy of Morals has fo far 
prevailed of late Years, that Men blufli at 
nothing more than being known to be 
Hufbands ; as if there were either a Fol- 
ly or Incontinence in the Confeffion. Should . 
a Man be afraid of being feen witH a Wo- 
ij>an, who is not his Wife, one might 
allow it owing to his Modefty, Were. 
he loth to frequent the Company of fuch 
Perfons, whofe Reputation is not altoge-' 
ther untainted, I Ihould. never wonder at 
him. But what impertinent Whimfy can 
make him afhamed of his ovrn Wife? 
Y^hat makes him blufli to be feen in Pub- 
lic with one ,whom he has chofen for 
an infeparable Companion ? One, from 
whom he fliould expedt all the Satisfac- 
tion and Delight which can be reap'd from 
human Society ? One, whom he loves apd 
he efteems in private ; who is his chief 
Ornament . at Home ; who, perhaps, cre- 
dits him no lefs by her Extraction, than 
by her Senfe, Merit, and extraordinary 
Virtue ? And why did not he begin by 
blufliing at his Marriage ? I am not unac- 
quainted with the prevailing Power of 
Cuftom, with i^, tyralni^ng over the 

Mind 
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Mind and Manners of Men, even with- 
<xit Ground or Reafonj yet I believe I 
fliould have Impudence enough to walk 
openly, and let who will fee me with one 
who is my Wife. 

There is another Fault too common in 
the Matrimonal State, which is a Liberty 
of expofing each other to Ridicule : The 
Hufband, with an inconfiderate Pride, 
triumphs in the Frailties of his weak Wo- 
man, and makes it one of his top Diver- 
fions to fpread her Indifcretion : He little 
imagines, that the Condemnation of her 
G>nduct returns upon himfelf, and re- 
proves - him fcverely. fix . having taken a 
Wife, the Subjed of Contempt or' Laugh- 
ter. *Tis certain, whatever domeftic Con- 
tcfts they have together, *tis the higheft 
Imprudence to impeach each other to the 
World: For, however Company may 
ftrike in with the Complainant, and ag- 
•gravate the Trefp'afs, they fncer in their 
Minds at the Folly of the Publication, 
and think the Party aggrieved might take 
^wifer Meafures. -Tis fuitable to the Gene- 
rofity of Man*s Nature j to overlook the 
Frailties of the weaker Veflcl, to make 
•Allowances -qi her Side for unequal Edu- 
cation, and rather to throw her Errors in- 
to a Shade, than bring them out into a full 

Light. 
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Light. Wc have a Proverb intircly of 
our own Growth, that fays, // is an HI 
Bird that defiles its own Neji : And wc 
may cftablifh it as a Maxim of equal Verir 
ty, that he is an ill Hufband, who glories 
in betraying the Frailties^ of his Family. 
The Counfel of Mr. Dryden^ in his Au- 
renzehe^ is very juft and extenfive on this 
Head, and deferves our ftrideft Regard an^i 
Confideration. 

Secrets of Mortage Jh&uld be f acred beUj 4 
S*heir Sweet and Bitter by the Wife conceaNi 
Errors of fFives refieSl on Hufbands fiill^ 
And when divul^dy proclaim w^ve cbofen 

ill: 
For the myfterious Pow^r of Bed and Throne^ 
Should always be mmntain^a^ hut rarely Jhewn. 

The Commerce in the conjiigs^l State, 
is fo delicate, that it is impoflible to pre- 
fcribe Rules for the Conduct of it, fo as 
to fit ten thoufand namelefs Pleafures and 
pifquietudes which arife to People in that 
Condition; But it is in this, as in fome 
other nice Cafes, where, toiKhing upon 
the Malady tenderly, is half Way to tte 
Cure : Ami there are fomc Faults which 
need only to be obferv'd to be amended. 

I (hall conclude this Chapter with a few 

pradi- 
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praftical Diredions, by which a Man en- 
gaged in this important State, may aim 
at lecuring himfelf a lading Happinefs ; 
fincc, as Plutarch affures us, there can be 
nothing more ufeful in conjugal Society, 
than the Obfervance of wholefome Precepts, 
Suitable to the Harmony of the matrimonial 
Commerce. 

The firft neceffary Rule to this End, 
is, That in Marriage the chief Bufinefs be 
to acquire a Prepofleflion in Favour of. 
each other. They fhould confider one 
another's Words and Anions widi a fe* 
cret Indulgence : There (hould be always 
an inward Fondnefs pleading for each 
other; fuch as may add new Beauties to eve- 
ry Thing that is excellent, give Charms to 
what is indifferent, and cover every Thing 
that is defcdtive. P'or Want of this kind 
Propenfity and Biafs of Mind, the. married 
Pair often take Things ill of each other, 
which no one elfe would take notice of in 
cither of them. 

It is too commonly feen, tliat the fmarteft 
Pangs which we meet with, are in the Be- 
ginning of Wedlock 5 which proceed from 
Ignorance of each other's Humour, and 
Want of Prudence to make Allowances for 
a Change from th^ moft careful Relbedt, 
to the moft unbounded Familiarity. Hence 

it 
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it arifes, that Trifles are commonly Occa- 
fions of the greatefl: Anxiety : And there- 
fore, I take it to be the firft Maxim in a 
married Condition, that you are to be above 
Trifles. When two Perfons have fo good 
an Opinion of each other, as to come to- 
gether for Life, they will not difl^er in Mat- 
ters of Importance; becaufe they think of 
each other with Refpeft, in regard to all 
Things of Conflderation that may affcft 
them, and are prepared for mutual Affift- 
ance and Relief in fuch Occurrences: 
But for lefs Occafions, they have form'd no 
Refolutions, but leave their Minds unpre- 
pared. 

It may likewife be of Angular Ufc V^ 
carry an even Hand in our Condud, to 
regulate our Tempers, and never giv^e 
way too far, cither to Prejudice or Pre- 
poflVflion; never to indulge our felvcs 
in Humours of Provocation, or defcaid 
below the Dignity of our Natures by w 
indifcreet Fondnefs. In a Word, it is 
neither fafe to vex a Woman unreafona- 
bly, nor humour her too much ; the Ex- 
cels of Fondnefs, as well as the Defeftof 
natural Love may equally undo us. Pru- 
dent Generofity is the only Method of mak- 
ing our felves happy in the Enjoyment of 
them. 

There 
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There is one Caution, which if not ob- 
ferved, ail other Rules will be ineffedual : 
It is a Rock on which Happinefs is al« 
waysfplit ; by which, Joys are extinguifh* 
cd, and Life itfelf made infupportabic. I 
take cheie Marks to be fo fingular and di- 
ftinguifhing, that I fcarce need add, that 
I mean Jeahufy : If we either confult our 
own Peace, or the ^yo^ld's good Opinion, 
we muft not cherifli a foul Sufpicion of 
the Honour of our Wives. It is a Paf- 
fion that grows infcnfibly, when encou- 
raged *9 ipreads through the whole Mafs of 
Blood, and infects the animal Spirits: Ic 
is the Jaundic€ of the Mind that is only cu* 
rable by Diflblution : It is a foul and tainted 
Perfpedive, that fpoils the Colour of every 
Objefl: which we.furvey through it, and 
makes the brighteft Bloom look like a 
fickly Yellow, To define it at once, Jea^ 
loujy in Love, is likeDiftrufl in other things^ 
an Opinion that every one cheats and im-» 
pofes on us. 

Jealoufy has been defined to be that Pain 
jwhich a Man feels from the Apprehenfion 
that he is not equally belov*d by the Per- 
fon whom he entirely loves. This Defini- 
tion fcems to paint the Pafilon in too fair 
a Light \ and comes near thofe Excufes the 
Ingenuity of Poets have made for its ufurp- 
ing a Place in the Breaft : Particularly Mr^ 
N Dry den 
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Dryden has made Room for its Entertala- 
ment, by fecming to think that Love can- 
not exift without it : 

^ greateft Care the higher Pa£ton Jhews ; 
fVe bold that dear eft j we moft fear to lofe. 
Diftruft^ in Lovers^ is too warm a Sun% 
But yet *tis Night in Love when that is gone: 
Ana in thofe Climes which moft bis Scorching 

knowy 
He makes the nohleft Fruits and Metals grow. 

I will not affert againft the Poflibility 
of a noble Jealoufy •, but I believe it muft 
be founded on an Emulation in Love: 
No Hufband's Breaft, if he truly loves, 
can be fo calm and luke-warm, as to be 
fcnfible his Paffion is flighted, and yet 
feel it with Indifference : A generous Rc- 
fentment mull fpring from this Knowledge, 
and will terminate in Contempt, or Aver- 
fion. I would not have a Man wiflingly 
give way to the' Temptation of fucii a 
Thought, but my Caution was particu* 
larly laid down againft our yielding to 
thofe rafh Suggeftions, that our Love is 
not flighted, but injured : That the falfe 
She has betrayed her Honour, and given 
up the Hufband's Property to the In- 
vader. Now, though it is almoft impofli- 
ble for a jealous Man to be cured of his 
■ . - Sulpicions, 
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Sufpicion^ yet he will puifue the Shadow 
of a Doubt and believe it will lead hi mi 
en to Satisfaftion : His Thoughts hang at 
beft in a State of Doubtfirineis and Un- 
certainty, and are never capabfe of re-' 
trciving any Satisfaftion on the advan*^ 
tageoUs Side; fo that his Enquiries arc 
moft fuccefsful, when they difcover no- 
thing : His Pleafure arifes from his Difap- 
pointmcnts, and his I-.ife is fpcnt in Purfuit 
of a Secret that deftroys his Happinefs, if 
he chance to find it. 

- Whether it proceed, or not, from afi 
Excels of Love, it is a Difcafc of fo ma- 
lignant a Nature, that it converts all it 
takes into its own Nouriftiment. A cool 
or a fond Behaviour, will adminifter to its 
Increafe ; while the firft is interpreted a 
Symptom of Indifierence ; and the latter 
an Artifice of Diffimulation. There is no 
Word or Gefture'fo infignificant, but it 
gives the tormented Hiriband new Hints, 
feeds his Sufpicions, and furnifhes him wirh 
frefti Matters of* Pifcovery. Powerful Suf- 
picion never fails of fuppljing Demonftra* 
tion ; and, as Shake/pear has admirably tx- 
prdCfii it, in his Oihello:' 



■ Trifles^ light as Air^ 



Are t<i the Jealous^ Confirmatio^t Jlrcvg 
JsPmfs of Holy TVrit. 

N 2 On^ 
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One would think the Torments of chij 
xinrcafonable Difquiecude ffaould hare a pe-* 
culiar Prevalence on the Mind of Man« 
and deter him from harbouring fo uneafy^ 
a Gueft : A Qu^ity that preys on his 
Health, and corrodes his Quiet; palls his 
Appetites and forbids his Repofe ; that 
holds no Correfpondence with Comfort <m: 
Gaiety, but is dead to Pleafure, feeds on 
Difcontent, and aflbciates with Perplexity. 
I never read or faw the Extremities of tlus 
Paffion's working in Othello^ without thq 
ftroDgeft Compafficm iat the Man, and 
Terror, at the Pains with which his Na* 
turc is fubdued ; What Pangs do we oaa^ 
ceive from the Complaints of his fuppofed 
Injury •, and ftrike in with his Sentiments 
even at a Time, when we know he is be- 
trayed into Sufpicions, and are apprized 
that his AfFedlion is unreafonaUe? I believe, 
his Expreffions are fo juft on the Occafion, 
that the whole Clan of jealous Men, with 
the like Proportion of Eloquence, would 
condole their Misfortune in the fame Ca^ 
of Thought. 

Had il pleased Heaven 

To try me with AffiiSlions ; had tb^ rairfd 
All^ Kinds of Sores and Shames m my hare 

Headj 
Steefd nie in Poverty to the very Lips^ 
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Gh/nto Captivity^ AfJr, andmrutmoji Hopes ^ 
IJheuld have found itijbme Place of my Soul 
A Drop ofPaiienci. But^ alas ! to mak$ 

me 
theJiHed F^rtfor tie Time of Scom^ 
fo point bisjkw and moving Finger at! 
Tet could I bear Ibat toctf TVilU very tvelU 
Bus Sberej where I bad garnered up my Heart f 
Where ^ ^tberl muji Itve^ or bear no Life: 
neJPountainfrom the which my Current runs^ 
Or elfe dries up : To be difcarded thence^ 
Or kdep it for decern for jfoulToads^ 
To hMand gender inf Turn thy Complexion 

llbere^ 
Palieuce^ tbouToung andRofe-HpfdCherubimf 
iberf look grim as Hell. — — 

If the Effcds and. Torments, which thb 
BibdioD brings along with it, are not fuf- 
fi^nt to fccure us fitmi its Attacks, it 
trtll be io vain to ul^e the Fatality of \it 
Gboieqoenced : The Expedients of Ven- 
geance k pttt$ a Man on, when he once 
Kaa pcrffcflcd htn>felf of his Confort's //;/- 
ieHty: When all the Fury of injured 
Love breaks loofe, and the whole Train 
of Affedions fettle into Rcfentment, Avcr- 
fion, and violent Refolutions of Revenge. 

I do not mean, that a Hufband is to be 

blind to notorious Indications of Wan- 

tonnefsi that is, to be fo partial to his 

N 3 Wifc*$ 
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Wife's Honour^ as ntK to be fcnfible of 
a palpable Diigrace ; for in this Caic^ 
Jealoufy is loft in Proof 5 and the Certain^, 
ty of being wrong'd, infpircs a juft Indig- 
nation : But I would infer, that we are no^ 
to fufpe£t her of IncDntinence, either upoa 
no Grounds, or on trival Circumftanccs., 
It is the Adviec of the Wife Man in £r- 
clefiajiicusj Be not jidous over the Wife of 
tby Bofom ; and teach ber not an evil Lejfon 
againji tbyfelf. 

I will conclude my Thought^ on this 
Theme, y^'vAi taking notice, that to givQ 
into Jealoufy too raftily, implies it tacit 
ConfeCOon of our own Want of Merit, an(| 
provokes the Sufpcfted*, either to turn tbf 
Tables on us,, or affume a IJberty of de- 
fcrving our Cenfure. -\ 

Next to being free from fufpcding Cc< 
vity on the Woman's Part, we ai« to ^^ 
count it our Di^ty, to give no Room fw 
the calling of our own Cbnftancy in Qucs 
iotion: We muft not abufe the good-na* 
tur'd Virtue of a. Woman, qod fly out into 
licentious Courfcs ourfelves, becaqfe we are 
fecure of not being paid in the fiime Kind. 
This is a Diflioncfty and Ingratitude im- 
worthy of a Man ; a Violation of hi$ Pip-'- 
mife made before God, and a voluntary 
branding of himfclf with Perjury and Falfc-^ 
bood*^ 

^ Whea 
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WheiT we are determined to enter into 
the conjugal State, we ihould bid adieu to 
the empty Fafliions and falfe Gallantries of 
the Town: We fliould take the Direction 
of the old Greek Proverb along with us -, 
*'Aaa©^ p/i&» aAXti AtaiTa, ^e are heginning 
a new Kind of Life^ and confequenlly tnuft 
think of a new Diet. We (hould corred in 
ourfelves, all Tendencies to Libertinifm^ and 
look on ourfelves now a'S dcftin*d to foT)er 
and reafonablc Pleafurcs, It has been one 
of the Unhappineffes of Marriage, that a 
f<jw loofe Men of Genius for Pleafure, have 
turned it all to the Gratification of ungo- 
vernM Defires, in fpite of good Senfe, Form, 
and Order : Wlien, in Truth, any Satif- 
fadlion beyond the Boundaries of Reafon, 
is but a Step towards Madnefs and Folly. 
But thofe who are far gone in the Pleafures 
of the Town, who cannot fupport l.ife 
without quick Scnfations and gay Reflefti- 
ons, who are Lovers of Gallantry, Rattle, 
and Nonfenfe, and are Strangers to Tran- 
quility, to right Reafon, and a calm Mo- 
tion of Spirit without Tranfport or Dejccli- 
ori, are improper Perfons to make Huf. . 
bands of: Thejr are inamediatclf fated with 
Ppfreflion, and muft nece0arily fly to ntw^ 
Acquifitions of Beauty, to pafs'away the* 
whiling Moments and Intervals of Life 1 
jfoi: with them, every Hour is heavy, that ^ 
N 4 is-^ 
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is not joyous. And fuch Gallants, with 
too much Rafhneis, throwing themfdves 
into this State of Gravity, io avcrfe to then* 
Conftitutions, has rendered Marriage too 
often the Subjcd of Contempt and general 
Ridicule. 

There is nothing fo common, as for Men 
to enter into Marriage, without fb much 
as expeding to be happy in it : They fccm 
to propofe to themfelves a few Holidays in 
the Beginning of it ; after which, they are 
to return, at beft, to the ufioi Courfcof 
their Life \ and for ought they knoWv to 
conftant Mifery and Uneafinels. 

Thofe, indeed, who begin this Stage of' 
Life, without Jars at their fctting out, ar- ' 
rive within few Months^ at a Pitch of Be- 
nevolence and Affedion, of which, tbcmoflr 
perfcA Friend^lp is but a faint Reftm- 
blance. As in the unfortunate Marriage, 
the mod minute and indifferent Things are 
Objeds of the fharpeft Refcntment j lo,. in 
a happy one, they are Occafions of the moft 
exquime Satisfadibn : For, what does not 
oblige, in one we love? WKat dpes not 
offcndj in one we diflikci '^-V^- : ' : r 

In Ihort, Tranquility of Kfind, Good- 
, nature, and Virtui?, arc the proper Qua- 
lifications to ftaftAi us for Matrimoay: 
Wmh iSiefe Endowments, we fliall think 
ourfelves.bouad io look on our Partner with 

the 
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the Eyes of Reafon and Honour, and al- 
ways account iicr the ObjtA of oor Love 
and Pi?y^ who came to Our Arms the Ol^* 
jeft of^our Joy and Admiration, 

*Twere needlefs, to be more prolix on this 
Head, fince they who know hew to profit 
from the Abftradt of Rules already laid 
down, will, with as much Facility, be able 
to fupplytQ then^iclves what 15 (iiU defi^ 
cicnt to the Subjefl* 
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TS ET pwseeding Chaptet is wriften 
on a Subjedt of the greatcft Import- 
ant to oiir Happinefi or Mifcry in this 
Life i the Rrefent Treatife is of ftill higher 
Confeqpence, and looks forward to our 
Concern in Fumrity ; a Theme,, in which^ 
«ot the tranfitory Eafe of a frail Body is en- 
gaged, but the eternal Eelicity of our Smb 
after Death. 

There 5 t«>great a Numberof -ftfcn in 
the World, who, from a Fault in Educa- 
tion, and ii pernicious Habit <^ Libaitniftn, 
have their Hearts and Minds wholly fixed 
on this fmaU Part of the Univerfe they are 
placed in j who'ijt a Value upon nodiing, 
oor love any thing beyond it} whofeSouIi^ 
are as much confin'd, as that narrow Spot 
of Ground they call their Eftate, the Ex- 
tent of which is meafured, the Acres are 
Bun^bered, and the utmoft Bounds limited: 
They arc (a lhoirt-%htcd,, that they cannot 
' • 'r ' - ■ - loolfe 
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look beyond the Heavens and the Stars, to 
contemplate the Divinity, to which they^ 
owed their Original. They are not able to 
perceive the Excellency of what is fpiri- 
tiial ; or have any Notions of the Dignity 
of the Soul : How niuch the whole World 
is inferior to it ! How great a Want it has 
of an ail-perfeft Being, which is God ! 
And how abfolutely it needs a Religion to 
find out that God, and be aflured of his 
Reality. * 

Indeed, a Man's Remembrance of hb 
Creed may tell him there is a God, and that 
he is Almighty ; but if his Reafon be fo 
much afleep, as not to infer from thence 
the Neceffity of reverencing and' obeying 
him -, he may repeat the Creed every Day, 
^d yet be an Atbeifi. 

Incredulity^ or Indifference^ &re fo natu- 
tural to Men, that xhey make ufe of 
God and Religion, as a Piece of Policy 
dnly ; that is, as far as it may ftrve for 
the Order and Decoration of this World, 
the only thing, in their Opinion, which 
dcferves to be thought* on. Predominant 
Corruption makes the Generality of the 
World take* up their Religion for a Fa^ 
fiiion ; they receive it according to the 
Country where they are born, and are 
therefore of that Religion, Tliefe M^rn 
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are Cbrijiknij rather than Je<g;$ or Hea- 
thens •, becaufe that Syfterii liad the For- 
tune to coroe firft in their Way, and bc- 
fpeak them at their Entrance into the 
World. 

There are too many that live in a pcr- 
fc<5l Sute of Indolence as to an Hereaf- 
ter\ that put themfelvcs to no Trouble 
on the Score of Faitfh, and neither pro- 
fcfs, nor praclife any Religion. There 
is, indeed, no fuch thing a$ an Atheift ; 
hat the great Men, whom we are mod ape 
to fufpeft of being ^ven that Way, are 
too lazy to determine in their own Minds> 
whether there is a God, or no : Their In* 
dolence carries them fo far, as to render 
them utterly carelefs and indifiercBC upoa 
fo weighty a Matter, as well as upon the 
Nature of their own Soulst and the Confe- 

3uenccs of true Religion: They neither 
eny, nor grant any of thefe things, bot^ 
in Reality, they never think on them at 
all. 

It is too plain, from Obfervation of 
Men ^ Manners, that Multitudes wh^ 
hare entered the Baptifmal Vow, weigh 
it as little when they (hould perform it, as 
they did when they made it : They fecm 
to have no other Notion of Baptifm, but 
2^ a Cuftomof the Place, or a Time 

of 
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of Fcafting; and cgnlidef no farthet $ig. ' 
nificancy in thofc (piritual Bonds, Aah 
tHey did in tfieii* Swadling-Cloaths 5 nor 
can ©ve any better Account why they 
took on them C&rj/Ts Livery, than why 
they wear fuch Garments as the. com- 
mon Fafhion of the Country pr^fcribcs 
tJ^m. 

I wifh there was lefs Caule for Com- ' 
plaint on Hiis Account, or that the ad- 
vifing to better Principles, were a certain 
Means to efFed a Reformation. The beft' 
we can pretend to, is, to define Religion, 
t6 inculcate the great Duty of Jt, and in- 
finuate the certain Advantages refultiog 
from it, 

RcRmn may be confidered under two 
general Heads: The.firft comprehending 
what we are to believe 5 the other what we are 
to praSfife. By tbofe Things which we 
are to believe, I mean whatever is revealed 
tQ us in the Holy fTHtings^ and which we 
could not have obtained the Knowledge of 
by the Light of Nature : By the Thingji 
which we are to praftife, I mean ^U thcw 
JDuties to which we fire dircftcd by JFU^Jou 
or Natural Religion. 

As to that Part of Religion which con* 
fifts in Faitb^ and is contained in ^ Word 
of God, I fhall beg Leave 19 ufe the 
Phrafe of an fcmincht Divine: T^o per- 

fwade 
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fwadc Men to believe the Scriptures^ Jkyk 
he^ I only offer this to their Confidera- , 
tibn: If there be a God, whofe Provi- * 
dencc governs the World, and all the 
Creatures in it,, is it not reafonable to ' 
think that he hath a particular Care of 
^en, ' the nobleft , Part of this vifible 
World? And feeing he hath made them 
capable of eternal Duration, that he hath 
pVovided for their eternal Happinefs, and 
fufiiciently revealed to them the Way to 
it, and the Terms and Conditions of it :. 
Now, let aAy. Man produce any Book in 
the World, that pretends to be from God, 
and to do this. That for the Matter of it^ 
is fo worthy of God ; the Dodrines where- 
of, are fo ufefiil, the Precepts fo reafon- 
a,ble,. and the Arguments fo powerful : 
The Truth of all which, was confirmed 
By fo many great and unqueftionable Mi* 
fades; the Relation of Avhich," has been 
* tranfmitted to Pofterity, in public and 
authentic; Records, written by thofe wHo 
were Eye and Ear-Witncffes of what they, 
wrote, and free from Sufpicion of any 
Worldly Intereft and Defignj let any 
prodaee-^ Book like this, in all theft 
Refpefts, and which, over and befides, 
Bath, by the Power and ReafonablendS of 
the Doftrines contained in it, prevailed fd 
iniraculoully in the World, by vfeak and 

incon:^ 
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tbconfidcf able Moans, in Oppoficion to all. 
the Wir and pQwer of the World,! and 
linder fuch Difcouragements, as no other. 
Religion was ever aflaulted with: Let 
any Man bring forth fuch a Book» and^ 
he hath my, Leave to believe. it as feon 
a^ the Bible. But if there be none fuch,. 
as I am well aflured there is riot, tlieri eve- 
ry one that thinks God hath reveled him* 
fclf to Men, ought to embrace and enter- 
tain the Dbftrine of the Hbly Scriptures aa 
revealed by Gk)d. 

Indeed, the weak'Apprehenfibns of an 

unperfe6t Fakbj' are not fo Aiuchito be, 

cenfured^ ^ plied i it is ia fore Way for the. 

Heart to be prevented with the Affurancc 

of the <7«wii^(?/^;r/ Power of God, to whom 

i)Qt-hing is impoIFible i fa Ihall the hardeft 

^Points of Faith/ go down eaGly with; 

us : If the Eye oT out Mind looks ug-^ 

ward, it fhall meet widi nothing to avert 

or interrupt it 5^ but if right forward, of 

downward, or round about,, cveiy Thing, 

is a Block in our Way.. There is, indeed, 

a Difi^rence betwixt Dejire, of JJJurame. 

and Unbelief: We cannot be too careful to 

liife up to ourfelves . Arguments tofcttla 

qpr Faith, to .find put Feet for it to Hand' 

upon, tjiough they are but difcurfive. In 

Mattel^ Ot Faith, if Reafons may ba 

brought fbf'the-C^aviftioa of the Gain- 

\^ " ' f^crs. 
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ftyers, it is wrfli 1^ they bfi Helps, they 
dannot be Gt-oilnds of Dur Belief: In Ae 
itioft *faitliful Heart, there areTOrtie Sjparfes 
of lnjiidity\ fo, to believe, that w^ ftould 
have no Uoubt at all, is fcarce incident 
to Flefh and. Blood. It is a great Per- 
ftAion, if we have attained tq overcome our 
Doubts. ^ * * 

BySe^'fnd Reafon^ a Man does but 
walk in Twilight; his Notions are confinM 
to a narrow Compafs; his Underftanding is 
limited,_and dubious; by Faid^^ he goes a 
l^ength in Knowledge ; he foars up to a 
Commitnication with his Maker, and learns 
the Reafons of his Creation, and the Duties 
required of hioi. The Differences betwixt 
ReEiiou arid Reafbn^ are beautifully fet out 
by the great Mr. JDryiiti^ and ougjit to give 
us a juS Efteetn for the Advantages ofthe 
former. ' 

pirn as the borrcnx/JBeamsofMoon and Stars. 
To lonely weary wandring "Travellers^ 
h Reafin to the Soul:' And as on bigb^ 
^ofe rotting Fires A/cover but: the Sky^ 
Not light ushere \J6 ReafoffsgUmfnerim Ray j 
ty'as lenty not to ajfure our doubtful Way^ > 
But guide us upwqrd to a letter tfaf. J 

And as thofe Nightly Tapers di/apfear^ 
Hisen Day*s bright Lord afcends our HemiJ^ 
^ber^l ' " . . . - ^. . • 

' S0 
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So fate grows Reafbn at Religtorfs Sights 
So dies^ and Jo diffolves in fupemafral Light* 

Tht faithful Man, fays Bifliop flSa//, has 
three Eyes : The ffrft of Senfe^' common 
to him with Irute Creatures j ,the fecond; 
of R^afoVj common to al! Men; the third 
of Faitb^ proper to bis Profeflion : Each' 
whereof looketh beyond the other, and 
none of them meddlcth with the other's 
Otgcfts; for neither doth the Eye of Senfc; 
reach to intelllg^le. TbiflgSjj mvf M^t^\ 
ters of VHcourJi \ ' nor the Eye of, ^afon, \ 
lb thofe Thmgs which are fufernaturat and ' 
fpirituali neither doth, Faith Jook down^ 
to Things that may be Jin0fy fcert. if 
we were to difcooric .to a brute Beaft 
of the Depth of Pbitojophy^ never fo .- 
plainly, ' he underftinds not; bccaufe they 
arc beyond the View of hk Eye* which 
is only of Senfe : If t6 a mere carnal Man 
of Divine Things, he perceimh hot' the 
Things of God, neither, indeed can dp, 
bccaufe they ane fpiritually difcern'd* " And : 
therefore^ no * VWnider, if thofe* Tilings 
fecm unllkcfy, incredible, and ImpoflSblc-r 
to him, which the faithful Man (having a 
proportionable Means of Apprehenlion ) 
doth as plainly fte, as his Eye doth any 
fenfiHe Thmg. Tell a plain Cowitryman^ 
that the Son, or fomc higher br lelftr Scar, 

is 
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is much bigger than his . Cart-Wheel, or at 
leaft, fo many Scores bigger than the whole 
Earth, he laughs you to Scorn, as affecting 
Admiration with a learned Untruth. Yet 
the Scholar^ by the Eye of Reafon, doth 
as plainly fee and acknowledge this- 
Truth, as thak bis Hand is bigger than his^ 
Pen. . 

What a thick Mift of Ignorance, what 
a palpabkf and more than Egyptian Dark- 
wfs doth the natural Man live in ! What 
a World is there, that he doth not fee at 
all! And how little doth he fee in this^ 
xi^hich is his piroper Element! There is no 
bodily Thing but the Brute Creatures fee 
as well as he, and fome of tKem better. 
As for his Eye of Reafon, how dim is it 
in thofe Things which are beft fitted to it! 
What one Thing is there in Nature which 
he doth pcrfeftly know? What Herb, or 
Flower, or Worm, that he treads on, is 
there, whofe true EHcnce he knoweth? 
No, not fo much as what is in bis own 
Bbfom ; what it t%^ where it is, or whence 
it" is, that gives Ring, to himlelf. But 
for thofe Things which concern the beft 
World, he doth riot fo much as confufedly 
fee them, neither knoweth whether thcy^ 
te. He fees no whit into the great andl 
awful Majefty of God*; he difcems hin* 
ndt in. all his Creatures,, filling the World ^ 

' ^ with. 
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vAih Ms infinite and glorious Prefence: 
He fees not his wife Providence over- 
iniling all Things, difpofing al] cafual 
£lyents> ordering all finful Ajfljons of Men 
to bis own Glory: He comprehends no? 
thing of the Beauty, Majefty^ Power, and 
Mercy of the Saviour of the World, fitting 
in his Humanity, at his Father's Righc 
Hand : He fees not the unfpeakable flappir 
ne(s of the glorified iSoulsof the i^ints : He 
fees not the whole Heavenly Commonwealth 
of ^ Angels (afcending and deicGoding tQ 
fhc Behoof of God's Children) waiting 
ypon him at all Times .inyifibly (not ex* 
eluded with Coldi^fs of Prifons^ nor De* 
ifblateneft of/Wilderncffes) and the Mut 
titude of Evil Spirits pafiing and itandn 
idg by him, to tempt him unto Evil 5 t^ut, 
like unto the foolifh Bird, when he hath 
hid his Head, that h? fees no body, ho 
thinks hina&lf ajtogethec unfeen \ and 
then counts himfelf folitary, when his> 
Eye can meet with ne Companion. It 
was not without Caufe, that we call a^ 
mcer Fool a Natural. For however WcM-Id- 
Vngs have &i\\ thought Ghriftians God*s 
Fools, we know them to be the Fools of 
0e World.. The deepeft Philofopher that 
?ver was» ( faving the Reverence ofi the 
Schools) is but an ignorant Sot compared, 
tQ-tbe fimpl?Jp: QhriS:an:L For the weakeft^ 
; _. ' Ciiriftian^ 
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Chriftiani may, hf i^ain Inforiiaarion, ft* 
fomewhat into the gteateft Myfteriesof 
Nature, becaufehehaththeEyecrfRcafon 
common with the beft : Bat the Hiitefo- 
pher, by all die Detoon#rat!on in th« 
Wdrld, €a»c(iBcciven«ai«^of AeMyfte- 
lies of .Godlinefe, becaofe he uttd-ly wants 
the Eve of Faith. Though my Infighr 
mco MactcTs of ^ Work), be fo fhallow, 
that my Simplicity moveth Pity, or maketh 
Sport unto ethers, it fliaH be my Content- 
tnenc Md Hi^ngfs, diM I fee ftirdier i»* 
to beMr Matters. Tharwhacb I feeiK*i 
is wort^lds, and tfeferveth little better 
than Contempt } that which I fee, is rai- 
%cakabfe, iDdlimable, for Cbtnfort, fe^ 
Glory; 

Pakh ^ Devotipn naturally grow id 
ihe Mind of ercry reafonable Man, who 
feeis the Impi-rfSons of Divine Power an^ 
Wifdom in cvtry Objed on whidi W 
eafts his Eye. Tlie Supreme Being M 
ftwdo the beft Arguments' for his ev« 
Exiftence in the i^t^tnarion of the Bea- 
▼ens and thcEardij and thcfe are Arg«»r 
nientff which a Man of Senfc cannot forbear 
Attending to, who is oat of the Noilc aad 
Hurry of human Affan-s. Jriftotle fafs. 
That IhouH a Man live under Grouad, 
and there conrerfe with Works rf Art and 
Mechanjfm, and ihookl «fterwards te 

brought 
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bro^Ht 0p into thfr <^n Pa]^» &nd fee the 
fcvcral Glories of Hdfcwi) tfldJBwtb^ ho 
woutdi immediatdjr ptonouacb them tbo 
Works of fiich a Being ats we define God 
to be. 

How eafy is it to iay, that if hfidtliiy 
did not lurk in. the Hearts of Men, they 
durft not do aa tbey do; they could not 
but do what they do not? Durft they 
fint if they were perfwaded of an Hell I 
Durft they buy a Minute of Pleaibre at the 
Hazard of everlafting Torments? Could 
Acy fo flight Heareni, if they believed it? 
Could they be fo loth to poffcfe it? Could 
^y think much of a little pabful Good-- 
nefs, to porchaie an Etermty of Happi«» 
nefs? 

If any Man will offer a ferious Argu- 
ment againfl: any of the Principles of Re* 
ligiorty or Points of Faitbj and will de- 
bate the Matter foberly, as one that con- 
fiders the infi^iite Confequences of thefe 
Things one Way or other, and woiild glad- 
ly be fatisfied, he defenres to be heard what 
he can fay ^ but if a Man will turn Re-* 
ligion into Raillery, and confute it by 
two or three bold Jefls, he do^h not make 
Religion, but himfelf ridiculous in the 
Opinion of all confiderate Men, becaufe 
be fports with his Life and Salvation. It 
concerns tvety ^1an, that .would not trifle. 
„ .♦ away 
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iway his Soul, and fool himfclf into irte^ 
coveraUe Mifery, with the grcateft Scriouf- 
ne& to examine the Matter, withoat taking 
ienfual and worldly Interefts into Confidera- 
tion. Religion miift be either true, or 
falfe: Iffdfe, the religious Man, andftridt 
Obfervcr of aH the Precepts of Self- Denial, 
ventures no more, than the Lofs of his 
Time in Purfuance of its Didtates ; but if 
true, the vicious Man is of all Men mod 
mifcrable. We muft tremble at the very 
Thoughts of what unutterable and incem^ 
prehenfible Torments wc fee him driljr 
heaping upon himfclf. Though the Truth 
of Religion were much left dcmonftrable, 
th^n it really is, certainly there is no fen- 
fible Man but would chufe to be vir- 
tuous.. 

- Rd^ioft feems to point us out the rea- 
dy Way to the right Emoyment of Lite, 
by giving us a Profpea of a better be- 
yond it : Without this View, we muft look 
en our Condition with Contcnrpr, and think 
our felves unhappy to be pent up in Flefli, 
only CO be the Obje'ds of Calamity, and 
Prey of Diftcmpers, Burnet, /in his Thory 
of the Earthy has fet this Thought in an ex- 
cellent Light : What is this Lifey fays he, 
iut a Circulation of little mean Aliions? 
JVe lie down, and rife age&n, drefs andufh 
drefs; feed and w$x btmgry^ ^goork or ^<tfs 

and 
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md are ^eary^ and then we lie down a^ain^ 
and the Circle returns. JVe fpend the Day 
in Trifles^ and when the Night comes, we 
throw our/elves into the Bed of Folly j amongji 
Dreams^ and broken Thoughts, and wild 
Imaginations.' Our Reafon lies ajleep by us 5 
and we are, for the Time, .as. errant Bruits 
as thofe that Jleep in . the Stalls, ' or in the 
Fields. • Are not the Capacities of Man'.high£r 
iban thefe ? And ought not his Ambition and 
Expectation to be greater ?, Let us be Adven- 
ifirers for another World : *7i/ at leaji, a 
fmr and noble Chmce \ and there is nothing 
in this worth our Thoughts, or our Pajftons. 
If wejhould'be difappointed, we are Jiill no 
worfe than the refi of our Fellow-Mortals ; 
and if we fucceed in our Expectations, we are 
eternally happy. , . 

The Prolpeft of z future State k the 
fecret* Comfort and RefrefhAient of our 
-Sonls ; it is that which makes Nature 
look gay about us ; it . doubles all our 
Pieafures, and fupports us unt^er all our Af- 
fliftions. We can look at Difappointmefits 
and Misfortunes, Paiir atid Sicknefs, Death 
itfelf ; and what is worfe than Death, the 
Lofs of thofe who are deareft to us, with 
Indifference, fo long as we keep in View 
the Flexures of Eternity, and the State of 
Being, in which there will be no Fears nor 
Apprehenfions, Pains nor Sorrows, Sicknefs 

nor 
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nor Scpantioo. Why will any Man be (6 
^Impertinently officious, as to tell u«> all this 
.1$ only Fanqr andDclufion? is there any 
Merit in being the Meflenger of ill News? 
If it is a Dream, let us enjoy it, fince it 
makes us both the happier and better 
Men. 

Infdelily^ indeed, has been pretty well 
driven out of all its Outworks. The 
Jtbeiji has not found his Poft tenable, 
and is therefore retired into Deijm^ gnd 
a Diflxilief of revealed Religion only. But 
the Truth of it is, the gr^ateft Number 
of this Set of Men^ are thofc, who, for 
Want of a virtuous Education, or examin- 
ing the Grounds of Religion, know fo 
very little of the Matter in Queftion, 
diat their InHddicy is but another Term 
for their Ignorance* They are wedded 
to Opinions full of Contradiction and 
Impoflibility, and at the fame Time, look 
upon the fmalleft Difficulty in an Article 
of Faith, as a.fufficient Reaibn for rejcdling 
it. Notions that fall in with the common 
Reafbn of Mankind, that are conformable 
to the Senfe of all Ages and Nations, 
not to maidon their Tendency for promo- 
ting the Happineis . of Societies, or of 
particular Perfons, arc exploded as Errors 
and Prejudices; and Schemes ereded in 
their Stead, that are altogether monftrous 

. dnd 
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and irfationaJ, - and require the taoft ex- 
travagant Credulity to embrace them. I 
would fain afk one of thcfe begotted In- 
fidels, fuppofing all the great Points of 
Atheifm, as the cafual or eternal Forma- 
tion of the World, the Materiality of a- 
thinking Subftance, the Mortality of the 
Soul, the fortuitous Organization of the 
Body, the Motions and Gravitations of 
Matter, with the like Particulars, were 
laid ti^ether,, and formed into a Kind 
of Creed, according to the Opmions of 
die moft ceklxated Atheifts ; I fay, fup- 
poOng fuch a Creed as this were formed, 
and irqpofcd upon any one People in the 
World, whether it would riot require an 
infinitely greater Meafure of Faith than 
any Set of Articles which they fo violently 
oppofe. 

Could I fee that Man who was really 
perfwaded there is no God, I fhould hear 
at leaft by what ftrange convincing Ar- 
guments he had found it out. . One would 
expedl from fuch as a^ contrary from all 
the World befides, and contradidt the 
common received Principles, that they 
knew more than other Men ; that their 
Reafons were plain, and their Arguments 
convincing. But the Impoffibility I find 
myfclf under of prpving there js no God^ 
O is 
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is a Dcmonftration to me duK iftcre '» 
One. 

Noir a$ I cannot but believe die Ex* 
iflence of a God, and know my own 
Slate mctftal and tranikory, t muft k)d^ 
on myfelf as ckpendenc on hii Power, I 
eannot help believing myfhH hi$ Crea^ 
ture, that 1 owe hira Worfliip and Reve- 
rence &r all the Bleffinn of Life ; and the 
Neceflity of fucb Obfcrvance, points oot 
to me a Form of Religion. If my Re- 
ligion be faUe, k k a Snare, which I muft 
own to be bid with fiKh 'Temptations, 
that I could not avoid rufliing imo,^ and 
befaig caoght by: What Majefty, what 
Gbry, arc in its Myfterics ! What a Con-' 
nexion in all the feveral Parts of its Doc^ 
trine? How very rational k it! How 
candid and innocent in its Morals! Wh(> 
can ftsind againft the Screngrh of lb many 
Millions of Wiciiefles, the moft moderate 
and wiieft of Men, who, during three 
whole Ages, Succeeded one another, and 
whom the Senfe of the fame Trudi fo 
CQoitantljr fiapported in their Exiles, in 
the darkeft Dungeons, the moft painful 
Torments, and 0iren in Death itfelf ? 
Take, fet opea Hiftory^, vun'it<»ver through 
ail its Parts, take it m>m the Beginning of 
the World, &om the D^wnf of its C>ea» 

tign i 
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6on ', was there ever any thiirg like this? 
Could all the Power of God himfclf havd 
laid a fitter Plot to deceive me? How 
ihjch ifepyld I efcM)e? Whether (hould I 
run? And how (hould t find any thing 
better? NT^y, but half fo good ? If I mutt 
perifh, *tis this Way I will perilh. To 
deny the being of a God, would indeed 
luk my Inclinations much better than 
differing myfelf to be deluded, though by 
fo plaufible and (6 fbecipus a pretence : 
But I have examined thoroughly, have en* 
dcavourcd'all I could, and ftill want th^ 
Power td be an Atheift. Thus am I forced 
back on my Religion, and compelled to 
ftick tQ it.. 

* T|ie wKofe World, were it made for 
5^4 ky in, a Titteral Sj;nfe, the lead thing 
Cod nos d<)ne for* Man, the Proof of which 
may be drawn from Religion. Man is 
therefore neither prcfumptuous, nor vain, 
V^Hen he fubmits to the Evidence of Truths 
^nd owns the Advantages he has received : 
Much rather might he be taxed with Blind- 
nds and Stupidity, did he refufc to yield 
hiHifelf convinced through the Multitude of 
Proofs which Religion lays before him, to 
ftew him the Greatnefs of his Privileges, 
the Certainty of his Refuge, the Reafon-. 
ablenefs of his Hopes, and to teach him 
what he is, and what he may be, 

O 2 . There 
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There is a vaft Difference between being 
fincerely religious, and zcaloufly defiring 
to be thought fo : The Profeflbrs arc not 
obliged to throw a fevere Sandity into their 
Faces, to abftain from the Appearances of 
Mirth and Pleafantry, and account them 
the Marks of a carnal Mind t To make a 
Conference of wearing a forrowful Counte- 
nance, and to be, in a Manner, eaten up 
with Spleen and Melancholy. It is miftak- 
ing the Nature of Religion, to think it 
confills in an Unchearfulnefs of Heart. It 
is entertaining wrong Notions tof Piety, 
and a Weaknefs of Underftanding, to love 
to indulge this uncomfortable Way of Life, 
and give up ourfelves a Prey to Grief 
and Melancholy : For fuperllitious Fears 
.and groundlefs Scruples to cut us 6fF from 
the Pleafures of Converfation, and all 
thofe fecial Entertainments," which are 
not only innocent, but laudable •, as if 
Mirth was made for Reprobates, and 
Chearfulnefs of Heart denied thofe who are 
the only Pcrfons that have a proper Tide 
ta it. 

ft is not the Bufinefs of Virtue or Reli- 
Fwrt, to extirpate the Affcdions of the 
Mind, but to regulate them. They may 
moderate or reltrain, but were not defign'd 
to banilh Gladnefs from the Heart of Man. 
Relipon contrads the Circle cf our Plea- 
fures, 
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fures, but leaves it wide enough for her 
Votaries to expatiate in. The Contempla- 
tion of the Divine Beings and the Exercife 
of Virtue, arc in their own Nature fo 
far from excluding all Gladnefs of Heart, 
that they arc perpetual Sources of it. In a 
Word, tjie true Spirit of Religion clears, 
as well as compofes th| Soul : It baniflies, 
indeed, all Levity of Behaviour^ all vicious 
and diiTolute Mirth *, but in Exchange, fills 
the Mind with a perpetual Serenity^ unin- 
terrupted Cbearfulnefsy and an habitual In- 
clination xo pleafe others, as well as to bt 
pleafed in itfelf. , 

• ; it is^th^ Remark of Plutarch^ that our 
jgreaf Ignorance of, and W^nt of Acquaint* 
'ancewittt the Divine Beings^ moft natural- 
ly runs m two Screams ; whereof the one, 
in harfh and coarfe Tempers, as in dry and 
ftubborn Soils, produces Atbeifin ; and the 
other; * in the moflr fen<3er and flexible, as in 
moift and. yielding Grounds, a fuperjlitious 
Dread. 

Atheifmy which is a misjudging that 
there arq no blefled and incorruptible 
Bein^s^ tends yet, by z, Difbelief of their 
Divinity, to bring Men to a Sort of Un- 
concemcdncfs and Indififerency of Temper: 
For the Defign of thofe that deny a God^ 
is to eafe themfclves of this Fear. But 
Superjlition appears t)y its Appellation to 
O 3 . be 
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be a diftemper^d Ofwion aid CottjOckf 
produdive Qt fuch meaa and abjcfl Ap^ 
prchcnfioos* as dcbafe apd bne^k a Maa'j 
Spirits i while be tUnks there are ^vin^ 
Powers indeed, but withal, Cout aod vjor 
didive Ones. So tlw the ^beijl is not at 
aN, and the SMerfiUms is not dul^^ aficd^ 
cd with the Thoughts pf God v l^HQrapce 
depriving the One of the $Qxik of bis Good* 
ncfe, and fujp^jujding to the Other a Pcr- 
fuafion of his Cruelty, Atbeifin then is but 
falfc Reafoninp fingle, but. Su^rfiition fu- 
peradds a Pamon. 

This then is the very Cafe <rf the /iibnflp 
and blind D^voAm^ry: The former iees 
fiot God at ^ •, the laitcr beCcves his Ejc- 
iftence: The fprnicr whdeljF overlook$ 
him ; but the latter miftakes his Benij^ity 
for Terror : his paternal Afiedion for Ty- 
ranny ; his Providence for Cruelty \ and 
his frank Simplicity for Savagenfis an^ 
Brutality. 

We ought particularly to defewl our 
Keafon againfl: ixxh che& abominable 
Errors : To deny the Bmg of a DmnUj^ 
and utterly co throw off* his Protedion 
juid Providencet i% the . greatefl: Injury 
we can do to our own Souls : ip to con- 
fcfs him, and yet with that fervfle Fear 
that may prejudice his Mercy, i& a Pn>» 
phanatioQ of his facred £0ence* As we 

ought 
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cwg^t 10 n& aObred that chcre is a God, 
fo let us believe that there is One will 
take care of us, both under a prefent 
Affliaion, and the Apprehenfton of a di- 
ftant Evil. So ftaM we be fccure, that 
either God^ by Ws ft^vidcnce^ will prevent 
the EviU we fear, ot will fupport us under 
rtrem when they come. It is iti^pofllblc 
for any TS/i^ ^nrho fee^ only the fmatleft 
Part of the Univefjey to doubt of a free 
and fuprtam Being, until by the Senfe of 
his Wickedoefs it becomes his Intcreft 
Acre fliould feeiion^. For certainly there 
fiever tran any I^an who feid there wai 
no God, but he urifked it firft. Wheri 
Men lite » if thWe were no God, ic be- 
comes estpcxHent for them that there 
fliould be none v and then they endea*" 
vour to perfuadc themfelves fo \ aflfd are 
^afl *» find A^ments to ftntffy thfHiv 
felve8 in diat l^erfeafion. Ic wa^ good 
Coimftt giv^ 10 the AtbenianSy to be very 
careful PhUip of Mntedon was dead, be-' 
fbue they exprefs'd their Joy at his Death, 
fcwift they might find him alive to fevengrf 
their hafty Triumph 5 and fo 1^ the Atht^ 
ifts be fure there is^ no God^ before they 
prefunie thas to defy him, leaft they fine! 
bim at laft affurt his Biing in their De- 
ftruAion. 

O 4 Weak 
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Wicak Mao* that loves to deceive hlnvi 
felf with fupcrficial Arguments, and film 
over the. Wound of his Folly, has too of* 
ten queftioned the Certainty of Providence, 
from the Compafficm and long Suffering of 
the Divinity^ from the Calamities under 
which the Good and . Virtuous groan, 
from the Profperity of ,tbofc that defenre 
it not, and the Impunity of Wretches 
who feem {o dare the Arm of Vengeance, 
and provoke God to affcrt his Omnipo- 
tence. It becomes not the fHpreme Deity, 
iay tbefe dffu^t^ to be rcpiife Jn/any 
thing, but n)ore efp^cialjyi in ^e-Brdecu* 
f ion of the Wicked ; fipcc f hey .tlymfclves 
are no W^ys negligent or dilatory in dpiog 
Mifchief, but are always driven on by the 
ipoft rapid Impetud&ties of their PaflictnscQ 
Ads of Injuftice. 

. It is a Saying rf Tbucy4idfS^ That Re- 
venge which follows Injiny clofcft at the 
Heels, prefently puts a Stop to the Prc^rds 
of fuch as make Adv^tage of fgccefifiil 
Wickednefe : Therefore there is no Debt, 
with fo much Prejudice pwt off, as that 
of Jufticc; for it weakens th^' Hopes d 
the Perfons wronged, and readers them 
eomfortlcfs and penfive, but heightens 
the Boldnefs and daring Infolence of the 
Oppreffor. Were the Impieties of enor-. 
nious Tranlgreffors, fay tlK:fe fhallow Dif" 

futanth 



d by Google 



Religion. 297 

tutants^ fiogty fcouiged and rcprefled by 
im^nediate: Scvcrityy it would bring them 
at JLec^h to a Scoft of their Foliy, hum-" 
ble thcniv ' and ftrikc djcm wkb an Awe 
of the Divine Bting^' ^\\oxh they find widi 
a watchful Eye beholding the Adions and 
. Paflions of Men, and feel to be no dila- 
torf, but a fpeedy Avenger of Iniquity : 
Whcr^,thi;fanie lrcnj& and 'flow-paced 
Jufti€£j -m.Eurifidei defcribos it, that falls 
upon the Wicked by Acddenr, by rea- 
fon of itslncertainty^ iU*timed Delay, and 
diforderly Motion, feems rather to refemble 
Ckance xhm PrcvUin^c. 
" Theiokl HetUbeus y yi\iO had more per- 
feflk. Kottons of a fuperior Providence^ 
than thcfe weak CbriJUanSj wifely paint- 
ed t Divine Vengeance, ^Plumhds Pedibus^ 
at ferrets M^mbus^ with Leaden Feet, but 
with J&'e^M Haifds : Ihtknating, that how«» 
ever, flqiwly: the juft Vengeance of th? 
GodsTt:rtp«. after Qflfetiders, yet when k 
once over-tpok them in their loiqaity, iti 
Severity would conopenfatc for the De** 
lajf , sapd ibeir Reprieve from Sorrow. 
How bold aod ! daritig an Arrog^mce is it 
in Us, Ih^ ^€^.b«t mqrtal Men, to dive 
ttro far mm ,:thc irtci^flnprehenfiWc M5r>. 
fteries of the Dtvinit}^ \ It is rtiore ridi*- 
culous, as .well as inJblcnt, than if Pen- 
foos •whplly..,iwd' oi^ Knontdedgp, ^ihould 
^- t f O 5 ' undertake 
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vndertake to jodge of the Methgdh mi 
ReafoQ of cOoniag Aidfb hf fligUt Opi« 
UtODSy jttd pnboble <j(ii§e6bjits of clieir 
own. How ddpioabk AoiiU wc acoomit 
the Man, «lu> underftatidt ooAiog. of 
the Science, yet would be ^ing.Kesiens 
ibr a Pbynd^ns Procotding with his Pa* 
lient i and why he ^ther gave LBkitin^ 
than harfter PociontJ Solikewife k tt 
neither e^ nor fife^ to ijpetk odievr 
wife of the fupteairi Beings than only 
this That he alone ic iiy who knows the 
moft conrenient . Tiaui to apply pmpor 
Corrofives for the Onrectf ^ and Itiipwty i 
and, as Medidnes, to admiiiUtcf BuinOi- 
ments to every Tnmfgredbr ; yetnot coo* 
fined to an eqoal Qjmltty md Meafurt 
common to alt Diftompers^ nor to» one 
and the feme Time. Emims %)cokkig of 
1^ eternal R,uler ami Lx)M)oip4JI Things, 
fires, him die Title of thb n»bft f^9^ 
jtrtififity as being dio' grdii AntfaoF and 
DiftribotcH' of Juftice, to whom it properly 
iKlongs to determine, at wliat Titnie, isi 
whatManner^ and to^ what Dsgree^ -tOrpiK 
aifh every particidarrQffimd^. i- : 
There H no . gmtor-BmeBi iehai Me* 
can enjoy fromi^God^ ^to <by^ tttolfiS^ 
tauoo and Porfiiit 6f thefe-Perti^idnSy and 
thfx Sandity which is in him, to be a^ 
cited to 1^ Stocty of Viimc.. TbMktt 



d by Google 



Relic} ION. 299 

he, with Forbearance, ind at Leifure, in: 
flifts hisr Piiniflimenp upBn the Wicked j 
iiot that he is afrain of committing jin 
Error, or of repenting, fhould he accc- 
lerate his Indignation •, but to eradicate 
that bruti(h and eager Defire of Revenge 
tkrt reigns in human Breafts •, and to teacli 
us, that we are not, in the Heat of Fury, 
now when our Anger heaving fwells up 
above our Underftanding, to fall upon thole 
who have done us an Injury, like fuch 
as feek to gratify a vehement^ Thirft or 
craving Appetite' ; bat that we (hould, in 
Imitation ot this Mildnefs an^ Forbearance* 
with: due Cbrfipofure of Mind (till after 
fuch lujfficient Time fof Confideration 
taken, as may admit of no Repentance) 
give Way to the Defite of Chaftifement or 
CofreAion. 

Probable ir is, fays Plutdrcb^ that God, 
whatever diftempered Soul it be which 
hlT perfecutes with his divine Juftice, 
obferves the Motions and Inclinations of 
it^ whether they be fuch as tend, to Rej 
pentanice; and allows Time for theReform^ 
atfon of thbfe^ whdfc Wiqkednefs is nei- 
ther myinciblt,*' or incorrigible i well- 
knowing, , what a Proportion of Virtue* 
Souls from himfelf, conveyed to 'Gene* 
ration, carry along with them*,^ncf hov\j 
Itrohg and vigorous theif mnate and'pri- 
.06 mitive 
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mitive Good yet continues : For Wicjced-* 
nels buds for^ pretematurally upon the 
Corruption of bad Diet, and evil Con- 
verlation ; but then fomc Souls recoverf 
ing again to perfcfl* Cure, or an indif- 
ferent Habituck, is the Reaibn the Deity 
does ^ not inflid his Punifhments alike 
upon all. 

Were this Argupient of ten.thoufand 
Times left Force and Prevalence than 
it is, the certain Remorfe of Confciencc 
in the Guilty, b a convincing Argument 
of a Divine Provic^encc, a tacit Condemna-! 
tion of them for ading againft their 
Duty i and in thofe Duties, which Ihould 
be performed, is Religion implied. Are 
not the Minds of the Impious diftrefsM 
with Fears and Sorrows, ungratefiil Re- 
membrances, Sulpicions of Futurity, .anil 
Diftruftsof tprefent Accidents? And .what 
do thcfe . Anxieties and Terrors amcJunt 
to, but' Accufations for omitted Dutief ? 
.Every Man is a Jittle*World within him- 
felf; and in this little World* . tliere is a 
Court (>f Judicature; ere^ed,. wlvereip^. i;^Xt 
under God, the Ganfcienqp {Ks,"a!s thq fo- 
preme Judge, from whom there is no Ap- 
peal ; that paflcth Senteqc^ upon us, upoQ 
all our Aftions, upon all our Intentions i 
for oii^" Perfonsj abfolving orie» condemn- 
ing an^ithcrj for pur Aflic^, ^Hp^^^ onpj 
..' : \ ' • . * - , / -^' Torbidding 
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ibr^ding anotb^: If that condemn u^ 
in vain ihall: all the WcH^d befide acquit uai 
and if that clear \]s, the Doom which tb^ 
World pafleth upon u3^ is frivolous and 
ineffeduaU 

But allowmg that the Delay of Sinners 
Puni(hments be no Aigpment againft ths 
Qver^ruliDg of Provi4e|Ke» and that Con-^ 
icience is the Appeal* in. our Bofom, of 
Right or Wrong, yet there arc oiheif 
miftaken Notions countenanced amongft 
Men, to the Difcouragement of Rehgion« 
j(t is too frequendy looked upon as aa 
Objed of Terror, an Exringuiflb^r of Plea- 
(iirc and Vivacity, a Motive of Referve^ 
and Oloominefst; that It muQ; draw Men 
from all Convcrfe and focial Enjoyment, 
and tie them up to Solitude and Con« 
temp)at^n. Xhcfe Vjews are a}l of Pre- 
judice and Error ; fQr»..a&,l have; already 
obferved, true Religion is chearful and 
aflTabiey delights in-^U innocent. Pleafures, 
and only controuls thc^e that are guilty : 
The rigid and precife Demeanour, is rather 
Pharifaical^^tban devout. ' ; 

ReiigioQ ha; a Superiority above ^ 
otfier thk^, and is as nece0airy tp wt 
living happy in this World, a^^ft is to otyr 
being laved in the next ; it makes Men 
obedient to Government, and cprtfornftabte 
to iji^w$h icj^make^ .M^n pcace^Uie :ta 

each 
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nth other i it hefeih die I^atvttts of Men^ 
Md Jwrttens their Splrftsf ^ k cont^ 
Iheii^ Pafilohs, ftiid moptrfies «n thofeLufts^ 
Wbkh are the Oauftsi of Enmities and Di- 
vifions. If Men would live as Rcitgioil 
Itquircs they (liould, the World would 
be a quiet Hdbitiidoii : And the true Rea- 
fon why theSodieties oPMeft^?e fo firtFof 
TuBfrak and Dlforder,. is^ becaofe there 
k fo little true Religion among thetm 
So that i( ft were nor for fome fhiall Re* 
rtaloders of Piety and Virtec, wiiich are 
yet fcattrtfed anwngft Mankind, hiitnai 
^iety iK^Ovrfd in a- (feort Time difhitod 
and rtHi m& Go«ifufio»^ the Earth would 
grow wild and become a great Forrft, 
and Men would turn Beafts of Prey One 
to Andthcr. Indecent* Feuds and MoftiR* 
tics^htrebedn, of Oldj the Reproadi of 



'^Semhfter fe convtm^ Vrfis 5 



tkm kemim iMpts^ 

fays Jwuend : THe tugged Bears live ih 
Amity w^th themfclves : But one Mati is 
as a Wolf to another, and would tear h^ 
Throat c^j. 

Religion lias fo grtat jm Influence upon 
the Felicity of Man, that it ought to be up* 
lield out rf Regard to their Temporal Peace 

and 
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It qutl^^ aH^ddtfts of Met^ Ui& trnkeh 
diem m futtk iAfl&in»( the iMt^fttvkc^ 
t&te^ €ot^riK>its ^te^ t6 rulenv^th' Gon^ 
ft^dp^ and Inferior^, fbr Codfeience fake, 
tbewiUiAgeiitoebefi « — 

Thofe^ vA\o opon the Pretence of the 
Difflcfokies-of Roltgion; ^jklbfl^ them- 
ielves to a wicked Courfe of Life, may 
Wfi^ be c^vihcf d (ttough^ jJcrhaps, when 
hk too late) thai they took more Pains to 
make tbetnie{v€S miferftbie;», tbanthey need 
have doM) to-brki^ tbemfelves toHappinefs; 
There knoPriqkvtbii beti^riitt tHeSufl^rtn^ 
of thk Worlds and the GloHev (^ the rilexr: 
Bttween fik2fVt»y -and an^ Eftale % between 
the Span of a Min!^ life, and die Ihys of 
Etcrnky. Thefe th\ng% eonfidered, I take 
k 10^ be ft Chrifttan*s D^ to be moderate 
in hi§ Purfuits kere% to waMc' by FaJth, 
and QOl by Sight } and tfanfplanr his Af- 
feStiom from Earth td Heavecl. A Per« 
ion truly reJigioDSj prefers Regularity of 
]Pra£Uce^ Peace of Confcience, Divine Fa* 
¥cmv ^od Expedarioifs beyond Dbath^ t6 
a)) drtier^ng^. T<^fe<#h^jlt«fi6t Wiping 
td paW iifth d^ir Eafe, to balk thck Plea- 
fiire^ to- fa<tr}fice their Intereft iipon th?i' 
Seoiv, are fiM)rt ki iheip Piety Godh the 
fcrtheft Ob)aa ef (hw* X>eflfe. And^j^r- 

tainJy, 
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tzmlff when our Fakh is once fcnvtd to 
bis Knowliedge* our Practice muft folloic 
that Knowledge, y^ith Obedience to bis 
Con)n)ftdds, and A<lherence to enjoioM 
Duty. Nor let tbcWords of Duty and 
Ob^ience fcare us 5 for we have our Sa- 
vk)ut*s own Afiunmce.to encourage us, 
That bis Tohe, st tajy^ unirHs Burtben 

lisbi, , I 

. In fhort, when wft are once conic to 
believe the £xi(tence of a God ; Mre can-! 
not but worihip him, or know we Sin in 
not doing it i and afi^ this. Morality will 
be a great Part of our Reli^rion. All ois* 
Talk is to li^e fo /Uprightly^ a^ not to in- 
cur the Repro^h of our pwn Qonfcience ; 
to love our Neighbours, to do Jufti<« be- 
twixt Man and Man, by the fame.MeafuFC 
and Proportion as we defire it (hould be 
returned to^)«^l^cs> ^ Th^fe arc the In*, 
junAjons which will fcc^r;^ our Hgpf inefs 
hereafter, a^d can b^ no^ Bar to. our pre* 
fcnt Enjoyments* We may be devout, and 
not precife •, religious ai)d not auftere 5 may 
k^cp up to all. the Offices and Commands 
of Obecjience, impoied^jyet npt be rc- 
llr^ii^ed fr9m ai^y Plea^ires iaqoceii^ cm: les* 
fonable. So tha,t Religion is ^y a Curb.to 
Tempers of Impiftyy a Reftridion on 
Frophanenefs, a Bar to Libertinifin, and a 
:. . ' ftrong 
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ftrong Check to Injuftice and Immorality : 
But where our Inclinations and our <^Pka- 
rfures are bounded by Reafon, Hondlif V and 
Morality, Religion is a chojce.Qompanioo 
and Comforter, a Guide and Counfellor, a 
Spur to, and a Seafoner of our Recreations, 
the Life of Society ^ and Relief of our $o^ 
litude. 
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2) ETRJC^ION and Calumny are 
certainly the meaneft and mdt uoge* 
ntrous Vices a Man can be guilty of; they 
make us vilely prey on the Reputation of 
another, widK)ut the kaft real Addition to 
our own. I muft confeis I (hould always 
Mpc€t that Man to have a very (lender 
Pretence to Merit, who would laJxHir to 
impofe diisBeSef Upon me, by declaim- 
ii^ at the Impcrfeaiona of snodier. They 
areFrailtks which carry a grett^ Spice tf 
Envy with ti?cm^ wkhoot any. fioble Mix- 
ture of Emullitiw. If I; ntfytt look into 
the Failings of a third Perfon, I, ought to 
make them Leflbns of Inftruftions to my- 
felf ; to refine upon his Deficiencies, not 
declaim on them. I remember a very 
good Reprimand to Ccnfure, in a Play 
of Sbake/pear*s ; Give every Man accord- 
ing to hb Deferts, fays he, and who (hall 
efcape whipping : Let us examme whether 
vc do. not, iti &mt Rcfpca, deferve the 

Lalh, 
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Lafb, before we biod , up the $coufgp bir 

O0r Neighbour. 

. SJander» fays Tb^^pbrafius^ is a XeciieC 
Propenfity of Mbd ; to think ill of alj 
Men, and afterwards to utter fiich Senti- 
ments in icandalous ExprciHon. It ha3 
been ap In6nnity rbac has flourifl^d in all 
Times i aad the Old Worlds as wf 11 as 
jtbe New, produced Advoc;iccs for D^ 
jsaati^nc 1 ncrc Is a little Spleen inhcrcai: 
in human Nature ; when it is not corrected 
ftnd altered by Religion or Philofophy, feeds 
jtielf on gleaning up Imperfe&ions % whico 
fl very lloeral of di%or^g itfelf to tbf 
jDiladvantage c^ others, but very fpario^ 
and unwilling to allow them the jn:al Merif 
erf" their good Anions. 

nere is a Ijifi in Many no^ Charm can Umit 

Of loudly ^mijhinjf his Nekhkur^s^ Skaiftt : 
On Eagles ff^tngs tthmdrtarScandals fiy^ 
ff'7nlevirtu(ms ^/iim jrf hi b$rn^ aai£e^ 

Jays JsTJcnaL As I have already on j^ 
different $ubjed, p, thj^ Treatifej,^ talf;^;! 
notice thajt Jcalouiy of aqotherts Virtw 
is a tacit Confeffion of <3pr owfl. want of 
Merit^ To I may with Reafon fiiythe fame 
of Detradlion^ We fcould never liftca 
to fhe injurious Reports, if we were not 

'doubtful 
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doubtful our own* Charafter^ ftood in 
Need of being defended from a Plea of 
Error m diat of our Neighbour ; and were 
confcious our Reputation muft ftand on Ac 
Bbttom of Frailties, with which others are 
overtaken. Jliquando bonus dormitat Ho- 
merus^ has been an Excufe for too many 
Errort in Poefy. The ^xt'sx Horner^ was 
tbmctimes afleep, and why fKould we ' be 
denied the Privilege of Nodding ? Thefe 
Sort of Arguments, I fay, found our Ex- 
emption from precederrted' Error -, mftead 
of which wc Ihoufd owe our Charafters only 
tor. our *Merit, and not vxfible Dtfaults ip 
others^ It !s an honeft and worthy Maxim 
of Menander^'. 

IJt that lends an eafy and credulous Ear A 
Calumny y is either a Man of very ill Morals^ 
or 'has no more Senfe and Underftanding than 
a Child. . Wc^afe fo tnany Notions from 
.Prejiidice and Pirepoffeffions, that the Faults 
we are too fdnd of dccjaiming againii, are 
generally blinded on Suggeftions of Par- 
tiality 5 yet we give our Tongues as great 
a Loofe in running them down, « if they 
. , y were 
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wfir^ not, only real Blots^ but as if we 
ourfelves were out of a Poffibility of be- 
ing cenfured for any Errors or Slips in^ 
Condud. 

II remember to have read amongft'the 
Epiftles of Phalarisj a Reproof from that^ 
Tyrant, to Cleojiratus i which is a Leflba 
of general Advice to all fuch as indulge 
themlelves in a Liberty of Carping and. 
Calumny: lean hut think it (fays he) a 
Subje^ of Laughter^ as well ,ai' Wonder ^ 
that ^u take upon you, to ptay the Cen- 
for, and fet up for a Reformer ^ Man-' 
ners ; tov ya^ S^KKoiq IttHiiaZv lvi^oiX\o[A,tvov^ 

auTov iirifiKKd^xi j^f ti Tracrtj; tro ri^ia^ : For 

he that refumcs a Preienfion of correoting 
other Sy^ ought to he free from the Imputati- 
ons of the leaft Vropenftty to Vice himfelf. 

But however fevere and cenforious we are, ' 
as to the Errors of others, we carry a per- 
verfe foolifh Fondncfs in our Bofoms, which 
will not let us difcern half our own Imper- 
fedlionsj and thofe we -do difcern, teaches 
us to connive at 'em. 

Stultus 6? improhus hie amor eji^ dignufque 

notari. 
Cujn tuapervideas oculis mala lippuis inunilis: 
Cur in amicorum vitiis tarn cernis acutum^ 
^uarn iaut /fquila^ aut Serpens Epidaurius? 

fays 
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iay$ Borac$. If Men woiild but fake fc 
date ReaTons along with their Paflion, they 
muft cohcrude that they cannot monopolize 
t^ePrivilege of Defamation •, that the Airs 
they give tbcmfelves, will be taken nodcc 
of, and the Liberties they ufe With other 
PeopIc^s Charadcts, end in the World^S 
EitaminatioQ of their own. As a Spirit of 
Detradion and Calumny makes a Man 
(hunn'dy and hated by Company, who look 

S)on him like a bafe ff^rii of Enquiry into 
eir Words and Aftions, fo w the con- 
trary, a candid Difppfitioo, tfiat is for 
taking every thing by the beft Handle^ as 
pur Vulgar term it, tfiat is, rather for find- 
ing an Eiccufc for an Error, than fpreading 
it out in its blackeft Colours *, fuch i can- 
did Dilpofition, I fay, gives a Man Love, 
Rcfpccl, and Reverence, makes him em- 
braced and courted by all Society, is a 
Curb on Scandal and Backbiting, and gains 
him the Apjplaufe even of thofe Revilcrs, 
who delight in fpeaking evil. 

We ought to make ufe of Generofity in 
Qur Cenilires^ and ipara giving our Opinions 
in foch Manner, as may favour ctf Rancour 
and ill natured Severity. 

There is hardly an Error, but may be 
palliated by a favourable Conftrudion, and 
made more black than it really is, by the 

Venom 
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Venom of a ttiiUckius ToBguc, and thtf 
Oratory of ill Will. Now, as this is cer- 
tain beyond Gond^i6bion, it b much no- 
Mcr melts tofdre, than ckcfaim agatnft thtf 
ImperfeSions of odr - Fellow^reatares § 
^th Jk quadam virMShus ac vitiisvidmiaSf 
uten^Utm pr$ximd derivative verb&rtm^ ui 
fro temerario fertem^ fro frod^o Uheratan^ 
fro anmro pareum votemus! fays ^intiB^ 
dtt. That becaufe there is a certain Near* 
ncfi and Affinity m Virtues and Viccs^i 
we arc to make ufe of the Word that 
conies ncareft to the ExprdEon of the 
d)ing, fb that we muft ftile a raft Mait 
brave, a Prodigal liberal, and a MHer fe- 
ving. We (hould look on the Failings of 
another, as a Father does on the Deformities 
*f his Children ; term Squinting, a Caft 
of die Eye ; iifi moderate Laughter, the 
Heighthtrfgood Humour; and inrpcrtinent 
Loquacity, the Dcfire of being obliging in 
Company. 

But, tor the Generality, we arc ft> much 
the RcveHe of this, that we are even for 
grimacing upon Virtue, and turning good 
Qualities into Ridicule. So our Gall and 
Satyr arc but employed, no Matter whe- 
ther the Occafion. be juft or reasonable, 
we have the Pleafure of fatisfymg a De- 
pravity of Appetite i and it is the fame 

thing 
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thing to vi%f thoqgh it be at the Expence 
of Virtue. 

It is a Maxim in one of Demojlbem/s 
Orationss that /uil^v fi^afnTv irl 0c»v, to be 

giilty of no Errors, is only peculiar to the 
iv|ne Nature, and it is as certain, that 
meer Man is fubject to many : None arc^ 
abfolutely good, but by Comparifbn with 
thofe who are worie *, and he (lands in the 
bigheft Rank of PerfeAion, who is leafl; 
infeftpd with the fpreading Frailties. There- 
^re to judge honeij;ly and impartially, we 
are to put good Qualities in the Balance 
againO: the bad ones \ and if the Scale of 
the firft outweighs, the latter ought not to 
be brought into Account. 

In fhort, to overcome the Spirit of Dc- 
trafiion in us, we fhould look with feyei^ 
and unbiafs'd Eyes into our own Bofoms,. 
examine our Adions and ConduA, and fee 
what Levities we have from Nature, and 
how many more we have contracted by 
Cuftom, When we have diftovered a Fault, 
let us pcrufe ourfelves yet clofer, to try 
what Figure we make under it, and with 
what Eyes we fhould behold it in another 
Perfon, We fhould take the Beam out of 
our own Eye, before we pluck the Mc«eout 
of that of our Brother. 

It is well known, that we only approve 
of odicrs, for the Rcfcmblance we imagine 

they 
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they bear to our fclves ; yet the fame Vices 
which are deformed and infupportable in 
others, we dotft feel in ourfelvcs 5 they are 
hot burdenfome to us, but feem to reft with- 
out Weight, as in their proper Center. 
Such an one, fpeaking of another, draws a 
difnial Pidure of him, not in the Icaft 
imagining, that, at the fame Time, he 
is painting himfelf. There is nothing, in- 
deed, would make us amend our own Faults 
fo readily, as to be able impartially to dif- 
cern and avow them in others. *Tis at this 
juft Diftance, that they appear what they 
are, and raife in us an Indignation equal tof 
their Demerit. Now, wife Condufk turns 
upon two Jxesi the Paft, and the Future: 
He who has a faithful Memory, and great 
Forefight, is out of Danger of cenfuring 
in others, thofe Faults he may have been 
guilty of himfelf ; or condemning an Adtion 
which is a parallel Cafe, and in like Circum- 
ftances would be impoffible for him to avoid. 
It is monftrous to confider, how eafy and 
pleafed we are, when we rally, play upon^ 
and defpife others s and how angry and cho- 
leric, when we areoiirfelves rally*d, play*d 
upon, anddefpis'd. 

It is obferva^jle, that however fond Peo- 
ple are of Detra6Hon and Calumny them- 
felves, they always look with Scorn upon 
thofe who cxcrcife thefe Talents before 
P thems 

^ Digitized by Google 



JI4 Detraction. 

thenr; and howerer true they may judg^ 
the Tenor of dteif RaDlcry, they confickr 
it as die Produce of Envy, and feem un- 
willing to give that an Ear, which perhaps, 
they triumph in reporting to a frem Com- 
pany. 

In a Word, all Bacfcbidng, Degrading, 
and Detradion, are Vices too mean for Men 
of Honour and Principles to diink of, much 
more to praftife: I would not ralhly rob a 
Man of his Reputation, even in my private 
Thoughts; or hold him in light Eftinaa- 
tion, for fuch Failings, as I exped every 
one fhould either overlook or pardon in my- 
fclf. •Tis the Charter of the Female Sex^ 
to calumniate: Scandal is the Privilege of 
the Tea Table and Drawing-^Room: And I 
would never have our Sex contend with 
them in that which they account a Pleafure^ 
but we muft cftccm a falling from Honour. 
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IT is a troubldbme and difficult Taflc 
which Phibfophy undertakes in going 
about to cure the Dtfeale, or rather Itch of 
intemperate Prating: Fot that Words, 
which are the fole Kennedy againft it, re- 
quire Attention. But they who are given 
to prate, will h^r no body ; as being a Sort 
of People that loves to be always talking 
themlclves. 

If we would define Loquacity, fays 
fbeopbrajius^ it is an exceffive Intempe- 
rance of Words. The Prater will not 
iuffer any Perfen in Company to tell his 
own Story, but let it be what it will, tells 
you, you mifiake the Matter,: He only 
apprehencb the Thing right; and if you 
fJeafe ta bear bun, be will make it very 
clear to you. The Interruptk)ns of thefe 
unpertment Talkers^ as they make them 
the Marks of Ridicule, fo are they mdt 
unrealbnabie Methods o^ iupporting Con*^ 
P 2 vcrlation. 
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vcrfation. They weary out a Man with the 
Volubility of their poor Rhetoric, and teizc 
him into a Dcteftation of Society in general, 
for fear of being worried.. I would as wil- 
lingly fuffer the Torment and Gratings of a 
thoufand difcordant Sounds, as to be run out 
of all Temper, and talked out of Pad- 
cnce, by thefe eternal Triflers. 

The principal Vice of loquacious Per- 
fons, is' that their Ears are flopped to eve- 
ry Thing but their own. Impertinence$: 
This I take to be a willing Deafncfs in 
Men, controuling and contradiding Na-» 
ture, that has given us two Ears, though 
but one Tongue. As fedate and mode- 
rate People retain what is fpoken to them 5 
fo^ on the contrary, whatever is faid to 
talkative Perfons, runs through them Us 
through a Cullender ; and then they whifk 
about from Place to Place, like empty Vcf- 
fels, void of Scnfe or Wit, but making a 
hideous Noife. We frequently talk with 
Impetuofity in Company, through Vanity 
or Humour^ rarely with necefiary Caution; 
defirous to reply, before we have heard 
out the Queftion, we fqllow our. own No- 
tions, and explain them,, without the lead 
Regard to other Men^ Reafons. Were a 
Man to hear and write down thefe Con- 
verfations, be would fee, perhaps, a great 
• . . many 
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many good Things fpoken, but with little 
Confideration and lefs Coherence. It mud 
be acounted a fad Thing, when Men have 
neither Wit enough to fpeak well, nor 
Judgment enough to hold their Tongues; 
for this Want is the Foundation of all Ini- 
jjertinence. 

Where Garrulity a curable Vice in Na- 
ture, one would think your great Talkers 
ihould be broke of that Faculty, by feeing 
the Uneifincfs it puts their Hearers under : 
For when a Fool, full of Nbife and Talk 
enters into a Room- where Friends are 
met to difcourfe, to regale or be merry, 
the whole Company are. huflied of a fud- 
den, and afraid of giving him any Oc- 
cafion to feit his Tongue upon the Career. 
And if he once -begin to open, they arc 
glad to (heer off, and avoid the PerfeciK 
tion : Like Seamen, that, forefeeing an im- 
mediate Storm and rowling of the Wave5, 
when th^ hear the North- Wind be- 
gin to whittle from an adjoining Pro- 
montory, make all the Sail they can 
and haften into Harbour. I muft confefs 
M^hen a Man cXpreflcs himfelf well upon 
any Occafion, and his falling Into an Ac- 
count of any Subjefb arifing from a Defire 
to oblige the Company •, or from Fullnefs 
of the Circumttance itfelf, ib that his 
P 3 fpeak- 
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fpeaking of it at large is occaQoned only 
by the OpcnDefs of a Companion ; I &y, in 
fuch a Cafe as this, it is not only par- 
(lonable, but agreeable, when a Man takes 
the Difcourfe to himfetf: But wh^ yoo 
fee a Fellow watch Oj^rtupitia ^ 
being copious, it is exceffively tr^^ikk^ 
feme. 

It is an Obfervation of Pktanbf That 
there is no Member in human Bodie$, 
which Nature has fo (Irongly indofcd with* 
in a double FortiBcation, as the Tongue, 
entrenched within with a Barricado fiffiivf 
Teeth, to the End that when he rcfiiftf 
to be ruled by Reafon, that holds the Reim 
of Silence within, we fhould fix t»x Teetb 
in it till the Blood copies, w^fiiiex than 
fuffer the inordinate and unflca^^ 
Bin. 

rXoT(m rot Ownvfif h wAf<imi4r^ cif*rH 

fays Hejiod: A fnmient ^^^f^e k a ifi^ 
valuable Treafure in Man i md there is ffuuh 
Grace in ujing it with Diferetipn^ and oiferv^ 
ing a Medium. But Men that let their 
Tongue run at random, rend and tear 
the Ears with their Tatttok)gies5 lifc^ 
thofe, that after Table-Bpgks have ;beei> 

newly 
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newly ckanfcd and wiped, defkcc them 
again with their Impertinent Scrawls and 
Scratches. It was a good and ieafonable 
Reproof of /iriftotl^s to an egregious 
Prater, that had perplex'd him wit^ many 
abford Stories, and concluded every one 
with this idle Kcpetitbn, Jxd is mt this 
a wwiierful TSi^, Ariftotle ? Ho Wonier 
at all, fcid the Philofbpher, ibisi hit ^ a 
Mem Jhouli fiand ftill to bear ym fraie thusy 
who bad two Legs to run awaj^ tbal were a 
JFcndcr indeed. 

Another, Thing, that fliould be a confi- 
4crable Mortific^ion to thcfc intjempe- 
tate Tattlers, is. That their piicourfe \% 
fcldom hpard with iV^jtfntioB:. for wiica 
there is no avoiding the Vexation of oqe^ 
^ theib chattering Fbps^' Nature haa af- 
fi>rded us this Happiuefs^ that it is in the. 
Power of the Sogi, to lend th^ oiu:wardL 
Ears of the Body, and endure tlic Brunt 
of -the NoiJfc, while fhe retires to the re- 
mo^r Apartnwics of the Mind, and there 
exDplpys hcrfelf in bctte? and nnore wk^wi 
Thoughts. Indeed, , the Unduiatim of the 
fiounds about my Head, may, in fome 
Meafure, interrupt my Meditations, but 
even by thofe jmperfcdl Snatches of 
Thought, I am redeemed from being tor- 
tured with his whole L^mty^ 

P 4 May 
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May not a Man that indulges himfelf in 
an immoderate Humour of Talking^ be as 
jfjftly faid to be inebriated with IVords^ 
as another may be with Wine? For he 
has really as little Command of his Tongue, 
as if the Vapours of the Liquor were 
mounted up to his Brain ; he is intoxica- 
ted with Rattle, and his whole Difcourfe, 
as it were, runs a-head. The Philofo- 
phers, defining Drunkennefs^ call it a Be^ 
lifium^ or Madnefs, through immoderate 
drinking of Wiqe. So that Drinking is' 
not condemned, provided a Man keep 
himfelf within the Bounds of Silence and' 
Moderation. Only vain and filly Difcourfe 
makes drinking of Wine to be Drunkcn- 
nefs. 

They that make an ill and inconfider-* 
ate Ufe of Speech, which is the mod de- 
lightful Means of human Converft, ren- 
der it both troublefome and unfociablc; 
molefting thofe whom they think to gra- 
tify, derided by thofe whofe Efteem and 
Admiration they covet^ and offerifive to^ 
fuch whofe Love and Friendftiip they feek. 
Now, among all other Maladies, and Paf- 
lions, fome are dangerous, . others hateful, 
and others ridiculous ; but in foolifh Pra- . 
ting, all thefe Inconveniencies concur. They 
are derided when they make Relations of 

common 
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cominon Matters 5 they are hated for bring- 
ing unwelcome Tidings ', and they are in 
Danger for divulging of Secrets. The 
Tongue of one Man prevented Rpme from 
recovering her Frcetlom, by the Deftruc- 
lion o£ Nero : And Families, Cities, and 
Slates, have been^ ruin'd by tlic loofe and 
incoAfiderable Babbling of thofe, who had 
not the Power of Silence and Secrecy. 

It is a Remark of Plutarch^ That if the 
Qucftion were to be aflced. Which were 
the worft and mod pernicious Sort of Peo- 
ple, he does not doubt but that every Man 
•wotild agree to fay a Tray tor, that is not 
afhamM to build his Fortune on Treachery, 
and the betraying of his Country. And yen 
*a Prattler is awrt of^Traytor^ whom no 
-Man needs to hire v for that he offers hino- 
fclf ofEcioufly, and of his own Accord ; nor 
does he betray to the Enemy either Horfe or 
Walls ; but whatever he knows of public or 
private Concerns, requiring the greatcft Se- 
crecy, that, he difclofcs, whether it be in 
•Courts of Judicature, 'in Confpiracies, or 
-Management of State AflSiirs •, *tia all one, 
heexpcfts n6c fo'mucb asthe Rcwardof be- 
ing thank'd for his Pains; * rather he will 
return Thanks to them who give him Au- 
\dience. , ^ , . 

I would not he conceived in what I 
P 5 have 
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have retnarkM (o much to iMm At mllfit^ 
thb InfcmpeiaacQ of the Tanf^ m» 9t 
reforming and milking a Qireitf iu 1^9^ 
no Man will accuftom bimfelf «t> ftVfHdt 
and, as k wcrq, to <^rpate«i« ^ hk 
SouU a Vioe, tiU hfchM 6cft t^^w'^ ^ 
widi an Averfion* Not ciin «B oror dtt* 
teft tboTe evil Habits cf die Mind m mt 
ought to do, but when ive rif^t^ v .^a<^ 
by Reafon's Light, ci the Prgudioe itiey 
do us, and Ignominy we fiiftain tber^. 
For Example, we find duuf tbefe psofi^ 
BabUers, defirous ofbdng beloved, am 
univerfaUy iiated : White they ftudy to 
gratify, they become tnDubtefomes and 
while they feek to be admired, tfac^ are 
derided. In (hort, thoy injure their fmaids, 
advantage their Eneiliii^, and undo thein- 
felvcs. 

The likelieft Remedies i» cure this 
fpreading Malady, are, to recoikft in o^r 
ielves the Infamies and Di&fters whicji 
attend it, and to take into our ^rioos 
Confideration the Pradlice of what is quite 
oppofite and contrary to it. Let us con- 
fider how much more bdov'd, how much 
more admired, how far they are rq>ttted 
to exoell m Prudence, who deliver their 
Minds in few Words, who contraft thek 
Senfe within a imati Compafs of S^ch, 

than 
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gy^ge, wd fiimr their Topgu^ i^ ruo be* 
lore dieo: Wit;« But tbqre is one Imper* 
tinence* wbicby above sdl Thiags^ let u$ 
uUcefpedal Heed <tf not dipping into. That 
wbea ^mocber is aiked the Queftion^ w^ 
do not chop in to prevent his retum- 
iBg m Ai^wer* Sqd) a Forwardnefs aa 
;his, is not only indecent^ bpt iBJurious 
and affrontive; For thereby » we feem to 
iotinute, (hat the Peribn to whom the Q^^ 
^ioa was put, was not able to reiblve it$ 
and that the {Vof)ounder had not Pifcre- 
tion ^f&dwt to know of whom to aflc 
it. Nqw^ many Times it happens, that 
mis put Queftions to Ibme People, not for 
Wapt of an Anfwer, but only to minilter 
Occafion of Difcourfe, to provoke them 
to Familiarity^ and to have the PleaTure 
of their Wit and ([^onverfatipn ; Therefore 
to prevent another in returning his Aa- 
iwers, is the fame Thing as to run and fak(p 
a Man, who defigns to be faluted by fome- 
body elfe ^ or to divert his Eyes uj^ our- 
ielves, which were already fixed upo^ a9l>* 
tberp He that voluntarily prefum^ tp ai)- 
fwer for another, gives Diftafte, kthisAq* 
fwer be never fo rational ^ bctf if he miC- 
take, he is fure to be derided by all the 
Company. 

P 6 AMan, 
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A Man, that by Nature, and ill Habit, 
IS given to much Talk, ought to be ex-' 
treamly careful, that he be not over haftf 
in his Anfwers, to fuch as provoke him to 
Talk, on Purpofe to make thefnfeivcs mer- 
ry, and to put an Affront upon him. 
For fome there are, who, not oat of any 
Defire to be Iktbfied, but merely to pa6 
away the Time> ftudy certain Queftions, 
and then propound them to Perfons who, 
they know, love to multiply Words, on 
Purpofe to make themfelv^es Sport. Such 
Men therefore ought to take heed how 
they run headlong, and leap into Dif- 
courfc, as if they were glad rf the Oc- 
cafion •, but to confider the Behaviour of 
the Propounder, and the Benefit and Ufe- 
fulnefs of the Qgeftion. 

It behoves a Man that would return a 
pertinent Anfwer, to ftay till he rightly 
apprehends the Senfe, and underftands the 
• Intent of him that propounds the Que- 
ftion, for Fear of running at random, or 
of giving one Anfwer' for another, for 
Want of Confideration wKat he ought to 
fay; which is the EfFeft of an over-hafty 
Zeal to be talking. 

Befides, the profufe Talker is of fuch a 

" Difpofition* that if any Difeourfe happen, 

from which he mjgtu be able to. learn 

• - fome- 
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fomething, and inforitrhis Ignorance, That 
he rcfufcs arid fejefts; nor can ybu hire 
him to hold his Tongue ; lb that ftill he 
will be flinging out his Fooleries, as if he 
were Mafter of all the Knowledge in the 
World. We are not to eafe and difcharge 
ourfclves of our Worcfe, as if they were a 
heavy Burthen which over-loaded us 5 for 
Speech remains as well when uttered, as be- 
fore: It was given us to ufe for Necefli- 
ty, for Inftruftion, and for Civility, but 
never for Superfluity. Homer gives almoff 
confliantly to Pf^ords the Epithet of H^tnged: 
For he that lets go a Bird out of his Hand; 
does not eafily catch her agaja : Neither 
is it poffible for a Man to recall, and cage 
■again in his Breaft, a Word let flip frpm 
his Mouth. It IS a wife Obfcrvation ofihe 
facetious Owi, 

— iV«//i tacuifle »^r^/, »^^^/ ^ locutum. 

•Being fiknt never did any hurt; too much 
Freedom of Speech has' multiplied Mif; 
chiefs. How highly the Virtue of Taci^ 
tumicy was efteemed by the Ancrcrits, is 
plain from the Injundion of the wife Py^ 
tbagoras\ his Difciples were to be filent 
ifor the firft five Years of their Difcipline ; 
that by this compelFd Rcftriftion, he 

might 
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mi|^ be a Ju^ of their Coodncnce ia 
Trmb of lei^ Difficulty, ^«mw yif xf>^ 
wirmlh Irut iyitfctlsiJfiMm ri y9<tirinf uf^rui^ 
iafs JamUicbusi for to rule theTonguCt 
is the hardeft of all Self-Sd^Vaioiu The 
old Poet tbicgms has many Rubs agaioft 
<janruUty, iii his icmcodous Work:_Hc 
(ays, 72^0/ Uis agrtat Burden to a Loafer tf 
Prattle to bold his Tmigue% hut that ^eah 
i^ vdAoiU Fear orJVit^ as we iay, be is as 
hurdenfome to Ins Compof^ : That be is the 
geueraUverfiqu'^ hit that the Mixture of Jdeb 
a Perfim is nec/efary for Table-talk at Mcet^ 
isfis rf Aifrrimeat. 

KtiirlXtf dpOfiiv^ €iySn )^«^MrlacUrml ^^^ 
<Mbrf^}/o/ta0> / eUani Jin wufn f^lx^ju* 

AvAro; roirnf avixw^iu ri?4iu^ 

A Reftraiot from fuperfluous Talk, does 
not imply, that we are to be fuUen, or 
morofely iilent : This, inftead of a Virtue, 
is ill- Nature and Obftinacy,; and vwj ibew 
the Reierve more q£ a Spy, than the Guard 
of a prudent Man, This thm in a Wof(^ 
flhould be our Regulation: If there be ix>- 
thing profitable in fpeaking, nothing oe- 
C€;0ar]r to the;m that hear what is faid, nothing 
of Satisfa&ion or Delight, by being there^ 
xendered acceptable to all Society, then our 

Talk 
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Talk will be but fiiperfluous : For Words 
may be in vain, and to no Purpofe, as well 
9s Deeds: And we ihoiild always jemember 
widi Smofdiss^ That be who is given to 
Talk, has many Tim^ an Occafion to t^ 
pent ;him of his Words, but never that he 
can hold his Ton^e. 



Impirtinen? 
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Impertinent Curiosity. 



I Thought no SubjeA could more proper- 
ly follow a Treatife of Garrulity^ than 
the Impertinence of Curiofity^ which is fo 
frequently co-incident with it; and into 
which we often fall, purely for a Supply of 
Mattel ►r 

there ; o 

hear a y 

have / r 

And tl i 

to pry ; 

which 

vate w ►f 

their o^ , 

that neither can endure to hold the Ice in 
their Hands, nor let it go. 

Plutarch has related a Story of a Barher^ 
where this Complication of Loquacity snd 
Itch of Intelligence are pleafantly appa- 
rent : This Man was the firft who rcport- 
' ; ' ' cd 
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cd the News , of the great Overthrow 
which the Athenians received in Sicily: 
For, being, the .firfl; thajt heard the Rela- 
tion of it in the Pyraum^ from a Ser- 
vant of one who .had efcaped ouf of Bat- 
tle, heprefently left, his Shop at Sixes ancf 
Sevens, and flew into the'. poWickeft Piarts 
of the City, for Fear his Account fhould' 
come but at fecond Hand. The Surprize 
caufed a great' Hubbub ; and diligent En- 
quiry w^s loon made after the firft Spreader 
of the News : The Barber being bj-oughc 
to . examination, could give no Account 
of his Author, pply bqe that he never faw 
or knew in his Life before, had told him 
the News. This incenfing the Multitude, 
G)rds . were . inhmediately brought out, 
and the ^oor Barber was. tied Neck and 
Heels together; Soon after, the News of 
the Defeat was confirmed by feveral thac 
had made a hard Shift to efcape the Slaugh- 
ter. Upon this, the People were fc^ttered 
every one to. their own Home, to make 
their private Lamentation for their par-, 
ticular Lofles, and left the unfortunate 
Barber faft bound, in which Condition he' 
continued till late in the Evening, and then 
was let loofe. Yet did not this reform the 
Impertinence and Inquifitivenefs.,of the 
Fool ; for no fooner wa§ he fet at Liberty, 
but he would needs be enquiring of the' 

Exe- 
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^cecutiooer what News, and n^iat was re- 
ported of the Manner of Niaas the Gene- 
ral's being flain. 

The SfeShlor has fijrnUhed us with a 
revf natural CharacSleriftic of this Spe- 
cies of Iflipertineats : There is a Crea^ 
ture. Jays £r» who has all the Organs 
of S{)eech, a tolerable good Capacity for 
conceiving what is iaid to k, together 
with a pretty proper Behaviour in -all the 
Occuneoces of common life ; but nani- 
tally very vacant of Thought in itfclf^ 
and therefore forced to ^ply itielf to 
fbmign A0iftances. Of this make is that 
Man who is very inquifitive. You may 
often oblorve;^ that though J\e fpeales as 
^ood Sen(e as any Man, upon any Thing 
with which he is well acawinted, he can« 
not truft to the Range of his own Fancy^ 
to entertain faimfelf upon that Foundation^ 
but goes on ftiU to new Enquirits ; and 
the moft trivial Difcourfe is as wdcome 
to a. general Eogoirer^ as any other of 
more Goniibcmence could have been. The 
Truth is, the Inquifitive are the Funnels 
of Converiation ; they do not take in any 
Thing for their own Ufc, but merely to 
pals it to another : They are the Cbannela 
through which all the Good and EviU 
that is fpoken in Town, are conveyed. 
Such as ^e offended at them, or think 

they 
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tbey fiiffer by their Behaviour, may them** 
fclvcs mend that Inconvenience; for they 
are not a malicious People i and if you 
will fupply them, you may contradid: 
any Thi^ di^ have fatd before by their 
own Mouths* As the Incpjifittve are fuch 
ixmtJy from a Vacancy ia their own 
Ima^inadonst there is nothings methial^ 
lb ^af^rom^ as to communicate Seoeta 
to them \ for the httic Temper of Eo^ 
quiry makes JCbem as impeftiimtdy €0i»* 
municc^ve. Bidt no Man, ilM)iigh lie cott* 
yerfes with tbem^ Med pqc himfelf in their 
Power J for they wUl be contented wirfi 
.Matters of le6 Momeitt as well. H^t^ic^b 
Caveat of them is particularly kvf Ued at 
iheir Jnoemperaince <)^Ta))Uiic ^ 

Petcun£lat(^emfu^0j nUmgatrulusUmt^ 

Avoid thi Man that b fond tf a/kitf^ 
^ejiionsj for b^s 4i free in divulging V^m 
beiearns. 

Que mo often ices this Hmnwr no* 
oonq^anied widi an mlati^blie Defirt of 
knowing what paficst without tumwg 4t 
to any Ufe in the World but mef^y mek 
jown Entertainment. This Curio(ky whqi 
ic happens without Maliqc or Self-Intepeflj^ 
Jays t^ in the Imagin^tioUf ft Magaawe of 
£4rcumfl:aQ€C), which cannot but enteic* 

tain. 
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tain, when they are produced in Conver- 
fation. 

But there is a fort of Curiofity, which, 
by its ftudious Prying into the Evils c^ 
Mankind, ^ms to'bfe a Diftemper of 
Envy-iind ill-Naturfe : Tliis Clafs of overi 
buiy PedJ)le, n^ledling fuch obvious and 
common Things, into which any Man may 
enquire, and talk of, without Offence, can- 
not be fatisfied'unlefs they rake into the 
■private and concealed Evils of e^try Fa* 
Tnily in the Nefghbourhood; It was fmart* 
1y faid by the Egyptian^ who being alked; 
■Wte/ it was be carried fo tlo/ely, reply*d, iSf 
was therefore covered, that it might befecret. 
An Anfwer, which might fcrve to check 
the Curiofity of thofe impertinent Men, who 
will be always peeping into the Privacy of 
t>thers: - 

If the Knowledge of 111 can reward 
the indtiftrious Search with Delight and 
Pleafure, we fhould turn the Point of 
our Curiofity upon our felves, and our 
own Afi^irs, and we flialPwitliin Doors 
'find Matter enough for the mod l^lbort* 
ous Enquiries. EveryMan that Would make 
an exact Enquiry into, ahd take a juft 
Account of himfelf, ftiould firft make a 
particular Search into the feveral Mif- 
diicfs that proceed" from each Paflion 
•within him, whether it be Envy or Jea- 

loufy 
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ioufy, Coiretoufbds or Cos^ardicc,>or any 
other vkiods Inclination ; and then diftri* 
bute and range theni' all, as it were, into 
difl:in£): Apartments. Here this inquifitive 
and bufy Dilpofition.may find an Employ- 
ment that. will be of Ufc.and Advantage, 
and is neither ill-natured, nor impertinent, 
while every Man fhail call himiclf to this 
ftri«5l Eicamination. : / 

But we, through extreme Slodi and Ig- 
norance, being ftupidly carelefs of our own 
Affairs, muft be idly fpending pur Time, 
and talk either about our. Neighbour's Pe- 
digree or .G)ncerns. ,To fome Sort of. Men 
their, own. Life and AtSlions would ,a|^5car 
the moft unpleafant Spedlacle in the World j 
and .therefore they fly from the Light of 
their Cohfcience, and cannot bear the Tor- 
ture of on^ Reflefting Thought upon them- 
fclves. Fortwhtn the. Soul bein^ once de- 
filed with all manner of Wickcdnefs, is 
fcar'd at its own hideous Deformity, it en- 
deavours to run from itfelf, and ranging 
here, and there, pampers its own Malignity 
with malicious Speculations on the Ills, of 
others. ". ,\ 

There is likewife another Sedl of the In- 
quifitive, which ia that of the Bufy -body : 
This Man undertakes as- much, as he per- 
forms little. He will tbruft himfelf for- 
ward 
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ward to be the Gmdeofdie Wa^he knowi 

iioc ^ and calls at his Ne^ibboui's Wincbw, 

and aflcs why his Servantum not at Work, 

The Market hath no ComoKidky which he 

priaethnoc, and which the next Tabic ihall 

Qoc hear recited. His Toi^ne, like the 

Tails cXSampfiffs Foxss^ carries Firebrands^ 

and is enough to iet the whcde Fieid of the 

World on a Flame, Himielf begins Ta- 

ble-laUc of his Neighbour at anothtr's 

Boafd; to whom he bears the firft News, 

and adjures him to conceal the Reporter* 

There can no Aft pa& without his Com* 

ment, which is erer far fetched^ rafli, fuf* 

pidoas, and dilatory. His Ears sue long, 

and his Eyesquick, but moft of all to Im- 

perfeftions: Which as he eafily ices, fo 

he encreaies with intenneddlii^. He hates 

Conftancy as an earthen Dullnefs unfit for 

Men of Spirit v and loves to Change his 

Work and his Place : Neither yet can he 

be fo foon weary of any Place, as every 

Place is weary of him : He labours without 

Thanks, talks without Credit, lives widi* 

out Love, and dies widiotK Pity; fave 

that fome will fay; it was Pity he died no 

fooner. 

There are othor Perfi»s whofe Curiofitf 
is confined to News and public Tranfa^i- 
ons: Theie buftle among the Crouds dut 

throng 
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throng the Courts, Exdiangps, ahd Wharfs, 
and pick op all the idle Stories that are 
dropt in the Coffee-Houji. They go about 
pumping, fFbat Nttvs ffye bear ? W'erenot 
you t^on the Exchange to Day^ Sirf Ihe 
Citfs in a very tickli/b Fofiure^ what ^yc 
think offt ? In two or three Hours Tme we 
may be aU together by the Eats. Men of this 
Stampj if they are riding Poft, will light 
of their Horfe, and even faiigg and kiis a 
Fellow that has a Story to tell them, and 
ftay never fo long till they hear it out. 

It was a good Piece of Policy among the 
Locrians to prevent this Sort of unreafona- 
ble Impatience, diat if any Perfon coming 
from abroad fhould but once aflc concern* 
ing News, he was prefcntly confined for 
his Curiofity. For inquifitive People, that 
deal much in News, are ever longing for 
Innovations, Alterations, Variety of Adli- 
on, or any thing that is mifchievous and 
unlucky, that they may find Score of Game 
for their reftleft Ill-nature to hunt and prey 
upon. Charondas the Law-giver punifhed 
Adultery and this malignant Cuiiofity in 
the like Manner : And indeed there is an 
Affinity in the Vices 5 for as Adultery is 
nothing elfe but the Curiofity of difcover* 
ing another Man^s (ecret Pleafures^ and the 
Itch of knowing what is hidden \ and Curi- 
ofity 
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ofity is (as it were) a Rape and Violence 
committed upon other Peoples Privacies. 

I have obterved that the fame Curiority 
which is thus inquifitivc to know, is genet*al- 
ly no lefs intemperate in talking too, and 
muft needs be as ill-fpoken, as it is ill-na- 
tured. And hence it happens, that it does 
hot only become a Reftraint to the Vices 
and Follies of others, but is a Difappoint- 
mcnt alfo to itfelf. For all Mankind is ex- 
ceeding Ihy of inquifitive Perfons ; no fe- 
rious Bufinefs is confulted of where they 
are ; and if they chance to furprize Men in 
the Negotiation of any Affair, it is pre- 
fently laid afide i nor is any thing of Mo- 
ment (aid or done in their Company. 

To diflaude inquifitive Perfons from this 
fneaking and moft defpicable Humour, it 
would contribute much, if they would 
but recoiled and review all their paft Ob- 
fervations ; if they would but now and 
then look into their Bag of News, they 
would cprtainly be afliamed of that vain 
and foohlh Curiofity,which had been gather- 
ing together fuch a confufed Heap of worth- 
lefs Trafli. If they who curioufly enquire 
into thofe vicious Deformities, and un- 
lucky Accidents, that may be obfcrved in 
the Lives and Charadlers of Men, would on- 
ly bind themfelves to a frequent Recol- 
' - kclion 
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feiftion of what they had feen and heard, 
there would be found very little Delight or 
Advantage in fuch ungrateful and melan-» 
choHy Reflexions. 

Now, fince it is from the Ufe and Curtom 
of intermcdling in the Affairs of other Men, 
that this perverfe Praftice grows up into 
fuch a vicious Habit, we ought gradually 
to bring ourfelves to an utter Difufe of en- 
quiring into, or being concerned at any of 
thofe Things that do not pertain unto us : 
For Men fuffering their Minds to rove in- 
confiderateiy at every Thing they fee, are 
inured to a foolifh Curiofiry in bufying* 
themfelves about Matters impertinent. Per- 
fons of an inquifitive Temper ought to 
reftrain the wanton Excurfions of their Cu- 
riofity, and confine it to Obfervations of 
Prudence and Sobriety ; to preferve ihofc 
noble Faculties of Wit and Underftanding, 
which were made for ufeful and excellent 
Enquiries, from being dulled and debauch- 
ed with low and fottifti Speculation^ 

We Ihould never acciiftom ourfelves in 
palling, to peep into other People's Doors 
or Windows," becaufe the Eye may reach 
what the Hand cannot, and wander where 
the Foot does not come. The flaring and 
glancing of the Eyes to and fro, implies 
fuch a Levity of Mind, and fo great a 
Defeft in good Manners j as muft needs 
' ' <^ render 
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render the Praftice in itfclf very clowniftt 
and contemptible. It is not feemly:, that 
the Scnfc, which ought to behave itfclf 
as an Handmaid to the SouU in doing 
ir^ Errands^ feithfully^ returning fpeedily, 
and keeping at Home with fubmiffive and, 
referved Modefty, (hould be fuffered, like 
a wanton and ungovernable Servant to be 
gadding abroad from her Miftreis, and 
ftraying about at her Pleafure. 

The Senfes not exercifcd, and well 
managed, will at every Turn, break loofe 
into wild Excurfions, and hurry Reafoa 
along with them into the fame Extra- 
vagance, But when a Man hath by eafy 
and gradual Difcipline, acquired fome 
Power over himfelf, the Difficulty of re- 
fifting the Spirit of Inquifitivencfs will 
kflen upon his Hands ; and to fecure him 
from a Relapfe into Folly, he need but 
refled, how Hale there is to be gain'd by 
intermeddling with bufy and unauiet Peo- 
ple, and how great the certain Advantage 
is of bridling our Curiofity, and bringing 
it under Subjedlion to the Commands of 
Rcufon. Give me leave to infert two In- 
ftances of the vafl: Controul which two 
as great Men as the World has produced, 
had over themfelves on tempting Occa- 
fions : When Arafpes had commended the 
Fair Pantl^a. to Cyrus^ as a Beauty worth 

his 
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his Admiration, he replyed. For that very 
Reafon I will not fee ber^ lejiy if by thy 
P€rfuafumj IJhouldfee her but once^ fbe her- 
felf might ferfunde me to fee her cften^ and 
fpend more Ttme with her, than would be 
for the Advantage of my own Affairs. So 
Alexander^ upon a like Confideration, would 
not trufl: his- Eyes in the Prcfence of the 
bcatw^oos Queen of P^r/?^, but kept him^ 
felf out of the Reach of her Charms* and 
treated only with her aged Mother. Thefe, 
as they were peculiar Afts of Continence, 
fo were they as abfolute Checks*of Curio- 
fity ; which .never fleeps in youthful 
Breads, when Beauty gives the Alarm to 
the Blood. 

The Excefles of our Curiofity will yet 
more eafily be cured, if inftead of enquir- 
ing into \yhat concerns other Men, we 
can prevail with ourfelves fo far, as not to 
fee or hear all that is done in our own 
Houfes, nor to lilten to every Thing that 
may be tbid us, concerning our felves 
or our private AffqirSjt Haman Nature is fo 
eafily difcompos'd, our Tempers ruffled, 
and Paffions roufed, that we fliould be cau- 
tious of feeking Occafions of Difquiet. There 
are Circumftances enough of Vexation in 
every one's Affairs, which cannot be difguis'd 
or ke|)t fecret : And only Fools and Mad- 
men can be excufed for labouring to ftir up 
0^2 frelh 
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frelh Afflidions, and add an Increatc to 
Sorrow and Uneafinds. If it were but for 
this one Reafon, 'tis plaia, we ought to re- 
gulate our Curiofity, and contend againil 
an Humour of impertinence, whofe Confe- 
quences are not trivial : And if this one Vice 
be not correftcd, 'twill be fruitlcfs to fob- 
due our other Paflions : For while we indulge 
ourfelves in enquiring, fifting, and canvafmg 
every Trifle, we fliall be under a NecefGty 
of employing our Anger and Sufpicions ; 
bz drawn into Jealoufies of being made Pro- 
p.'rties ; Snd ufe bafe and ungenerous Subtle* 
lies to do ourfelves Juftice. 



?RIDE. 
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TH E R E is no PafTion which deals 
into the Heart more imperceptibly, 
and covers itfclf under more Difguife?, than 
Pride : So that the bed Way to know whe- 
t{ier we are guilty of this Vice, or not, and 
to prevent our charging this odious Imputa- 
tion upon others unjuftly, is, to ftate the 
Nature x)f Pride, and enquire into the 
Grounds of it. 

Pride is originally founded on Self-I.ove ; 
which is the moft intimate and infepa- 
paraWe Paflion of Human Nature. The 
Kindnefs Men have for themfelves, is ape 
to put them upon over-valuing their own 
Things ; which Humour, unlefs check'd in 
Time, will make them take moft Delight 
in thofe Circumftances and Aftions which 
diftinguifh them from their Neighbours, 
and place their fuppofed Advantages in 
the beft Light. By this Sdf-Love, we are 
to underftand thejvr^m.. ^^ -^ r ' ' " 
wuc tis impouibie for a Man not to be 
Q^ 3 proud. 
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p-oud, becaufe'tis impoffible for a Man not 
ro love himfclf : But we certainly do love our- 
fclvcs too well, 03 often as we fet an over- 
proportion'd and unufual Value upon any 
Thing becaufe 'tis our own ; as if our 
Fondnefs and Partiality were the true Stan- 
dards of Worth, and we had the Faculty of 
turning every Thing we touched into CK)ld. 
This is an Argument that a Man does not 
delight in an Advantage fo much for it- 
felf, as for the Comparifon ; not (b much 
for its own refpeftivc Goodnefs, as becaufe 
others want it. 

Pride, to define it in the plaineft Words, 
is too high an Opinion of our own Excel- 
lency. We may be affured, we liavc this 
Difeafe^ when we value any Perfon cbidfly 
becaufe his Advantages are of the fame Na- 
ture with thofe we enjoy ; neglcding others 
who have an equal Right to Regard, oftly 
becaufe their Privileges arc of a different 
Kind from our own. We may as certain- 
ly conclude ourfelves infefted with this 
Vice, when we invade the Rights ©f our 
Neighbour, not upon the Acceiint of Co- 
ve toufnefs, but of Dominion ; only that we 
may have it in our Power to create Depen- 
dencies, and to give another that which is 
already his own. And anotlier infallible 
S/mpcom is« when 1V^^» l^rr^ ^omiVf* ''^'^m- 
fclvcs tlic Subjcd of Difcourfc ; to con over 

their 
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their Pedigrees, and obtrude the Blazon of 
their Exploits upon the Company : This is 
an Argument they are over-grown with 
Conceit, and very much fmittcn with them- 
fclves. 

There is no AfFeftion of the Mind fo 
much blended in Human Nature, and 
wrought into our very Conftitution, as 
Pride. It appears under Multitude of 
Difguifes, and breaks out in ten thoufand 
different Symptoms, Every one feels it in 
himfelf, and yet wonders to fee it in his 
Neighbour, There is no Temptation to it 
firom the Reflcdion of our Being in gene- 
ral, or upon any Comparative Perfeftion, 
whereby one Man may excel anotlier. The 
greater a Man's Knowledge is, the greater 
Motive he may feem to have for Pride 5 but 
in the fame Proportion as the one rifes, 
the other finks, it being the chief Office of 
Wifdom to difcover to us our Wcaknefs and 
Imptrfedions. 

Inhere is an admirable Sentence in Holv 
Writ, which fays that Pride was not made 
for Man. There is not indeed any fingle 
View of Human Nature, under its preftnc 
Condition, which is not fufficient to extin- 
guifti in us all the fecret Seeds of Pride ; 
and on the contrary, to fink the Soul into 
the lowed State of Humility ; and what the 
School-Men call Self- Annihilation. There is 
0^4 nothing 

Digitized by Google 



344 P R I D E. 

nothing in his Underftanding, m hb Will, 
or in his prefcnt Condition, that can tempt 
any confiderate Creature to Pride or Vanity. 
And yet the very Reafons why he ftiodd 
not be proud, are notwithftanding the Rea- 
fons why he is fo. Were not he a finful 
Creature, he would not be fubjeil to a 
PaHion which rifes from the Depravity of 
his Nature ; were he not an ignorant Crea- 
ture, he would fee that he has nothing to be 
proud of ; and were not the whole Species 
miferable, he would not have thofc wretched 
Objefts of Comparifon before his Eyes ; 
which are the Occafions of this Paffion i and 
which make one Man value himiclf more 
than another. 

If there be any Thing which makes Uiir 
man Nature appear ridiculous to Beings 
of fuperior Faculties, it mull be Pride^ 
They know fo well the Vanity of thofe 
imaginary Perfedions that fwell the Heart 
of Man, and of thofe little fupernumcrary 
Advantages, whether in Birth, Fortune, 
or Title, which one Man enjoys above 
another, and it muil certainly very much 
aftonifh, if it does not very much divert 
them, when they fee a Mortal puffed up^ 
and valuing himfelf above his Neighbours 
on any of thefe Accounts^ at the fame 
Time that he is obnoxious to all the coia- 
mon Calamities of the Species^ May w^ 
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not imagine, that Beingi *of fuperlor Na- 
tures and PMeftions regard all the In- 
ftances of Pride and Vanity^ among our 
own Species, in the fame kind of View, 
when they take a Survey of thofe whp in- 
habit the Earth ; or, in the Languagi^of 
an ingenious French Poet, of thofe Pifmires 
that people this- Heap of Din, which Hu- 
man Vanity has divided into Climates and 
Regions ? 

Now, as we are not to be conceited, or 
prefume highly on the Poffeflion of any 
Advantages, fo neither are we to be ig- 
norant of our Talents and Virtues. *Tis 
no Part of Pride to be confcious of any 
Perfeftions we have, either intclleftual or 
moral ; for this is in many Cafes, nccef- 
fiiry, and impoffible to be avoided. But 
fuppofing, it was poflible for a Man to be 
ignorant of his good Qualities, it could 
by no Means b» convenient : For if he 
carried fuch a Treafure about him, with- 
out knowing how well furniflied he wa5?, 
'tis fomewhat hard to conceive how he 
could either improve or ufe ir. We may 
be acquainted with our own Accoinplifli- 
ments, without being guilty of Pride ; and 
it is no Branch of that Sin, to difcover 
that they are greater than fome of our 
Neighbours enjoy : Neither do we fall in- . 
to a Crime, by being delighted with thofe 
0^5 Advan- 
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Advantages of Mkid, Body, or Fortune, 
which Providence has given us : Tbefe 
Things, in the very Notbn of them, are 
fuppofcd to be beneficial. *Tis natural and 
ncceflary for us to be pleafed with the En- 
joyment of that which is good, of that 
which is agreeable to our Faculties, and 
an Advancement of our Nature. But our 
Fleafure upon thefe Accounts, is feldom 0n- 
cere and as it ought to be, our Delight 
is a fort of Arrogance ; we look big cm 
the Bleflings, account them the Refults 
of Merit, and contemn all that are not 
on the Level with us. Befidcs, we never 
feek Happinefs in our fclves, but in the 
Opinion of Men, whom we know to be 
Flatterers, infiricere, unjuft, envious, fuf- 
picious, and prcpoffeffed : Unaccountable 
Folly ! 

The World is full of People, who ma* 
king by Cuftom and ouvprard Ap[)earance 
a Comparifon of themfelves with others, 
always decide in Favour of their own 
Merit, and aft accordingly. So they de- 
fign fometimes to conceal their Imper- 
feftions, or leflen the Opinion we have 
of them, by confefling them freely. A 
vain Man finds his Account in fpeaking 
Good, or 111, of himfclf •, a modeft Man 
never talks of himfelf. We cannot better 
comprehend the Ridiculoufnefs of Vani- 
Digitized by Google 
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ty, and what a fhameful Vice it is, than by 
obferving how afraid it is to be feen, and 
how often it hides itfclf under the Ap- 
pearance of Modefty. 

There is either no fuch Thing as Mo- 
defty, or h is confounded with fomething 
in itfelf quite different. If we take it 
for an internal Sentiment, which makes a 
Man feem mean in his own Eyes, this 
is a fupernatural Virtue, and we call it 
Humility. Man naturally thinks proudly 
and haughtily of himfelf, and thinks thus 
of no body but himfelf. Modefty only 
tends to qualify this Difpofition ; it is an 
external Virtue which governs our Eyes, 
Condudt, Words, Tone of Voice, and 
obliges a Man to ad with others to out- 
ward Appearance, as if it was not true 
that he defpifed them. Falfe Modefty is 
the moft refin'd fort of Vanity ; it makes 
the vain Man never appear fuch •, on the - 
contrary, raifes a Reputation by the Vir- 
tue quire oppofite to the Vice which 
forms this Charafter : 'Tis Hypocrify. 
Falfe Glory is the Stumbling-BIock of Va- 
nity : It tempts People to acquire Efteem 
by Things which they indeed poflefs, but 
are frivolous and unbecoming a Man to va- 
lue himfelf on : 'Tis an Error. All Men, 
in their Hearts covet Efteem, yet are loth 
any one ftiould difcover their Fondnefs to 
0^6 be 
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be cfteemM ; becaufc Men would pafs for 
Virtuous, that they may draw fome other 
Advantages from it,, befides Virtue itfelf 5 
I would fay, Eftecm and Praife- This 
flu)uld no longer be thought Virtue, but a 
Love for Praife and Eltcem, or Vanity* 
Mea arc very vain Creatures i and of all 
Things, hate to be thought fo. 

Pride frequently confifts in an Oftentation 
©f Habit or Circumftances ; in being above 
©thers in the Gifts of Fortune, and making 
a Shew they cannot come up to : But ano- 
ther, as general Branch of Pride, is lodged 
in what we call Pexfonal Merit, in ambi- 
tious Thoughts of our own Accomplifti- 
mcnt„ a leaning after popular Applaufe^ 
and a vain-glorious Itch of Praife and 
Commendation. He that talks big and 
arrogantly of himfelf, is univerfally con- 
demned as a troublefome and ill-bred 
Companion. *Tis true, a Man^s Praifes 
hav£ very mufical and charming Accents in 
another^ s Mouth \ hut very fiat and untuneabk 
inhis owny fiiysX^nophon : For we brand them 
a\^ impudent, who commend themfelves; 
it becoming them to be modeft, though 
they were praifed by others 5 and account 
them unjuft in arrogating that to them- 
felves,. which another has the fole Property 
of beftowing on them. The Praife there- 
fore is vain, which a Man heaps upon him- 
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felf, to provoke others alfo to praife him ; 
and b chiefly contemptible, as proacding 
from an importunate and unreafonable Af- 
fcdation of Efteem. 

Yet, however,, there is a Time when a 
generous and prudent Man may be the 
Subjedt of his own Difcourfe, and give a 
free Relation of Things he has worthily 
done or faid,. as well as other Truths^ 
Self-Praifc is not liable to Difgrace or 
Blame, when *tis delicately handled by 
Way of Apology, to remove a Calumny 
or Accufation. We may fairly found the 
Trumpet of our own Deferts, when our 
Reputations are either attacked or under- 
roia*d by Detradion or Envy. Apologies 
claim a great Liberty of Speech and Boafl:- 
ing, as confiderable Parts of their De- 
fence. 

Now, as (kilful Painters, that they may 
not offend the Eye, allay their , over- 
bright and gaudy Colour:s, by tempering 
them with darker, fo there are fome who 
will not reprefent their own Praifes alto- 
gether glaring, and immoderately fplendid, 
but caft in fome Defefts, fome Scapes, or 
flight Faults, to take away the Danger 
of Difpleafure or Envy. And for the 
moft Parr, 'tis a good Antidote againit 
Envy, to mix amongft our Pi-ai&s thofe 
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Faults that are not altogether ungenerous 

and bafe. 

Indeed, Difcourfe of a Man's feif ufual- 
]y Tallies from Sclf-Love, as from its Fort ; 
and is there otoferved to lay wait^ even 
in thofe who are vulgarly thought free 
enough from Ambition. Therefore as it is 
one of the Ruks-of Health to avoid dan- 
gerous, aiid unwholefome Places, or being 
in them, to take the greater Care, fo ic 
Ought to be like a Rule concerning Con- 
verfe and Speaking of one's felf. For this 
Kind of Talk has flippery Occafions, into 
which we unawares, and iridifcernably are 
apt to fall. 

For Ambition ufually intrudes with fome 
flourifliing Remarks to adorn herfelf : Let 
a Perfon be commended by his Equal or 
Inferior, the Mind of the Ambitious is 
tickled and rubb'd at the hearing of his 
Praife, and immediately he is hurried by 
an (ntcmperate Defire and Precipitation 
after the like ; as the Appetite of the Hun- 
gry is (harpened by fceir^ oAers eat. 

Our Defedts and Follies are too often 
Unknown to us ; nay, they are fo far 
from being known to us, that they pafs 
for Demonftrations of our Worth. This 
makes us eafy in the midft of them, fond 
to (hew them, fond to improve in them, 
and to be eftcemcd for them. Then it is 

that 
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that a Thoufand unaccountable Conceits, 
gay Inventbns, and extravagant Aftions 
tnuft afford m Pleafures, and difplay us to 
others in the Colours which we our- 
felvcs take a Fancy to glory in. Such 
Sorcery haw Error and popular Opinion, 
and fo famcffls are they for bewitching 
People with tte Love of thcmfelves. 
There is no Paffion fo univerfal, how- 
ever diverfifyM or difguifed under differ- 
ent Forms and Appearances, as the Va- 
nity of being known to the reft of Man* 
kind, and comnnunicating a Man's Parts, 
Virtues, or Qualifications to the World : 
Yet there is a Call upon Mankind to va- 
lue and efteem thofe who fet a moderate 
Price upon theif own Merit ; and Self- 
denial is frequently attended with ut^x* 
pcifled Bleflings which in the End abun- 
dantly recompcnfe fuch Loflcs as the 
Modeft feem to fuflfer in the ordinary 
Occurrences of Life. The Curious teir 
us, a Determination in our Favour, or to 
our Difadvantage, is made upon our firft 
Appearance, even before they know any 
Thing of our Chara<5ters, but from the 
Intimations Men gather from our Afpcdt. 
A Man, they fay, wears the Pifture of 
his Mind in his Countenance, and one 
Man's Eyes are Spedaclcs to bis who 
looks at him, to read his Heart. But though 
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that Way of raifing an Opiniotl of thofe 
we behold in Public is very fallaci- 
ousy certain it is, that thofe who by 
their Words and AvSlions take as much 
upon thcmfclves, as they can but barely 
demand in the ftrift Scrutiny of their De- 
ferts, will find their Account lefien every 
Day. A modeft Man preferves his Cha- 
rafter, as a frugal Man does his Fortune ; 
if either of them live to the Height of ei- 
ther, one will find Loflcs, the other Er- 
rors, which he has not a Stock by him to 
make up. It were therefore a juft Rule to 
keep our Dcfires, our Words^ and AfticMis, 
withiA the Regard we obfervc our Friends 
have for us ; and never, if it were in a 
Man's Power, to take as much as we pof- 
fibly might, either in Preferment or Re- 
putation. He that in his Air, his Treat- 
ment of others, or an habitual Arrogance 
to himfelf, gives himfelf Credit for the 
leaft Article of more Wit, Wifdom, Good- 
nefs, or Valour, than he can poflibly 
produce, if he is called upon, will find the 
World break in upon him, and confider 
him as one who has cheated them of all the 
Efteem they had before allowed him. 

But if there were no fuch Confidera- 
tions, as the good Effeft which Self-denial 
has upon the Senfe of other Men towards 
us, it is of all Qualities the moft defirable 

for 
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for the ag];eeable DifpoGcion which ic 
places in our own Minds. I cannot tell 
what to fay better of it, than that it is the 
very Contrary of Ambition ; and that 
Modefly allays all thofe Pafiions and In- 
quietudes to which that Vice expofes us. 
He has no Emulation y he is no Man's 
Rival, but every Man*s Well-wilher ; can 
look at a profperous Man with a Flea- 
fure, in refleding that he hopes he is as 
happy as himfelf : And has his Mind and 
his Fortune (as far as Prudence will albw) 
open to the Unhappy and to the Stranger, 

I cannot advance the Merit of Modeftjf 
by any Argument of my own fo pow«» 
erfully, as by enquiring into the Senti- 
ments the greatefl amongft the Ancients 
of different Ages entertained upon this 
Virtue. If we go back to the Days of 
Solomon, we fhall find Favour a ncceffary 
Confequence to a fhamefaced Man. Plinj^ 
the greatefl: Lawyer, and moil elegant 
Writer of the Age he lived in^ in feveral 
of his Epiftlcs, is very folicitous ia re- 
commending to the Public fomc young 
Men of his own Profeffion, and very of- 
ten underftands to become an Advocate, 
upon Condition that fome one of thefe 
his Favourites might be joined with him, 
in order to produce the Merit of fuch 

whofc 
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whofe Modcfly othcrwife would liave 
fupprdSed it. It may feem very wonda*. 
fill to an arrogant Modem, That Multnm 
fai^umsj multnm Verecundua^ multum So- 
finiudinis in Ore ; to have die Face firft 
full of Slood, then the Countenance dafhed 
with Modefty, and then the whole Afpeft 
bf one dying with Fear, when a Man 
begins to fpeak, ihoold be efteemed by 
Pliny the ncocfl^ Qualifications of a fine 
Speaker, 

But leaft an Euk^ium on Modefty may 
feem a Dtgreffion in a Treathfe upon 
"Prhky I Aall beg leave to conlidcr it in 
the View of Humility ^ whidi is Ae diroft 
Oppofitc of this "Vice. The hnmWe Man 
though lie be not out of hts own i^avour, 
po Man Tets fo \cm a Valoe on his own 
Worih as himlclf ; not out of Ignorance or 
Carelefnefs j but of a voluntary and meek 
Dejcftednefs. His Eyes are full of his own 
Wants, atjd others Perfeftions : He lovcth 
rather ro give than to take Honour ; not 
in a Fiafliion of Compli mental Coartefy, 
but in Simplicity of his Judgment ; when 
lie hath but liis Due, he magnifieth Cour- 
tcfy, and difclaimcth his Deferts. His 
Face, his Carriage, his Habit, favour of 
Lowlinefs without Afieftation, and yet 
lie is much under that he fecmeth. There 
is no better Objed of Benificence ; for 
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what he receive^ 4ie atfcribcs merely to 
the Bounty -of the Giver, nothing to Me- 
rit. He emulates no Man in any Thing 
but Goodnefe, and that with more De- 
fire than Hope to overtake. In a Word, 
he is as a iowly Valley, Tweedy planted, 
and well ^vateied ^ the proud ^Aan's Earth, 
wh&rexm be trana|4es ; but fecrecly full of 
weakby Mines, more worth than he that 
walks over them. 

This IS the Charader of the humble 
Msn ; iet i^now take a View of the proud 
and arcPOgant one. All his Humour 
rifcs up infto the Froth off Oftentation, 
whkh '^if it onoe fectle, falls down inoo a 
narrower lloom. He is proud e«ren of 
another M^*s fiorie ; and well mounted, 
thfinrtcs every Man wrongs 4>im fhat looks 
not at him. A bare Head in the Street 
doitih him mot^'Good than a Meak Meat ; 
He picks 4>is Teeth when his Stomach is 
empty, and calls for Pbeafants at a oorii- 
mon Inn ; you ihall find him prizing, the 
nicheft Jewels, and the faireft Horfes, 
when his Purfe yields not Money enough 
for Earneft. He thrufts himfelf into the 
Prefs before fome great Ladies ; and loves 
tb be feen near the Head a great Train, 
His Talk is, hew many Mourners he fur- 
nifhed with Cloaks at his Father's Fune- 
ral 5 how rich his Coat is 5 and how an- 

cient 
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cient, how great his Alliance ; how Cg^ 
nal his Exploits ; and when he has com- 
mended others Buildings^ Furniture, of 
Suits, compares them with his own. 
When he has undertaken to be Broker for 
Ibme rich Jewel, he wears it ; and pul- , 
ling oflF his Glove to ftpoke up his Hair,. 
thinks no Eye fliouW have, any other Ob* 
jedV. Entertaining his Friends, he chides 
his Cook for no better Chear ; and names 
the Diflies he meant and wants. To con- 
clude his Charadbet, he is ever on the Stage,, 
and aAs dill a glorious Part abroad, whea 
no Man carries a bafer Heart, no Man 
is nK>re Jfordid and careleis at Home. He 
is a Sfaui/b Soldier on an JtaHan Theatre ; 
a Bladder full of Wind, a Skin full of: 
Words, a Foo?s Wonder, and a wife 
Man*s Fool. 

The Inftability of human Aflfairs, the. 
Turns and Viciflitudes of Fortune, and the 
iudden Falls from the mod fwola Ambi- 
tion, are Subjc6h which ought to dif- 
qountengnce our Pride ;. Sbakejpear has 
an admirable PaiCige on thi$ Head, which 
dcferves a Place in all moral Writings. 

Farewell, a long . Farewell to all my Grealfufs / 
"This is the State of Alan \ to Day^ he puts forth 
The tender Leaves of Hopts ;, to Morrow Uof 
firm. 

Ani 
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Jind bears Us bJuJhwg Honours thick upon 

bim ; 
flie third Day comes a Frofl^ q killing Frofi ; 
jlnd when he thinks^ good eafy Man^ fitlj 

furefyj 
His Greatnefs is a rip*ningy nips his Rooty 
And then he falls as I do. I hofve ventured 
(Like little wanton BoySy ibatjwim on Blad- 
ders) 
^is many a Summer in a Se.a of Glory y 
But far beyond my Depth :■ My high-blown 

Pride 
jit length broke under me^ and now has left 

mey ' 
Weary and Old with Servicey to the Mercy 
Of a Rude Streamy that muji for ever bide 
me. 

' The moft plaufiblc Pretences for Thoughts 
of Pride, are Learning, Nobility, and 
Power, as they are in general accounted 
the brighteft and moft diftinguiOiing Ad- 
vantages : Yet I believe there is much 
more Weight laid upon them, than in 
ftrift Reafon they will bear. Learning 
and high Conceit agree very ill toge- 
ther 5 for a Man of Letters muft have a 
clear Notion of the Stupidnefs and De- 
formity of this Vice ; and being better 
acquainted with the. Frame and Paffions 
of human Nature he cannot chufe but 

difcover 
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difoover haw unacceptable ic muft make 
him to all Mankind. Befides that Learn- 
ing gives us a fuller Convidion of die 
Imperfedion of our Nature ; which one 
would think might difpofe us to Modefty. 
The nfMjm a Man knows, the more he 
difcovenr his Ignorance. He can fcarce 
look upon apy Part. of the Creation, buj 
he finds himfelf encompafled with Doubts 
and Difficulties. He knows he has a Be* 
ing, 'tis true ;• and fo does a Peaiant ; 
but what this Thing is which he calls 
himfelf, is Hard to fay. And as die more 
refined Underftandings know little or no- 
thing of themfelves, and of this material 
World- s fo, upon Enquiry, we Ihall find 
them as defedive in their Skill about mo- 
ral Truths, We lee how unaccountably 
the public Conftitutiorisi of Nations '^a- 
ry ; as if Right and Wrong lay in the 
Fancies of Men, rather than in the Rea? 
fons of Things. The Heathen Philofo* 
phers may fairly be granted to have as good 
Pretences to Learning, as any othbr Sort 
of Men among them \ and yet ' what a 
fmall Proportion of folid Knowledge were 
they Matters of? How ftrangeiy did they 
differ in Matters of the higheft Import, 
how eagerly difpate,* and. not without Pro* 
bability on both Sides i It wcre:tediourto 
- . recouat 



d by Google 



Pride. 3f9 

recount tire Differences one Seel had with 
another, their Inconfiilencies with them* 
(elves, and the ridicubus and ill fupport- 
ed Tenets fome of the mod famous of 
them have held. Indeed die more modeft 
of them would confefs, that the chief U(e 
of Learning was to give us a fuller Dif«* 
covery of our Ignorance, and to keep us 
from being Peremptory and Dogmatical 
in our Determinations. Now one would 
imagine the more intimate Acquaintance 
we had with the Imperfeftions of our Na- 
ture, the greater Reafon we Ihould have to 
be humble. Is Weaknefs a proper Foun-^ 
dation to ercfl our lofty Conceits upon ? 
Indeed he that has not the Leifure or Capa- 
city to examine how it is with him, may be 
fondly perfuaded to fancy himfelf fome* 
body, and grow vain upon the kind Prc-i 
fumption : But for a Man to be proud, who 
can demonftrate his ov/n Poverty, is little 
lefs than Madnefs. 

But granting that Learning does give 
fome Advantage, and that our Under- 
(landings are really enriched by it, yet in 
regard we have but a few Principles to 
build upon, the greateft Part of our Know- 
ledge muft confift in Inferences j which 
cannot be wrought out without gr<?at La* 
bour and Attention of .Mind. Tlierefore 

have 
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have we no Reafon to be proud of what 
we have gotten ; for is it not an hum- 
bling Conudcration to reflcft what Pains 
we are obliged to take to mutter up our 
Forces, and to make that little Reafon 
We have ferviceable. I agree, that a Man 
may lawfully maintain his Charadter and 
juft Pretences againft Rudenefe and Igiio* 
ranee ; but when he converfes with Peo- 
ple of Senfe and Modefty, his Opinion 
of his own Worth fhould but juft dawn 
upon them, and at moft give them but 
A ' remote Notice that he expefted any 
fingular Acknowledgment. If Senfe and 
Learning are unfociable and imperious 
Things, a good-natured Man ought to 
take fpecial care not to improve too 
faft. He ought to keep down the Growth 
of his Reafon, and curb his Intelledtuals, 
when he finds them ready to out-ftrip his 
Neighbours. 

Now fince Learning and Conceit make 
fo odd a Figure, let us proceed to exa- 
mine the Pretences of Nobility ; for I 
am. afraid the vulgar Notion of it is 
fcrewed fomewhat too high, and that it 
has not Ballaft enough to t:arry all the 
Sail which is commonly made out. All 
Men were equally Noble, and equally 
Fleheian at fifft \ and I would gladly un- 

derftand 
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dc!tAand ho# they came to be (b much 
didkiguifhed afterwards. If we trace the 
Records of old Hiftory, and the Fabulous 
Ages, we fhall find that it has been often 
founded upon Rapine and Injuftice. Tbu-^ 
£uUdes relates, Inat in ancient Times, it 
was counted ah Heroic Atdiierement to 

glunder lullily ; and he was a Man of the 
eft Quality, who was able to Ileal moft 
Cattle. Thefe Nimrods grew great by the 
Strength of their Limbs, and their Vices i 
engraved their Murders upon their Shields, 
and hedored all. the little and peaceable 
People into Peafantry. 

But to wave fo chimerical a Rife of Di- 
ftindlion, we will fuppofe its Original equi- 
table, and divide Nobility into two Kllids^ 
Hereditary and Acquired: The firft is 
tranfmitted to us fi*om our Anceftors ; the 
other is immediately confcn*d by the Fa- 
vour of the Prince. 

Hereditary Nobility fcems no juft Ground 
for an high Opinion, becaufe it is bor- 
rowed. Thofe great Aftions which we 
had no Share in, cannot properly be any 
Part of our Commendation, cfpecially if 
we want Abilities to imitate them. He 
that depends wholly upon the Worth of 
others, ought to confidcr, that he has but 
the Honour of ah Image, anid is worfliip* 
K . pcd 
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ped cot for his tmn Sake, but upon die 
Account of what he rq)refents. It is a Si^ 
a Man is very poor, when he has nod^g 
of his own to appear in, but is forcM to 
patdi up his Figui« with the Relics of the 
Dead, and rifle Tonibftones and Mbnu^ 
ments, for Reputation,. The Addre(s of 
Juvetkd^ to thb high Rank of Manktodt 
is certainly pjft. •*-«* 

Erp) ut mremur ^e turn Tua^ primim iili* 

.pad da J 
^od pojftm titulh tnciitre^ prater Honoris 
^05 Hits damus^ & Jedimus^ quibus omnia 

debes. ' 

If you would have your Prt-^minence admired 
in yourfelfy and fiot for your Predeaffm^s 
Worthy give fbme Specimen of perfomU Afe- 
ritj that may fignaUze your Charailer more 
than tbofe Honours^ which we have always 
given io them front whom you derive ymr No^ 
iUity. Is it a real Advantage, or what 
fiiould excite us to high*flown Thoughts, 
that \ye (land at the Bottom c^ a long Parch^ 
ment Pedigree, and are fome Yards re* 
mov'd froni the firft Efcutcheon? That 
our Family is fo fubftanttaUy buik, that it 
has ftood the Shock of Time, and held oat 
^^ainO: all Variety of Accidents ? That owr 
* Anccftors 
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Anccftors iiare flouriihM in Honour and 
Refutation, and had Zntereft and Command 
in their Country for fo many Generations ? 
To what do thde fine Valuations in Reality 
amount? If we are capable of underftanding 
any thing, it jnuft undoubtedly be more cre- 
ditable to promote good Humour and Mo^ 
dctly in Cooverfation, and give Men right 
Apprdienfionsofthcmfelves, than to flatter 
them into groundlefs Conceits, and make 
them believe that they may be truly great* 
and yet good for nothing. To maintain 
fijch mdefenfiible and dangerous Principles 
of Honour, which not only impofe upon 
our UndeHtandings, but emafculate our 
Spirits, and fpoil our Temper,, and tend 
only to the nouriihing of Idleneis and Pride» 
is no very Henxcal Undertaking. No Per- 
fon can be great by being Owner of thofe 
Things, which wife Men have always 
counted it a Piece of Greatnefs to defpife > 
Nor is it the Pofleffion, but the right Ma- 
nagement of any valuable Advantage, 
which makes us confiderable i And he that 
^e$ not employ his Fortune gcneroufly^ 
is not to be refpefted merely becaufe he 
has it. 

But if we are not to be proud of here" 
ditary Honoqrs and Titles owing to Birth-^. 
right and Aw^ry^ yet fure it may be ob- 
■ - ' R 2 jedcd. 



d by Google 



364. Pride/ 

jefted, acquired Nobility giv« us ibmi 
larger Pretences of triumphing: Here h 
no gilding of a coarfe Subftance, no bor- 
rowed Glory, no faint Refledion from an 
Anceftor, but the Man is all bright and 
luminous to the Center, and fhtnes and 
fparkles in his own Worth. He is not great 
by Genealogy and ancient Title, by the Fa- 
vour of Fortune, and the Labours of riiofc 
he never helped, but by Nature and Perform* 
ances-, by having Greamefs incorporated 
m himfclf. .To date the Cafe in thb Man<^ 
ner, is, indeed putting in a plaufiblc Plea 
for Oftentation : But fuppofing a Mad has 
obliged the Public, is remarkable for great 
Abilities, and lights on Promotion in Ho- 
nour or Office J let him remember that there 
are others who have ventured as far, and 
performM as confiderably as himfelf, whofc 
Services all mifcartied as to any private 
Advantage •, becaufe they were not fo lucky 
as to ad under the Notice of thofc who 
were able to reward. Let him check and 
reftrain his Pride with this Confiderationf 
That many Perfons, as well furni(h*d as 
himfelf for Emptoyment and Honour, go 
out of the World as obfcurely as they came 
in, only for Want of a proper Opportunity 
to bring them into Light, and public View: 
Bjcaufe a Mm bos received a valuable Con- 

(ideratioQ 
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fideration for his Servfccs in Honour or 
Eitate, therefore (hall he prefs too- arbitrari- 
ly on the World, for Submiflion ? Shall he 
fet a Tax upon Coiiverfation, and put the 
Company under Contribution for Refped ? 

The beft Way for real Merit to fecurc 
Obfervance, is,, not to infifl: too violently 
upon It; for Pride is a moft unfortunate 
Vice. Other Immoralities ufually gain their 
Point, though they loofe more another 
Way: But a proud Man is fo far from 
making himfelf great by, his haughty and 
contemptuous Port, that he is ufually pu- 
nilh'd with Negleft for it : And that Dif- 
dam with which he treats others, is returned 
more juftly upon himfelf. Greamcfs does 
not confiifl: in Pageantry and Shew, in Pomp' 
and Retinue : Thcfe are but the Trappings' 
and Indications of Grandeur ; and thougli 
a Perfon of Quality will make ufe of thefe 
Things, to avoid Singularity, and put the 
Vulgar in mind of their Obedience to Au-' 
thority, yet he does not think himfelf real- 
ly the bigger for them : For he knows that 
thofe who have neither Honefty nor Under-- 
ftanding, hav* oftentimes all this fine Fur- 
niture about them. Ta be great is not to 
be ftarch'd, and fupercilious; tofwaggerat 
Footmen, and brow-beat Inferiors. Such 
a Behaviour looks as if a Man was con- 
R 3 fcious 
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fcious of his own Infignfficancf , and thi 
he had nothbg but Outfide^ md NoHe^ 
and ill Humour, to make himleif cOnfider*' 
able with. He that is tnily neble^ has far" 
different Sentiments, and turns his Figure 
ouitc another Way ; is equally removM 
from the Extreams of Servility and Pride v 
is above abridging the Liberties, or deprcf- 
fing the Spirits of his Dependants, to pro- 
claim his Superiority ; and values his Grcat- 
nefs more for the Good it empowers him to 
do, than the Refpeft it procures to be paid- 
to him. 

After I have endcaVdilr'd to dcfciibe- 
Pride in ks fcvcral Forais of AnibitiDa,.' 
Vanity, Oftentation, arid Vain-Glory, it 
would be impertinent to run a Difcourfe 
with you, upon the Inconveniences of it *, 
or to (hew you in particular, what an un- 
conquerable Averfion it givfts.all Man^ 
kind againft us, when wt arc prcr-growri 
with it. Let it fufHce for a Gondufion, 
that it multiplies and conceals our Defefts 
from us, and makes us do a thoufand 
filly Things, without taking notice t)f them v 
that it makes us a Prey to batterers, and 
puts us to great Expences, only to be laugh- 
ed at 5 that it fpoils C(irtverfati6n, and 
fakes away the Plcafure of Society ; that 
Families, Kingdoms, and Churches, are 

embroiled 
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embroil'd by it, and the World turn'd top- 
fyturvy by thb Vice. < 

In {hovt, we ought only to be proud of 
fupporting our Charaders in Religion and 
Morality, of endeavouring to do our Duties 
to God, and our Neighbour, and being 
above an Aftion which may debafe our 
Nature, and make us liable to the Cenfurc 
of Profaii^ncfs, Folly, or Immorality. 
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CONTENTMENT- 



ENQUIRIES after Happinefe, 
and Rules for attaining it, are not fe 
neccflary and ufefu) to Mankind, as the 
Arts of Coniblation, and fupporting one's- 
felf under Affliftion. The utmoft we can 
hope for in this World, is Contentment : If 
we aim at any thirtg higher, we (hall meet 
with nothing but Grief and Difappoint* 
ments : A Man thould dire£L all his Studies 
and Endeavours at making himfelf eafy 
how, and happy hereafter. 

The Truth of it is, if all the Happincfs 
that is difperfe^l through the whole Race of 
Mankind in this: World, were drawn togc* 
ther, and put into the Poflcffion of any 
fingle Man, it would not make a very hap- 
py Being. Though on the contrary, if the 
Mifcries of the whole Species were fixed in 
a finglc Perfon, they would make a very 
miferable one. 

The gr^ateft Caufe of Impatience grows 
not fb ifiuch from tbe'Porce of Calamity* 

as 
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as From the Reluftance of the Mind of him- 
that fu^rs it : This raifes the Billows with- 
in ; for though the Calamity may be rough, 
and beyond our Power t^ extricate, yet 
when it meets with a Mind as tumultuous 
^ the Calamity, it raifes a Storm, as when 
the Wind and Tide are contrary, which 
may endanger the Veflel. It is the Pro- 
vince of Realbn, when the fenfual Part of 
us grows turbident, to make Excurfions 
to check it's Sallies, and bring it again 
within the Limits it hath tranfgrefs*d. 

They are extremely deceived, who think 
there is one pofitive State of Life which 
h always ferene : Content and Acquiei- 
iience are not lodged in Change of For- 
tune or Circumftances, but in our own 
Boibms : Our Revenues m;^y be large, 
our Barns and Coffers crowded, our Af- 
fiurs fuccefsful, and Views advantageous ; 
yet may we be incumbered with Diftatcs 
and Uneafineflfes, that will not let us relifh 
the molt delightful Fortunes. It is in- 
comparable Advice of the Hiilofophcr 
EpUieius: If things are h% fays he, dire^- 
fy as you would have ibem^ he content that 
tbey Jhould he as they are^ and you will Irve 
$afy. We muft n6t let Humours or Pafli- 
bns have the Direftion of our A6tions ; if 
wc do, we muft depend on conftant Vex-^ 
- R 5 ationst 
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aiions. - Humours are alccrabfe, and PafG* 
ons impatient : The former are continually, 
for ihifting the Scene ;. die latter for burft- 
ing through it; By ftruggling with Dif- 
quictudc, wc may give ourielvc$ Trouble 
and Increafe of Pain, not difengagc our*^ 
felves a whit the fooner. But as raw Sailors^ 
when they grow fick with the working of 
the Waves, and Motion of the Ship, think 
they ihall overcome this Squeamifhoeist if 
they go into the Long-Boat v but there being, 
equally out of Order, come into the Veflel 
again, and are therefore never the better,, 
becaufe they carry their Naufeoufiiels along^ 
with them 9 fo the feveral Changes of Life 
do only fhift, and not wholly extirpate the 
Caufcs of our Troubles : And thcfc are 
©nly Qur Want of Experience, the Weak* 
neisof our Judgn^ent, and a certain Impo^ 
fence c^ Mind, which binder us from noakiqg, 
a right Ule of what we enjoy. ThericU 
Man is- fubje^ to this Un^nefi of H\k* 
mour, aa well as the Poor i the Butchelori, 
as well as the Man in Wedlock: This^ 
makes the Pleader withdraw from the Bari^ 
and then his Retirement 1$ a^c^ether aa 
kkfotne : Wbilft R^aibn 9\ak<s aU Sort^ 
of Life eafy, and evciry Change plcafantu 
Thegreateft CaufeofDifcontent, '^ TIm« 
Men have n^ defiiute MMJfvrf of tk«ir 

Defircs:^ 
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Deiirts : Tis not the ftqpply of all their real 
Warns will ferre their Turn ; their Appe- 
tites are precarious^ and depend upon Con- 
tingencies ; they hunger not becaufe they 
are cnipty, bat becaufe others are full. 
Thus AUmudn wept whoi he heard from 
Anaxarcbusy that there was an Infinity of 
Worlds; and his Friends aflui^ htm if 
asy Aceidenft had befallen him,, he return- 
ed this Anfwcr : D^you not thinks faid he, a. 
JMatfir vaortby of my LammWuiny, that when 
there is /tub a vafi MaUituie (f tbem^ 1 have 
mt yetfcnquer^d one? Jf we will create ima- 
ginary Wants to ouffelves, why do we 
mt create an imaginary Statisfa6lion to 
them ? We take; no notice of the real 
fijbftaiiuai Bteflin^ we ecjoy, but go in 
qued after fome fugitive Satisfadtion, whdch^ 
like a Shadow, flics ftiU fefter in Propor- 
tion to our Purfoit- , A ftraijge Folly, thus 
t0 coiirt Vexations, and. be miferable \j% 
Chimera f 

All a. Man's Wcakh or Poverty is with^ 
ia bioa-felf : It: is* not the outward Abun^ 
dance .0? Wac*. that, cam make the Dif-. 
ferepcCi t^t a Man be never. lb rich* 
ifi Eftate^ yei: if Iris Kbirt be not fatisficd,, 
but he ia ftill whining, fcraping, and pi- 
ning for more, that Man is miferably poor,, 
and aU hia Bags, cannot make him odicn 
. . R 6 than 
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than a ftark Be^ar. On the other Hand 
give me a Man of fmall Means, whofe 
Mind is thoroughly content with a little, 
and enjoys his Pittance with a quiet and 
thankful Heart, that Man is exceeding 
rich : All the World cannot rob him of 
faifi Wealth. 

It is not having, by wbkh we can mea- 
itire Riches, but enjoying: The Earth hadi 
all Treafures in it, yet no Man ililes it rich. 
Of thofc which the World calls Goods of 
Fortune, only Opinion lets die Valtie. 
Gold and Silver would be Metals, whedier 
we think them fo, or not ; they would not 
be Riches, if Mens Conceit and Inftitutimi 
did not make them fuch. 

Piaio compared Human Life to a Game 
at Dice, where we ought to throw for 
what is moft eommodious to m, but to 
be content with oup Calls, let them be 
Bever ia unfortunate : We cannot make 
what Chances we pleafe turn up,< if we* 
ff^y fair ;. this lies out of our Power : 
That which is within it, is to accept pa« 
ticntly what Fortune Ihall aMot us ; and fo ' 
to adjuft Things in their proper Places, 
that what is our own, may^ be difpoied of 
to the beft Ad ventage ; and what hath hap- 
[^n*d againft our Will, may offend us as 
Hole as. 'tis pof&bk : Othccwife^ the Men- 

wha 
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wIkv live without Meafures^ and with no 
Prudence, are like thofe whofe Conftitu- 
tkm is^ fo ficklyand infirm, that they are 
equally impatbnt both of Heats and Cdlds: 
Profperity exalts them above, and Adver- 
fity dejeds them beneath, their Temper : 
Indeed, each Fortune difturhs them, w 
rather they raife up Storms t^ themfehres 
in either V and, as they manage it, are que- 
rulous and dillktisfyM under good Circum* 
fiances. 

The mod trite and common BieiSngs 
which are fent us, are not to be deipifed, 
but ought to take up a Room in our Deli- 
berations. We fhoald rejoice, that we live, 
and are in Health, and iee the Sun ; and 
there are no Wars nor Seditions in eur 
Country ; that the Earth yiehls to Cultiva- 
tion*, and that the Sea is open i^ our 
Traffic; that we can talk, be filent, da 
Bufinefs, and be at Leifure, when we pleafe. 
They will afford us greater TranquUky of 
Mind prefi^nt, if we! form fomt }U^ Ideas of 
them when they are abfent. If we often 
call to our Remembrance, how (blicitoui 
the fick Man is after Heakh, how accwt- 
able Peace is to put out a War, and what 
a Courtefy it will do us, to gain Credit,. 
and acquire Friends in a City of. Note,- 
where we arc Strangers aod unknown ^ and- 

we 
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we- are mufih tteubied« jf* we are d^Ivoi* 
of aoqr Ptn of this Haj^efs* 

It k a thing hi^lj ^onduQns to the 
Traoqailiiy of the Mifid> f<»r a Mw chiefly 
to CQQ&der hi^ifeir, m^ his osirn A&ir& :; 
But if this ^aya caooot take Place^ he 
ihould DQt HMkeComporiibes .wiih Men of 
a fiiperior QondiiKm to himfelf i though 
this is the Epktecii c al Fraizy of the Vul* 
gar« The Truth js» ve have geoesally ia^ 
us the worfcr Part of the Levellers Princi-. 

Elesi and though we can very coiaiteiueiily 
ehpid Multitudes b^ow us, ye( we are 
impatient to fee any above us % and thus 
wc crcaie Tonoedta to oorijbhres, by cur 
own Refuqiii^, nrhkK oiily fet w ^ther 
ffomourAifm* Aad wbar is aU this^ U)t 
tmgratefiiUy to accuie Provideoce,, aod her 
iodttftciouay pickiogout Qccaions to c|ua.r^ 
id, w^kK it, and «>rineni oydelves ?. Bw be 
that IS ill h^ light Stofos, aod wife for his. 
€iwi^ A^aowge^ OMt oi thc^ many M^ 
€M whom the Sim l^ckk upoo^ If he feer 
aay one la the mighty Thungt who^ is 
qsoie wh or hoMUJshle than himfelf, he^ 
is nekhrr d^e^bd i» hi^ Mind «oi; Coonte- 
iiaiGf , nor doth he pen&^ly fit dowf de^ 
pforii^ im Ueh»ppiiierst but be watk%. 
abroad publickty^ wi|h an honed AJQEbrance.^; 
He celebrates httgMd Qeniusst and boaftsr 

of 
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of hiA good ForCMpei m di«t he is bappier 
than A thpufeod ptber Men wba wc io the. 
Worid. . 

Whwi w^r I^wr others ckclarc that our 
Condkion is but miferaUe, becaufe wo am 
not Magiftr^tcss and m eminent ComniaiK}» 
^t y9 then toc^ iipon ourlelves to lire, noc 
only in ^ har<^ Hapiwefi, bnt Splendor, 
in t^at Vre do m)t beg our Broid^ arc not 
jGsrced :t€h (ubfidt; hy carry iDg of BardeDs#< 
or, what 19 altogether as fervik, Fkttery. 
But fuch i$ our FoBy, that wc accuftom our- 
fclre$ radber to live for other Mens Sakes 
tjm^ ouTrOvrn i and our Difpofitions are fa 
prone ta Upbraiding^, and to be taintol 
viih -Envy ^ that theGrirfwc conceive at 
another** Profpcrity^ kSms the Joy we 
tught to take in our owo. 

It likewife greatly prevents our. Content^ 
and obftrucls the Tranquility of the Mind>. 
tbsit wt Ik&r^ ate iounOdemtt and ooc 
jytQd to our Abiiitks of Attainment, whicii^' 
bke Satis beyond the Propmtioo of the 
VefleJ^ help only to overfet itr So that 
beiag hk>wn up with extravagant Expefta^ 
Uons» if ill S<)o^ fruftrates out Attempts^ 
we pre&ntly (w£fr our. Stars;, and accofe 
Fortune, ^i^noi^wc: ought rather toky the 
Bkime upon: our eoteipriaing Folly. Thi» 
puml iJiDve of Qttr&ltes ia chiefly in Faulty 

which 
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which infufeth a vicious Inclination to ar« 
rogate, and an^ infatiable Ambition to at- 
tempt, every Thing. He who impatiently 
covets what he cannot attain, puts himfcif 
upon a perpetual Rack, keeps his Appe- 
tites up to the utmoft Stmch, and yet 
hath nothing wherewith to fatisfy diem ; 
for, either we are troubled for the Want of 
fomeihing we defire, (h* at the foflfering 
fomething we would avoid. Life is ihciit 
and tireiome ; fpent in wifliing and de- 
firing : We adjourn our Joy and Repc^ to 
the Time to come, often to a Period, when 
our beft Bleffings, Youth and Healdi, are 
already departed. Age comes and (ur-. 
prizes us in the^Midft of new Dcfires-i wc 
are got no farther, when a Fever &i7m us^- 
and extinguiihes us : If we recover, .*cis 
only to have longer Time tQ wifk and de- 
Are in. 

. It has been ahvays tint Opinion ci the 
wife Ancients, That Happineis is founded 
upon Wifdom and Virtue ; . for that wc 
muft iirft know what we ought to^do^ and 
then live according to that Knowledge: 
That a good Man jcan never be miferable ; 
nor a. wicked Man happy; nor any Maii 
unfortunate that chearfuily fubmits .to> Pro- 
vidence. Thus, then, the certain, Way to 
Uappinefs lies fair before us:. Bat Men 

wiU 
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will yet ftcer their Courfe on the other Side, 
which as manifcftly leads to Ruin. Wc 
lire, as it were, by Chance; and by Chance, 
arc wc governed. Some there are, that 
torment thcmfclves afrefh with the Memo- 
ry of what is paft: Others again, afflift 
thcmfclves with the Apprehenfions of Evik 
to come ; and very ridtculoufly both : For 
the one does hot mw concern us ; and the 
ofber not yet. 

Levity of Mind is a great Hindrance 
of Repofe : From one Appetite we pafs to 
another, not fo much upon Choice, as for 
Ciiange. Some -People are nevh- at quiet 5 
others are always fo 5 and they are both to 
blame : For that which looks like Vivacity 
and Induftry in the one, is only a Rcftlef- 
nels and Agitation ; and that which pallea 
in the other, for Moderation and Reftfvc, 
'is but a drowfy and unaftive S!oth. Some 
are perpetually fliifting from one thing to 
another ; others again, make their whole 
I^ifc but a kind of uneafy Sleep. Some 
lie tofling and turning, 'till very WearinelS 
l)rings them to Reft : There are many Pro^ . 
perties and Diverfities of Vice 5 but it is one 
never-fieiiHng EfFed of it to live difpleas'd.- 
We do all of us labour under ihordinate 
Defires ; we are cither timorous, and dare 
not venture » or venturing we do* not 
* ' fuccecd \ 



d by Google 



378 Contentment. 

Hiccced <; or die wc caft eoriehres upoa 
uncertain Hopes, where we ai€ perpetual- 
ly ic^tcitoost ami in Su^noe^ We liVc 
and die reOtleft and irrefblute y we grow 
impatient) and afliamed of ourfelvcs i and 
fiipprefs our inward Vexation, 'till it breaks 
our Hearts for want of Yent. In 0iort, we 
divide our JLivcs betwixt a Diflike of the 
preient^ and a Defire of the foture v hot 
he that lives as he fhould, orders hicnfi^lf 
£>9 as neither to fear, nor to wi(h for To^ 
morrow : If it comes,, 'tis welcome ^ but 
if not, .there's nothing lofti^ for that whu4t 
ji conie^ is but th^ iame. over again witti 
whatfspail. 

One fovtreign Remedy againft Mis£>]v 
tunes and Diicontex^, is. X2oia&MDCY cf 
Mind. Notbic^ can be above him that ijt 
above Fc^tune.: He is Proof agginil Calar 
xmties ; can take at £b^qda Sle^ in a Ban 
as in a .^al^ce^ and afiipfii^e of nap makes 
him as good alxdg^gasaiBedotDowa: 
Should every thing fucceed to his Wifh» it 
would not tranfport hims^ nor would he 
, think himfelf mifei^blc, if he (hould not 
have one quiet Hopr in his whole Life^ 
But he that iets up his Rcit upon Contingent 
cies, ibalJ never be quiet*^ We cannot pro- 
nounce a Man happy, that depends upon 
Fortune for his H^pinefs ^ for notlung 

caa 
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can .{)e more prepe^erou^, than to {>tace 
the Good of a reafonablc Cn^ture in unrea-*' 
ibnable T^iiogs^ Wbatj^/<:0me to pdi^» 
we know ftO£ ^ but wbac «mj come to paf^ 
we know : And, methinksr we (bould^ not 
find fo much Fauk with Fortuitc for her 
Inconftancy^ when we ourfelvea fqffcr a 
Change every Monaent tlwt.we live s onljr 
other Ch^i>0:» naa^e more il^oife, and this 
ifteals upon us like the Shadow upon a. 
Dial ; every Jot as certainly, but more 
infenfibly. We fliQuId therefore prepare 
for, a Sbipiyreck in A\ie Fojrt, and for ai 
fempeft in aCalmri.r'V^c 0iph14 fet bc*^ 
£c>re our £lyesr the whole Condition of 1mm 
man Natuj^, aad coirfider 'a» well what m4y 
happen,- as what commonly dpei: For the 
Way to make future Calamiiie$ eafy to us* 
IS, to make th^m FaiKiiliar ^ ua in thtt 
Contemplation.^ I would rather make fihyi 
Fortune, thm expeSr i^ y b^ing neither de* 
pi^liM with her Injuries, nor dazzled witb 
her Favours. When Z^^ was toW* thacallt 
his Goods were drown'd, IF'ky tbefiy fay»i 
he. Fortune ha^ ^ Mind to maie^ me a Pkif: 
Ufopher. ^'J]^ a great Matter for a Man iQ» 
advance his Mind above her Threats of 
Flaueries ; for he that has Once goccen the 
better of her,^ is b& for tiver. ^ 

Plutarch 
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Plutarch has remarked, that every Mari' 
hath a Stofe-Hou(e of Contentment, and 
Trouble in his own Bofom ; and that the 
Veflels which cohmin Good and Evil, are 
not placed at Jupiter^s Thrcfhold, but in 
the Receffes of the Mind r The Variety of 
our Paflions are an abundant Demonftra- 
tion. The Fool doth not difcern, and con- 
fequently cannot mmd the Good that vs 
obvious to him •, for his Thoughts are ftill 
intent upon the future. But the prudent 
Man retrieves Things that were loft out 
of their OUivicm, hf Strength erf" Rccd- 
kflion^ rendets them perfpicuous, and en*, 
joys them, as if they were prcfcnt : Hap'- 
pinds having only a few coy Minutes to be 
courted in, the Man that hath no ftitcHeflki- 
ats, n^le«5i's this Opportunity, and 4b it 
Aides away from his Senfe, and no more 
belongs to him, 

• To make a righV Eftknate of tKs WiM^ld, 
we iiould confider it as a Stage, and our- 
fclves but as Adors •, and torefolve that it 
J6 very little material what Part we play, 
fo we do it well : And to do it weH, is to 
come off with Applaufe from others, and 
Satisfaction to ourfelves. 
•^ But we^ purftie Meafures direftly con- 
trary: We take the magnifying Glafles of 
Difcontcnt, when we view-.^ own Mife- 
V. . . - rics^ 
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fie$9 jUk] others Fdiciti^ ; but look upon 
«ur own En^oymencS) and their Sufierings, 
througb the contrafting Optics of Ingrati^ 
tude and Incompaffion. It is a very iil-n^« 
lured thing for any Man to think himfclf 
more mirendile, beqaufe another is happy ; 
and yet this is the very thing hy which 
alone many Men have made tbemfelvcs 
wretched^ creating Wants to themreivesi 
merely from the envknis Contennplation of 
other Men's Abundaooe. 

One principal Means to bring us to a 
State of Content and Tranquility, is to 
determine within ourfelves, that there is 
no wrangling with Fortune ; no being out 
of Humour for Accidents \ whatfoever be- 
falls us^ in our Lot^ and whether in Ap:* 
pearance ic be good or bad, it is God's 
Pleafure^ and it is our Duty to bear it; 
When a Man has once gotten a Habit of 
Virtue^ all his A&ions are equal ; he is 
conftantly one and the fame Man : The 
Sum of human Duty may be comprehend- 
ed in few Words : Patience^ where we are 
to fufFer \ and Prudence^ in what we are 
to do. 

It is a frequent Complaint in the World, 
that the Things we enjoy are but few, tran- 
(itory, and uncertain; fo ungrateful a Con- 
ftra^ion do we make of the divine Boui^ 
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fy. Heiice tc is, ^hat we are neither i¥8« 
Jing to die nor ootUfcn^d «o iive ; betwixt 
the Fear of the one, and the Deceftatkm of 
the other. Hence it is, that We aw pw- 
petually fliifting (^'Counfels, anid ftill crav^ 
ing of more ; beoiiiie thac whkh Wd- cafl 
Felicity, is not Mt to Fill «. Thofe 
Things which all Men covet, are tfut fpc- 
cious Out Sides, and there is nothing in 
them of fuUlantial Satisfa^on. Nor is 
there any thing fo hard and terrible in the 
contrary as the Vul^ imagine ; only -the 
Word Calamity has an ill Reputation in 
the World, and the very Nahie is more 
grievous tlran the Thing itfdf. What have 
1 to complain of, if I can turn that to 
Happinefe, which others count a Mifery ? 
A wffe Man either repels, or eleiSls, as he 
fees the Matter before him, witheot fen- 
ing the 111 which he rejefts, or admiring 
•what he chufes. Our Condition is good 
enough if we make ihe beft on it, and our 
Felicity is in our own Power. Things 
that are adventitious have no EffeA upon 
him that ftudies to make fure of his Hap- 
pinefs within hlmfelf. It is not with com* 
mon Accidents of Life, as with Fire and 
Sword, that bum and cut all alike ; but 
Misfortunes work more or lefs, according 
to the Wcaknefs or Refolution of the Pa- 
tient : 
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^ent : And he that grieves for the Lofs of 
<hi(uai Comforts, flrail never want Occafioa 
of Sorrow. 

K-dMeflhcfs of Mind, Inequality df Ha- 
Incur, Inconftancy of Affcaibn, and Un- 
certainty of Condpft, are all Vices of thef 
Sou!, but different; and as like asr they 
^pear, are hot always found in one and 
flie fame Subjeft. Every thing is ftrange 
ki the Humours, Morals, and Mapners of 
Men: One lives So^ir., Paffionate, Cove- 
tous, Furious, Submiflive, Laborious, and 
full of his own Interefts, who was born Gay, 
Peaceable, Indolent, Magnificent, of a no- 
He Courage, and far from any thing bafe 
and pitifoT: The Cares of Life, the Cir- 
cumftances they find tbemfelycs in, and the 
Law of Necdffity, force Nature, and caufe 
foch great Changes. Thus fuch a Man, at 
the Bottoifi^ and in himfelf, is not to be 
defined ; Abundance of Things which are 
cut of his Power, change, turn, and over- 
turn him : He is not really what he is, or 
what he appears to be. *Tis fo common 
for Man not to be happy, and fo eflential 
to all Good to be acquired with Trouble, 
-ihat what comes with Eafe is fufpefted : 
Wt can hardly comprehend how any thing, 
^hich cofts us fo little, can be for our 
Advantage, or bow, by juft Meafuits, we 

could 
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could reach the Ends we propofed : We 
think we deferve good Fortunes^ but ought 
feldom to depend on it. There are certain 
CQpd Thuigs which we molt paifionately 
defire, and the very Idea of them moves 
and tranfpons us ; yet if we happen to 
obtain thtm» we are leis fenfible of them 
than we thought we fhould be } and lels bu-; 
fy in rejoicing over thern^ than in afpiring 
after greater. So there are fome Evils 6} 
frightful, and fome Misfortunes fb horrible, 
that we dare not think on them, and the 
very Profped makes us tremble : If they 
chance to fall on us, we find more Reli^ 
than we could imagine ; we arm ourfelves 
againft perverTe Fortune, and do better thad 
we hoptrd fon 

Is it not plain, that we iet falfe Efti- 
mates on every thing that may befall us,^ 
foreftall Objects with Prepoflellions or 
Prejudices, and thereby beconie infhoi- 
mental to our own Uneafinefs? Indeed^ 
if we could ufe our Eyes aright, and fee 
Things in their true Shapes, a Compe- 
tency would be more pleafmg than Abun- 
dance; and the envied Pomp of Princes, 
when balanced with the Cares and Hazards 
annexed, would rather make a wife Man 
fear, than defu-e Preferment, There is -nd 
g4-cater Unhappincls than the fond Admira- 

tion 
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tion of other Mens Enjoyments, and Con- 
tempt of our own : But if we would begin 
at the right End, and look with as much 
Compaflion on the Adverfities of others, as 
we do with Envy at their Profperitics, every 
Man would find Caufe to fit down content- 
edly with his own Burden. 

But ihe Nature of Man is extremely que- 
rplops: We know not what we would have ; 
and when we have it, we know not how to 
like it : We would be happy, yet we would 
Qot diet We would live long, yet we would 
not be old : We abound with Complaints, 
yet nothing diflikes us but the prefent ; for 
what we condemn while it was, once paft 
we magnify, and ftrive to recal it out ot the 
Jaws of Time; Every Blefiing that is lent 
us through our Ingratitudes and Difcontents* 
hath fomething to difparage and diftafte ir. 
Children bring Cares *, Smgle Life is wild 
and folitary. Religion nicely fevere j Li- 
berty lawlefs; Wealth burdenibme; and 
Mediocrity contemptible : Every thing has 
its Fault, cither in Abundance, or Defi- 
ciency. 

The difcontented Man is ever head- 
ftrong and felf-wiird, yet does not tie him<* 
felf to Elteem, or pronounce according to 
Reafon ; fome Things he muft diflike, he 
knows not wherefore, but he likes them 
S not: 
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not : Every thing be medddeth with, h/t 
cither finderh imperfeft, or maketh fo t If 
but an unfeafonable Shovrer cfofs bis Re- 
creation, he is ready to fall out with Hea^ 
vcn, and thinks he is wix>ng*d, if Ood will 
not take his Times when to rain, and when 
to (hine : He is a Slave ro Envy $ and 
lofeth Fieih with fretting, not fi> tniicb at 
his own Infelicity t as at others Oood^ Nei^ 
ther hath he Leifore to joy in his own 
Blefltngs^ whilft another pr^pereth : Fam 
would he fee fome Mutinies ; but dares ndt 
raife them : Nochfaig but Fear keeps him 
from Confpiracies y and no Man is more 
cruel, when he is not manacled with Danger: 
The Inconftant and he, agree well in their 
Felicity, which both place in Change : But 
herein they differ ; the Inconftant Man af- 
feds that which will be ; die Difconcented, 
commonly that which was. 

Difcontentment is ,a Mixture of Anger, 
and of Griefs 5 both which are wont to raife 
up fearfiU Tempefts in the Soul. What 
can be more foolifh^ than for a Man, be- 
caufc he thinks God hath made him mifera* 
bJe by CrofTes, to make himfelf raorc 
miferable by his own Diftempers? If a Man 
will fpum againft flrong Ih>B Spikes, what 
can he hope to carry away but Wounds ? 
How widefs a Thing it is, for a Man t6 

torment 
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ferment Wmfclf with the Thoughts of thofc 
Evils that arc paft all Remedy? What wife. 
Beholder would not have fmiled with Pity 
and Scorn, to have fccn the great Auguftus^ 
after the Defeat of fome choice Troops, 
knock his Heaci againft the Wall; and hear 
him paflionately cry out, O Varus^ rcftore 
me my Legions ! Yet thus froward and 
tetchy is Nature in the beft. If we may not 
have all we would have, all that we have is 
nothing : If we be not perfedlly humour'd 
we are wilfully unthankful. 

•Tis certain, our Repinings proceed not 
from any DefeA of the heavenly Bounty, 
but from the malignant Temper within us : 
It might be one great Furtherance to our 
Content, if we would but confidcr how lit- 
tle will fuffice Nature, and that all the reft 
is but Matter of Opinion. Indeed, what 
Ufe is there of more than what may nouriih 
us within, and cover us without ? And yet 
do we rove over all the Latitude of Nature 
fbr Contentment ; our Appetites are truly 
imreafonable, and will know no Bounds : 
We begin with Neceflaries, as Pliny juftly 
obferves •, and from thence we rife to Ex- 
ccfs, puniftiing ourfelves with our own 
wild Defires : Whereas, if we were wife, 
we might find Mediocrity an Eafe. God 
h^th placed none of us in fo barren a Soil, 
S 2 in 
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in ib forlorn a State, but there Is ibmething 
perhaps in it which may afford us Conr)fort: 
But it in a fullen HunuHir, we will not 
cultivate our Field, becaufc we have, per- 
haps, more mind to our Neighbour's, we 
may thank ourfelves if we ftarve; thew- 
fpidng of what Qod has given us, i$ but a 
cold Invitation to farther Bounty : This 
complaining Humour is a Sicknefs of the 
Mind, and a perpetual craving of* the Ap- 
petite, without any Poflibility of Satis- 
faction. 

The moll cffeftual Motives to the obtain- 
ing a due Tranquility of Mind, and Refig- 
nation of Spirit, in every Change of Life, 
is to rcfleft, that if there be any Happlnefs 
to be found upon Earth, it is in that which 
we call G>ntent : Though this is a Flower 
that grows not in every Garden. To be- 
come Matters of this great BlefTing, we 
mull confine our Defires to a proper Com- 
pafs, put our Appetites under a Rcftraint, 
and our Paffions under Subjedion : Not be 
concinually grafping at PofTcffions out of 
our Reach, founding our Bliis on imagi- 
nary Attainments, or repining at the Station 
in which Heaven has placed us, and think- 
ing any other would conduce more to our 
Felicity. 

The 
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The Tranfitorinefs of all Earthly Enjoy- 
ments, the unfatisfying Condition of them, 
and the Danger of over-cfteeming them, 
Ihould wean us from Sourncfs or Difcon- 
tent at being deprived of them. The Con- 
fiderations, that divine Providence over- 
rules all Events, that a little willfufBce the 
Neceflities of Nature, will convince us, that 
We ought to abate our Defires, to digeft 
fmall and Teeming Inconveniencies, and to 
think that our prefent Condition is beft for 
us. By this Nleans we fliall neither repine 
at our Neighbour's Happinefs, nor conceive 
ourfelves unfortunate ; be never anxious for 
the future, nor uneafy at the prefent ; but 
enjoy a Tempet* and Serenity of Soul, and 
put it out of the Power oi^ Fate or Fortune 
to harrafs or difcompofe us. 
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RETIREMENT is a fort of 
Sleep to a wearied Nature ; when we 
have run through the Tumuks and F^igu^ 
of Life, when we arc harra(s*d out with Bu- 
finefs and Hurry, we arc glad to takf 
Shelter in a calcnprivac/t and put in, a3 
to a fafe Harbour, out pf the trouUcd 
Ocean. 

Gcero^ is not for allowing any the Bene* 
fits of Retirement, who can be Icrviceahlc 
in a State of A6Hvity, and only permics 
them an Exemption from Employment, 
when they are difabled from Bufmeft by 
Want of Health, or called off by fome 
more important Reafon. ^ibus autem ta- 
lis nulla fit c(tufq^ fidefpicfite fe dicunt ea^ 
qua plerique admiruni^r^' Imperia Cs? Ma- 
g^ratus \ lis non rXbdb mn laudi, verum 
etiam vitio dandum puto. But tbofe who have 
no fuch Pleas to excufethem^ if they yet pro- 
fejsja difpife- what the Generality of the 

World 
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fyarJd are f$nd of^ Command and Office^ I 
tiink tbiy are mtmlynottohe commended^' 
but cenjured for witbdrawwg. 

Seneca^ who fpent the greateft Part of his 
Life in a Court, feems to be of a contrary- 
Opinion : He tells his Son, ^bere is no Op- 
poriunity feapes me of enquiring where you 
are^ what you do^ and what Lompany you 
keep: And I am well enough pleafed^ that^ 
J can hear nothing concerning you^ for it- 
Jbevjs that you live retired. A general Con* 
verfation is jaeitber «afy, nor abfokitely fafe ; 
and yet our Retreais nuy look like Often*-- 
tetion. . ' 

*Tis a fair Step towards- Happinefs and 
Virtue, to delight in the Con verfation of 
good, and of wife Men ; and where that^ 
cannot be had, the next Point, is, to keep 
no Company at all. Solitude affords Bufi- 
ncfs enough, and the Entertainment is com- " 
fortable and eafy. To live hidden, was ne-' 
ver but fafe and pleafant ; but then, fo much . 
better, when the World is worfe. It is a. 
Happinefs, not to be a Witncfs of the Mif- 
chief of the Time, which it is hard to kt^ 
artd be guiltlefs. Your Philofophical Ceil, 
is a fafe Shelter from Tumults, from Vices, 
from Difcontentments. 

Befides that lively honed and manly Plea- 

fiare which strifes from the Gain of Know* 

S 4 ledge 
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ledge in the deep Myfteries of Nature, how 
eafy is it in Retirement to live free from 
the common Cares, from the Infedion of 
common Evils ! Who is envied, and who 
pitied at Court, who buys Hopes and Kind- 
neft deareft, who lays fecret Mines to blow 
up another, that himfelf may fucceed, can 
never trouble you. Thefe Cares dare not 
enter into a Sanftuary of Peace : Thence 
you can fee now all that live public are 
tofs'd in thefe Waves, and pity them : You 
fit as on a high Rock above the Waters, 
and laugh at the Tempeft that cannot reach 
you. This View of Retirement brings toi 
my Mind a Paffage of £»«rr^//«ir, beautiful- 
ly tranflated by Mr. Dry den ; which bears 
no fmall Refemblance to what I have ad- 
vanced. 



^iis pleafant fafely to behold from Shore 
ne rowling Ship \ and hear the Tempeft roar: 
Not that another^ s Pain is our Delight ^ 
But Pains unfelt^ produce the peaftng Sight. 
*Tis plea/ant alfo to behold from far 
^e moving Legions mingled in the War. 
But much more fweet^ thy labouring Steps ^ 

to guide 
To Virtue^ s Heights^ with fFifdom welifup- > 

ply% 
A.dall the Magazines of Learningfortif/d. . 
* From 
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Frcfm thence to lookbeloiv on Human lOnd^ 
Bewildered in the Maze of Life and blind. 
O wretched Man ! in what a Miliof Lifcj 
Inclosed with Danger Sy and with noify Strife^ 
He Jpends his little Span \ and over -feeds 
His crammed Defires with more than Nature 

needs. 
For Nature wifely flints our Appetite^ 
And craves no more than undifturlfd Delight ; 
fFhich Minds ^ unmix* d with Cares and Fears^ 

vbtainj 
A SoulferenCy a Body void of Pain. 

But {lowcver amiaUc the Bleffing of Re- 
tirement may look, >and he confider'd^ by 
fome, I am not infcnfiblt there are others 
who will objedt, that though Solitude pro- 
mifes fair, and is a ftrong Entertainment 
to a melanctoly Fancy, yet were the 
Notion driven up, and try'd in it&fartheft 
Extent, we fbould quickly change our 
Opinion, They fay, that like a great 
many other Things, it is better in Proi 
ipeft, than Poffeffion : Like a Summcr^s 
Cloud in the Evening, it looks foft and 
fine at a Diftatice, and prefeots us with a 
great many pretty Figures ; but when yoa 
come clofc to the Object, the Colours are 
rubbed out, and the Subl^noe (brinks : 
There is nothing remaining but empty Air; 
S 5 nothing 
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nochiag ^at irill either ciAcr fted the Eye, 

or fill the Grafp« 

It ma]r be fiirthor urged. That Adam vr^ 
created in the Perfe(Stion of his Species \ 
tliat there was nothing but Plentf and Plea* 
liire^ Irnioceoce and Security in View ; hd 
had neither Want to diftrefs hino. Danger 
to alarm him^ or Guilt tx^ niMike him im« 
eafy: But notwithftatiding dfts Para^f 
boih^vitbQui said wtbm^ God faw his Be^ 
ing impcrfeft, and that 'twas net g^ for 
bim to be .alone. If Happineis then is im* 
prafticable without Society, if Solitude, 
(triply taken, .woa't^do in Paradife, *cis in 
vain to expe& from it e|fewiiere« 

If a Perfofi^ ikys ^Uy^ of Senfa and 
Probity, was fumifhed with aB the Beffingi 
of Life, and h^ nerer Co much Wealthy 
Leifure, and La^go^ of'Undetfttniiing, 
yet if .he was bsi^d idl l^toner of Cbnv- 
pany, and never allowed ib^much as to fee 
a Man^ he Jhad bettor throw up his Beings 
and. fairly. Cake leanre x>f f he World. In* 
deed, a Man well raccornmodatcd, may 
love Cbnipany irom a mc»e genefious Mo^ 
live, than that of Pride or ^aniiy s to^anA 
fuie hisSatis£at(5irion, ami l^i^w hi6 good Na4> 
ture ; lob iA(bu£l, to obKae, and ^niertain. > 

Thene may be this (>!:9e6tion, indeed^ 

^made toRotjcement) That^lkode ^vts too 

... c ' much 
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much Leifure for Reficftion, opens an tinac?- 
ceptable Scene, and fhews a Man the Pover- 
ty of his own Nature: For Jet the Outfidte 
looTc never fo fair, 'twill by no Means bear 
the Tcft of a thorough Infpeciioh -, the 
Stores, when examined, will fall ftrangely 
fliprt: The mod knowing and powerful will 
fbon be at a Stand: They will quickly per- 
ceive their Underftanding puzzled, and their 
Will checked, in Abundance of Things. 
Befides, the Uncertainty of the Future, and 
the Thoughts of Death will crowd in : In 
(hort, nothing but the Supports of Religion 
can make a Man fit to entertain himfelf. 
Now, Company ffives Bufinefs and Diver- 
(ion, draws the Mind abroad, and keeps 
People's Thoughts from preying upon 
themfclres. 

It often happens, that if we cannot be 
courtedf and have our. WiU, we fall into a 
'Fit of Retirement, and ipake Company nb 
longer. How often do the Deciciiiions df 
Intereft, the Misfortunes in Love, or Am- 
bition, drive People out of Bufmefe anfl 
Sight,' and make them withdraw to Priva- 
ty ,► As Children,' when they are crofs*d in 
their Fancy, walk off, and ftand lliUen ih 
a Corner. Some People likewifc retire, to 
conceal their Defcfts: They are IhfBdemly 
acquainted with the lean Temper of the Ge- 
nerality J How forward the^Oria h lO fp'V 
S 6 out 
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out a Fault, and publiih a Difadvantage ^ 
and therefore, they are unwilling to have 
the Impcrfedions of Age, cr Fortune gazed 
at and remarked : Too much Light difco- 
vcrs the Wrinkles •, which makes them 
chufe to fit out of the Sun. 

Plutarch hath writ a Ihort Treatifc 
on this Queftion, fVhetber it was rigbtfy 
faid^ Live Concbal'd. The Philofo- 
pher fcems pofitive, that he who faid ir, 
had no mind to live conceal'd, but fpoke it 
with Defign of. being taken notice of for 
his very faying it : As if he faw deeper 
into Things than every Vulgar Eye, and 
to purchafe to himfelf a Reputation, how 
unjuftly foever, by inycigling others into 
Obfcurity and Retirement : That befides, 
the Thing itfclf founded ill, to bid us keep 
all our Life-Time out pf tlie World's Eye, 
as if we had rifled the Sepulchres of the 
Dead ; or done fuch Deteftable Villanies, 
as we muft hide for : As if it were grown 
a Crime to live, unlefs we could keep all 
others from knowing we do fo. From this 
Pofiuon, he proceeds to pronounce, Thas 
even an ill* Liver ought not to withdraw 
from the Converfc of others •, no, let him 
be known, let him be reclaimed, let him 
repent : If he have any Stock of Virtue, 
let it not lie unemployed -, or if he have 
^n vicioufly bent, let him not by flying 

the 
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the Means continue unreclaimed and un* 
cur!d. All the Infirmities t>f a dilTolute 
Life^ all the irregular Paflions of the 
Soul) ought be laid open to the View 
of all, and undergo the Touch of every 
ikilful Hand, that all who examine into 
the Temper, may b^ able to prefcribe ac- 
cordingly. Doth Anger traniport us ? Let 
us take the Advice to ihun the Occafions 
of it. Doth Love torment, or Jcaloufy 
diftraft us ? From Converfation, we Ihall 
be taught Expedients to femove or weather 
our PaiTions. 

Again, if, on the other Hand, this Ad* 
vice be calculated for the Owners of 
Worth and Virtue ^ if they muft be con- 
demned to Privacy, and live unknown to 
the World 5 what would thb have amount^ 
ed to, but in Eflfedt, to bid Epaminondas 
lay down his Arms -, to bid Lycur^us csLn-- 
eel his Laws ; to bid ^raftbylus fpare the 
Tyrants ; in a Word, to bid Pythagoras 
forbear his Inftru£lions ; and Socrates^ his 
Reafonings and Difcourfes? What would 
it be, but to fentence Virtue to be doomed 
to Oblivion, Art to Idjcnefs and Inafti- 
vity, Philofophy to Silence, and all a Man's 
Happinefs to be forgotten ? If in the 
State of Life we are under, we muft 
be fecluded from all Knowledge and Ac- 
quaintance 
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2aaintacne wiA the World, let it be only 
ich who' m Ac it the whole Bofincfs of 
Life to heap Plcafure upon Pieafiirer 
Let fach live Reclufes all their Days: 
But what (hould jbcy hide their Heads 
for, who, whh regard to the Works of 
Nature, own and ms^ify a JDhine Beings 
who celebrate his Jtamcc and Providence, 
who in Point of Morality are due Obfcr- 
vers of the Law, Promoters of Society 
and Community among Men, Lovers of 
the Commonwealth, and in^the Adminr- 
ftrjLtiqa thereof, prefer the common Good 
befone a' pirratc Advantage ? What fhoqld 
ttjch Men cloifter tm themftlycfe, and livp 
Reclufes from the Worid for ? WouW you 
have them out of the Way, for fear they 
Ihould teach others to be good coo ? For 
fear they ihpuld fct a good Ejfample, and 
allure others^ jo Yfftue out ^ of -Emulation 
of the Precedent ? Fpr tj6 be known to Ac 
World und^r fome eminent Qiarafter, not 
pnlycarries a Reputation with it, but makes 
the Virtues in us become praftical like 
Light; which renders us not only vifible, 
"but u.(eful tp others. ' - 

It may, be ftill argued in Difcountenancc 
of Solitude and Reth-ement, that Men*s 
tiatiiral Parts lying \incmployed. for lack 
of Acquaintance with the World, con- 

traft 
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traA-a kind of Filth or Ruft and Cra* 
zinifi thereby : ' For IbttHh Eafe, ahd a 
Life wliblly Sedentary, and given tjp to 
Idlencfi, fpoik and debiUtates, not opJj? 
die Body, but the Sool too : And as clofe 
Wafers (hadowcd over by bordering Trees^' 
and ftagnated in Defawk of (Springs to. fup- 
plyCurrent and Mott6n to i^m, beoomt^ 
foul and 'Corrupt; fo the innate Faculties 
and Powers of a dullunfttrring Soul, whar-' 
ever UfeMneis, whatever Seeds of Good 
flie may have taken in • her, yet when fliC 
puts riot thofe Powers into Ailion, w|ien 
ofaoe they ftagnate,' they Ipofe their Vigoiiri" 
and rim W Decay. - A Man*s Reafon (li^c 
FitcV fcarce vifible*, and jiift going oat) 
Retires into itfelfj and what with Inaftivity 
arid Dulnefe, every Tittle fleeting Objedb fo* 
Ihatfers and endanger die extinguilhing it,' 
that- therfe temain but -feme 6bf(;v)re and 
glimmering Indications jj;)at the Man i^ 
alive. Therefore he thai ca^rhimfelf into 
obfcitfe Retirenients, he tjiar fits furfOund-' 
ed in Darknefi, and buries himfelt alive, 
fccmsj^ in P7ir/(ir/i*s Mind, to repine at 
Ws oWn Birth/' irid grudges he ^v^ l^ad a 

Being.', ^v^ ;, ^ ^^' ^- '^;-^: ; -' ' 

' AH tWs, "J'miA *own,' makes agaittft a 
State of Rctiremfent; to which there may 
be other Confidcrations iubjoi'ned, which,^ 

• ** . " as 



d by Google 



400 Retirement. 

as Mn CollUr has termed it Should keep us 
from diftncorparating ourfelves. Wc had 
our Being from Mankind; our Support, 
our Education, the Growth of our Bodies, 
and ^the Progrefs of our Reafon, came all, 
under God, through their Hands, All the 
Pleafure'and Conreniencies of Life are con- 
vey'd to us by this Channel: And, there- 
fore, if&Zi/tf/fc could provide us Neceffaries^ 
and fumifh us to our Wifhes, which {ift 
impoflible, yet we ought not to diiband, 
and break looCb from Human Society: 
We ihquld rather continue upon the Spot, 
and difcharge the Obligation. For 
flu>uld every body be ova-grown, with this 
Shynels and Chagrin, ffaould they run off 
(ingle, and not endure the Sight of each 
other, not only States and Kingdoms, Arts 
and Sciences, Laws and Religbn, but even 
Human Nature itfelf would link and bs 
dcftroy'd. - . 

But, farther. What if general Kindnefs,^ 
and Chriftian Charity, fo ftrongly enjoined 
in the Scripture, be utterly inconfiftent with 
an abfolutp Retirement ? For which Way 
qan any Virtue be exercifed without Obje^ 
or Opportunity ? All Inftancesof Affefti- 
onand Sympatlry, and ali Works of Mercy, 
are imprafticable upon this Scheme. How 
can he that abfeonds from the whole World, 

and 
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and lives literally by himfelf, cither feed 
the Hungry or cloath the Naked ? How 
can fuch a one be hofpitable to Strangersiy 
or vifit thofe under Sicknefs or Confine* 
ment? What Poffibility is there of his in- 
ftruding the Ignorant, of comforting the 
AffliiSred, or correding the audacious Liber- 
tine? Is it not to renounce human Socie-^ 
ty 5 Is it not to renounce Chriftianity, and 
cut our felves off from the Communion of 
the Church : Of the Church, which im- 
plies Company, and is enough to difcou- 
rage Solitude, by the very Idea and Name 
of it? 

.. But after all thcfe henious Charges are 
weighed, and aggravated with additional 
Circuthftanccs and Argument, a calm Re- 
tirement may not only be excufable, but 
often a Part of our Duty. I would not 
by Retirement be thought to imitate a 
wild and favage Withdrawing from all 
Commerce with Human Kind, or to pre- 
fcribe the Solitude of a Defart : This would 
be inverting the Bleffings and Bertefits of 
luch a State *, this would be to derive it 
from a Sicknefs of the Mind, prevailing 
Melancholy, and Splenetic Refolutions 5 I 
would not be underftood to recommend it 
farther, than a feafonable Retiring from 
Tumult and Diftraftipn^ from Vice and* 

Imperti- 
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Impereuiebce; from Vanity, and Fat^ltie* 
It is not impoflBbk to live at eafc» to live 
to i^ven and Ourfekes, and yet be fer^ 
vioeable to our FcUow^Cceatures? Muft 
we, like Gally-Slavcs, be fcr ever labour- 
ing at the Oar of BuQiieis, ftruggling with 
Frauds, and boftiing with Inqaiemdes; and 
18 there no Portion of our Days allowed 
OS to Reft and Tranquility ; no Reprieve 
from Toil and Uncafinefe? Muft our 
Healdis and Conftitutions, our Comforts 
and Satisfactions, be given up and facrificed 
to eternal Anxieties i. May w^ never be al- 
lowed to plead the Privilege of our I^* 
boars, fue out our Diffnilfions and with- 
draw from Fatigue? 

It is certain all Mankind love Eafe; 
tbnugh Ambition and Avarice employ n[Jolt 
Men^ Thoughts ; they are fuch nneafy 
H4bits, that we do not indulge them out 
of Choice, but from fome Neccflity, real 
or imaginary. We feck Happinefe, in 
which Eafe is the principal Ingredient ; 
and the End propofed in our moft rcftlefs 
Purfiiitsv is; Tianquility. We are there* 
fbrelbothed and delighted with the Re* 
prefentatioh of. it, and^ fancy we partake 
of the Pleafure. Are not Health, Tran- 
quiiity, and pleafing ObjeAs, the Growth 
of the Country? And though Men, for the 
. ^ -: general 
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lovepppuLpu^ Cities, the Country hatb tjnt 
jgreatp: ,Share in ^n i9ncorrupi39d Heart. 
Wfien we paint, defaibe, or any Way in- 
dulge our Fancy, the Country i$ the Scene 
which fupplies us with the oioft lovely 
J[ mages.. Thi^ State ; was that wherein God 
placed ^i/z;n when in Paradife) nprcoyldalji 
the fanciful Wits of Antiquity itn^ine any 
Tbhig that could adminifter more exquilitf 
Delight in their ELyfium. 

Ihe Fruit we gather from oiur many 
^Ddy^ of Cpmpany i? very little i We fes- 
ter niuch in Con variation, we gather \^ 
£mail Profit i but for the Jew Hours we 
fpend in Retircipent and Recolleftion, the 
Return is very confjderable ; and the gre^tr 
cr Portions of our Tim? we lay out for OOTr 
ielves l>ercafter^ . ., j 

A Gentleman in a Country Life enjoys 
Paradife with a Temper fit for itv who 
underftands the Station in which Heaven 
and Nature have placed him ; he i$ more 
fuperiorto thofe of lower Fortune. by his 
Benevolence, than his PoflelTu^s ; andju0}- 
Jy divides his Time between 5olitudjB and 
Company, fo as to ufe the ope for the othef. 
His Life isfpent in good OiKces to his 
Neighbours, and his Counfel and Knowi. 
ledge arpa Guard to tfae$i;nplicity and Jono- 
^ . cencc 
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tcnce of thofc of lower Talents, and the Eor 
tcrtainment and tiappinefs of thofe of equal. 

To a thmking Man it muft feem Pro- 
digious, that the very Situation in a 
Country Life docs not incline Men to a 
Scorn of the mean Gratifications fome take 
in it. To ftand in a Stream naturally 
lulls the Mind into Compofure and Re- 
verehcc ; to walk in Shades, diverfifics 
that Pleafure-, and a bright Sun-fliine 
makes a Man confider all Nature m Glad- 
nefs, and himfelf the happieit Being in it, 
as he is the nioft confcious of her Gifts 
^nd Enjoyments. It would be the moft 
ihipertinent Piece of Pedantry imaginable, 
to form our Pleafures by Imitation of 
others ; I Will not therefore mention Scipi$ 
•and Latins y who are generally produced 
on this Subjeft as Authorities for the Charms 
of a rural Life. 

He that does not feel the Force of agree- 
able Views and Situations in his own Mind, 
will hardly arrive at the Satisfaftions 
they bring from the Refledtiona of others. 
•However, they who have a Talle that 
Way, are more particularly inflamed widx 
Defire, when they fee others in the Enjoy* 
menf of it ; efpecially when Men carry 
into the Country a Knowledge of the 
World, as wcU as of Nature. The Lei- 

furc 
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fure* of fach Perifons. is endeared and re- 
fined by Refleftion upon Cares md In- 
quietudes The Abfence of paft Labours 
doubles prefent Pleafures, which are fliU 
augmented, if the Perfon in Solitude has 
the Happinefs of being addiiSted to Let- 
ters. . J, ^ 
^ To retire for Qui^t, and the BeaeHft 
of Thinking, is, certainly commendable; 
jimiclfures ^en^ts^ faid the Lord Bacon. 
Converfation is a Thief that fteals aiWay a 
great Part of opr Time, and ufuaUy ftuffk 
our Memory with Rubbifli; jSolitudc is 
a great Relief in fuch Cafes;, and wife 
Men are glad to get clear of the Croud, 
ifor frcfli Air and Breathing. In Retire- 
ment we tafte the Sweets of a quiet 
Repofe, and entertain ot^rf^lyes with 
Freedom; nay, we Jive m&jf:t in two 
Days of Retreat, and are more fenfible of 
what Life is, than in two Years full of 
Bufinefs and .Trouble; and we fee greater 
Things in Retirements, than abroad in the 
World. 

What do we lee great in, the World, 
unlcfs it be perhaps an Army, the Siege 
of a Town, or the Court of a Prince? 
Thefe are Things we are quickly accuftom^ 
cd to, apd which only appear great to us 
at the firft Sight. But in Retirement, w^ 

look 
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kx)k upo^ the ^different Woricsl of ^ T^atiirc ; 
the SiitMifing and fettmg', a ftill Night 5 
and thofe Planets which fo majeftically 
rowl over our Heads, which we continually 
admire. 

It muft bc^ in Rcalky, agrcatNEfery 
for a Man never to be his own : Too mudi 
Accfuidntatice tHakes^ us Starangers to our- 
felvts} Md the more we conyerfe widif 
MeiH the lefs we converfe with our own 
Bofoms. There are indeed Degrees of 
Solitadey and we inay be miftkken if we 
think k a Sanctuary againft all Vices, or 
that there are not focn, v4io embrace it 
merely for a larger Scope in crimirtal En- 
joymcnts. They withdraw, as Tiberius 
did to Caprea^ to be more at Icifure for 
their Vices, to debauch Withotft Interrupt 
tioo, and be fomewhat covered from Ccn- 
fore and Obfervation. 

Some People's Melancholy has driven 
them to an EkccTs; they are loft in a 
Mift of the Spleen 5^ they think all Society 
infectious •, and, that every Mortal has 
the tokens upon him, and fo retire to 
fcape being poWated. This indeed is a 
wrcMig Method 5 for at fuch a Time, a 
Man (hould awaken himfelf, and imme* 
diately ftrikc off into Bufincfs, or inno- 
cent Diverfion* Refolution and Spirit 

will 
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^iir qpulckly rep^l Ac Malignity, and diP- 
ce(s the Hamour. For to iofe the Cjom^ 
forts of Life in a few Vapoors^ and to be 
fmoked and fmod»!red out of .one's Rea« 
ion, are far k6m CircumftanccG of Cit^ 
dir. 'Tils hot good to run the Let^tkof 
a retired Faticy^ nor fhSsr the Spleeti tA 
gov^n. Sotirade n^oft have a. Temper M 
well as other Things, To ovcrwdiSvc N4U 
cure^ and pufli the Experimefit too far^ ne^ 
ver turns to any Account. 

People diat retit^, fays Mr.. CdHeri 
Ihould eacaHihie die DifikuhJes^ apd pro- 
pQition the Undertaking to tinir Strength 1 
a chOroi;^ Scrutiny of the inclinations, 
of the Will and the Power, iss no more 
than a neceflary Precaution* Without 
this preliminary Prudence u <M^n may 
ov^r-borthm his Shouid^s^ and wade Mt 
of his Ddpth: Neither can the Way be 
Tnade foju:k fometimes without licviry and 
Imputation* To live alone, thoi^ in a 
moderate Degree, will require fome tolcra^. 
Me Provi&m in Books and Capacity : He 
that goes off uofurmifaed in the Under* 
Handing, will make wretched Company 
fblr himrifelf. He has only contrived a 
Settlement for a favage Life, and retires 
like a Beaft to his X>ai. A Man may as 
wdl fail alone as in Company ; there are 
^ Ways 
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Wayfefor ic» until fudi Time as he hath 
feamed .himfelf to be Jibi Thairum ; (6 
mudi to refpeft his Reafon, and fear his 
Confcience^.that be cannot without Shatne 
ftumble or trip in their Prefence, that he 
dare not halt befcn-e himfelf, but bears a 
kind of Reverence and Refped unto him* 
felf, which, next to Religion, is the chief- 
eft Bridle s^aioft all Vice. 

We cannot have a nobler Motive to 
Retirement^ than upon the Score of Reli^ 
gion: To fliut up. the Profpe6l of this 
World, that we may take the better View 
of the other, is a prudent. Precatticm; 
fTis certainly good to retreat fixHn Com- 
pany, and bar the Door upon Bufineis 
and Diverfion; and when we are thus 
difengaged, to infpeS: our Practice, to 
ftate our Accounts, and examine our Con-^ 
dition for Eternity. *Tis good to mak« 
a. Stand by ourfelves, and oonfidcr how 
well we are reconciled to a State of Sepa- 
raticMi. Things (landing thus, we fhcmld 
endeavour to diientangle before-bandi to 
uncwill our AfTedion, and Aide o£f firom 
the World byD^rees; and fince the 
Oii^eds of Senfe will Ihordy . fail us, let 
us lefien the Cbrrelpondence, and try a 
licde to live without them : Let us aj^y . 
to a more lading Fund, and fubfift our 

Happi- 
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Happinefs apon Thought. To retire for 
fuch ParpoTes as thefe, is the beft Improve- 
ment of Solitude : To be thus alone, k the 
Way^o bring us to the moft defirable Com^ 
pany. Thofe who have attained to that 
Sublimity pf Mind^ as to be above all 
Worldly Cares, tbcni^ they meddle wirK 
the World as being of the World, yet they 
do it fo fafcly, that they cleave not to it, 
nor are aftoniflxed to leave it. 

To come to a Coiiclufion: Solitude hath 
certainly mpr^ Pleafi»w in it, .than any 
pubUc Employment ;. for it ^drives us in* 
to Concempiatfon, which is ia charming, 
that it may rather beiaid to ravifh, than 
pjeaie, consiimting £1 cpen a Rapture up <» 
on our Soulst. that it puts them almoft into 
a State of Separation. It is an Abuie of 
Retiremeiity for Men tb! embrace it out of 
Meannels of Spirit, or for Weaknefs of 
farts, as not fit to attain Grea(nefs *, and 
they ought to make it their Choice, purely 
;to arrive at idiatHappinefs which is ufually 
tnj^yfd in, A retired vytuous Life. Sir 
tRicbard Buytrodt^ h ImEtikys, Cells q$ of ^ 
Xing of J^abemiaj who (retiriDg into a De- 
fart, whcne he Kv'd fcveral Years with three 
jioor Heirmits) at/ bia. Death, 'i»ld> them, 
Ulire was m Gre^tn^ , prrferMe tp the 
ajrJu^f6iUy isfjthat Soliti^r be bad: i^njyed 

.:---' ••' ' t : . w/7^ 
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wkk Am V vibkb be fftemed M true Hap* 
piujk: ,fyher&Ui ibdt Life, h had led upn 
bis. IhtMi^ dejem^ m^a . the Title of Deaik 
tbduUfe. 

: I nemembdr id was the Saying of a wile 
Man, Crede mihi^ qui benilaktH^ bene vixiti 
Meliroe m^ he that b^tb .lain well c^n^ 
i/eatdy hatbMifd well. But I mud fay in 
our Retirement^ if wc only coni^rfe with 
Earth, ivid (hail be like it, that is, unlike 
oudehres : 3ut if we are engaged in more 
refin'd and mtelle&ual Entertalnmmts, we 
(bail be fomeduDg more than ourfelves, 
that is, dian this narrow Circumference 
of Earth fpeaks us, the Soul being always 
like the Objca: of its Delight and Con- 
verfe. 

In (hort, I would not be underilood to 
recommend Retirement that fliouldf make 
us fupine, una6Kyc, and ufelefs: Eve* 
ry Station of Life has its Offices ; and 
there can be no Vacuum in our breathing 
Hours, but Didien^ % Slumber, we rqiair 
cur Natun?. Ia loor Retreats from the 
Hiirry of public* Employment, we muft 
tnak6 ouri^hres ferviceable as far as wc 
can: There are Duties which Solitude can*- 
not exempt us from : Wc xnuft extend 
'our Hands - to do ^;o6d wben^ Oxalioa 
t)fiifrs^ and not abfokitcly wrap^ ourfclves 

up 
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up in Contemplation. The Communica- 
tion of our. Kindhefs from bebincLa QoucU 
when 'tis voluntary, and drawn down ncU 
thcr by Force nor Expcftation, implies a 
Generofity, that feems a diftant Imitation 
ofthcDivinicy. 
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OF all the impertinent Wiflies which 
we have exprefled in Converfation, 
there is not one more unworthy aGentleman, 
or a Man of liberal Edncation, than that 
of wifhing one's fdf younger. I have ol> 
ferv'd, this Willi is ufually made upon 
Sight of fome Objcdl which gives the Idea 
of a paft Aftton, which it is no Difhonour 
to us that we cannot now rtotzt i or elfe on 
what was in itfelf ihamefui when we per- 
formed' it. It is a certain Sign of a foolilh 
or diflbhKe Mind, if we want our Youth 
again, only for the Strength of Bones and 
Sinews, whicli we once were Mafters of. 
When an old Man bewails the Lofi of fuch 
Gratifications which are pafled, he difco- 
vers a monftrous Inclination to that which 
is not in the Courfe of Providence to re- 
cal. The State of an old Man, who is 
diflatisfy'd merely for his being fuch, is the 
mod out of all Meafure of Reafon and 
j^d'Sstifc of any ieitg we have an Ac- 
count 
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C«nat of, from the higheflr Ang^l to the 
loweftWonfl. - ' ^ 

; ' CHd Age: is that which wc all defire to 
afpBe untx> 5 and when wc have attained^ are 
as ready to complain of as our greateft Mi- 
fery, verifying in.Pirt that old Obfcrvation, 
Thftt Wedlock and Age are Things whkb 
iwie'dcfice and repent cC 

Da'Jpatium vHa^ multos da^ Jupiter ^ mnosi 
Hoc re£to vtdtu^ folum hoc fc? falltdus optas. 
Scd quam contifiuisj Cd quantis hmga SeneSlus^ 
fkm Maksl 

fey$ Juvenal: 

Jove, grant me Length of Life ; and Tears 

; ^d Store 

Heap on my henMng Back \ I ajkno more : 
^rtk-.Sick and HeaUhfuU Old and Toung con- 

- . '^ire^ 

In tUi one filly mtfcbievous Defire. 
Mtfidken Bleftngy which old Age they call! 
^Tts a long m^y darkfome Hofpitall 

Years alone, arc Lwd enough for the 
Strength, much mwc for the Wcakncfs 
of Age 5 but when Labour and Sorrow are 
added to the Weight, how can we but dou- 
hie under the Burden ? He was bodi old 
T 3 and 



d by Google 



414 Age. 

and wifit v4k) (aid, out oF Expenenai 
That the laft Days are the Dregs of our 
Life ; the clearer Part :is good) and all 
drawn out ; the Lees fink ck)wn to the Bot«* 
tonu Who can exprefs the miferaUe In- 
conveniences that attend old Age, wherein 
our Cares nnift needs be multiplied accord* 
ing to the manifold Occaficms of our Af^ 
fairs : For the World is a Net, in which 
the more we ftir, the more we arc entangled^ 
And for our bodily Grievances, what Va- 
rieties* do we here meet withal ? What 
Aches of the Bones, what COnvoUions xA 
Sinews, what Torments of the Bowels, what 
Diftillations of Rheum ; what Weakqeflcs 
of Retention and Digeftioh, what Failings 
of the Memory, and Decays of the Senfes?' 
Are not thcfe they which the Preacher calls 
the Evil Days, and the Years wherein a 
Man fliall fay, I have no PUaJure ; wherem^ 
the Sun J cr the LighSy or the Moon, or the 
Stars J are darknea, or the Clouds return 
after the Rain: JVben the Keepers of the 
Houfe fhall tremble, and tbejlrong MenJhaW 
bow tbemfelves ; and the Grinders ceafe, be- 
caufe they are few ; and thofe that look out of 
the Windows be darknedf In fiiort. Age is 
no other than the common Sewer, into which 
all Difeafes of our Life are wont to empty 
themfelves : It is but the Wint^ of our 

Life \ 
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Life •, how can we then expeft any ahtt 
than gloomy Weather, chilling Froite, 
Storms, and Tempefts. 
' U gives no fmall Troubfe ta Mankind", 
to cunfider that the greatcft Part of Life is 
no better than a flow Confumption ; that 
we muft (hortly fink mto a State of Weak- 
nefs and Infignificancy, and grow unac-^ 
ceptabie bodi to others and ourfelves : When 
our Limbs, and our Memory, and, it may 
be, our Uhdcrftanding too, will fail us ; 
when nothing but a Fever will warm o»r 
Blood 5, and all the lively Perceptions /save, 
forced out of Pain : That Life, like an 
ill-gotten Eftate, confumes infenfibly, in 
defpight of all imaginable Frugality. In- 
. fancy is a State of Hope, and has the Ten- 
demefi of Parents, or the Compaflion of 
Strangers, to fupport it. Youth, fike u 
Bloflbm., gives us Beauty in Hand, ami 
Fruit in Profpeck : But Age gro>ys worfc 
?ind worfc upon the Progrefe, finks deeper 
in Sorrow and Negleft, and has no Relir'f 
to expert but the Grave. 

But whilft we' do thus complainingly 
aggravate the Incomtnodities of Age, wc 
rriufl: beware left we derogate from the 
Bounty of our Maker^ and difparage thofe 
Bleflings which he accounts precious •, 
amongft which, old Age is none of the 
T 4 meancft. 
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mearttft. It is not a litrle injuriousi fo 
to faften our Eyes upon rhe Difcommo* 
duies df any Condition^ as not to take in 
the Advantages that belong to it y which 
carefully laid together, may perhaps fway 
the Balance to an equal Poize^ The fond 
Humour of appearing in the gay and 
fafhionable Worid, and being applauded 
for (rival Excellencies, is, what makes 
^Youth have Ag? in Contempt; and makes 
Age refign with fo ill a Grace the Quali« 
ficatlons of Youth. 

To ftatc the Matter fairly^ I fliall beg 
Leave to take a (hort Survey xjf the Incon- 
veniences to .which Age fulyeds us, ai^ 
then fubjoin the certain Advantages we are 
indebted to for it. As to the Decays of 
Body and ^^nftitution, I have already 
fpoken'; and fhall confine myiclf to thofc 
Imperfet^ions which are of a M6ral Kind. 

To begin then : Old Perfons are gene- 
rally guilty of a Frowardnefs, to be dif- 
pleafcd upon little Occafions, to take 
Things by the wrong Handle, and to put 
fevere Conftrudions upon Words and 
Adions : This unhappy Temper may be 
afligned to fcveral Caufes : They may 
be over-fufpicious of being contemned 5 
long Experience hath taught them, that 
the World is generally uhbenevoleHt and 



narrow- 



ed by Google 



Agk/ 417 

narrow-fpimed \ that Self-Love and Ill- 
Nature are e^aremely common ; and that 
tke Plcaiures of too many are drawn 
fFom the Misfortunes of their Neighbours. 
Thefe Remarks confirmed by repeated In- 
ftances, make no kind Impreflion. So that 
wherr a Man i$ confcious of his own De- 
cay, when he grows l^ls adive and agree- 
able^ -he is apt to fancy younger People are 
more ready to divert themfclves with his 
Declenfion, than to pity it. This Appre- 
beniion.niakes him interpret with Rigour, 
coQckdc himfclf injured upon a remote Ap- 
pea^omce^ and gro^ difgufted upon every 
Ambigiiity. ; > ^ 

: Mankind, indeed, ought not to be ca - 
pable of fiich Barbarity, as this Jealoufy 
iuppofcs : It is mifapplying their PalTions 
at ^ fcandalous rate ; ' infulting an unavoid'^ 
able Infirmity, and trampling upon the 
venerable Rain& ^f human Nature : This 
Infolence is fooUih, as well as unnatural : 
•He that a6b in this Manner, does but ex- 
^& his owa future Condition, and laugh 
<at blmielf beforehand. 
I A Forii¥aix]ne& to be diibbltged may 
.prqcced* from the Infirmities of Age : The 
Jaft Part of Life is a perpetual Indifpofi- 
tion; you are fcldom free from the Pain 
.or tjtic Weaknefe of a Dl&afc : The Fe- 
/wr of ^ £it may fomedmes ifatecmit i byt 
T 5 tbcu 
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then your bcft Days ^stt ffiort of Healtbr 
Such uncafy Difciplinc is apt to make the 
Spirits turn eager *, when a Man h loaden, 
a Feather is fcJt, and the leaft Rub will 
make him complain. 

It is another Inconvenience of Age, That 
okl Pertbns are frequently apt to over-ratc 
their own Sufficiency: They- fancy their 
Underftandmgs move upon an Afcent^ 
and that they muft grow wifer of courfe, 
as they grow older. Thus they often take 
their Improvenwit upon Content, without 
examining how they came by it ; as if tl^ 
meer Motkn of the Sun, or the running of 
an Hour-Glafs, would do the Bufinefs* 
Now, a Miftake in this Cafe, makes them 
impatient of Contradi£lk>n, and imagiiie 
themfelvcs always in the Ri^t. To argue 
the Point, and debate their Opinions, is 
to injure them. Younger Men ought to 
believe hard, and take Authority for the 
laft Proof. 

Then, refting too much upon the Pri- 
vilege of their Years, may be the Occa^ 
fion of another Imperfeftion; and in Conv 
pliance with the innocent Demands and 
Satisfeftion of thofe who are younger. 
Their Opinions are the Standard df Truths 
and their Defires the Meafure of Agreea- 
blencfs. This Partiality of Thougbty this 
indulging their own InclinatiMs^ ^makes 

* ; . ~ them 
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them firm to Prepofleflion, and with Dif- 
ficulty removed from thofe Cuftoms which 
firft engaged them. The bare Novelty of 
a Thing is enough to caft it ; they con- 
demn the prudent Alterations of the pre- 
ient Age, and are too kind to the Errors 
of the former. . 

There is another general Misfortune in- 
cident to old Age, and that is CovctouP 
nefe. This looks like fo great a Paradox, 
that nothing but Matter of Faft could 
force us to believe it : We have lefs Time 
to ftay in the Werld, and lefs Capacity 
to enjoy It 5 therefore we muft love it bet- 
ter than ever : What Sort of Reafoning is 
this? To what Purpofe (hould a Man grafjS 
fo hard when he can take the leaft Hold ? 
The Cafe is this: Age is not vigorous 
enough for Bufinefs apd Fatiguing;. *Tis 
no Time to work up an Eftate in, 01^ t6 
repair a Mifadventure: And where La- 
bour is impradicable, and Recovery d^- 
fpaired of, Parfimony has the better Crf- 
lour. Old Perfons are apt to dread a Mis- 
fortune itiore than otliers: They have oU- 
ferv*d how Prodigality k p'uhifliMi ^d Po- 
verty neglefted : They are fenfible thcjr 
Strength decays, and tlieir Infirmities in- 
creafcj and therefore conclude their Supplies 
fliould increafe too. The natural Diffidence^ 
and Anxioufnels of Age. is apt to prefs 
T 6 ^ ^- ■ ' the 
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the Rcafons of Frugality too Far, to Tx 
ever apprehcnfive of an Accident, and guard 
with too much Concern. 

We might enumerate a great many more 
Imperfedidns with which Age burdens the 
Mind ; but I have promifed to (peak of 
Ibmc of the Advantages which (hould re- 
concile us to this Stage of Life. To talk in 
the Divine Strain, I might alledge,* That 
the fame God who Icnows beft the Price of 
his own Favours, as. W makes no fmall 
Eftimation of Age himfelf, Co he hath 
thought fit to call ]for ah hi^h Relpedt to 
be given to It by hiaifclf. It is not a Part 
of the inlpired llaw,^ ^Qujhalirife Up before 
ihe Hoary Head^ axd honour 4be Fau of the 
0ld Marty ,and fear 4hy God? This awfui 
Kclp^dl and Reverence -fo Years, was ftrift- 
ly obfcrved by the ofd Heatbensy 

CredchanthocgrandeNefas'r^morte'ptandtim^ 
Si Juvenis vetuio non '04rre»er/a. > 

fays ^jivepal:> TBey accouni/d if a beinoU) 

Oime'y And to. i^ punifi/d \wttk pea/by,, if^ 

^oung ^ Man. ne^eped^o-r^e io bii ^def. 

Pern>it frie' to give' one' Inftanee of thjs 

Deference, which Antiquity always tkcligHt 

* fit to pay to Age, in a little St6ry which 

'Jias fbpndX Place ^Jn,an Author' tJiUt al- 

; ^^fays"^ will-give Div^rfi^. It happened it 

jitbensy 
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jiih£m^] durinj^ a -piibKc Repnefcnfetiori 
of fome Play exhibitrd in: Honbur of th^ 
CommoDweairfi, • that an Old* Gehtlemaa 
came , too. Jate for a Place fuitable to life 
Age and Quality: Many of the Young 
Gentlemen, who obferved die Difficulty 
and Confbllion' he was in, made Si^s to 
him, that they wonl4 acco^mmodatc hirn 
if he canfie where they fate: The Gooti 
Man bulged ' through the Crowd accoiid. 
jngly. fiyt when he came to the Seats to 
which he was jnvited, the Jeft was, *t€) 
fit clofe, and fxpofe him as Tie ftood, ,out 
of CountenanCQ, to. the w4iole Audi* 
cnce: The Froljc went round all the 
\Atbenian Benches. But on thofe C)Gca- 
lions, there were alfo particular Places af- 
fign'd for Foreigners: When the Good 
>Ian Oculked towards the BoKesf-appointed 
for die Lacedamoniansj that honeft P«>- 
pie, more virtuous, than polite, r^up.aH 
to a Man. And with the ^rcateft ReipcA 
received him amonglt them. The Jdba^ 
nians being fuddeniy touch*d -with a Se^fe 
[of tht Sj>aKlaft Vh'tue, and cheirown Dege- 
neracy, gave a Thunder -of Appiaufc; and 
the Old Man cry'd out, 9lv Athenians «ii- 
derftand nvbai^ is, goody hut the Lacedemot- 
*nians jor^y^?^ i/. That Age has a pecu. 
liar Right to Regard, fs paft Dripute^ 
'Nature teaches it s ReKgioaeDJom&<iti anfl 
* * Cuftom 
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Cuftom has made it good. If we oa- 
miic the Reafons of this Privilege, we fiiall 
find them fatisfaAory and well grounded. 

Otd Age is moft renmrkable for its 
Knowledge and Wifdopi ; when we firft 
come into the World, . we are unioiprov'd 
in both Parts of our Nature ; neither our 
limbs nor Underilandings^ are bora at 
their full I^ength, but grow up to their 
Stature by gradual Advances^ Thofe who 
have had the longefl: Time to furnifh and 
improve in, muft, generally fpeaking, be 
the wifeft People, where Care and other 
Advantages are equal. Men of Years have 
£stn greater Variety of Events, have more 
Opportunities of remarking Humours and 
Interefts : Thus therefore they may trace 
their Aftions to the firft Exercifes of Rea- 
ion* Farther, Old Perfbns have the befl: 
Opportunities for reviewing their Opir 
nions, and bringing their Thoughts to a 
&cond Teft, for trying what they took 
upon Truft, and correding the Errors of 
Education. And thus their Judgment be- 
comes more cxaft : They may know more 
Things, and know them better and more 
ufefully than others. 

A greater Privilege of Age than thefe, 
is a Freedom f^m thofe impetuous Pat 
£ons9 whecewitli Yoyth is commonly qvc5- 

fway'd i 
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fwfiy'd i for as, our i^tufal Heat decajrsj^ 
io dots, the jica^ of pqr inordinate AJEreci 
tions ab^» ap4 l^e weakened Appatitcs 
are fubdued to Reafon. The Temperate 
Old Man, in hjs Sfiory, when one ihewed 
him a beaiitifd Fafi?, could anfwcr, Ibav^ 
long fimi l^t Uh,\e Eye-fick ! And anotbef 
could as frapkly % pf Pleafure^ J have 
j^a^,s6ifbdf^awn mji/elffrcm She Service of 
that impmouSi M irefsf The kfe our Mind^ 
baye to do with our Bodies, the better ^ 
and if Age puts an End to our Defires, and 
ctoes the Bufinefe of Virtue,? there can be 
XioGaufeof Complaint. 

Our Exemption from {^aflions, in our 
Age, is parriy the Effeft of Conviction and 
Experience ; the Danger is confidcr'd bet- 
ter, and the Indecency mor? difcover^d 
than formerly, The Conftitution likcwife 
contributes to its ^ve •, the Currpi^ of the 
Blood move$ more gently, and the Jieat 
of the Spirits abate. This Change makes 
the Mind nK)re abfdute, and t^ Coun- 
feU of Reafon better guarded. And thus 
the ExcejBfes of Anger and Defire.grow 
ricfe intemperate. Age rieps the.Undct- 
. taking on all ' Sides, wd makes fewer 
OmiOlons in the Scheme: It computes 
morcacaclly upon Hopes, and Fears, and 
nreighs Difficulty wd Succefs with beuer 
Judgment,^ % QaM}% this is the Time ki 
,'>i .' ' which 
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^jch the Mind is mott difccrning and dif 
paflion^, (umilh*a wkh the beft Matcri- 
ah ibf WKdom, and befl ^fpofed to ^ 
them. 

In the next PIaoe» i¥e accrifc our Age 
of many Weaknefles and Indiip^cions ; 
but thefc Imputations muft not ise Univerial< 
Many of thefe afe the'! Faukfe ^^f di© 
Pcrfpn, iiotofthcAgcv Asalt^inc^etli 
not turn four with Agc^ no lilOfQ <fetb 
every Nature. There are thofe who ana 
pettifti and crabbed in Youth : There are, 
on the -contrary, thofe who iare mild, 
gentle^ and fociabte, in^ -their -decayed 
Tears;^. There are c^fe Wboare^cwte^ in 
fheir i*fime \ and tfiere are thofe who 
in their Wain are vigofous:: There are 
thofe, who, e*fe tbe Fulnefe of their Age, 
hare loft their Meteor vj ood diere are 
thofe whofe Ii^telkduaU hard fe( happily 
held out, that tHc^ bave been bdl at the 
laft. Miny ' of 'Ae Ancient PfgUcfophers 
and Romans were Ekamples of this Truth. 
Health, Vigour, aodSenfe, 4u>kloutibm6^ 
times to -the 'Ldngih'^f ii long 'Jtiirnejj^' 
Plalo^ enjoyed then). 411 ar>£iglvy4^ and(^ 
4id the mdtr ^GMo. < ^Hy ^asmof^^ifl^ 
Sixty when h& wrote his fzinoo»iVbil^' 
fics\ in which, hi& iihe^ori^t& notoiiiiy 
more correct, but more i^ovingand fcm- 
|>eftuoasr chtt iii^his ySMihger QftUMs* 

To 
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To mak^ up the Sum of oar Advan- 
tages from Years, 1 think the chief be- 
nefit of our Age, is oqr near Approach 
to our Journey's End: For the End of 
all Motion is Reft •, which when we have 
.once attained^ there reipains nothing but 
Fruition^ * Now, our Age brings us (a^ter 
a weary' Race) ^ within Jpme Breathings 6f 
our Goal: For if young Men may die. 
Old Men muft. 

The carnal Heart may bewail his Con* 
dition, aad complain of Nature as nig- 
gardly in her Difpenfations of the^ /hortert: 
/Time to her nobleft. Creat\ire, envying 
the Oaks which many Generations of 
Men muft leave ftanding, and in ia State of 
Flourilhing. This R 
in him, who is fuch 
thinks hlmfelf here 
upon Death as a Bt 
pkced his Heaven Ii 
fee nothing in his Rci 
nihilation or Torment 
who know that whilji 
^JSady^ we are ahfentfr 
Juftly account ourfc] 
Life a Pilgrimage, an( 
How can we but rejoice, that after a te- 
dious arid painful Travel, we do now 
draw near to the Threfhold of our Father*^ 
Houfe, wherein we kno\^ there *afe many 

Man^ 
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Manfions, aod all glorious? Shc^ild w^^^ot 
"blufli to hear an Heathen fay. If God would 
offer me the Choice of renewing my y%r, 
and reluming to my firjt Childhood^ T Jhoutd 
heartily refufe it ; for IJhould he lotb^ after I 
Jyave paffed fo much of my Race to be^ cat* 
led back from the Goal to the Bars cf my 
firft^ fetting out ? And flull a Chriftian 
whine and pine at the Thought of his 
Diffolution ? Where is our Faith of an Hea- 
ven, if, having.been fo long Sea-beaten, we 
Ix loth to think of putting into the fafe and 
Weffed Harbour of Immortality ? 
, 'Tis Time, that I ffiould think of ending 
with Advice, how we may make our latter 
"Days moft cafy and pleafant. If we would 
enter upon Age with Advantage, . wc muft 
take care to be regular and Cgnificant in 
"our Youth. Libidinofa etenim £s? intempe- 
rani Adolefcentiay fcetum corpus traditfenec- 
tuti^ fays Cicero. A diflblpte and intempe- 
rate Youth delivers the Body up weak to 
Age. Intemperance antedates Infirmities, 
and doubles them : It revenges its own 
Exceflcs, and plunges us fooner and deep- 
er, in the Mire, than otherwife we ftiould 
fan. He that would have his Health 
hold out, muft not live too fatt. A Man 
ihould Hufband his Conftitution, and not 
throw it away 'till he has done living, if 
he can help it. Not to provide thus 

fer. 
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j^ ,is tobctray our Scnfcs, and prov« fe^Ifo 
to the Intereft of Eafe and Pleafure. . And 
as to the Mind, a welj^m^nagcd Life* will 
tc of great Service. 

In mort, if we would be well provided, 
we muft begin betimes. Habits of Vir- 
tue, and han^ome Performance?, are the 
beft Prepacatives^ Let's lay in a Swck .oC 
good Aftions beforehand : Thefc will fecure. 
our Credit wiibouty and our Peace within^ 
*Tis true, a good Confcience wpn*t make 
a Man immortal : But yet the Quiet of his 
Mind often keeps him from wearing out ft) 
fail: It fmooths his Paffage %o the Other 
World, and makes him Aide into the Qrave. 
by a more gentle and infenfible Motion^ 
And when tlic Body is (haken with Difeafcs,- 
when h abends under Time or Accident^ aiid 
appears juft finking into Ruin, /tis fome-f 
tinies ftrangdy Supported from within t 
The Man is propped up by the Strengflif 
of Thought, and lives upon the Chear-* 
fulnefs ar3 Vigour of the Spirit. ^PleafanC 
Retrofpcftions, eafy Thought^ and com- 
fortable Prefages,; are admiraUe Opiates v 
they help to afluagq the Anguishes, and; 
difarm the IDiftemp^rs of Age i and almoft 
makes a Man defpife his Mifcry. 

To be afraid of growing old, is to be 
afraid of growing wife, and being immor- 
tal; As if ^^ could be. h^ppy too foonl^ 

" One 
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One 'wm\A tWrik, wc jhoidd* be gla4 to ga 
lipWi a fOfrther DifebVcry ; and that Cariofity 
fe<mld almoftijarry us intd the other World. 
Do wc not complain of Diftaftes in thi« 
Lilt ? Do wc riot feci a a Satiety of the fanic 
Images? What is there then further to de- 
tain our -Fancies here below ? Death <^)nfi- 
cter*d ift this Light, is na more than paf- 
&lg fix>m one Eftteitamment to another. If 
the prrient Objefts are grown tirefome'and 
diftafteful, it is in order te prepare our 
Minds for a more exquifite Relifh for thofc 
which are frcfli an3 new : If the good 
Things we have hitherto enjoyed are tran- 
ficnt,' they Will be fucceeded by thofe which 
the inexhanftible Power of the Deity will 
fiipply to eternal Ages: If the Pleafiires of 
ow prefent State are blended with Pam and 
Uneafim^ls, 'OUr future will corifift of fin-- 
wmutthiixed Delights: BlefiedHopef tfic 
t*h0ugbt whertdf turns tfie vtry Imprcf- 
fions^ our Nature into Occafions of Com- 
fort aiid Joy. 

^ut our Fears prevaiU and Death is 
viewed w itfc the utmdft Horror. We were 
not Men, if wc dla ftot fear him ; he is 
the -King of Terror, and therefore may, 
and muft command it : But would we ac* 
qtiaint ourfelves with him more, we (hould 
fear him Jc6. Ijec us ira>urc our Eyes to 
rfic S%ht of Death, and that Face ihall be- 

gin 
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^j^t 59 'difpkafe us. Our Fears nrc apt 

to ipfia^me, and to aggravate Evils. W9 

may look upon him as. an utter Abolition 

or Extin6tion of our 6eing ; and Nature 

then muft need$ Arink ba.ck at the 

Thought of not being at all. But this is 

a foul and dangerous Mifprifion : Whaf 
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The Death whicH we fo fear and flee from» 
doth but rcfpite Life for a while; dodi 
not take it away; the Day will comc> 
which fhall reftore us to the Light again. 
When we are weary of our Days Labour, 
arc we afraid of Reft? The Philofophers 
of Old were wont to call Sleep the Bro- 
ther of Death ; Death is no other than 
Sleep itfclf 5 a Sleep both furc and fweet : 
When we lie ck>wn at Night to our Rc- 
pofe, we tat)not be fo certain to awake 
a^ain in the Morning, as when we lay 
ourfeives down in Death; wc are furc 
to awake in the Morning of the Refur- 
reflion. 

Wc know but one Way of fortifying 
our Souls againft the gloomy Prefages 
and Terrors of Mind; and that is, by fc- 
curing to ourfeives the Friendfhip and 
Protcftiort of "that Being, who difpwjfes oF 
Events, and governs Futurity. He fees, at 
one View, the whole Thread of our Exi- 
ftcnce; not only that Part of it which 
we have alfeady paffed through; but that 
which runs forward into all the Depths 
of Eternity. When we lay usr down to fleep, 
we fliould recommend ouffelves to his 
Cares; when we awake we fhould give 
ourfeives up to his Direftion. Amidft 
all the Evils that threaten us, we fliould 
look up to him for Help, and qucftion 

not 
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not but he will either avert them, or turn 
them to our Advantage. Though we 
know neither the Time nor the Manner 
of die Death we are to die, we fhould not 
be a(t all follicitovis about it ;. becaufe we 
are fure that he knows them both, and 
that he will not fail to comfort and fupport 
us under them. 
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WHEN a good Old Age has ad- 
vanccd our Knowledge, and fully 
acquainted us with the Vexation that 
attends the moft happy on this Side Ilea* 
ven \ when the Fever of Youth is abated, 
and Serenity ^kc^ps^ iiown^o^r Paffions; 
when we are no longer daz2j^d with falfe 
Felicities, but' t^iew Things * as they real- 
ly are •, wheni.by the Decays of Nature 
and Fancy, Rea^pn breaks its Confinement, 
no longef reftrained ^ the deluding Charms 
of Sin, nor the ftrong Bars of a briflc and 
warm Conftitution ; when the moft agree- 
able Pleafures have loft their Bait, and every 
Occurrence brings Pain and Uneafincfs; 
when our Bodies are weak' and diftem- 
. percd. 
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pered and our Minds diflatisfyed with 
their crazy Habitation 5 when Pride and 
Gaiety are gone, and found Judgment 
fupplies the Room of Imagination ; when 
the Hurry of a bufy World becomes irk- 
fome, 'tis then, that with an holy Re- 
gard to the Quiet and Comj)pfure of ano^ 
tber better State, we may juftly wifli we 
bad Wings like a Dove^ to fly away^ and he 
at reft. 

\ Yet, the Love of Life, and the dread 
of Death, are (o natural to us, that it 
feems almoft impoffible, willingly to re-f 
nounce the . One, and court the Other. 
For every Thing naturally tends to its 
own Prefervation ; and an Abhorrence 
from Death is the neceffary Corifequence 
of that Self-Love which is implanted in 
tis all. Every^Trembling and Emotion 
then, at the Approach of Death, is no 
Ways culpable. If we might go to Chrift^ 
2i^ Enoch and Elijah d^d^ without dying; 
this would be agreeable : Or, if we coulrf 
fee of that Number, who fhall be found 
ilive at our Lord's Coming, and be 
changed in a Moment^ this muft be plcafing 
to Nature, as it commits no Violence 
upon it. 
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But however, fince the Ordinary Way to 
go to Cbrift^ is to pafs through the Vhlleyof 
the Shadow ofDeatby there is nothing in our 
natural Abhorrence of a Diffolution which 
ought not to be furmounted by Reaibn, by 
Refledion, by a firm Perfuafion of the 
Truth in the (jrofpel,.ancJ.t>y a welJ-groond- 
ed Hope of its Promifes. Why cannot Re- 
ligion do that which^ Pbtofopby has often 
done ? Why cannot Religion do that which 
Ambition^ and a Tbirfi after Glory^ docs 
every Day ? How many brave Soldiers have, 
by nicer Imagination, by a Defire only of 
empty Honour^ conquered the Fear of 
Death, and met it, nay, purfued it» with 
Eagerncfe and Intrepidity ? 

Arid, furely then, the Certainty of an 
immortal Life, and of endlefe Felicity, 
ought to be as prevailing with us ! But when 
All arc joyned, and with united Force arm 
our Refblution ; when the Chrijtian fees 
that all hUm him is troublefbme and un- 
cafy, and knows that all above is ferene and v 
quiet i knows, that whatever difturbs him 
here^ he Ihall there tnpy an everlafting Tran- 
quility ; this muft needs vanquifh his Fear 
of Death. 

Yet we muft not be our own Murder- 
ers, either by arming ourfelves againft 
our own FlcQi, or by rejecting proper 

Nourilh* 
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Nourilhment, or proper Medicines ; or by 
rafhly running into certain Danger, when 
we have no Bufinefs there. We may defire 
Death, but in God's Appointment and 
Time, by maintaining the Poll that He has 
allotteid us, and by ftridlly adhering to out' 
Duty ; and without attempting ourfelves to 
force our Prijhn ; we muft wait till the 
Arigel of the Lord fets us free, by loofing 
our Chains^ and opening the Gates of our 
Confinement. 

tfowevcr, wie fliould always prefer Death, 
6ut'<>f4 Zeal to reft with CMft^ and when 
God and' Nature call us, to all the Ad- 
vantages of a Life here, how pleafurable 
or pompous Ibever. And this will appear 
highly reafonable, if we confider, that 
the Value, the Satisfeftions, and the 
Rtft' of Heaven, do niofe than compcn^ 
fatc^ all that vft can quit here, though 
we were to enjoy aH die Delights of the 
World, in their bcft and moft inviting Cir- 
ciiritftancds. 

• Tht Life of Man here, even of the 
moft profperous, is ftill fubjc<5t to innu* 
merable Miferies. Had we no other Evils 
to , grapple with, our own Fears, and 
our own Defircs would render us unhap- 
py i whereas, in a State of eternal Reft» 
of perfeft Joy and Fruition, wc can have 
U 2 nothing 
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nochiag to fear, nothing to defire : And 
it is Death that puts us into the PotTeflion 
of (6 much Blifs^ by conducing us to a 
Place where Hunger and Thirft, Fatigue 
and Poveity, (hall never more difturb us ; 
where the Fever, the Gout, and the Stone, 
ihall no longer torment us ; where we (hall 
no more bewail the Treachery of falfe 
Friends, nor the Slanders, the Frauds, the 
Injuftice, the Violence of fecret or profef* 
fed Enemies. 

Nor is human Life only expofed to natu- 
ral Miferies, but is fubjed to moral Evils 
too. We are ince0antly expofed to the Se- 
duftion of our Senfes, the SoUicitations of 
Conftitqtion, the Contagion of ill Examples, 
the Perfuafions of the Wicked^ and the 
Snares of the Devil. But. in Heaven there 
is everlafting Eafe and Security, Satisfadi* 
on and Reft 5 which far excel all the De- 
lights of the World, even in their beft and 
jnoft inviting Circumftances. The World 
has its Riches, Honours and Pleafures i 
but neither of them are very great, or cer- 
tain ; and none of them can afford an equal, 
durable, or ian uninterrupted Joy. But in 
Heaven, there is quite the Reverfe, and eve- 
ry Enjoyment is full and compleat, not fati- 
atlng, nor deluding. 

The 
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The Soul is capable of three general Ope- 
rations ', of Knowing, Loving, and Feeling % 
all Springs of Aftion, and what adminifter 
.to numberlefs Delights. We cannot tell 
■what Difference in Degree there will be 
between our Happinefs before our Re- 
furreftion, and our perfe<St Glory after it : 
But yet it is indifputable, that our Souls 
difengaged from our Bodies, exalted 
above all vifible Things, and admitted to 
the Prefence of Cbrift, Ihall there know 
God, and his bleffed Son, in a Man- 
ner not to be conceived here : For what 
fliall then clog their Aftivity, weaken 
their Powers, or ftop their Penetration ? 
Is it not out of tioubt, that an Under- 
Handing fo pure, and fo extended, al- 
ways in Motion, always employed in di(^ 
covering new Objefts, always in a Con- 
dition of forming juft Ideas, always at 
the very Fountain of Truth, ^Iways en- 
lightened by him who is Brightnefs itfelf, 
always confidering Caufes and their Ef- 
fefts, and always diredling tlicfe Truths, 
and thefe Difcovenes, to raife itfelfupto 
God ; to admire, to praife, and to adore 
him ? Is it not evident, I fay, that an Un» 
derftanding fo pure and extended, fo 
bufyed and employed, muft neceflarily pro* 
ducc the moft charming KnowUdge^ and 
Us be 
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be CO us a perpetual Fuad of Rapture, Joy, 
and Delight ? 

The next Perfedlion of the Soul, is Love : 
And what fhall we love here ? either what 
is ill^ or what is mperfe£l ? And how oftea 
does our Love prove our Mifery ! In Hea- 
ven, we fhall love nothing, but what wc 
ought to love; and our Love there, (ball be 
always fatisfy'd. Ifow free will it be, whea 
it has no Dillraftions, no Obftacles to op- 
pofe it ? How pure will it be, when it has 
no carnal Motives intermixed with it? 
And how vq/i will it be, when we fliall 
love in Proportion to our Knowle^e^ and 
that Knowledge is To prodigious and fo 
perfed. 

To FeeU is alfo a Property of the Soul : 
*Tis capable of many agreeable Senfati- 
ons ; but 'tis eafy to juiagine, that in Hea- 
ven, 'twill have infinitely more, and thofc 
infinitely more agreeable, more lively and 
unconfined. And who can declare, what 
Pleafures will pour in upon our Souls 
from a kind and benificent God, who is 
«o logger reftrained by hi^ Hatred to Sin, 
but himfelf takes Pleafure in making us 
'happy.? Such Pleafures, furejy, muft l^e 
beatific jds their Donor ! Nor will the 
Con>pMiy that we (hall meet with ifl Hear 
Y^, htm inconfideraUe Part Qf the Feli- 
' ' cities 
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cities of that Place. . There b no greater 
SacisfaAion in the Worid, than the. Con- 
verfatioo of a few honcft wife and unde- 
(igning People ; and yet, alas ! this is a Sa- 
tisia6tiQn as fcarce^ as it is agreeable : But 
what Charms may we not;expcd from the 
Convcrfationbfglorify*d Saints, nay, of our 
Lord himfelf ? 

Why then (hould People make fuch a 
Rout about Dying J when 'tis the ready 
Koad to a State of Imtnortality ? The 
Agonies and Convulfions In the Article of 
Expiring, are over in a Trice, and then 
come the moft refin'd and improved Con- 
ceptions : And this is a Confideration, 
which the earlier we begin to prefs home 
upon ourfelves, the more efFcftually we 
Ihall find it conduce to the vanquilhing 
all our Fears and Appreherifions of Death ; 
and, 'till that Point is gained, a Man's 
Life muft be very uncomfortable to him : 
For we all know full well, that die we 
muft, fome Time or other, and, for aught 
we know, before to-morrow Morning. Con* 
fequently we can , never bear up brilkly, 
and fet a good Face upon it, fo long as we 
are Hag-ridden with the Horror of a 
Change, which may poflibly overtake us 
the next Minute. A wife Man is ever 
U 4 moft 
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moft wiiiing to die ; and a Fool cannot 
like it by any Means ; becaufe the one 
fees before him to the End of his Jour- 
ney, and difcovers how bleflcd a Coun- 
try he is going to ; while the other is dim 
and purblind, and can't. look forward* 
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A. 



BUSE^ of the Underftanding, a com- 
mon Vice, page 1 26. 
Aeademics^ their Preference of Juftice 

to Profit, 130. 
Acquaintance endearM by Converfa- 
tion, 73. 
'Acqmred Nobility^ its Pretences examined, 363^ 

364. 
'A&tm the Felicity of the Soul, 170, 171. 
Adapting of Authors to a Genius advis'd, 33, 34^ 
Advantages of Ltzming, 30, 31, 32. 
jfdvice for the Choice of our Companions, 78. 
JEgfffian^ his fmart Reply to one impertinendy cu- 
rious, 332. 
4^<ff^/w«, of Gaiety and Faihion, its Effe6b, 121;. 
Defin'd, 156. Abfurdity and Ridicule owing 
to it, 157. Symptoms of it, iifid, 8c. i^S, Incur 
Speech, what, itid. In Writing, 159. In Beha- 
U 5 viour. 
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Tiour, ihd. Misfortone of Affbdation, i6o. It 
always Buls of jdeafing, 1 6 1 . Is always offenfive, 
162, 

Jffe&in blinds our Faculties, 100. 

AJinitj^ in Vice and Virtue, 511. In Curiofity and 
Adulteiy, 336. 

Age an improper Seaii;^ for learning Languaftes, 38* 
A/pirM to, and complaint of, 413. Bodily Im- 
perfe^oos attending it, 414. Gompkiats aganft 
it, derogate from t£e Bounty of our Maker, 415, 

416. Inconveniencies of it in the Mind, 410, 

417, 4i8» (sTr. Advantages of it, 420, 422, 

Akibtadti^ his conforming himfelf toaO Countries 

106, 107. 
Alexander^ his Continence towards the (^een of 

Ferfiuy 339. His weeping at an Infinity ofWorlds, 

Ambitious Man tickled with hb own Praife, 350. 
Anaxarchus held an Infinity of Worlds, 371, 
Antboity and DolohiUoy their Friendihip in Drytkn, 

91, 
Ape I Us ^ his Reply to a wretched P&tiiler» 23. 
Aft^arance, Civility and Refpcft pud to it/ 

47- 

Af probation of others for rdemblmg us, 312, 311. 

AtiJtotUf his Saying on Solitude, 71. His DeiSm^ 
tion of Friendihip. 91. His Aflertion of the 
Creation, Z84, 285. His Reproof to a Prato-, 

Athetjmy more proceeding from Ignorance, than 
Infidelity, 288, 289. That, and SnperHidoo, 
both fpringing from Ignorance, 293. Defci&'d, 
294. 

Atheiji retires into Deiim, 288, 

u^//&mfl;f Barber, his Story, 328, 329, 330. 

Attraaiott^ a Principle of it in the Souls of Men, 

a Avariu 
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jk/arici in Parents, robs Children of due Educati- 
on, 1 8, IQ. Its Confequences, 197, 198, 199. 
200. Its Mifery 201. Founded on Error and 
Folly, 202. 

JuguJHne^ (Saint) his Allufion to fet out the Danger 
of ill Company, 'j'j, 

Augufius^ his Anfwer \.o Anthonf% Challenge, 152, 
His calling out on Vtirus for his Legions, 587^ 

Authors, their Spirit to be fludied more than C6n- 
Urufiion, 34. Why not cfteemed while livipj^ 
^IS' ' ' ' 

B. 

D Aeon (Lord) his Slaying of Converfation, 40J. 

Bad C6'mpany contagious, S6, 
iarher (Athenian) his Complication of Loquacity and 

Itch of Intelligence, 329, 
Beautiful Dcfcription of Fondnefs under Opprefllon^ 

256, 257. 
Biid*uiottr, the Differences of Men to be read in it^ 

78. 
Biing of a God not to be doubted, 295* 
Benefits oi good. Converfation, 78, 79. 
Blajfihemy^ the higheft Impiety, 84,. 85. Peculiar 

onlytoAtheifts, S5. Ufed for Wit and Gallantry,. 

ibid, 
Blejings, the moft common not to be defpifed, 373. 

Through Ingratitude and Difcontent difparaged,. 

385. 
BUnd to oar own Imperfe£libns, 309. 
Bodily Exercife requifite, 1 69, 1 70, 
Bohemia (King of) retires into a Defart,. 409, 410, 
Boldnefs and Bravery diftinguifh'd, 139, 
Books^ not to take our Meafures wholly from them, 

39- 
Brutal Courage, mi&akeif^ Honour 140, X4i» 

- '^ ^ U 6 Bulfiradi 
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Bulftrodi (Sir Richard) quoted for a Stoiy, 409, 

410. 
Bumet (Dr.) his Theory of the Earth quoted, 286. 
Bufy Body, his Character, 333. 
Bkfinefs of Life and Death, a great Study, 192. 

C. 

^-///*«i/j?,infuppor table, when, 93. 

Calumwff the Female Charter, 314. 
Candid Di^fition, its Defaiption and EfieAs^ 

310. 
Cannibals to themfelves, who, 92. 
Ctf riband Dice, to be ufed with Caution, 1 87. 
Cenfor^ who oidy fhould play- it, 309. 
Charity and good Offices recommended, 51, 52. 
Cbarondas puniihM Adultery and m^gnant Curiofitjr 

alike, 335. 
Cheating^ the Trade of profefs'd Gamefters, 190. 
Cbrifiian^ and Gentleman made inconMent Ap* 

pellations, 141. Should not repine at Dea^, 

426. 
Cicero^ his Aflertion of Nature without Learning, 

27. Much indebted to Boolcs himfelf. Hid, His 

Remarks on a Tragedy of Pacmnus^ 94. His dif- 

allowing Retirement to fome, 390, 591. His 

Remark of Solitude, 394. 
C/W/V^andRefpe^t paid to Appearance, 47. 
Commendation and Reprehen&on the Offices of a 

Friend, 105. 
Common Fighters, Murderers by Principle, 147. - -^ 
Comparifm of Friend and Flatterer, 102, 103, io5. " 
Compaffion and Long-fufferings made Obje^on* 

againfl Providence, 296, 297. 
ConduS turns upon two Axes^ 313. 
Conference of Improvement, the principal End of 

wife Mens Company, 86, ^ 

Conjnga 
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Conjugal Love, its Charader and Encomiam, 243. 

Confcience, a convincing Argument of Provid^ce, 
300. 

Confta,ncj^ of Mind,, a (bvereigp Remedy agaioft 
Misfortunes, 378, 379. . - 

Contentmei^f^ the utmof): we can liope for in this 
World, '3)68. 

ConvirfatioHi one of the noblefl Privileges oif Re»- 
fon, 71. The Benefit of it, a confiderable Im* 
provement, 7Z. JCantions a^unft a ralh*one, 73. 
Comm9nJPai4ts of ConveriatjoQ, i^/V. A cafual 
one, an Avenue to Frieniflup, 87. Comfort of 
. Life depends on it, no. 

Correfpondenci of the Parts in the Creation, 72. 

Qfvetoufne/s defin'd, 198. Covetous Man no Mxxai* 
M, ihid, and 199^ ,A I)eie^ of Age, 41 9, 

Gnmtry Elquire, a Satiric^ Char^iSbr of him, 19. . 

Courage and Honour, eflential /in our. CWa^ters,* 
13a.' Without Conduia and Confdence pemici* 
ous, 138., Its Springs, 139. •. Mull be WendeJ 
with Fortitude, 155. 

Oiyr{^^/, general Faults of them, 123. Pleafanteft 
Part of Xife, ibid. Wrong Method of them, 
Ocja^OQ of; unhappy Marriages^ ,124. ^. 

Crates y his Reproof to negligient Fathers, 18. - 

Cure far indifcreet Loye prefcribM, izz. , 

CHriofity^ a Dillemper of Envy aad ill Nature, 332.' 
Our Curiofity ihould turn iiponourfelves, ibid, and 
33 J. Lijce Adultery,. 335. JDiffuafives from it, 
hid. Rules for Prevention of. it, 337, 338. 

Cynics^ make an Qftei^(;ation of i^g$,aiyi Naftincftj 

Qfttf, his Continence towards Pwithaa. 
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•^^^ D^tf/i' not to be feared; 428, 429, 430. 

Method of^ fbrttfying cmrfMvts againft it, 450,. 

43 1 . Duty to prepare ourfelves for it, 1^5 . 
Vtf^^s and Follies pafs for Demonftrations of our 

Wordr, '351, - . , ; . 

Himofthenes^ . ^ Ma3fbn 6f his, 3 1 r. 
Deportment^ CHfldreii'-^^rfdence of their Edu- 

'cation,'l3. ' 
Defcriftion of Reafon and Religion, hy Drjdtn^ 280, 

281. 
D^ii/i rkKcitlM, 47. 

Dejires Immoderate obftrtrft our Content, 376. 
Detrain and Cdumny, mean Vices, 306. How 

to be overcoihe ia us, jia; 313. 
J>iogBnes Kis CortcfiKon of a. Tutor, 6. His Re- 
mark on die Rbcdemn and tateimnomun Way of 

Drefs, 60. 
Dionjifius, his Courtiers aifeA tp be dim-^hted, 

Dijappointmtkf of Truk,' tr^vltiifome in Society, 

109/*"^ ■ ; • - • ' 

Difcontent magnified by the View of our own Mife- 

ries, 381. A Mixture of Anger and Grief, 386. 

Difcontcnted Man, his Charadtcr, 38 c, 386. 
Difcourfe raifes Fanqy, and reinforces Reafon, 73, 

Pedantry in it, unpardonable, 80. 
Plfohllgtng Cbnifttnion's, who; '75. 
Difpdetude ftruggled with, irxreafes Pain, 370. 
Difirejfes of hy^tVitiw Creatures fliould-woik us to 

Compaffion, 203. 
Di'verfions particular, not to be prefcrib*d, i85r 

Thofc of the Theatre recomnlended, 186. 
X>kvine Power only free from 'Esxor, 3 1 2. 

Drejk 
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Drtfs^ yoiiftg Iheoplc apt t(> I'tide themTehres too 
much in tt, ^40. -O^ig&ial, Dcfign of Qoaths^ 
47> 46. Drdsexcl^, as contr%utin| to make 
TO ^^recfeWe, 49." A-Miimm to beobfcmdia 
it, 50, (3%^ 67. Toc^ moft proad of F&eiy 
ink, 52, c 3. Heraldry of Drew afcertained, the 
Aothor^s Wifli, ^/Z. Tradefinen often Soffer- 
^ri by Pretenders in Dtcfs, 54. Ignominious to 
ftand Indebted for ptrr Khery, ihid. Some Ad- 
vsittttige df it required ^h Migiftratcs, 56; TodT 
much Nicety in it poifons the Difpolitions to 
good Offices, 58. Mode of the Times, a Plea: 
for it, ihid. Shortnefe of Life and Duties en» 
joined, flioald make «s think of more than lay- 
ing-out onr T%ne on Dieis ztA Rilhion, 60. Mo- 
,deratk>n and Decency in it wiB 6cnre us frOnk 
D^refpeA'or Ridicnle, 70. ' 

Drinking^ Cuftom of it owing to Complai&nce and 
Importunity, 229. A Vke ivrthout IntfeHtion, 
2} 3. ItsConfequenees, 25T, 2^6. Drunkard,, 
his Charader, 234, 235. Drunkenneft^ defined 
a Delirium by the Phflofophers, 320, 

i>»e//rftpf cenfured, r42, 143, 144. The Triumph 
of the Faihion, 145. Not improved into com- 
mon lAw, 147, A^ttg againft the Govern- 
ment, f47; 148.' jCiiftom, made a Plea for i^ 
151. .:,,-'-'•■• 

Dying for Love, commoa iti Roioances, 122* 

JC*uir^PSafioM, 116. 

Eafi of Fortune, cffential in Marriage, 254* 
EiUingy Drinking, and Sleeping, Three important 

Articles in Life, 168. 
Ehifty, Cautions againft it, 239, 240. 

EducafioM, 
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Want bfitanlajury^tothc^Public, lo. 

ToM/J^, the Proper .§cafon for it, 12, 13. Good 
Q^ties burled without i t, 15. As much a Duty 
on Parents, as maintadning their Children, 17. 
The bell Portion, 25. Teadi^ us our Duty, 24. 
To be beflowed according to the Parents Abili- 
ties, 2§, Points of it independant on Fortune, a6. 
Latin and Language the leaft Parts of it, 37. 

Emfe Jocks, his Saying on the People of Agrigen' 
turn, 14. : . . . 

Emulation, what, 178. 

Englijbmen mightily tnm'd to Humour, 227. 

Emfy definM, 174. That, and Hatred, their Re- 
femblance, ihii. and 175. Anill-natur'd Vice, 176. 
Its Reliefs, 177, Envious Man always ungrate- 
ful, 17S. His Chara£ter^ 179. Preventions of 
it,^ 180, i8k 

Efi^etia, of Contentteoit^ 369, 370. 

Epicureans^ prejudiced againft Poetiy, 35. Otoe of 
their Injun&ions, 36. 

Equivocationf condema'd, 207. 

Errors of Gallantry more pernicious than of Liber* 
tiniiin, 1 26. 

Efdras, his Cbnmiendation of the Truth, 2i6» 

Eurtptdis, his Obferva^n on Truth, 102. 

Exampit more prevalent than Precept, in* 

jE;rrir^//0«i Perfons defcrib^d^ 153. 

Exercife diftinguifli'd from Labpur, 169. The Nc- 
ceflitv of it to the Body, ibid. & 170. Recom* 
mended by Dryden, 171. 

Expofing of Frailties in Mairiagp, cenfurM, a6i, 
262.^ ' . . 

Exprefflons, criminal Indecencies of them make the 
Danger of Society, 80. 
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F. 

pAihngi of another Peifon to be made Leffons 

of Inftradion to ourfehrcs, 306. 
Faiths Motive to it, 278, 27^. Weakncfs of it 

to be pitied, 279. The Difterence betwixt Faith 

acid Reafon; aSo, 281, &c. to 285. 
FaJhioTtSy a Folly to furrender ourfolves to them, 50, 

Traniitory, ibid. Lead into Improprieties in Con« 

dua, 62. 
Father f a wife one, like an artful Painter, 22. 
Fanwurable PrepofTeffions, in Marriage requifite^ 

263. 
F«ar6f Cowardice, itsEffisas, 14c. 
Flattery definM, 98. Who moft lubjea to it, iUJ. 

grows from too lam Ideas of Aeir own Merit, 

09. Flatterer defcrj'd, 102. 
Fallow Nature f theDiredion of an Oracle, 161. * 
Folly in a Wife, its mifortunate Confequences^ 

248. ^ 

Fofs^ a Species of them defcribM, 48, 49, 66. 

' There fhoiild be a Medimn, befiwixt a Fop and 

a Sloven, 68. 
Forgi<vmefi of Injaries, the greateft Adt of the Hu« 
• man Mind, 143. 
Fortitude de£crib'd, 138. Muft be under the Di- 

re6Uon of Reafon, ihid. Makes a Man invalne- 

rablc, 153. 
Fomjoardnefo to be difoblig*d, incident to Age, 416, 

417. . . 

Freedom from Paffion, a Privilege of Age, 423. 
Friend, another fclf, 88. * Ufeful Friends, who, 89. 

How to be treated, 96. Profeifing one charaae- 

riz'd, 1 01. True one charaaerizM, ibid. Friends 

to be tried like Money, 104. 
fritMjffiipp >vhat reqoirM.in Jt, 89, 90. Its Ad- 
vantages, 92, 93, 112, 113, Nothing more 

* . U agreeable 
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^pealAe to Nature, 93. Its Force exemplified 

94. Ooght not to be funded on fordid Intereft, 

95. Freedoms of it, siid^ and 96. EftaUiihed 
<m die Pnaciples of Natore, never diflblved, 96. 
Injuftice IncoiifiAent witk it, iUd. and 97. Only 
t9 be diAilved by Deadly 1 14. But a &int Rc- 
fanhbaoc of ooi^agal Love, zyz. 

Frugality of tke .^^denti ihoold be a Curb to 
. our Vanity, 64. 

initute Stale, Fnilped of it a Comfort to oar Souls,. 
287, 288. 

Q. 

^^ beagoeeal^ to Jnitice /and Fiety, xtJb. True 

GallaMii^ ^dcrilaed, ^^. Skoold rife oot of 

Religion and the Xaw8,t 141. 
Gami&gy tiie jtninof Tboofittds^ 187^ A Diftoorftr 

agamft it, iiiL 1S8, t%. 
Garrulity^ a Vice not curable, 317. 
Qaun^^ its CJUoaer, iff. 
Gmd and £fil not pJaccd at Jv^tir^t Tbcefiiold, 

380. 
Gm/ Nature, more agreeable, taCoaveHktion than 

Wit, 219. 
G—d Senfe required in a Wife, as well as Beauty^ 

251, 252, 253. - 

Goods of Fortune, on what Condition hdd, 202* 
Gratioufnefs of Language commendeil, 81. 
Great Minds abhor Envy, 177. 

H. 

fJAlUfax (Lord) bis Defcription of Honour,. 

136, 137. 
HmnUuJ^ unmanned by de'L«9feiieft4>f C^nifoftia, 

no* . "• * r . 

Happi- 



d by Google 



INDEX. 

JtUfpimfi^ founded on Wifiiom 9ad Vixtm, 376, 
377* Impxa^ticable wi^out Society, 504. 

Hard to di^guMh tke Flatterer from the Friend, 
106. Impoifible to afcertatn Rules for it, loS. 

Haywood, his Encomkim 4m Conjugal Love, 24^ 
246. 

Hefiod, of the Idle MaD, i^i. Of PmdeKe la Talk, 

318. 

Honefy and Virtue, lie in the Felicity of a^^ood 
Education, 17. A Man's bterefi, 131. TJie 
Support, c^ ComniMce^ iUd. Its £Se^, 134. 
Man's Chara^er, 133. 

Honour t twofold, 1 30. Osly to be met wiU» in No* 
ble Minds, 1 34. Treated as Chisierical by fome, 
135. True Honour coined to Fortitude, 1 ^3. 
Milken No^ns of it, 140, 141. Honour to he 
defended, a Maxim of Cuftom, 146. True Ho- 
nour defined, 155. 

Horace, .on our raxtialiity to ourfelves, 310. His 
Caveat againft impertinent Curiofiity, 331. 

Human Friend/hip, founded on the Wants and La- 
perfedUons of Nature, 90. 

Humble Man, his Charadter, 355. 

Hunwur, every one ambitious of it, 226. Defined 
by Negatives, ihid. True Humour, wherein it 
confifb, 227. Cautions agaiiiil draining after it> 
22$. 

Hujband, not to be affeded with Trifles, 259, 264. 

I. 

^ Amblichus, quoted on the Ruling of the Tongue^ 
•/ 326. 

Idlenefs and Ina^vity accounted heinous by An* 
tiquity, 163. Idle Man a \CmA of Monger in 
theC^fftdPQ, 164. Iti,Confe9U9S€ee» 167U 186. 

JeaiouJ}^ 
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y$a!ctJS^f not to be haxboured in Marriage/ 26$; 
, l>e&i*d, 26$. Its fifieds, 267, 268. Its Tor- 

menty ibid, and 269, 270. Cautions ag^iinft it, 

iM, and 271. 
Jli-nmntri, paflb fn Wit, 220. 
JmfatuMCi, its greateft Caofe, 369. 
Impertimnt Cimofity, coincident with Garnilit7^ 

328. Chara£ier of itjr 330, 331. 
Impirtinent %X}ii'dAtz, what, 192. 
imprjcatioMs cen£vT(Bd, 84. 
Impropritties, wkat, committed in Difcourfe, 75. 
Improvement of oar Time avoided, 1 7 2, 173. 
JnconfioKcy diftaibs the Harmony of Life, 248. Its 

fatal ConfequehceSy 249. 
IncfmHnenee ponifh'd in the Male, ihid. 
Jncreiulity and IndMerence natural to Men, 275. 
Indolence to an Hereafter centred, 276. 
Inebriation oi W Olds, what, 320. 
IneqwditHes inconfiilent With Friendfhip, 19 j. 
7^'»r/0«x Liberties in Difi:oude cenfured, 81 • 
Injuftice to appear to be juft, and be a Knave, 107. 
Integrity of Nature argues Greatnefe of Mind, 

205. 
Intemperance in Youth creates Wcafcnefs in Age, 

426. 
Invitation to Drinking, how it rUns^ 233. 
judgment and Caution to be employed in the Choice 

of Friends, €6. Judgment eflential to the Regu* 

lation of Wit, 225. 
Jifvenaly on our Propenfity to Scandal, 307. His 

Addrefe to the Nobility, 362. 



j^mgbi 



ht'Errant inrerted, who, 125. 
Knowkdge, the Ufefulnef^ of it ihould excite 
our Ambition, 191. Mufi be followed by Praaice, 

34. Know- 
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34. Knowledge, and Wifd<»o pecoliar to. Age; . 
422. 

L. 

TAcedammoMs^ their Refped to an Aged Man^ 

421. 

tanguages to be ibidied youpg^ 3^. Youth cannot 

be over-burthen'd With them, ibid. Are th^ Keys 

of Sciences, 39. Learning remote and ufelefs 

ones, cenfured, 44. 

Laws owmg to Diihonefly more than Weaknefi, 

131. 
Learnings a Recollection of our Ideas, 29. The 
Figures we make with this Accomj^tfluAent, a 
proper Incentive to it, 30, The Vice of it, what^ 
32, 33. When ufefiil, 34. Prejudices ^ainft it^ 
39,41. Defign of it, 40, 41. Notofoquallm* 
portance to every one, ibid. Should be univerdd 
in Men of Figure, 42. An indifcre^t Value of 
Trifles has done it great Diflervice, 44, 45. A 
plaufible Pretence for Pride, 357* Confuted 358, 
* 3S9» 3^0. ' 

Levity of Addreffes cenfur'd, 1 ?o. Wonven betrayM 
by them^ ibid. Levity of Mind, Hinderance to 
our Repofe, 377, 378. 
Libertines abroad, ill-natur'd at home 250. 
Life, without Morality, an uneafy Being, 119. 
Locrians^ their. Policy to prevent vmreafonable Im- 
pertinence, 335. 
Loquacity ^^^df 315. 
Lofs of Conftitution, an Effeft of Drinking, 231, 

231. 
Love, its Force and EfFedb, 116, 117. Diflinguifh- 
ed from Luil, 118, 119. Made in a Romantic 
Stile condemned, 121. 
/^/r's Declaration in Terence, 259. 

Lucretius 
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tjKfitiith OB ittfta^ fix)mDtoger» 392^ 393-; 
Zi^ painted as a Satyr by the Poets, 118. 
LmxMfy and Avarice, great Principles of Adion, 

126. 
LjcurgMs, His Management of two Whelps, 1 1 . 
'l^m ar coneat f^icoky, 204. St. y^*a Decifion 

Ota Lye, 207. Its Confequences, 208, 209, 210. 

let J^^aominy, 21 1> 212* Preventions againft it» 

216, 217. 

M. 

"h/fJUfufi in private Men to form their Ward- 
robe fit»n the l^i&nner of the Nobifity, 61. 

Manm^h^ not to be negleded wfaiie we poli& our 
Underftanding^y 40. 

ManMMlAttiy a PiaKoffixei«i(*e, 185. 

Marriage defined, 242. Necei&ry Confiderations 
preparatcMy to it, 253. Four Things eflential to 
laftine I^pine^ in it, 247. Its Secrets to be 
held Uuatd, 262. IKredions for fecoring Happi- 
nds in this State, 2^3, 264, 265, &r. Ent^ 
into without Expedbtions of Happinefs, 272. 

MaHm^uial Contrail, mutual, 24S. 

Men, live like Travellers, 17. Should confider 
themfelves as future Fathers, 22. Man of m^re 
Outiide, a contemptible Anim^, 48. DifHnguiih^d 
more by Mein and Behaviour, than Drefs*d, 
51. Msai of Fiction, and Man of Merit de* 
fcribed, 59. Man judged by hif Company, 
85. Men are Members of one great Body, no. 
Motive of their Lives fccn in * their Adions; 
119. Blufh at being known to be Hufbands, 
260, 261. , 

M^nander, againii lifkning to Calumny, 308. 

JI^«/^<?/ Refervations, condemned, 207, 208. 

Merit and Faihion diftinguifhed by tJie Polite, 59. 
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lAtzoofi9ioltfikia, in Learning, whttv 44« • 
Milton y his jiefcriptUMi of Mtfiiagci» 24^^ 24.3. 
Miftreffes, adored lather tkaa loviS, 123. 
Mhaure^ necefiaiy for a perfeft Poem, 28^ 
Modify^ fhoold reign in all DifconrfeSy 83. Tnitf 
and &]& Modefty defined, 231, 299; Modeftf 
compounded, 347. ModeftMaai.and£iigaL]!Uhil 
compar'd, 352. 
Morality^ when a great Part of our Religion, 304^ 

: . ■. Nv 

jM'Jb^id Cscptity impaired hy-JXMe, iinprcnr'd 

by Inflmdionsy 29. - 
NatutaJ BodowmtatB to lac afiftod by Leaming^.aS^ 
i\r4/«r<«/ Man .his JgDOcanGC, 2^2, 283, 28uf* 
Nature does nothing in vain, 156. 

HcWity a ^laufiUe Pretence for Pride, 357. Con* 

futed, 36©, 361, 362^ 365, 364* 
Nobkrto paidon than reient, 154. 



Q Aths cellared; 83. Savour of Lerity and Pro* 
fenenefs, ibid. Cuftomary, and ufed as Ex- 
pletives, 84. 

Obfcetdty in Difcourfe reprov'd, 82. Like Oil upon 
Linnen, 83. Implies Difiionefly of Heart, Aid, 

Oldk^y the univerfel WMb, 413. The Evil Days 
mentioned by the Preacher, con^e^nr'd to mean 
Age, 414. A State of Weakness and Infignifican- 
cy, 415. Nottobercpin*d at, ibid. Sc ^16, Its 
Inconveniences, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420. Its Ad- 
vantages, 420, 42 1 , 422, &r. Directions to make 
our latter End cafy, 426, 427, (^c. To be afraid 
of growing old, ii to bo afraid of growing Wife, 
428. 

CJd 



d by Google 



INDEX 

OUFneadsbek, zj. 
OreJk^miFylaJtSf tkrir Frieadfhip, 94. 
Origin of Friendfli^ confider^^ 90, 91. 
Otw^, hh yajur 2ad BtMdtra qmoted, 2^6, 25 7. 
O^fiT'largi Eypciifcs iti Vanitjr cenbirM, 63, 64. 
Otfttr-ratiag our SuffidetKy, common in Age, 419. 
0««/« JtP ^CQuuk on TacttumitT; 325. 

•v / P. . ^/ ' " -^ . 

pjgiotttry and Shew, but the Trappings of Gran-^ 

dear, 305. 
Faradifi^ inmpportable ividnnt Commtite, 72. 
Pbalaris, his Reproof to CUofiratuSy^^o<), 
naciM, hjs Wife an Eaamfka of Pimkiice, 69. 
Pboeylid^Sf hi^ Defiiution of Love, 120. His Conja« 

gal Advice, 245 •, 
Plato, his Defcription of. die Snpreme , Being, 213. 

CbmpBres Human Life to a Game at Dice, 372* 
Pleafure, Friends aim at, what, 87. Pleafvnre and 

Recreation necei&ry, 183. Not to be made the 

chief PurTait of Life, ihid, Onl/fuch, when pur- 

fued with Moderation; 185. 
Plii^, his Reconmiendation of Modefly in a fine 

• Spciaker, 354. His Remark oi^lHumaa Ddires, 

• 387- 

Plutarch, his Requifites m Fnendfhip, 89. <p. His 

Chapter on the Diilefences of a Friend and Flat- 
terer, 199. His Caution againll Inten^rance» 
^30. HisObfervationon CoQJttglEklPreoeptSy 263* 

. His Conjefture on Divine Juftice, 2^9, His Ob- 
fervation of the Tongue, 318. His Remark on 
the Pratler, 321, On Coutentment, 3 80. Of liv- 
ing conceal'd. 396. 

Poetry, Youth muft take care of being feduced by 
it, 36. May. be inftrudled, by reading Poets 

, as riiey o^ght, ibid. Po^t,^ bom fuch, 37. 

O • ' Poetic 
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I^oetic Vein^ not to be cheriihM in Yoath, aa 

Mr. Lock's Opinion, ihsif. 
Foiitenefiy itsCharader, 82. 
Pompoufnefi in Equipage or Habit, vain-glorious^ 

Pdverty in a Married State, its Misfortune, 25 5^ 

Ftmotr^ aplaufible Pretence for Pride, 357. Con- 
fated, 365* 

frailer^ a voluntary Tray tor, 321, 

Frofer to live long, general, 413. 

Prejudices and JealouTies muit not fw^y as, 104. 

Prepoffeffions' and Prejudices inftrumental to our 
Uneafineft, -384, 38c, 

P«^ originally founded on Self- Love, 341. De- 
iinM, 342. Appears under a thoufand Difguifes, 
343. Views of Hunum Nature ihould extinguiOi 
it, 344. How far allowable, 345, 346. Several 
Motives of it, 348. Difcouragements to it, 356. 
Inconveniences of it, 366. 

PHvMte Revenge, dangerous to. Society, 150. 

Procrafttnatton/ not to be depended on, 14. Too 
often pradlisM, 173. 

Profejfing Friend, chatafterjz'd, 101. 

Profit and Pleafure, the. Ends proposed* by Study, 

193. 
ProudMzn, his Chara£ter, 355, 356. Of whatwe 
are to be proud, 367. 

Premdince makes our Follies inftrumental to the 
Support of others, 64. Its Management to quick* 
en Human Induftry, 1 64. 

Pjihagorms^ hu Admonition concerning our Offspring, 
14. His Definition of Marriage, 242. His In- 
jonftion of Silence, 325. 
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t 

® Valificatioftj to fcafon us for Matrimony, what, 
V5 272. 

^eJHcfu, Dlrediont for anfwermg and prppounding 
them, 324, 325. 

^intilian, of the Affinity in Vice and Virtue, 3 1 1. 

Rotations ?oc.Xks\f in p. 3, 12, 19, 28, 50, 78, 
91, loi. III, 114, 120, 136, 163, 171, 175, 
199, 242, 245, 256, 259, 262, 266, 268,269, 
280, 302, 307, 308, 310, 318, 3:55, 326, 331, 
357> ?6?> 392» 4«3» 420- 

R. 

t>Aillery^ falfc Notions, of it, 222, 223. 

Rakey his Charader, 128, 129. 
Rajhnefs iii Fricndfhip, condemned, "97. 
Readifigy Cautions in if, 355 and Regulations, 39, 
'4a The beft Diverfion, 19c. Errors in it, 193, 
194. Reading our Lives and A^ons, a Duty and 
Advantage, 194. 
Rtafin^ with " Honefty would fupply Law, 131. 
Reformation of Life neceiiary to an intended Huf- 

'band,**27t', 272. 
Regulations of Temper,'^ ncceifery in Marriage, 264, 

Rregutatiorts for 'Speaking, '326, 327. 

Religion, its Prindples to be . ihciiJcated early, 15, 
♦"niat and Morality made Topics of Ridicule, 
221. Tafeen" up as a Faftuon, 276. Confidered 
under two general Heads,' 2 77 J Nor to be turned 
into Raillery, 285. Gives us a Profpedt of a bet- 
ter Being, 286. & 287. Its Charms, 290, 291. 
Its Charadler, 293. Difcouragements to it confi- 
der'd, 301, 302, £?r. ItsEffedls, 302, £*fr. Re- 
ligion adjured, 305. 

• » 

Religious, 
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Religious, i and of being thought fo, diUmguiil/d, 

. 292, 293. 

^^»zf^/Vj againfl Decay of Paffion, 257, 258. 

kepinitfgs proceed from a malignant I'emper, 387. 

Reproof to AfFeders of Learning, 43, 

^^/<f? and Reverence paid to Age, 420, 421. 

ReJiUfnefs and Inequality of Humour, their EfFe^ 

383, 384. . . 
Refutre^ion believed, arms us againil our Diffolution, 

429- 

Retirement, a fort of Sleep to wearied Nature, 390. 
Often fought from a Difguft taken to, the World, 
395, 396. How, far to be indulged, 401, 402,- 
Religion,' its nobleft Motive, 408, 409. Muft 
be made ferviceable, 4 1 o, 4 1 1 . 

Re^vengey, the Temper of a Tyrant, when, 154. 

\R/Vi'^/ tneafured by their Enjoyment, 372. • 

jR<7f^^r(Bifhbpof) his Character of Wit, 219. 

jR^bmans no DueJifls, 151. 

Ruhf, abfolute for Happinefs in Marriage, not to bf 
laid down, 246. - . 

Rufticitj in Apparel condemned, jo»; 

OAtis/aSion not awarded by Law, 1 49. Not in ;pur 

Power from wearing a Sword, 1 50. 
Self-Examination would cure us of Ihdokncc, &c. 

'72- 
Self'Lovef a grand Flatterer, 'i 00. 
SelfPraiJt, when allowable, 349. • Ufually iallict 

from Sclf-Lovc, 350. 
Seneca, his Itulc of Pradicc, 173. of Avaricci 

I97. Of Retirement, 391. 
Shadows of Fricnd(hip dicipher'd by Sbakefyear, loi. 
Shake/pear, his Reprimand to Ceniure, 306. Quoted 

on Coldncfs in Friendfhip, loi. On Jealoufy, 

268, 269. On the Infiability of Human Ai&irs, 

356. 

X z Sbortssefs 



d by Google 



I N' D E X. 

i$4riw$fi of Time, a glacial Complaint^* iZi, 
iimsfriies, his Reiedion on an inunoderate Talker, 

Sincerity and Plainneis oat of Fafiuon^ 20;. 
Sinctrity and Truths their Encomimn, 213^ 214, 

315, 216. 
ZingmUrity has a Spice of Arrogance in it, ^f, SinP- 

gularity in Habit adds nothing to Merit, 60. 
Siracb (Son of) his Remark on Friendfhip, 97, 98. 
Slander defined, 307. Credulity to it cenfurM^ 308. 

How to corre^ a Habit of it in us, 312, 313^ 
Slanderer, looked upon with Sc6m, 314. Slander, 

the Privilege of the Tea-TaUe and Drawing- 
Room, Hut. 
Sloth receives Strength from its Contmnance, 166^ 

More toil in it than in an Employment, 167* 
Skvenlinefs definM, 67. and cenfurM, 68. 
Sohritty of Habtt, a Recommendatioa of Under* 

landing, 49* 
t§eiai Appetite in Human Soob, the Spring of Mora! 

Anions, 72. ' 
Socrates, his Notion of Learnings $9. His An« 

fwer to Georgias, 31. Hb Advice to Friend- 

Ihip, 97. 
So^fuJk, its Recommendation, 391, 392, 401, 40^ 

403, lie Motives to it, 405," 406. iWfcou^ 

lagements to it, 393, 394, i^c. Gives too much 

Leifore fo^'-Reflcdion, 395. Condemns Worth 

to Obfeurity, 397, 398. Impairs the natural 

Parts, 399. 
SeUmon of the ilothfut Man, 166. His Opinion of 

Modefty, 353. 
^#/tf/f , his i-iaw for Fncontinence, 249. * 
Studies of U{c andCuriofity, di^nguifii-d, 192. 
Superficial Scholars cenfurcd, 43. 
Siiferfiiti^n defin^, 294. Diftir.guifliM from Athei&i 

ibid. 

Siieariffg 
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Swearing is calling God. to teftify to our Difobc* 
dience, 83. Implies Want of Senfe and Religion, 
84. A Folly, which has no Temptation to es^ofa 



n* Alkati'vt Pcrfons, tireWe, ^i6y 317^ How 

mortffied, -315- ; . ^ 

temper ant t, W d«tenpiBate JRnlc for it, 320, A 

Pr^fervativc to be pra^Us'd by aH Perfons, ibii. 

Its Advantages^ 24X). 
temple of JEionour, to be come at by the Way of 

VirtoCj 136* 
temple (Sir William) his Rules for Drinking, 230. 
^j^«ry^-Diveriioiys,x>f a moral Nature, i%6. 
^heognis, his Cenfure of Garrulity, 326. 
Tk^btikfiuf, his Dedfiidon of Siovenlmefe^ 67. Of 

Slander, 307. Of Loquacity, 315. 
^huycididesy his Account ^Heroic Atchievements ia 

ancient Times, 361. 
f«A^^jF>, hiff Motive, of _Redrefi)eBt> 406. 
^9^gue{^t) fortified by Nature^ 318. 
7ri9M^//(X <)t>taiaab)e from an impartial Svfvey of 

ourfelves, 374f 37S^ Motives to ity 588^ 389. 
Trt^or^ ;^e"moft pemicious of People> 321. 
frijffesy Occaiions of the ^eateft Anxiety in Mar- 
^riag^ a$4.. 

TTK^ Friend chara6krnt*d, ipi* 
7ruth^ itsP'rtufe^ 21 J, 2i6. 0^ forfeitect, tsottx^ 

be redee^od, ziz^ The Body of the Suprenve 
' Peing,; ^x» Jts Charader, 2141 215^ 216. . 
JTf^i Ms ^{frvataoa qb Fri£nduu{>i 92; Vide 



U. 
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u, 

^jf&Tii/iVff of external Ornaments, a Difparagement 

to the Undcrfbnding, 58. 
yani/y mantains a Number of People, 64. The 

Source of Gallantries, 128. 
Vingnmcif how painted by the Heathens, 297. 
Vttms^ the Mother of two Cufrds, 118. 
Fice^ hard to keep from its Contagion, 16. 
Virhu^ of all Things fubfervient to it, 1 7. Not to 

be molefted by Fortune or Accidents, 24. To be 

begun by times, 427. 
Virtuous Difpofition, requifite in a 'Wife, 247, 

248. 
Virtuous Friendfhip, the ftriaeft Union on Earth, 

%%. 
Vrnwarrantahli, Delights have an iU Farewel, 184. 

W. 

JJ^Am of Wit and Judgment the Foondatioa of Im- 
pertinence, 74. 
WeaJth ferves to e3q)ofe Coretoufhefs, 201 . Wealth 

or Poverty Within ourfelves, 371, 
Wicked Companions bring us acquainted with Vice, 

77- 

Wiui^ not drunk tp allay Thirft, 236. Moderately 
t^en, its Advantages, ihid. and 237, 238. 

IF^/S/Smv and Virtue to be ftudied early, 195. 

Wijbiug for Youth in Age, impertinent, 41 2f, 

Wit and Humour, pretended to by every Body, 218. 
Wit, its Character, 219. Turned into Abfoidity 
by Affedation, 223. Wit and Judgment dieir 
Difierence, 224. Judgment eflential to the Regu- 
lation of Wit, 225. Rules in the Uie of it. Hid. 
and 226. 

Words^ we ihould fet a Guard on tbem, 76. May 

be 
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be pernicious, 8 1 . The Shadows of TUngs, 266. 

Term'd Wingidhy Homer ^ 325, 
JF»rU\iTk'^ together by Love, 88. r To be confiderM 

as a Stage, 380. 
WoriMyMtn defcrib'd, 274, 275. 
Wry Neck, the Fafluonin Alexander*^ Reign, 108. 

X. 

V Enocrates, his Reply to an obfccne Qjieftion, 83, 

Xenophanes afraid of doing an ill Thing, 239. 
XenophofC^ Saying of Self-Praifc, 348. 

YOuth undifciplinM, fond of affuming the fine 
Gentleman, 20. HisCharafter, 21. 22. Ini- 
tiated in Love and Gallantry, 115. 

Z. 

2^ Euxis^ his Excufe for his flow Painting, 87. 
Zeno, his Reply on the Lofs of aU his Goods, 
379- 
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Juft Tuiiijh'dy 

Printed for S. Birt, at tKc B^k and BaU 

in Ave-Mary^Lane^ near Staiioners Halt. 

1 . Q ERMONS on feveral Subjeas, wi. i . Cliarity. 
O 2, On the Ufefulncft of Charity-Schools, 3 . On 
the EvHs of Anarchy. 4. On the Holy Ghoft. 5 . On 
the Original and Obligation on GoYemment. 6. On 
the Love of Cod. 7. Chridianity the Completion of 
the Law. 8. On the Nature of Divine Worihip. 9. Oa 
Humility. '* 10. On Juftice. 1 1 . On Liberty. By Z. 
Mtdge^ Prebendary of Exeter, and Vicar of St. . .4Si- 
drrw's in Plymoufb, 8vo. Price 4/. 6d. 

2. Nelfqn's Companion for the Feftivals and Faib of 
the Church of England, with Collet and Prayers for 
each Soknmi^. The Eighteenth Edition^ Svo, 
Price 5 /. 

3. Charron on Wifdom, in 3 vol. traailated hy Dr. 
G: Stanhope, with a Brief Account of the Author of the 
3d Edition. The ift. Volume treats of Knowledge of 
a Man'^ own (elf, and the Condition of Human Nature 
in general. The ^d . contains general Rdesand Inflruc- 
tlons for the Stu^V and Attainment of Wifdom : In 
the 3d. ai'e laid down Rules and Directions ior thp 
Several Parts and 0£ces of Wifdom » branched out as 
they relate to the four Cardinal Virtues, 8vo. 

38. ^boma Glafs, M. D. Commentarii duodedm 
de Febribus, ad UippocratU difciplinam accommodatt 
Comment, i. De Febre et ejus difFerentiis. a. De 
CoAione .et Cruditate, atque aliis Notis cum Sahitis 
turn Exittt. 3. De Judicationibus, earumqne adventa 
pr« fentiendo. 4. De Eracuatione et AbfccfTu criii- 
cis. c. De Vi£ius ratione in Morbis Acutis.' 6* De 
Sangumis Detradtione. 7. De Alvi Deje^iooe, et 
Vomitu. 8. De Sputorum Rejcdlione, de cuca item 
adverfus Pulmonum et Lateris inflAmmationem. 9* 
|>e morbi derivatione per Uriua Dudus. 10. De Su« 
dorum evocatioiie. 11. De Curatioae Abfce£iis Cri*^ 
ticK 12. De Veficantibus^ Svo, Fiice 44^ 
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4« A Trettife of Milltaiy Dlfa'pline : In whicli is 
laid down and explained^ the Duty of the Officer and 
Soldier, through the feveral Branches of the Service. 
My Hkmfhfy Bland^ £% BrigMier General, and Co- 
lonel of one of hit Maj^'s Regiments of Foot. The 
5t]i Edition, Sro. Price 6 /. 

5. The Peerage of England: Containii^, A Ge- 
nealogical and ^Sftorical Account of all the Peers a( 
England. Their Defcents and Collateral Lines : Their 
Bij^» Marriages, and Ifiues :. Famous Anions, Do- 
nations, Deaths, Places of Burial, Monuments, Epi- 
taphs : And many Memoirs. CoUe^ed from Records, 
Old Wills, Authentic Manufcripts, our moft approved 
Hiftorians, and other Authorities. By Aribur Calllni^ 
Eiq; lUulbated with all their Coats of Arms, corioufly 
cngrayed, 8vo. . In 4 Vols. Price i /. 4/. 

6. The Roman Hiftory, in Five Volumes. Vol. i. 
Containing, From the Building of the City, to Au- 
fujhu Cafar. Vol. 2. From Auguftus dtfar to the 
Removal of the Imperial Seat by, Ctnftantine the Great. 
Vol. 3. From removing the Imperii Seat to the total 
Failure of the Weftem Empire in Auguftulus. Vfl. 4. 
From the Failure of the Weftem Empire to the Reftitu- 
tion of the feme by Charlemaigne. vol. 5 . From Ciar* 
lemaigney to the taking of Conjlantinople by the Tm^ : 
Containing, the Hiftory of 2205 Years. By Laurence 
'Echard, M. A. The Tenth Edition, 8vo. Price 1/. 
' ' 7. The School^Mafter : Shewing a plain and perfed 
AVay of teaching the Learned Languages. By Reger 
A/cifam, Praeceptor to her Majefty, Queen EUxabetb^ 
New revifed a iecond Time, and much improved, by 
James Upton^ A. M, 8vo. Price 4/. 

8. Ahntaigne's Eflays. In three Books. With 
Notes and Quotations ; and an Account of the Au- 
thor's Life. Likewife a fhort Charader of the Au- 
tiior and Translator, by the Marquis of Hal/t/ax. 
In three Vols, 8voi BeaudfiiUy printed. Price 12 j. 

o. An Hiftorical Account of Thomas Sutton Efq; 
and of his Foundation in Cbarter-Houfe. By P. Bear-: 
rro/>9 D. D. Preacher at Charter-Houje. Adom*d 
With the Efigies of the Author, fife, curionfly en- 
grav'd, 8vo» Price 5/. 
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' Juji Publifb'd, 

Printed for Daniel Bromtne, at the. 
. Black-Swan without Temple-Bar. 

I . A |-> H E Memoirs of Charles Lewis Baron de Pol!*' 
X *''^' Being the Obfervations he made in 
his late Travels from Frujfid through Poland^ Germany^ ^ 
Italy i France^ Spain, Flanders, Holland, England, 8cc, 
Difcovering not only the prtfent State of the moft 
noted Cities and Towns, but the Characters of the 
feveral Princes and Princefles, and of their moft noted 
Generals, Minifters and Favourites both late and pre- 
fcnt. Interfpcrfed with divers carious and entertain- 
ing Narratives as well regarding AfBiirs of State as thofe 
of Love and Gallantry. Li 4 Volumes, 8vo. The 
zd Edit. i 

2. Memoirs of the Duke de Rippkrda, firft Exn- 
bailador from the States General to his moft Catholic 
Majefty, then Duke and Grandee of Spain ; after- 
wards 6a(haw and Prime Minifter to Mtlj Ahdalla^ 
^nperor of Fex. and Morocco, &c. Containing a fuc- 
cind Account of the moft remarkable Events which 
happened between 1715 and 1736, Interfpcrfed 
throughout with feveral curious ParticiAars relating to 
the Cardinals delGiudice and Jlieroni, the PrinceS of 
Vrfins, Prince Cellamare, the Marquis Berettl handi, 
M. de Santa Cruxi and other Perfons of Diftindion ia 
the Spanifif Court. As alfo a diftind and impartial ' 
Detail of the.D^cences between the Courts of Za«- 
doh and Madrid, , With many Memorials and other ' 
valual)le Papers. And an Alfrtiabetical Index.' The 
2d Edition, 8vo. with the Addition of an Appendix. • 

3 Chinefe Letters.. Being a Philofophical^ Hifto- 
rical, and critical Correfpondence between a Chinefe * 
Traveller at Paris, and his Countrymen in China, 
Mnfio^^ Perfia and Japan. ^ 

• Tranflatcd from the Oiginals intb French ^ 

By the Marquis D'^J?G Jg;}/^,: Aiithor of the 
LETTERS JUIVES, or JEWISH §?Yi 

And now done into E NG LISH, in i2mo, 

Digitized by Google 
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Chaaacters of ' ;dl ttit^Ch'AiVi^JutJ^i, the 
GrtciM ^yrfrJJdtefat'^^rfbts, HiftorigUs, .Orators and 
Biqgra^^fersi InaTolumes, i^b^«rWz. 
:- Vd; t \ 

Containing the Li vesy fefr. of the G»rr/^ Poets. 





iCfchylus. 


Lycophron. 


IXcJlUU. 


Sophodes. 


Callimachot* 




Euripides.. 


Apollonius. • 


Alcetif. 


Simonides. 


Aratus, 




Ariftophades. 


Oppian. 


Pindar. 


Theocritus. 


« 




The RsfMu Poets. 


Plaotos. 


Propertius. . 


Silius Italicus.. 


Terence. 


Phffidrus. 


Statius. • ■ 


Lucrctni9; 


^Mar-MAnilius.- 


Juvenal. 


Catidluf. • 


Ovid. 


Martial. 


Virg3. . . 


Seneca. 


Valerius Flaccixs. 


Horace: ' 


Lucan. 


Aufoniu^. 


Tibttlhrr. ^ 


Perfuis. - 


diaudian. 




Vol. ILi 


Containingthc 


Jves, fcff . of tKe Grecian Hiftori^msw " 


Herodotus. 


DiocL Sicuks, 


DioCaiiius. 


Thucydidcs. 


Dionyfius Ha» 


Herodian. 


Xenopbon, 


lIcariiaiTus. 


Plutarch.^ 


DemoliheBes^ 


Arriam 


Lucian. 


Folybias, 


Appian^ 


* 


r 


rhe RowwfUj&otism, 


Ca'ios Crlfpos 


Velleiuf Pater* 


Ladus Annan» 


. SaUaftiiis.. 


cuius,. 


Florus. 


Caius Jttliut 


Qakitas Cor- 


SnetoniiuTraaquil- ' 


. Oefan 


ciusRttfus. 


hit. 


MarciisTdliiw 


Titus Petroni* 


Niniiu Junion 


Cicero. 


tts Arbiter. 


M. Janianos 


Comel.Ncpo«. 


Comelitts Ta- 


Jufiinos. 


Titus Liviua^ 


dtos. 




With an Hiftor 


gJ and Critical Accimiit of them tod 


their Writii^ \ 


flluflratifig their fevend Exicellendes, 


and fhcfwing th 


eir D^fc^, from the Judgment and 


Rtmarkt of.th 


« mo& celebiatcd Critics* both An- 


lent and Modtr 


il. 
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